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NOTE TO THE TEACHERS

This booklet is intended to be a help in preparing Sunday school les-
sons. The title, subject, and topics are only the menu. It is your respon-
sibility to prepare the meal.

The proper ingredients are the salty inspirations of the Holy Spirit,
seasoned with His grace. Bake the ingredients at a hot temperature in the
oven of prayer. The time-tested recipe for preparing a nutritious meal is
found in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth."



LESSON 1

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Matthew 16:13-21; John 14:15-26; Luke 24:48-53; Acts
2:1-41

More than two thousand years ago, God sent His Son Jesus into the world
to teach people how to have a relationship with Him. Jesus did not use the
word church so much at first. He talked a great deal about the kingdom—the
Kingdom of God—no doubt because the people understood that word better. 

Jesus taught one should love God with all his heart, soul, and mind and
that we should love our fellow men in the same way we love ourselves.

MEMORY VERSE: And I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. —Matthew 16:18

Jesus Chose Twelve Disciples

As He went about teaching and healing, Jesus chose twelve men from
among those who believed He was sent by the Heavenly Father. They were
to help Him and to learn of His message. These men were from many dif-
ferent walks of life (Luke 6:13-16). This is still the way Christ chooses His
helpers today. These men traveled with Jesus on His continuous preaching
mission. We, too, must follow Christ every day wherever He leads.

Matthew 16:13-21 At first, these men were only interested in Jesus' mes-
sage. They believed Him to be a great prophet, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Elijah were in the Old Testament times. But one day, after they had been
walking together for many months, Jesus let them know in this Scripture He
had a plan to build a church made up of those who believed as did Peter that
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. He planned to share both
His earthly and His heavenly power with those who believed in His church.
The church is not built on Peter. It is built on Christ, the foundation, the
chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20). Had the church been built on Peter, it
would have failed because Peter failed.
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Jesus Promised Special Help

John 14:15-26 The Heavenly Father and Jesus planned that the people
who were to carry on the work Jesus started should have a special kind of
help. They planned to give each follower a power within his heart that would
make it possible for him to live as Jesus had lived among them. It would give
him power to live right even when others were cruel to him. It would comfort
him when his friends deserted him because of his belief in Christ (John
15:18-20). It would make him know Jesus was with him, guiding him even
though he could not see Him with his physical eyes.

Luke 24:48-53 After His Crucifixion and Resurrection, Jesus reminded
His disciples they would receive this power in order to be good witnesses—to
tell others about Him. They were to wait in Jerusalem, and they would know
when they received this special power from the Father. Christ knew without
this power, they would fail in telling others. Without this power, there is no
message to tell. (Colleges and seminaries cannot provide the power needed
for one to take the message and witness.) For three years, Christ had been
preparing a people to be His church, and now they were ready.

The Holy Spirit Comes

Acts 2:1-4 It was now fifty days since Jesus' death and Resurrection and
ten days since He had parted from them at Bethany. Many people were in
Jerusalem because it was the Jewish Pentecost festival, which takes place
fifty days after the Passover festival. Jesus had been crucified there at the be-
ginning of the Passover.

Jesus' followers were waiting there—at least one hundred and twenty of
them—because He had told them He would send them special power: the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter.

Acts 2:5-13 A large crowd gathered around these followers of Jesus.
Amazing and marvelous things were happening. Some took their actions as
the wonderful works of God, others were in doubt, and yet others were
mocking. And so it is yet today.

Acts 2:14-21 This new power was at work. Peter stood before the great
group of men and explained what was taking place. He pointed out that these
men were not drunk on wine, but they were drunk on the Spirit––the Spirit
spoken of by the Prophet Joel (Joel 2:28-32). This prophecy was being ful-
filled before their eyes.

Acts 2:22-37 Peter, who had been weak before, now found a new bold-
ness. Truth that Jesus had spoken (that Peter had not understood), now
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became plain as the Holy Spirit revealed it to him. Peter, who had backed off
from these same people just a few days before, now stood boldly before them
and claimed Christ as the King who was taking over David's throne. This
great sermon Peter preached was the first Holy Spirit-filled message of the
Church of God. It brought heavy conviction to the hearts of these religious
professors and murderers of Jesus. They were pricked in their heart, and
said ... Men and brethren, what shall we do?

Promise Fulfilled

Acts 2:38-41 Peter told them what they must do. Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. Peter was not speaking
here of water baptism. This was a baptism of the Holy Spirit, newly sent
from the Father. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls. So three thousand were added to the church at their first service after
Jesus had left His disciples to carry on in His name without His physical
presence. This must have been a great encouragement to them. The Holy
Spirit was doing for them exactly what Jesus had promised. Thus, the
Church of God began.

JUST A THOUGHT

A good thing to remember, a better thing to do–
work with the construction gang, not

with the wrecking crew.

____________
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LESSON 2

THE CHURCH, THE MOTHER

Scripture Texts: John 3:6; Acts 2:42-44; Galatians 4:26; Colossians 3:14-
15; Romans 14:1; James 5:20

The Day of Pentecost following the Lord's Crucifixion, Resurrection, and
Ascension was one of the most significant days in human history. 

The church is the body of Christ. It is also the bride of Christ and the
mother of His children. They love and care for one another. They are a fami-
ly. They bring other souls to be born into the body of Christ. In the series of
lessons we are studying, we find all things concerning the church are divine.

MEMORY VERSE: And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples,
and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! —Matthew 12:49

Life Begins With Birth

John 3:6 Birth is the only manner of entrance into the Kingdom of God.
Christ did not speak to Nicodemus of this birth as figurative or imaginary
but actual, not bodily, but spiritual. Nicodemus was a highly educated man
who held a high rank in the popular religion of his day, but he could not un-
derstand this birth Jesus spoke of because he had never experienced it. God
is the Father of each saint, or saved person (1 John 5:18).

Conditions for Birth

Acts 2:42-44 The Christian life begins and continues with an acceptance
that God's truth has been revealed to us. We will never have a sound, ef-
fective, and militant church until we first have a believing church. A true
church is a family over which the Heavenly Father presides and in the midst
of which Christ abides. Without a great love between Christ and His church,
no children can be brought forth. A strong, healthy spiritual condition must
prevail for the bride of Christ (the church) to bring forth healthy children.
Children born to a spiritually weak, nearly starved church could result in
stillbirth or weak offspring.

Galatians 4:26 Jerusalem which is above—this is the church, the New
Jerusalem established under the Gospel (the new covenant) by Christ. Which
is the mother of us all—the church is the mother of saints.
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True Love Is the Key

Colossians 3:14 Above all these things put on charity. The power of the
Spirit brings a new love into one's life. This new love broke down the bar-
riers of race and creed that had formerly existed between the people. Now
saints were learning what had been opened to them when "the veil of the tem-
ple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom" (Matthew 27:51). Because
love is the bond of perfectness, there must be a great love kept at all times
between Christ and His church. 

The only means by which the church can keep her love fervent for Christ
is by spending much time with Him. Included in this is prayer, Bible reading
and study, meditation on good thoughts, church attendance, and becoming
active in the work He has for each to do in the church. This means putting
ourselves out for Christ.

When the love of the church cools, a natural result will be barren altars.
The church will become self-centered and overcome with laziness, with no
burden for children or desire to care for new converts. God said the church
would dandle the new ones on her knees (Isaiah 66:12). Everything the
church does for Christ is a service of love. Without this love, the service of
Christ becomes drudgery. How does the love of Christ dwell in you? Does it
dwell richly or poverty-stricken?

Colossians 3:15 And be ye thankful. Thankful people are loving people.
Keeping a thankful attitude at all times for God's goodness to us will cause
our love to stay hot for Christ.

Protect the Weak

Romans 14:1 A true mother guards the young and weak with a special
care. A healthy church has babes in Christ and sometimes, some weak, older
ones. They are to be received into the family but kept from doubtful disputa-
tions—false doctrines, vain speculations on Scripture meanings, discussion
of controversial problems, talk of the failures of those who are struggling.
Every member is a mother to these weak ones and should carry the responsi-
bility. 

A true mother never makes the statement, "We would be better off without
them." Mark 9:42 says, "Whosoever shall offend [wrong or lead astray] one
of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea."
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Mothering Work

James 5:20 He which converteth the sinner—this is mothering work,
bringing a soul into God's family. What reward! Shall save a soul from
death—what great reward!

Of each thousand who come under conviction, how many are born again
and grow to spiritual maturity? Not all the responsibility rests on the church.
Some refuse to go all the way with God. The church is each member. Each
has a duty, in his particular place, to help bring to birth, nurture, teach,
train, protect, and raise to maturity those who are born into the church.

The part of our worship services that we call the invitation is a most
serious time. This is the time when the mother is in travail to bring forth new
children to Christ. Some may not be able to do altar work and other needed
services at this time, but ALL can pray. How many souls may have been lost
because of talking or other acts of irreverence during this portion of the
service? Think of it! There is "joy ... in heaven over one sinner that repent-
eth" (Luke 15:7); so should there be in the church.

JUST A THOUGHT

Mother and child need to be bound together
in love from the first moment.

____________
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LESSON 3

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: John 10:9; Acts 2:47; Ephesians 3:14-15; Ezekiel 44:9

From our studies in the Bible about the Church of God, we see it is a
divine church and different from any sect, denomination, or organization man
can set up. To become a member of this church, we must obtain salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior. Then we must go on and be filled
with the Holy Spirit to receive the power to do the work of the church freely.
It is not our church, but God's.

MEMORY VERSE: Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber. —John 10:1

The Door Into the Church

John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.
Jesus proclaimed Himself to be the only door to salvation, into the church.
No one is or can be a member of the Church of God who has not come
through the door, Christ Jesus, into the experience of a new birth. This is a
definite experience in the heart. It happens at one certain time. We may not
know what to call it, but we feel it. The infilling of the Holy Spirit is re-
ceived. The early church at Pentecost had to wait for this infilling, but we to-
day do not need to wait for this power in our lives. When we sell out to God
and dedicate our lives for His service, then Christ fits us into the active, visi-
ble body of Christ, the Church of God. No organization of man is entered
this way. This is one church you cannot join. There are no unsaved people
in the Church of God. Christ is not the door to any sect; therefore, no sect is
the Church of God.

And shall go in and out, and find pasture. Christ, still speaking here,
told us that those entering in by Him shall go in the door and out into God's
great, rich, green pasture field and find fresh pasture—food for the soul. God
is calling His people out from the barren hills of Babylon, from all man-made
churches, home to the only true fold—the Church of God. Here we can feed
on the top of Mount Zion, which is above all the hills of Babylon's confusion.

Acts 2:47 The Lord added to the church. The Lord is the secretary of
the church as well as the door. He adds man's name to the Book of Life when
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he is saved and blots his name out when he commits sin. The Lord is the only
secretary because He, and He alone, knows when one is truly born there
(Psalm 87:5-6). He knows because only He can make a dead soul live. "The
Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Timothy 2:19). No man knows all who
are saved and all who are not. God does. He sees the hearts (Philippians 4:3;
Exodus 32:33). No saved one is left out; no unsaved one is taken in.

Men write names of those who join their churches in earthly books of
paper and ink. These records can be destroyed now and surely will be at the
end of time. The only membership record that will stand is the one kept in
Heaven by Christ (Revelation 20:12, 15; 21:27).

The Name

Ephesians 3:14-15 The church is one family in Heaven and on earth and
is named after the Father. The family is "the household of God" (Ephesians
2:19). Every member born into the family takes the Father's name. I bow my
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named. The whole family is named—children
who are born into God's family have no choice concerning the family name.
No one receives a nickname or an adopted name. Likewise, when a child is
born into any of our families, the child's last name is the same as the father's.
Family names could not be carried on by the given, or the first, names (John
17:11).

When it comes to churches, many say the name is unimportant. God let
us know from the beginning that He considered the name very important. In
all cases, it distinguishes families. Your name is very important in every as-
pect of your life. For example, if two men with identical names are called to
discuss receiving an inheritance, each must bring proof of his father's name.
This will identify the man the inheritance is meant for.

God gave His family a name, and He will not tolerate anyone trying to
separate His family by changing its name. When our children were born into
our family, we would not have listened to anyone who came in and told us
what a nice child we had, but that she needed a home and a name. She had
a good home—the father's home. She had a name—the father's name.

No Strangers in God's Family

Ezekiel 44:9 No stranger, uncircumcised in heart ... shall enter into
my sanctuary. The sanctuary, or Temple, was a type of the church. In an
outward, material form, it was pictured beforehand what was to be true of

8



the church spiritually. No stranger to Christ, no one uncleansed in the heart,
can enter the church. Christ is the door, and He makes no mistakes.

It Is God's Church, Not Ours

The name of the Church of God is a descriptive name, not one arbitrarily
chosen and given to it. Man did not name it. In the Bible, it is called the
Church of God because it IS that. To assume the name of the Church of God
can never make you a member of it. Gathering together with members of the
Church of God cannot make you a member of it. You are a member only by
being born into it of "the will ... of God" (John 1:13). When these studies
speak of "the Church of God," they do not mean "our group" or a group
meeting in a certain place or having the name "Church of God" painted over
the door only. These can contain the unsaved as well as the saved. The
church is those in these places and all places who are in Christ Jesus. They
are truly the sons of God.

JUST A THOUGHT

Quality is better than quantity.

____________
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LESSON 4

NATURE OF THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Ephesians 5:24-27; 1 John 3:9; 5:1-4; John 17:14-16;
Ephesians 4:11-12

We have learned that the Church of God is a divine church built and ruled
by God. It is different from all other organizations. What is its nature? What
are some qualities that make up the nature of the church? It is subject to
Christ, pure, holy, glorious, without spot or wrinkle, full of love, obedient,
sinless, overcoming, righteous, full of faith, believing in Jesus as the Son of
God, Spirit-filled, and it has one name. Its members are pilgrims who are
witnesses unto Jesus Christ and thus are the light of the world.

MEMORY VERSE: And I have declared unto them thy name, and will de-
clare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I
in them. —John 17:26

No Spot or Wrinkle

Ephesians 5:24-27 As the church is subject unto Christ. The church
has one center of affection—Jesus Christ. It exists to exalt Him. The church
is the bride of Christ (see verse 32) and is subject to Him. They love Him
because He loved the church, and gave himself for it. He died to prepare
it as a bride for Himself. He died to sanctify and cleanse the church—to take
away their sin and set them apart for Himself. 

Literal water cannot wash away spiritual filth, but it is used figuratively
here of the blood of Christ, which washes away sin when we obey His Word
in repentance and belief. This makes the church fit for Christ. He is prepar-
ing a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ...
holy and without blemish. God would never receive an offering or sacrifice
that was blemished. Sin blemishes and is left outside the church.

1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin. Being born
of God is the only way anyone can meet so high a standard. Spiritual birth
is the only way into the church. The seed of God—His life and nature—in the
reborn person keeps him from sinning. Thus, it is the nature of the church to
have a desire and purpose to live holy. The life of God and sin CANNOT re-
main in the heart at the same time. We find that purity and beauty are in the
nature of the church.
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A Service of Love

1 John 5:1-4 Those born of God believe Jesus is the Christ. To truly be-
lieve this in our heart—not head only—causes us to surrender to God and to
open the heart to Him. This gives power to overcome the world, fleshly ten-
dencies, and sin. If overcoming is not present, then the belief is not genuine
or active.

Saints love God, other saints, and also their enemies. The Church of God
has love for all. "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love"
(1 John 4:8). This love from God brings obedience to His commandments.
Saints do right because they love to. His commandments are not grievous.
When someone complains or comments that the standard is too high or God
does not expect us to love as His Word teaches, you can be sure there is
something wrong with his love for God. A cold love will cause him to grieve
over what God has asked of him. Sincere love gives saints a zeal to do all
that God asks, so we see love is in the nature of the church.

In the World, Not of the World

John 17:14-16 People in the Church of God are "strangers and pilgrims"
(1 Peter 2:11). This world is not their home because they are not of the
world. Saints are citizens of Heaven, traveling here on this earth on their
way to a heavenly country. Every person is either a stranger to the world or
a stranger to God.

While saints are not of the world, still Jesus has sent them into the world
to carry on His work. Jesus came as a light into a sin-darkened world (John
1:4-5). Now He is in the hearts of His church and must shine out through
them if the world is to have the light of the Gospel (Matthew 5:14). It is the
nature of the church to be "a peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus
2:14).

A Perfect People

Ephesians 4:11-12 Much of what we see that is called the church does
not fit this pattern. Much that is called the church is not the church, but an
imitation of it, built on falsehood and the work of error. The true church is
a living, growing organism. It is not finished and standing still. It has new-
born spiritual babes and weak and immature members. Because the church
needs perfecting and maturing, God has placed spiritual gifts in her for the
perfecting of the saints (a deeper study into this chain of thought will be in
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a later lesson). Also, there are those who start to serve the Lord, then fall
back into sin. These are no longer in the church but are sometimes counted
by others to be so. While the divine nature of the church is not so plainly
evident to the world in an immature Christian, still it partakes of the same
quality in all.

Light ranks responsibility. A young Christian will be perfect while walk-
ing in less light than he who has received more light. Each of us is responsi-
ble only for the light that has been given to us by the Holy Spirit. Obedience
to all of God's Word that we know makes us perfect. This is the perfection
God speaks of in His Word. Wherever you see the marks of Christ in human
lives, you are looking at part of the Church of God.

The fact that some congregations use the name Church of God need not
confuse us. Using the name does not make a group a true Church of God, but
a true Church of God should have His name. Any church that a sinner can
join and remain a sinner is not the Church of God (2 Timothy 2:19). Yet God
sets people together in congregations, local churches. Wherever we see a
group of saints with Spirit-led leaders committed alone to Christ and His
truth, resting their membership only in their relationship with God, there we
see a visible Church of God. Here we see the perfect nature of the church. 

JUST A THOUGHT

A good place to find a helping hand
is at the end of your arm.

____________
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LESSON 5

CHURCH ORGANIZATION

Scripture Texts: Colossians 1:18; 1 Corinthians 12:12-18; Ephesians 2:19-
22; 1 Peter 2:4-5; 1 Corinthians 3:11

As you read the Bible, what church do you see there? That is the church
to which these lessons are pointing. Because so many false ideas have been
put into practice so generally and for so long a time, many see only the form
of the humanly built organizations. Looking at false churches, many confuse
them with the true, not realizing there is any other. There is a true, holy, di-
vinely built church in the world. It is the church described in the Bible, God's
family, the Church of God.

MEMORY VERSE: For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. —1 Corinthians 3:11

Not an Organization of Man

Colossians 1:18 He (Christ) is the head of the body, the church. To or-
ganize is to put the parts together and place them so they work together as
one harmonious organism. An organism is any living thing or anything
resembling a living thing in its complexity of structure or functions. When
and how was this done to the church? Only in the Bible can we find the an-
swer. Christ is the head, the chief one, in order that in all things he might
have the preeminence. God will not allow ANY other person to become
head of the church, usurping Christ's position. In Matthew 16:18, Christ is
named the builder and the foundation. None other than Christ could build
such a divine organism. There never has been, there is not now and never will
be, a person as a substitute for Christ, who can sit in the stead of God. The
body of Christ has only one head. A body with more than one head is a freak
and a monstrosity.

1 Corinthians 12:12-16 The human body is used to show some things
about the church. For as the body is one, and hath many members .... The
Church of God is not put together as a machine, but as a living body. Each
part is attached to the others. Life flows through it. There is growth. For by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one body (church). This is baptism in
the Spirit, not in water. Drinking of the same Spirit makes all God's people
members of one body. Ephesians 1:22-23 tells us Christ is "head over all
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things to the church, Which is his body." The head of the church, its power,
and leadership are divine. But God wants and needs human people to com-
plete His body and perform its work. As part of His organizing of the church,
He puts people into it. Then He places each one in the position he is to fill
in the church.

1 Corinthians 12:17 Each member, or part, depends on each other to
cause the body to function properly. There are no big I's or little you's in the
body of Christ. Many times a member of the body who others hardly notice
is the one who is the greatest help in the success of the church.

1 Corinthians 12:18 Now hath God set the members every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased him. There is no other way to be placed in
the Church of God. When any member is set in his place by God, all other
parts of the body will recognize the move because it will work smoothly.
When God is pleased, the rest of the body is also pleased.

Work of God and Man

Ephesians 2:19-22 A number of truths concerning the church are stated
here. Not strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens. There is a close re-
lationship between the saints. The apostles and prophets are part of the
foundation. As building stones, they were laid directly upon Christ, the foun-
dation rock, connecting the rest of the building with Him. Jesus is the chief
corner stone. He is the one foundation under all. Without Him, there can be
no church. It is in Christ that the church is fitly framed together. The
church is made for God to dwell in—for an habitation of God. God
through the Spirit lives in the hearts of the church.

In this, we see the union of the divine and the human in the church. The
church is God and men come together. It is the one place where God and men
meet and merge. "The tabernacle of God is with men" (Revelation 21:3). "I
in them, and thou in me" (John 17:23).

Lively Stones

1 Peter 2:4-5 When we look at the church of the Bible, the true church,
we see that the Church of God is built of God and people. Repentant sinners
come to Christ, a living stone. He gives of His life to those sinners and
makes of them lively stones. They are built up a spiritual house. Only
Christ can produce this life in a spiritual building. This is the reason other
religious bodies are cold, dead, and unmoving. The church is not a mere
gathering of people into an association. It cannot be entered by joining. It is
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a spiritual fellowship of those cleansed and made alive by God. It is all those
indwelt by the same Holy Spirit. They are an holy priesthood; the whole
church is a priesthood. Every one who is saved has the blessed privilege of
coming directly to God.

1 Corinthians 3:11 Other foundation can no man lay than ... Jesus
Christ. Since He is the only foundation, it follows that the church built on
Him is the only church. All others are false. It is a basic principle that only
one building can be placed on one foundation. Yet various religions all claim
to be on that one foundation. Man can place members in dead organizations,
but only Christ, through the Holy Spirit, can place lively stones into a living
organism.

JUST A THOUGHT

The secret of being a saint
is being a saint in secret.

____________
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LESSON 6

CHURCH OFFICERS

Scripture Texts: 1 Corinthians 12:28-31; Ephesians 4:11-13; Titus 1:5-9

The church is a visible organism as well as spiritual. The Kingdom of
God cannot be seen, but the Church of God is seen. God has given it work
to do. Officers are necessary to carry on that work. God, in His perfect ad-
ministration, has made provisions for this. God, Himself, appoints the people
to their several places in the body. Who will now presume to take upon him-
self this right and privilege of the Almighty?

We have studied how God has set the members in the church as it pleased
Him. Now, if God sets the members, and the Spirit gives the gifts with power
to function, what more is needed?

MEMORY VERSE: But now hath God set the members every one of them in
the body, as it hath pleased him. —1 Corinthians 12:18

Specific Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:28-31 God hath set some in the church—God is the
one who places these officers. This is very important. The weakness and
apostasy of the church are due in large measure to the placing of officers
without a calling by those without God's direction. To keep the church as a
divine organism, its work must be carried on by those having the divine em-
powering. If the world is to be reached by the transforming power of God,
that power can come only by way of an unbroken connection leading from
God. So God sets apostles ... prophets ... teachers ... miracles ... healings,
helps, governments ... diversities of tongues. This list gives the function
rather than the title, that is, it refers to the work done by each instead of
naming the office. It is probable that all these ministries come within the
boundaries of elders or deacons.

First apostles—an apostle is one set forth to proclaim the Gospel where
it is not known. Christ's Apostles had a special apostleship. They received
the message and training from Christ in person. They were the first to spread
it to the world. The church continues to have apostles who plant Christianity
in non-Christian places. 

Prophets—those speaking for God, receiving a message from God and
passing it on to men. This is preaching under the unction of the Spirit. It is
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speaking "unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort" (1 Corin-
thians 14:3). It can also sometimes be the foretelling of events (Acts 11:27-
28; 21:10-11). Teachers—those who teach the truths of God and of the Bi-
ble. Miracles—1 Corinthians 12:10 calls it "the working of miracles," acts
impossible to do by human power only. Gifts of healings—healing of phys-
ical ailments.

Helps—a great number of services not so much noticed but necessary and
fruitful in the work of the church. Governments—administrative abilities,
skill in directing people and projects, and skill in handling problems of disci-
pline and business. Diversities of tongues—speaking in languages not
learned before. Interpret—the interpretation of tongues is added, which is
telling the meaning of the language spoken by the other.

All these abilities are given by God to be used in His service. Gifts differ;
not all have the same gift. The gift determines the office. The Spirit makes
room for every gift He gives. We are told to covet earnestly the best
gifts—to desire and pray for the power from God to do His work, not selfish-
ly or for honor, but to please and glorify Him. The best gift is the one that
God sees fit to give. We should be satisfied with that which God is satisfied
with. He knows where He can use us best.

Bishops, Deacons, and Elders

Ephesians 4:11-13 Evangelists—those who sound forth the Gospel.
These are traveling ministers. Philip was an evangelist (Acts 21:8), as was
Timothy (2 Timothy 4:5). Pastors—those who feed the flock, shepherds.
Teaching, nurturing, advising, warning, encouraging, building up in the
faith—this is pastoral work. It is for a worker settled in one locality. Pastors
are appointed "overseers" by the Holy Spirit "to feed the church of God"
(Acts 20:28).

Paul wrote to "the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the
bishops and deacons" (Philippians 1:1). The ministries we have been con-
sidering seem to be covered by the two offices named here—"bishops and
deacons." The Greek word for "bishop" is episkopos and means overseer. A
bishop and an elder are the same, "elder" being the title or rank of the office.
The same men are called elders and bishops (or overseers) in Acts 20:17, 28
and in Titus 1:5, 7. Elders are those leaders who minister the Word either as
apostles, evangelists, pastors, or teachers. Peter and John spoke of them-
selves as elders (1 Peter 5:1; 2 John 1).

The Greek word for "deacon" is diakonos and means helper. Deacons are
helpers in the work of the elders. This covers the remaining ministries named.

17



No place in these Scriptures do we read of any minister called "reverend."
This is a man-made title and is inappropriate for a true minister of God.
"Pastor So-and-So" or "Elder So-and-So" is in accordance with the Bible.

Qualifications for Elders

Titus 1:5 Paul instructed Titus to ordain elders in every city. These
elders would be pastors to take oversight of the congregations. Titus would
only recognize as elders those whom God had chosen and given the abilities
of elders. The ordination was not formal. It was through fasting, prayer, and
the laying on of hands as the Spirit led (Acts 13:3). The authority comes only
with the gift, as the gift comes from God.

Titus 1:6-9 Only those showing the required qualities are to be recognized
as elders. Paul gave the standard to which elders must measure. There is one
standard for elders and deacons alike (1 Timothy, Chapter 3). Elders must
be blameless—guiltless, living right; the husband of one wife—no bigamist;
having faithful children—the ability to raise children well is the same as is
required to rule the church well; blameless, as the steward of God—faithful
in handling the precious Gospel and the souls entrusted to his care; not self-
willed—yielded to God; not soon angry—longsuffering in love; not given
to filthy lucre—no lover of money, not preaching for money; a lover of hos-
pitality—quick to open his heart and home to others; a lover of good men;
sober—serious-minded, seeking good in all men; just—righteous toward
God, honest toward men; holy—without sin; temperate—moderate in all
things, self-controlled, not extreme; holding fast the faithful word—believ-
ing the Bible, studying it, understanding it, keeping it, so that he may be able
by sound doctrine—true teaching and preaching—to exhort and to con-
vince any unbeliever.

Other Offices

Many ministries are covered by the offices of elder and deacon. Some in-
clude Sunday school superintendent, music director, choir director, secretary,
and youth leader. We have Bible examples of the choosing of people for spe-
cific services (Acts 6:1-6; 11:27-30).

God's part is to choose and qualify the officers (1 Corinthians 12:18).
Man's part is to recognize and accept God's choice. This can be done rightly
only by people who are saved and led by the Spirit. By waiting upon God in
prayer and following His leading, His choice can be found. Personal, human
feelings and desires should never be allowed to crowd out the Spirit's

18



leadings. God gives one the ability, he exercises it as opportunity offers, and
his brethren come to respect and accept his divine call.

Should Women Hold Offices?

This is to be left to the Holy Spirit. Women should hold any office in
which they are placed by God through the Holy Spirit. Both sons and daugh-
ters are to prophesy, or preach (Acts 2:17-18; 21:9). There are a number of
women in the Bible who rendered valuable aid in the work of the church.
Women are not to be excluded from the work of spreading the Gospel of
Christ. The Bible states that a woman is not to usurp authority over the man
(1 Timothy 2:12), but authority God gives is not usurped.

JUST A THOUGHT

Ask yourself, "What kind of church would ours be
if everyone was like me?"

____________
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LESSON 7

SPIRITUAL GIFTS GIVEN TO THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Today we study a little further into the subject opened in last week's
lesson. Not only officers and leaders in the church are qualified and placed
by God. Every member of the body has a place to fill (1 Corinthians 12:7).
The place is according to the ability God gives. Special abilities given by
God to enable one to better do His work are called gifts of the Spirit. This 
factor makes one a living, working part of the church. We can bear much
fruit unto Christ.

MEMORY VERSE: For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's
husbandry, ye are God's building. —1 Corinthians 3:9

The Spirit's Gifts

Ephesians 4:7 The Church of God is built by Christ. It is His body. The
life of Christ is flowing throughout the body. Unto every one of us is given
grace—the life of God—according to the measure of the gift of Christ.
The gifts differ "according to the grace that is given to us" (Romans 12:6).
Men can give gifts and titles to one another, but only God can bestow spir-
itual gifts of ability to do the work of God.

Ephesians 4:8-10 When Christ ascended up on high. Several days after
He arose from the dead, Christ ascended back to Heaven (Acts 1:9-11). He
ascended as a conqueror. He led captivity captive. Sin that had captivated
mankind was now captivated by the gift of God's dear Son. He made possible
the giving of gifts unto men. The greatest gift made possible by Christ's
Ascension is the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. It is important here
to point out that without us first receiving the Gift, which is the Spirit, there
can be no gifts given by the Spirit. The Spirit's coming makes possible the
gifts of the Spirit we are considering.

The deity of Christ and the physical resurrection of Christ are two truths
emphasized here. This is important in our lesson because it shows the power
and authority He has to give gifts. The One who ascended had first come
down from Heaven. The same One had descended into the grave, into the
lower parts of the earth. Christ came from Heaven, fulfilled His earthly
purpose, and went back to Heaven to fulfill all things.
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Perfection

Ephesians 4:11-13 What are some of the gifts given by the Spirit? He
gave gifts, which made some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers. The gifts are for the purpose
of perfecting the church, Christ's body. The Bible, in many places, teaches
that the body of Christ must be perfect (Matthew 5:48; 2 Corinthians 13:11;
James 3:2). The church can be perfected only by the perfecting of the saints
individually. The work is to go on until we all come ... unto a perfect man.
What is the standard of perfection we are to reach? The measure of the stat-
ure of the fulness of Christ. The whole church—all saints—is together the
body of Christ. When each one is perfectly in his place, with a perfect heart
fulfilling God's purpose for him, then the whole body of Christ is a perfect
man. Only as the ministries made possible by the Spirit's gifts are exercised,
as God intends, are the members of the body perfected. Only as the saints'
gifts are received can the ministries be exercised fully.

It is possible to become perfect in this life. Not as the world counts per-
fection—incapable of mistakes, without weaknesses or failures, or without
the possibility of falling back into sin. But this Scripture (and others) teach
saints can and must be perfect as children of God—pure in heart, living with-
out sin, with a disposition to wholly follow the Lord, having all the qualities
God intends.

Be No More Children

Ephesians 4:13-15 Another function of these ministries is to protect the
church from heresy. As the saints are perfected by the teaching and work of
their Spirit-directed leaders, they grow spiritually mature—no more chil-
dren—and are not led astray by false teachings. Satan has his people busy
continually forming new doctrines, twisting Scriptures and using clever argu-
ments to deceive the weak. Many are deceived by these doctrines. But God's
saints, who are established in faith and the knowledge of the Son of God,
are not deceived. They speak the truth in love. Instead of being led into false
belief, they grow up into him—into Christ.

Gifts Differ

Ephesians 4:16 Let us look at the body of Christ as a whole. Beginning
with Christ as the Head, drawing life from Him, the whole body fitly (right-
ly) joined together (the members united) and compacted by that which
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every joint supplieth (securely established by what each member supplies),
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part (in pro-
portion as each fulfills the work measured out to him), maketh increase of
the body unto the edifying of itself in love (the body grows and matures,
perfecting itself in the love of God). It is a beautiful church with a beautiful
Head and beautiful members. Each member adds his part to the perfection
of the whole body. Many members are needed for this beautiful body.

Make Yourself Available

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 All saints may have gifts of the Spirit, but not all
do have them. Why? If one desires to go to work in the body and become use-
ful to God, one must make himself available for duty. When one says, "Here
I am, Lord, use me," then God will give him work to do and it will add beau-
ty to his experience with God, thereby adding beauty to the Church of God.
This we call dedicating our lives to God's service. Some gifts of the Spirit
make leaders. Others make other workers. There are gifts for every member
(verse 7). The body needs many who pray and live godly lives.

Wisdom ... knowledge ... faith ... healing ... miracles ... prophecy ...
discerning of spirits ... tongues ... interpretation of tongues. By these, the
church is filled with the power of God. No doubt the greatest reasons for the
lack of gifts of the Spirit in the church are ignorance of the possibility of
having them and the lack of prayer to receive them.

Whatever the size given to us, whether large for gifts of leadership and
wide influence or smaller for more hidden services, our business is to keep
the channel open between us and God that He may keep us filled with that
which only He can supply.

JUST A THOUGHT

The Christian's life is the world's Bible.

___________
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LESSON 8

CHURCH GOVERNMENT

Scripture Texts: Isaiah 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians 11:3; James 4:12; Psalm
132:13; 1 Peter 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 5:17-21

God organized the Church of God, set each member in his appointed
place, and provided gifts of the Spirit to enable each to carry on His work.
Now, how does this organism operate? The gift comes first, then the position.
For example, an elder holds the position of elder because of the spiritual gifts
Christ gave him that made him an elder. Any authority Christ has the right
to use came with and because of the gifts. Neither authority nor ability can
be his because of having been chosen by man to occupy the position. Since
elders have duties to the church, the church also has duties to the elders.

MEMORY VERSE: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to
be the head over all things to the church. —Ephesians 1:22

The Ruler

Isaiah 9:6-7 Christ is the child and the son. The government shall be
upon his shoulder. His government is to increase forever—growing and
prospering. He is to govern his kingdom, His church. He was born King over
it—upon the throne of David. He would order it—build and organize it, set
the parts in order (1 Corinthians 12:18). He did establish it with judgment
and with justice. It will last for ever. He is ruling over the church now. Its
government is upon his shoulder now. All authority rests in Him. 

Any attempt to set up a church government system other than Christ has
already established is wrong. Any attempt to legislate, either for the govern-
mental organization or for the doctrinal belief of the church, is treason. Only
when the headship of Christ is recognized in all the body can it be the true
Church of God (Ephesians 1:22). In all phases of the government, Christ has
authority.

The Chain of Command

1 Corinthians 11:3 Since it is true that Christ is the Head, the King over
His government, it is plain that He sets subjects under His command. The
head of Christ is God. The head of every man is Christ. The head of the
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woman is the man. When the wife recognizes the authority of her husband
and obeys him and the husband recognizes the authority of Christ and obeys
Him as Christ recognizes the authority of God and obeys Him, then will the
church be governed as God planned: God, Christ, man, and woman (Ephe-
sians 5:22-32). 

It is in Christ's plan to call and place elders in every city where there are
people who desire to be governed by God's law. Selecting a true elder, or
pastor, is Christ's method of placing His law with His people. Also, Christ
places on the pastor the responsibility of bringing judgment on those who fail
to obey His law or recognize proper authority. The pastor has a great respon-
sibility to Christ, and the saint has a great responsibility to the pastor. The
body of Christ cannot survive without a true pastor, or undershepherd, to
lead them.

The Lawmaker

James 4:12 There is one lawgiver—this one refers to God. The head of
an institution is its lawmaker. "For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our
lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us" (Isaiah 33:22). Government
goes out from where the king is because there is where the laws are made.
There is but one head; hence there can be but one lawgiver. No body can
function properly with two heads. Neither can a body function properly with
two sets of laws. The Bible only is our rule of faith. It is a rod of iron (Reve-
lation 2:27; 19:15). It cannot be bent or broken.

Zion, the Lord's Habitation

Psalm 132:13 The LORD hath chosen Zion ... for his habitation. Psalm
48:1-2 tells us Mount Zion is "the city of the great King." A mountain is a
large and immovable result of God's work. So is the church. The only head-
quarters over any congregation is the one in Heaven; it has no earthly head-
quarters (Hebrews 12:22-23). The Church of God is thoroughly divine, not
a society. It is not monarchical (papal rule by one), not oligarchical (episco-
pal rule by a few), not republican (presbyterian rule by elected representa-
tives), nor is it democratic (congregational rule by the people). It is a theoc-
racy (specifically ruled by the Word of God by divine revelation).

Each member receives direction from the head, the pastor, and not from
some other member, committee, or headquarters of men. Our hand does not
tell our feet, ears, and eyes what to do, but all work cooperatively with the
head. Thus, Christ gives direction to all (Colossians 2:18-19). The church
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recognizes what God has done, instead of trying to get God to recognize what
man has done. The setting into the body takes place with the new birth, and
as we dedicate our bodies as a living sacrifice and grow daily in grace and
knowledge, God may see fit to entrust us with more and greater responsibili-
ties as it pleases Him.

The Elder's Duty to the Church

1 Peter 5:1-4 Peter, an elder, and under the inspiration of God, wrote
exhorting elders to feed the flock of God—the Church of God. What are
elders to feed them? Spiritual food, Christ and His Word, the true sayings of
God (John 6:51-63; 2 Timothy 4:2). Elders are to take the oversight of the
local church. This is the place of service God has given to elders. They are
pastors. They are to serve, not as being forced, but gladly, with their will
blended with God's will. Not for money, but from love for the Lord and His
work. Pastors are not to drive, but to lead. Any authority a pastor has is a
delegated authority to be used only at the order of Jesus Christ. Every elder
must give an account of his work to the chief Shepherd, Christ the Head of
the church.

The Church's Duty to the Elder

1 Timothy 5:17-21 Since the elders have duties to the church, the church
also has duties to the elders. The same love that moves the pastor to be true
to the church causes the church to give respect and honor to the pastor. Even
though the pastor is not preaching for money, the church is responsible for
seeing his financial need is taken care of. The labourer is worthy of his re-
ward.

No individual with a love for God and His church should receive an accu-
sation against the pastor, in any case, except there be two or three witnesses
to establish the charge (see 2 Corinthians 13:1). Whenever God makes it
plain He is blessing the work of an elder, the church will be in agreement
with what God has established. Read Hebrews 13:17. When it is very evident
that the man of God is watching out for our souls, it will be easy for the
church to "obey" and "submit" to his rule. 

The church stands as responsible to "give account" to God for fulfilling
their duty to their pastor, as the pastor is responsible to "give account" for
his watch for their souls. The secret for this plan to run smoothly is that the
elder and each member be filled with the Spirit and obey Christ. God's
purpose for His church is all good. True members of Christ's body have a
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disposition to carry out God's good purpose. God's spiritual gifts enable His
people to carry out His purpose.

JUST A THOUGHT

God puts no ring in your nose 
or chain about your neck.

____________
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LESSON 9

HUMAN RULE IN THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Matthew 20:25-28; 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 Corinthians 2:11-14

Human beings are a large part of the church. Therefore, there must be and
is a human side to the government of the church. In this lesson, we take a
look at what part belongs to men and women and what part is wrong for them
to assume. 

God rules. Human rule is wrong. Man's part is to carry out the rule of
Christ, the Head. Man has no right to provide for ruling bodies in the Church
of God with the power to place workers, set policies, control procedures, de-
cide beliefs, formulate creeds, etc.

MEMORY VERSE: Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. —John 15:13

The Secret to Greatness

Matthew 20:25-28 The princes of the Gentiles—earthly rulers—exer-
cise dominion over them. We are all aware of the tendency in human nature
to seek for power over others. Dictatorships show something of the extreme
to which men tend to go in exercising authority over those in their power.
Jesus said, it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great
among you, let him be your minister ... chief ... let him be your servant.
The Church of God has no human rulers, only servants. 

The measure of greatness in the church is the amount of service we give.
The pattern for us in service is the Son of man. He came for the one purpose
of ministering to sinful man in giving his life a ransom for many. The same
Spirit must be in us if we perform the part man has been given to do in the
church.

We speak of living in the strength of the flesh as carnality. It is the oppo-
site of living after the Spirit of God, or spirituality. Carnal living, when exer-
cised in personal living and work, produces, as far as it reaches, a carnal,
worldly church that is not of God, but is dead. When carnality exercises it-
self in obtaining dominion over others, it produces human rule. We see it in
denominational organizations. No human ruling body was in Christ's plan for
the church. He said, It shall not be so among you.
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By the Grace of God

1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift—according to the
spiritual ability God has given him—even so minister the same one to
another. Everyone in the church is to carry on his work by means of the gifts
of the Spirit, not by means of his own natural judgment and planning. What
gift? The manifold grace of God—God's power, put into man's hands as a
trust. It is to be used in humility, as a servant and not as a lord. Do not make
the mistake of trying to use a gift you do not have. If one works in his purely
natural strength, his work is cut off from God, like an electric motor with the
power line unplugged. Minister the same one to another. Ministers spoken
of here are not just preachers, but include all saints. Saints are to bless and
encourage other saints and work to convert sinners. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:7, we read, "We have this treasure in earthen vessels."
The only scope of human rule in the church is to provide the earthen vessel
in which Christ can place the gift, truly a "treasure ... that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of us." There is a part that man cannot do;
there is a part that God will not do, but instead He uses earthen vessels.

1 Peter 4:11 If any man speak—not preachers only—let him speak as
the oracles of God—speak the words God dictates, use the Bible. If any
man minister—serve in any way—let him do it as of the ability which God
giveth. Very clear, yet many fail here. Why? Because of a lack of spiritual
discernment. Human ideas are brought in and human rule is the outgrowth.
God-given abilities must be used so that God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. Jesus is to have the dominion for ever and ever, not
men.

Conflicting Spirits

1 Corinthians 2:11-14 It is the spirit of man in us that understands or
feels human nature. It is the Spirit of God in us that understands the things
of God. God wants us to grasp His spiritual blessings. He wants us to know
the things that are freely given to us of God. To make His people capable
of knowing these, He has given them His Spirit. Then they use the wisdom
which the Holy Ghost teacheth when they speak or act. They do not follow
their human thoughts only—words which man's wisdom teacheth. This
spiritual equipment and its use are necessary for the entire divine mission of
the church. Any organization lacking it cannot be the Church of God. The
natural—unregenerate, unsaved—man receiveth not the things of the Spir-
it of God—his mind and heart will not take them in. Not having them, he
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cannot use them. Therefore, if an unconverted person is put by man into a
place of service or authority in the church, all he can do is speak words
which man's wisdom teacheth. That part of God's work is lowered to a
human level and ceases to be a part of God's living church. Like a splinter
in a finger, it is a foreign body lodged in and plaguing the body of Christ. If
such unconverted ones have enough influence to exert a power over other
members and work of the church to be "lords over God's heritage" (1 Peter
5:3), then human rule begins and will grow, doing much harm. To lean on
man brings no special blessings. Quality is better than quantity.

JUST A THOUGHT

Christ is the water of life; we are only the cup
in which a drink is passed to others.

____________
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LESSON 10

RECOGNIZING THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: 1 John 3:1-3, 10; John 13:34-35; 15:4-8; 8:36; 1 Peter
2:9; 2 Timothy 3:5; 2 John 9-11

In studying about the church, we have seen a divine institution, perfectly
organized by God, with Christ as the Head, and redeemed, Spirit-led, holy
people as the members of His body. This is not just an ideal, but it is a real,
actual, visible presence. 

The Church of God is easy to pick out. The church can be called on the
telephone and asked to pray. The church has signs following it. The church
is a peculiar people. Today, we will consider some reasons she is so plainly
distinguished among all others.

MEMORY VERSE: Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. —Titus 2:14

A Clean, Pure, Righteous, Loving People

1 John 3:1-3 What manner of love—what marvelous love—that we
should be called the sons of God. At the present time, in this present world,
there are children of God. Therefore the world knoweth us not. Those who
do not love God or believe on Christ do not understand the manner of the
church because they do not know God.

1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest—are seen, are re-
vealed to sight. Then, the church can be seen, for children of God are the
church. There are two kinds of people—children of God and children of the
devil. God tells us the difference. God's children do righteousness and love
their brothers and sisters. The devil's children do neither. God draws a line
between His church and those outside.

The Line of Love

John 13:34-35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disci-
ples—this is the mark by which both church and world can distinguish fol-
lowers of Christ—if ye have love one to another. Since "God is love"
(1 John 4:8), those born of God are filled with His love. This love sets the
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Church of God out "as the lily among thorns" and "as the apple tree among
the trees" (Song of Solomon 2:2-3)—easy for all to recognize.

A Dependent, Fruitful People

John 15:4-8 Abide in me, and I in you. If we are to maintain this love,
we must walk in obedience to abide in God, for "God is love" (1 John 4:8).
And I in you—let His Word dwell richly within our hearts and minds, thus
keeping us connected to the vine. We have no goodness or strength of our
own to bear fruit of the Spirit any more than a branch cut off the literal vine
can bear fruit of itself. Every branch draws its sustenance from the vine.
Without this vital connection, we can bear no fruit. Our fruit makes it possi-
ble for others to see whether we are a part of the church (Galatians 5:22-23).

If ye abide in me. The Christian who abides in Christ has all God's prom-
ises. God supplies needs, not wants. Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you—the promise of answered prayer—surely a great light
that shines out to a world of unbelief.

A People Free Indeed

John 8:36 When a man has been made free indeed, he is truly free. This
makes him a gazingstock to the world. No person without the power of God
in his life is truly free. Some rattle their chains to show they are free. They
are bound by habits, passions, possessions, fears, and sins (John 8:34). There
is only one way to be free, that is, to get rid of sin. The holy life is a life of
greater freedom than anyone outside of Christ ever knew. The body may be
bound or persecuted or even killed, but the spirit is free. When one is free
inside, no bondage outside can conquer him. This is not all.

In Romans 8:1-2, we read of a people who are not condemned—free be-
fore God. They are still in the flesh; they live here on earth just like other
people, eating, sleeping, and working to make a living. But they do not walk
"after the flesh." They walk "after the Spirit." The Holy Spirit directs their
lives. They are free from the rule of "sin and death."

A Peculiar People

1 Peter 2:9 When a saint has a testimony that he is part of a chosen gen-
eration, a royal priesthood, and an holy nation, he places himself among
a peculiar people. This will get the immediate attention of all who hear, and
he will become a gazingstock to the world. He will be watched and tried, and

31



rightfully so. You are being recognized as the church, a peculiar people, and
you are showing forth the praises of him who hath called you.

The members of the Church of God are loving, obedient, peaceable, clean,
pure, righteous, yielded (Romans 6:13), dependent, fruitful, free, Spirit-led,
living (Romans 6:11), and a peculiar people. God's people look, act, and live
differently because they are different.

Evil Teaching

2 Timothy 3:5 God tells us the proper attitude to hold toward those not
of the church. Some have a form of godliness. They are religious, but deny
the power thereof. They do not believe in an experience of salvation from
sin, the power of the Holy Spirit in one's heart, etc. From such turn away.
We are not to lend our support to them.

2 John 9-11 Some take a stand against Christ by teaching a false religion.
They abide not in the doctrine of Christ, and so they do not have God. Such
are not in God's church. Clear directions for the proper attitude toward these
are found here. If there come any ... and bring not this doctrine of Christ,
receive him not into your house—do not show favor to his false doctrine,
do not give him an opportunity to present it favorably to you or to others, do
not lend any of your facilities to aid the spread of evil teaching. Neither bid
him God speed—do not wish him success. To do so is to become equally
guilty with the false teacher of his evil deeds.

JUST A THOUGHT

The best argument for holiness is a holy life.

____________
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LESSON 11

AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Galatians 1:8-12; Matthew 15:3, 9; Isaiah 8:20; Matthew
16:19; 18:15-20

All authority rests in and proceeds from God. Christ is the Head of the
church. To carry on His work, He has assigned a measure of authority to His
church. Any authority they hold is to be used within the limits God has
drawn and not independently. 

The authority any individual has a right to exercise is according to the
spiritual ability the Holy Spirit gives him. It is an authority to make the gift
effective in the work he does, not a power to control others. Let us examine
some of the authority God has delegated to the church.

MEMORY VERSE: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. —Romans 1:16

Divine Authority

Galatians 1:8-12 Paul was concerned over a turn of the Galatian church
from what he had taught them to some other doctrine. According to his
message to them here, they were about to become a sect with a man-made
creed. He wrote, assuring them what he had preached was the ONLY true
Gospel. No man, not even an angel from heaven, had any other true Gospel
for them. There can be but ONE truth. Paul's basis for saying this did not
rest in his authority but in God's. The gospel which was preached of me is
not after man. He had received it by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

In Paul's preaching, it was God who was persuading men, not Paul. It was
the same Gospel that gives the church authority today and in every age (Ro-
mans 1:16). We learn that the Bible's plan concerning salvation is from God,
and authority is given to preach it. No one is given authority to change it.

Traditions and Customs

Matthew 15:3, 9 The Jews added rules, teachings, and traditions to the
Law God had given them. Jesus asked, Why do ye also transgress the com-
mandment of God by your tradition? Concerning their worship—in vain
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they do worship me—their worship brought no favor from God, no good re-
sults, because it was false worship. This is the normal, but tragic, result of
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. Here we learn to add
tradition to God's commandments is sin, and it is wrong to teach men's com-
mandments as being binding like those of God.

Isaiah 8:20 Look into God's Word; compare all teachings with the Bible.
This is a good test for trying the spirit. If they, any teachers, speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because there is no light in them. Teachings dif-
fering from the Bible are not true or right, and teachers who add to or differ
from the Bible have no divine authority. We have learned thus far in the les-
son that no human being or angel (Paul included himself) has the authority
to change the Bible.

Sin and Forgiveness

Matthew 16:19 To receive the keys to anything as big as the Kingdom of
God carries with it authority. Christ won this authority by His death, Resur-
rection, and return to Heaven. He assigns a measure of His authority to hu-
man beings to carry on His work—delegated authority (Isaiah 22:22; Revela-
tion 3:7). When the church receives this authority from Christ, great respon-
sibility comes with it. The authority of the church is the Gospel of Christ.
We should take the Gospel seriously because our attitude toward it, belief or
unbelief, determines whether we are bound or set free.

Matthew 18:15-18 In the very words of Jesus, here are instructions for
handling problems of personal wrongs within the church. He gave three steps
to be used in order until the offender is won to right action, or proves unwill-
ing to change. The wronged person is to talk with the offender: first pri-
vately, second with two or three witnesses, and third he is to bring it unto
the church. If one of the steps is successful, it is good. If none are, the
offender is to be treated as an heathen man and a publican—as a sinner and
outside the church. Jesus said, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and ... loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Notice a few points: 

(1) Authority is given to the church to be advised of the facts of an of-
fense. 

(2) The disciplinary power of the church is limited to the use of persua-
sion and withdrawal of fellowship. No penalty is to be inflicted. 

(3) God counts the judgment of those in authority as binding. 
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(4) The authority to bind and loose does not include the right of adding
rules and laws to what God has given.

(5) It does not include the right of any to exercise dominion over others
(Matthew 20:25-28). Where duties are given, there must also be au-
thority given to carry out the duties.

Matthew 18:19-20 If two of you shall agree ... it shall be done. What
tremendous authority is this—to call upon God and to get His attention? How
is it done? There is agreement of those asking, unity of purpose and spirit.
They are gathered in Christ's name. They are His—yielded to His will, ex-
alting Him, and believing Him. Christ is in the midst of them. He in their
hearts so influences their thoughts and desires that they ask "according to his
will," are heard, and are granted their petitions (1 John 5:14-15).

The Authority of God's Workers

Authority is necessary to the successful progress of the church. Each
member has the authority of truth in the Gospel message he teaches. Truth
is powerful and authoritative (Hebrews 4:12). Each member also has the
authority of his commission (Matthew 28:19-20). With every gift the Spirit
gives to carry on any work of the church, God gives the authority necessary
for the proper exercise of that gift. As long as the worker is obeying his call,
he has divine authority in doing the work God has given him. When the gift
is lost, the authority is taken away.

JUST A THOUGHT

A grudge is too heavy a load for anyone to carry.

___________
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LESSON 12

APOSTASY OF THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Peter 2:1-2;
Jude 3

God's Word is the truth. Because it is, it tells of coming failures as well
as successes. God knows the future. When our lesson Scriptures were writ-
ten, the apostasy was in the future. Now we can look at it from the stand-
points of prophecy, and of history, and as it is happening today. Apostasy is
in two forms: (1) a rejection of the authority of the Word of God and (2) a
rejection of the Holy Spirit's rule. The first opens the door for any kind of
false doctrine to enter. The second allows the setting up of human rule in its
many degrees. The great apostasy predicted in our lesson Scriptures is the
result of both phases of sinful error.

MEMORY VERSE: Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

—Hebrews 2:1

A Falling Away

2 Thessalonians 2:3-7 The early church expected Christ to return soon.
Paul wrote that a falling away must come before that day when Christ re-
turns. He did not want the saints to be discouraged and give up faith at
seeing some of the church turn away from the truth. This was to be a great
and extensive apostasy, bringing to the world a man-made system of religion
so wicked as to be called that man of sin ... the son of perdition. The spirit
motivating this system originates in hell. Who opposeth—sets himself
against God and His truth—and exalteth himself above ... God takes honor
belonging to God, changes God's Word.

Paul said the mystery of iniquity—the secret evil—doth already work.
It had begun to grow, but was not yet seen, nor revealed. Something was
holding it back. That force was the clear truth of the Gospel of Christ. When
that hindrance was removed, the evil system would be revealed—come to
power and be seen. The apostasy of the church allowed it to come forth
(1 John 2:18-19).

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 Then shall that Wicked be revealed, but it will
not continue forever. The Lord will destroy it with the spirit of his mouth,
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and the brightness of his coming. This is the only method for the spirit of
apostasy to be revealed in our day. With all deceivableness of unrighteous-
ness in them that perish—poor, deluded, lost souls are held in its sin. Had
they received the love of the truth, they could have been saved. All need to
know the truth.

Watch

1 Timothy 4:1-3 The Spirit speaketh—God's Word, not Paul's. In the
latter times—then it was the future. Now we are living near the end of time.
There was to be a departure from the faith, a turning from the true Gospel.
Instead of following the Bible, they would follow seducing spirits, and doc-
trines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy, pretending to be true. Having
their conscience seared with a hot iron—taught to override their sense of
right and wrong. The same Gospel-hot iron that smooths out the wrinkles of
the saints' garments, if not allowed to do so, will sear the conscience. In this
experience of being seared, the nerves of natural feeling are destroyed. In
Matthew 13:3-8, we read of a condition of how the falling away begins. The
seed planted in the same type of soil brought forth at first "an hundredfold,"
then "sixtyfold," then "thirtyfold." The "mystery of iniquity" was already
working. This is a good way to recognize a falling away in our day—good
fruit becomes less and less.

The world is the field; the church is in the center of that field; this is
where the wheat is planted. With all the rest of the world open to him, the
devil desires to sow his tares here with the wheat. He wanted to destroy this
hundredfold harvest, and he did so in the early church.

One cannot fall from a height he has never attained. The fact they fell
proves they were living on a lower spiritual plane than before. They wanted
to be called the church, but they did not want to pay the full price. This is
apostasy. To refuse light, after beginning to walk with God, causes one to
take on another spirit, that of apostasy—a spiritual blindness, a darkness
from which few escape. It takes a divine work to lift one to the exalted posi-
tion of holiness, and it takes the same divine work to keep him from fall-
ing—complete obedience. 

Any spot on one's garment defiles one, rendering him unworthy to walk
with Christ in white. We must be in the light to watch (Revelation 3:2-6).
The sad thing about apostasy is that individuals know there is only one way,
one standard, to maintain victory over sin and evil, but they toss it aside and
attempt to hold the line by human works. Few ever return to their former
state after they fall from the truth. This is because they turn down the only
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remedy for being healed of the trouble. Consider the following example that
proves this point. If you had the only remedy to heal terminal diseases and
offered it to someone dying of such a disease and that person refused to
accept it, that is a picture of what takes place when people apostatize and do
not get back. They refuse the only cure provided, the complete Word of God.

The Remedy

2 Peter 2:1-2 There shall be false teachers among you. This Scripture
should cause us to examine ourselves. Are any false teachers privily—slyly,
gradually, unnoticed—bringing in damnable heresies? God, through Peter,
tells us many shall follow these false doctrines. Because of that, the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of.

Jude 3 Earnestly contend for the faith. You do not have to contend un-
less someone is trying to take something away. Paul kept the faith (1 Tim-
othy 4:7-16). Our only hope of escape from the spirit of apostasy is to buy
the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, and live the truth—no compromise.
Full obedience to Bible doctrine and Holy Spirit rule is sufficient to bring the
Church of God through. Shall we escape? We must!

JUST A THOUGHT

It is dangerous to have more light than
we are walking in.

____________
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LESSON 13

THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH

Scripture Texts: Isaiah 9:7; Hebrews 12:18-28; Revelation 19:7-9; 22:14

Will the widespread apostasy we studied about in the last lesson be the
destruction of the Church of God? Will the failure of many to live up to the
Bible standard frustrate God's plan and deprive Christ of a pure, holy bride?
Will there be none to receive the rewards promised to the true and faithful
church? Let us see if we can find the answer from God's eternal Word. The
church is pure and holy, but much that is unholy works to mingle with the
church. God knows His own and will clear away all who are not His.

MEMORY VERSE: And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things
which cannot be shaken may remain. —Hebrews 12:27

An Enduring Experience

Isaiah 9:7 Long before the church was set up, God, through Isaiah, stated
of the increase of his (Christ's) government and peace—overall rule and
peace of heart—there shall be no end. It was to be established henceforth
even for ever. The outcome was not to be trusted to weak humanity, but the
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Hebrews 12:18-24 These verses are one sentence and make a contrast be-
tween the mount that … burned with fire that if so much as a beast touch
the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart (speaking
of Mount Sinai; Exodus 19:11-13) and mount Sion (a reference to the New
Testament church). Literal Mount Zion ("the city of David"; 2 Samuel 5:7)
was where the Ark of the Covenant was taken, where the presence of God
was, and where David pitched "the tabernacle" (2 Samuel 6:15-17). It serves
as a type of the New Testament church and the spiritual realities enjoyed in
it. The privileges of the church are much greater than those enjoyed by peo-
ple living under the Levitical Law. 

An innumerable company of angels … the general assembly and
church of the firstborn, "born of God" (1 John 5:1). These expressions de-
note different aspects or roles associated with the church. The church—the
general assembly—is composed of both the Old Testament brethren and the
New Testament brethren. (Just as a state's General Assembly is composed of
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two chambers.) The Old Testament brethren are referred to as the spirits of
just men made perfect. The work of Christ enabled Old Testament brethren
(who were justified by their faith; Romans 4:3) to be made perfect (com-
plete) and brought into the church. What a great company the Church of God
is! 

The church—the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem—is al-
so referred to in Revelation 21:2, 10. It is represented by these expressions
to denote other divine attributes of the church. The church was purchased by
Jesus' blood (Acts 20:28), referred to as the blood of sprinkling. This al-
lusion was used because the blood of the Passover lamb, and other animals,
serve as a type of the blood of Christ. The blood was sprinkled on the door-
posts at the Passover (Exodus 12:7, 13) and later on the altar (Leviticus 3:2,
8, 13; 4:6, 17). The blood of these Old Testament animal sacrifices could not
"take away sins" (Hebrews 10:4).  

The blood of sprinkling of Jesus speaketh better things than that of
Abel. Christ's blood can take away sins since it came from a sacrifice who
was "in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15).
It was divine blood, "the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot" (1 Peter 1:19). It came from a sinless source!

Time of Shaking

Hebrews 12:25-28 We are warned that it is dangerous to refuse God
when He speaks. As this Gospel dispensation is superior to the Law dispen-
sation, so will punishment be more severe for sin in the Gospel dispensation
than for that against the Law. Then, Moses spake on earth, now God speak-
eth from heaven; then God shook the earth (Exodus, Chapter 19), now He
will shake not the earth only, but also heaven. Why will He shake both
earth and heaven? To remove from the church all things not up to His stan-
dard of holiness. Things that are made—earthly, man-made, temporary
things—will be shaken off from His church, and only the lasting, eternal, di-
vinely made things will be left (Matthew 24:35; 15:13). God will not shake
off anything that we want to hold on to, such as impurities, encumbrances,
and debris that cling to us and spoil our beautiful garments. We must let
them go.

We are exhorted to have grace—to live in the power of God, to receive
a supply of His life and strength to live acceptably, that we may have a
kingdom which cannot be moved. This is the great hope toward which the
church looks. An old song of Zion pictures it so beautifully: "We have a
hope within our souls, Brighter than the perfect day: God has given us His
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Spirit, And we want the world to hear it, All the doubts are passed away.
Life will end in joyful singing, 'I have fought a faithful fight,' Then we'll lay
our armor down; And our soul will break the cable here, and take its happy
flight, To possess a starry crown."

Nothing matters so much to us as that we be part of the unshakable
church. Many temptations, delusions, and discouragements will be brought
against us to overthrow us, but God will not forsake us. He will "make a way
to escape," if we will take it (1 Corinthians 10:13).

A Clean Bride

Revelation 19:7-9 The end of time will be a great day for the church.
Christ is coming back to get His bride (the Church of God, the saints). She
will be ready—made ready while living on earth (Ephesians 5:25-27). Her
dress will be the righteousness of saints, likened to fine linen, clean and
white. This dress must be obtained in this earthly life. Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. To be the bride
of Christ is the hope of the church. This is why everything that is not becom-
ing to the bride must be shaken off. The true sayings of God do the shaking
off.

Revelation 22:14 Do his commandments. This is the requirement for en-
trance into Heaven. This includes all of them—those for being made a child
of God and those for continuing to live the Christian life. Doing His com-
mandments will allow us to eat of the tree of life, thus to have eternal life,
and to enter Heaven. This is the hope of the church—and the church only.
Only those who stand will make it safely. I do not want to miss it. Do you?

JUST A THOUGHT

Satan shows the bait but hides the hook.

____________
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