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NOTE TO THE TEACHERS

This booklet is intended to be a help in preparing Sunday school les-
sons. The title, subject, and topics are only the menu. It is your respon-
sibility to prepare the meal.

The proper ingredients are the salty inspirations of the Holy Spirit,
seasoned with His grace. Bake the ingredients at a hot temperature in the
oven of prayer. The time-tested recipe for preparing a nutritious meal is
found in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth."



LESSON 1

PROPHECY OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 9:2-7; 53:2; 7:14-15; Daniel 2:34-35,
4-45

For God to bring into being something as great as His everlasting king-
dom, there must be prophecy concerning its coming. To discover roots of the
Christian religion, we must go into the Old Testament, mainly the Prophets.

In this lesson, the primary emphasis falls on Christ, the King. Isaiah,
writing in the dark days of wicked King Ahaz, foretold that the coming King
would shine brightly. So we think of Him in terms of light. Wherever on
earth that darkness prevails, light is greatly needed.

MEMORY VERSE: Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Be-
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im-
manuel.

—Isaiah 7:14

A Victorious King

Genesis 3:15 Here we go back to the first prophecy. The very first Proph-
et was God, here prophesying that the seed of the woman would bruise the
serpent's head, and that the serpent would bruise his heel, her seed being
Christ.

The Almighty King of Light

Isaiah 9:2-7 Here Isaiah prophesied of a great light shining on a people
walking in darkness, people dwelling in an impossible condition with the very
shadow of death hanging over them. Isaiah's long career as a prophet in Ju-
dah had taken him through some of the darkest days known to God's people.
These were the years when King Ahaz ruled. It was during this dark time in
history that God moved on Isaiah to prophesy of a coming Light Who would
light His people's way into freedom and liberty from the oppressor. That
Light is Christ (John 1:4-5). What great hope must have stirred within them
when they heard Isaiah's words in Isaiah 60:1-4! What our dark world needs
today is light from the Source of Light.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. This was God's way
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of sending the King of righteousness. He was born of a woman unto us, and
He was given by God to reign over us, but we must receive Him. And the
government shall be upon his shoulder. God laid the key to His kingdom
upon the shoulder of Christ and gave Him an eternal throne (Isaiah
22:22-23). How much of this the prophet understood, who can tell? Moved
by the Holy Spirit, doubtless he spoke more wisely than he knew. Even to-
day, we find in his words new depths and heights we have not attained to.
But we behold enough to cause us to bow down with admiration to the King
of the everlasting kingdom—Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords and King of
kings.

And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God.
Today, men need to seek and find the wisdom of this Wonderful Counselor.
If man's wisdom would have been enough, God would not have needed to
send His only Son to counsel His people. Earthly wisdom fails miserably in
the Kingdom of God.

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Christ's seed provides ev-
erlasting life for an everlasting kingdom (Daniel 4:3). Christ alone can bring
peace. The only peace that man will ever know is that which Christ places
in the heart of individuals. The nations of the world will never know a uni-
versal peace. Christ came to bring peace in earth not on earth.

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.
With every soul that is saved, this kingdom is increased. When Christ was
on earth, He could only be at one locality at a time, but after He went back
to the Father, He could be (through the Holy Spirit) everywhere in His king-
dom (John 14:12).
 

The Root

Isaiah 53:2 Here Isaiah told of the coming King, not only coming in a
dark time, but in a dry time as well. As a root out of a dry ground—the
root out of the stem of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1-2, 10). After the tree had been cut
down, a shoot would spring up from what seemed to be barren, dry soil and
bring forth fruit worthy of Heaven. Remember, no word had been sent from
God for over four hundred years when Christ was sent. Dry ground indeed!

A Sign From the Lord

Isaiah 7:14 Certainly, Isaiah had a keen spiritual insight into the coming
Kingdom of God. Here he told of the most infallible sign to be given, the sign
of the Lord. This concerned the virgin birth and even what He would be
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named.
Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45 Here is a prophecy of the power of the everlasting

Kingdom of God. We are shown here how the Kingdom of God, the Stone,
would be cut out without hands and would break down all other kingdoms of
this world. In these Scriptures alone, are many messages of truth concerning
the Kingdom of God.

Isaiah 9:7 The zeal of the LORD—His love stirred to action by concern
for His beloved children—will perform this.

JUST A THOUGHT

Trust God, Christ rules.

____________
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LESSON 2

CHRIST'S PARABLE OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Matthew 21:33-43; Romans 11:32

We are studying about a kingdom different from and above all others, the
only kingdom established and ruled by God. This is the Kingdom of God or
the Kingdom of Heaven. The terms are interchangeable.

The kingdom that Israel possessed was not the one that Christ came to
establish, but it was the pattern of this later one (Hebrews, Chapter 9). It
was an earthly kingdom symbolic of the greater, spiritual one to follow.
When Jesus came bringing the spiritual kingdom to be sealed by a new cove-
nant, Israel rejected Him and, in so doing, rejected the kingdom. All religious
confusion can be attributed to a false conception of the Kingdom of God.

MEMORY VERSE: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed
lest he also spare not thee. —Romans 11:21

Householder's Care for His Vineyard

Matthew 21:33 This story from Jesus is a parable. The characters and
events stand for others, of which these are symbols. Christ used many par-
ables to describe the spiritual kingdom that He came to set up in the hearts
and lives of men and women. This kingdom was conceived in the mind of
God before the world was created—forever and ever in eternity, before time
and after time (Hebrews 1:8). Christ holds the key to everything God has for
mankind. He is the key to peace among nations, and without Him, history and
prophecy have no meaning. Christ is the key to Scripture, death, life, hell,
Heaven, and the kingdom.

The householder planted a vineyard—God brought the nation of Israel
as a vine out of Egypt ... and planted it in Canaan (Psalm 80:8-9; 44:1-2;
Isaiah 5:2). He said, "If ye will obey my voice ... ye shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation" (Exodus 19:5-6). The householder
hedged the vineyard round—fenced it against destroyers, human or animal.
God protected Israel against all enemies (Book of Joshua). Digged a wine-
press. This is the way God provided means for receiving fruit from Israel.
Built a tower to watch for enemies or danger. God is a tower to His people
(Psalm 61:3; Proverbs 18:10).
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Behavior and Punishment of the Husbandmen

Matthew 21:34-41 When the owner expected a harvest from his vineyard
and sent servants to receive it, the husbandmen beat ... killed or stoned them
repeatedly. This they did to the prophets and priests whom God appointed
among them (2 Chronicles 24:18-21; 36:14-16; Nehemiah 9:26). When yet
the son was sent, they did their worst—caught him ... cast out and slew
him. This they did to Jesus (Matthew 26:50; Hebrews 13:12; 1 Thessa-
lonians 2:14-16). God looked for spiritual fruit from Israel—obedience, love,
joy, peace, and faith. They "brought forth wild grapes" (Isaiah 5:1-7). Israel
forgot the pledge they made in Exodus 19:8—"All that the LORD hath spoken
we will do."

These husbandmen made the same mistake that far too many make today,
thinking that by taking what God has sent into their own hands, they can
seize on His inheritance. In killing the heir, they forfeited all chances of in-
heriting the kingdom. Man crucifies Christ afresh when he turns down or
attempts to change God's Word. The inheritance is lost.

Asked by Jesus their judgment, the chief priests, elders, and Pharisees
thought the husbandmen would be destroyed and the vineyard let out to more
faithful ones. Jesus agreed.
 

The Kingdom Given to Others

Matthew 21:42-43 Jesus quoted Psalm 118:22-23, signifying that the
ousted Son (the rejected stone) would eventually be given the greatest place
("the head of the corner"; Acts 4:11). The kingdom of God would be taken
from the Jews and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. First
Peter 2:9 describes it as that "holy nation," which would "shew forth the
praises" of Jesus Christ and bear the fruit of the Spirit for Him. It is the peo-
ple of God. Satan prevailed against Israel, the choice vine, and caused her to
lose the kingdom. He cannot prevail against this true vine because the
branches are as the vine. She WILL bring forth good fruit. Any individual
branch not doing so is cast out (John 15:1-5).

God's Mercy

Romans 11:32 God has not cut off Israel that they cannot be saved. Israel
as a nation is no longer His kingdom. But the Jews stand before an open door
of repentance and salvation, just as any Gentile. Every person on earth is
counted by God as an unbeliever or as a sinner. Each must believe on Christ
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and repent to be saved and put into the Kingdom of God.
Two Israels are mentioned in the Bible. One is the literal nation, the other

the spiritual one, of which the Church of God is built. Speaking of the latter,
Paul wrote, "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ... But he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly ... of the heart, in the spirit" (Romans 2:28-29). "For
they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they are the seed
of Abraham, are they all children .... They which are the children of the flesh,
these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted
for the seed" (Romans 9:6-8). The promises made to the nation of Israel are
being fulfilled spiritually to spiritual Israel in this New Testament day.

The result of Israel's failure to be faithful was the loss of God's favor as
His people. The result will be the same for us individually if we are unfaith-
ful. The Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and Christ's kingdom are
the same kingdom. They are of the same nature. Examples are found in Luke
6:20; Matthew 5:3; and John 18:36. However, the Kingdom of God and the
kingdom of man are two separate natures.

JUST A THOUGHT

Only those who are truly bound to Christ are truly free.

____________
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LESSON 3

ESSENTIALS OF A KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: 1 Timothy 6:14-16; John 18:37; Hebrews 1:8; Matthew
28:18; Romans 6:22; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 3:21-22; Hebrews 8:10;
Ephesians 6:5-7

A kingdom must possess certain elements. It is essential that a kingdom
has (1) a king, (2) a throne, (3) territory, (4) subjects, and (5) a law. The
Kingdom of God possesses all these essential requirements.

MEMORY VERSE: Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight. —John 18:36

A King

1 Timothy 6:14-16 Here Paul described our Lord Jesus Christ as the
only Potentate—the only one with all power—and the King of kings, and
Lord of lords—above all other kings and lords. Only He has immortal-
ity—eternal life, deathlessness, and power to give life eternal (John 5:26). He
dwells in the light which no man can approach unto—absolute light, no
darkness at all, all-knowing and all-seeing power, absolute purity and truth.
He is so great, no man ... can see Him in His full divine appearance. Hon-
our and power everlasting are His, unlimited, never ending. A King beyond
our imagination.

John 18:37 Jesus, standing as a bound prisoner before Pilate, had some-
thing about Him so convincing as He spoke of His kingdom, that Pilate
asked, Art thou a king then? Clearly, Jesus claimed to be a King. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world. He did not wait
to become King at some future time. He was born King, rode into Jerusalem
as King, and died as King (Matthew 2:2; John 12:13; 19:19).

A Throne

Hebrews 1:8 God, the Father, speaking to Jesus, the Son, calls Him God.
He gives Him an everlasting throne and sceptre. Each of these denotes
authority. A king without a throne has no power or authority. Jesus exercises
His authority in righteousness. The Father calls it thy kingdom—Christ's
kingdom. Christ's throne is in the heart of regenerated man (Matthew 19:28).
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A Territory

Matthew 28:18 After rising from the dead and before ascending back to
Heaven, Jesus claimed to have All power ... in heaven and in earth.
"Christ" is "far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name" in this world and the next (Ephesians 1:20-22). He won this
dominion by His victory over death. It was given to Him by His Father
"when he raised him from the dead." His authority is over everyone every-
where, whoever, and whatever. The devil has no power or territory except for
what God, or we, as individuals, give him.

Unlike earthly rulers, Christ's power is exercised in righteousness and
holiness. His rule gives His subjects pure freedom. Whom the Son makes free
is "free indeed" (John 8:36).

Subjects

Romans 6:22 All are rightly subject to the rule of Christ, but we are reb-
els until made free from sin. When we are born again of the Spirit, we be-
come a servant, a subject or citizen of the Kingdom of God. Through this
experience of a new spiritual birth, we become fit material to be placed in the
Church of God. The kingdom consists of material for the building. The
church consists of material fitted and framed together. If this were not true,
there would be no need to call saved people out of Babylon's confusion.
Picture building material scattered over an area with the blueprint for the
building right with the material. There would be nothing to show anyone a
building. After every piece is placed and framed together by the builder, then,
and only then, is there visual proof of a building. When Christ calls us to
come out and be separate, we cannot stay in whatever He is calling us out of
and remain in the kingdom (2 Corinthians 6:17-18).

Ephesians 2:19-22 These regenerated ones are not foreigners, but fellow
citizens ... of the household of God. God has always called for a separation
of His people from other people (Leviticus 20:24-26). He desires to have
them come together so that He can feed them and care for them in one fold
(John 10:16).

1 Peter 3:21-22 Jesus rules all the redeemed of the human family, a
substantial body of subjects, but angels and authorities and powers of the
Heavenly realms are also subject unto him as He sits on the right hand of
God. The Kingdom of God cannot be observed (Luke 17:20). The Church of
God is visible. It is a working organism that the world can see, talk to, or call
on the telephone to ask for help.
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A Law

Hebrews 8:10 To rule a kingdom, one must have a law. God's law is His
will. Under the Old Testament dispensation, God gave Israel His law written
on stone. "But now" (Hebrews 8:6), or in this Gospel dispensation, He has
put His laws into their mind and written them in their hearts. They become
a part of His redeemed ones. His will is their will.

Ephesians 6:5-7 Since God's law is written in the hearts of the servants
of Christ, they do His will from the heart. It is not contrary to them. It is
a service of love. They love it and desire to obey it.

It is good that we be aware of our position before God, and the position
God holds before us. It is good for us to be aware of the quality of what God
offers us, and the quality of what we offer in return to God. Because the
majority of people are not conscious of this, we have the tragic sight of the
nominal modern church drifting along its human way—starving, blind and
lifeless—and unaware of it. How can we avoid that fate?

JUST A THOUGHT

There is no darkness like that 
which comes from turning down light.

____________
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LESSON 4

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Psalm 47:8; Matthew 5:3; 18:4; 13:44-46; Luke 13:18-21;
17:20-21; Romans 14:17

We have seen that the Kingdom of God is a real kingdom containing all
parts necessary to a kingdom and that it has been given to the church. What
kind of kingdom is it to which God makes us heirs? As we look into a few of
the Scriptures concerning it, we see Jesus likened it to many things. Who can
better describe the kingdom than the King? The Kingdom of God is perfect
because it is divine, not human.

MEMORY VERSE: Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

—John 3:3

How to Know It

We learned in Lesson 1 that this Child, this Son, is Jesus Christ, called
the mighty God, the everlasting Father. The government was placed upon His
shoulder. Thus, the first thing we see is that the kingdom is supernatural. It
is ruled by the divine Son of God. It will increase endlessly, thus is growing
and eternal. Two facts show its eternity—no end to its increase and it is
established forever. It is just and right. The Kingdom of God is not in word.
Words can sound big and prove empty. The subjects of this kingdom will
have power over sin, power in prayer, and power to draw the world to Christ
(1 Corinthians 4:20).

Describing the Kingdom

Matthew 5:3 The kingdom of heaven belongs to the poor in spirit—the
lowly, humble, contrite. The kingdom is made up of repentant ones. We see
too many try to enter the kingdom dry-eyed, confident, self-assured, and un-
broken.

Matthew 18:4 Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this little child.
Only childlike ones can enter the kingdom. The child is trusting and obedient,
looking to his elders as greater than himself. The childlike, repentant attitude
remains with the redeemed ones, giving the kingdom a humble and childlike
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character.
Matthew 13:44-46 The kingdom of heaven is like ... treasure and a

pearl of great price. The pearl is a symbol of truth. Its value is greater than
all else. It is so great and so precious in value that we must trade all that we
have for it.

The Kingdom of God, in which salvation puts us, is the treasure of
treasures that excels all others. This treasure is hid in a field. The field is the
Word of God, and it takes digging into it to find a kingdom experience. It
cannot be found by going from shop to shop. One must have the right tools
to dig with. The more we dig, the more sure we are that there are more
treasures there.

Luke 13:18-21 The mustard seed is "the least of all seeds: but ... the
greatest among herbs" (Matthew 13:32). Every great work has a small be-
ginning. This seed was taken by a man and sown in his garden, or in his
heart. The mustard seed did not denote the size of faith, but a living and
growing faith. Jesus told His disciples that He was with them, but He was
not in them yet (John 14:17). When this seed, Jesus Christ, is planted in one's
heart and grows, it becomes greater each day it is allowed to expand. Christ's
kingdom begins in the individual heart at the time Christ moves into him and
takes control of his life. This seed will grow and remove things contrary to
spiritual growth. No matter how good the seed is, it will not grow in bad
ground. The new seed must be planted in a new heart.

As leaven works slowly and quietly and engulfs the whole lump or loaf,
so does the seed of God when planted in the heart of man. The kingdom is a
living and growing thing. Hidden in a human heart, it grows to fill and
change the life and reaches out to take root in others.

Luke 17:20-21 The kingdom of God cometh not with observation—is
not Jerusalem, Salt Lake City, Washington, or any other place. The kingdom
of God is within you—is not to be set up with armies or by leaders taking
authority. We cannot say Lo here! or, lo there!—cannot pinpoint it in a cer-
tain locality, as perceptible to our physical senses, cannot be seen nor
touched. It is an inside matter of the heart.

Romans 14:17 It is not meat and drink. It is not an outward or material
thing. It is not dependent upon special feasts or ceremonial food and drink,
forms, works, dress, keeping of days, buildings, shrines, or any such thing.
It is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. The kingdom is
spiritual. Thank God! Isn't that wonderful news? It is the Spirit of God work-
ing in the spirit of man, blessing, and enriching it.

The Kingdom of God is "a kingdom which cannot be moved" (Hebrews
12:28). It is changeless and indestructible. This is because the changeless and
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indestructible King made and controls it. Therefore, let us watch that we use
His "grace" to "serve God acceptably."

The Power of the Kingdom

Human persuasion is not enough. It is the working of the Holy Spirit
through the saints, not independently of them, that draws others into the king-
dom. Jesus said that each one must give his all for the treasure, or pearl. We
must give up all and forsake all. It is worth it! We receive all from Christ.

JUST A THOUGHT

It is better to fill a little place RIGHT 
than a big place WRONG.

____________
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LESSON 5

THE TIME OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Daniel 2:44; Matthew 3:1-2; Mark 1:14; Acts 28:30-31;
Matthew 12:28; Luke 16:16; Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:9; Mark 9:1;
1 Corinthians 15:23-24

That the kingdom was to be set up in the earth is generally agreed upon.
The difference in opinion comes as to when and where. Was it to be at
Christ's First Coming or His Second Coming? Was it to be visible and out-
ward or spiritual? Since Christ did not set up an earthly kingdom at His First
Coming, many think it has merely been postponed. The kingdom is not visi-
ble and material (John 18:36). 

In the lesson today, we look at a few Scriptures that prove the Kingdom
of God was set up in the earth by Christ while here. It is a kingdom present
now and will continue eternally.

MEMORY VERSE: But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God is come unto you. —Matthew 12:28

The Kingdom Is Preached

Daniel 2:44 While King Nebuchadnezzar held the people of Judah captive
in Babylon (around 600 B.C.), God gave him a dream and gave Daniel the
dream's interpretation. There were to be four great kingdoms in succession:
the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman. And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom was the prophecy. It was
while the Roman emperors were ruling that Jesus was born and lived (Luke
2:1). That kingdom shall never be destroyed. This agrees with Isaiah's
prophecy (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Matthew 3:1-2 Came John the Baptist, preaching ... the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. At the time the kingdom was about to be set up, John's
preaching was like a bulldozer preparing a building site today. It pushed
down the high spots and filled in the low places. This was just what was
needed when John was sent.

Mark 1:14 After John's imprisonment, Jesus came into Galilee, preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom of God. Jesus was beginning to build, or set
up, His kingdom. The Gospel of salvation was the means of setting it up.

Acts 28:30-31 Later, after Christ's Ascension, Paul (while a prisoner in
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Rome) continued the work God had called him to—the turning of people
"from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts 26:18). He received all that came
... preaching the kingdom of God. Not ABOUT it, but preaching IT. In his
preaching, the kingdom was at work, reaching out to save all who would be-
lieve.

The Kingdom Established

Matthew 12:28 We know Jesus' power over devils was by the Spirit of
God. He said this was evidence that the kingdom of God is come unto
you—present tense.

Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets (the former dispensation) were
until John, until he began to preach. Since that time the kingdom of God
is preached. This pinpoints, exactly, the time the kingdom began to be
preached on earth. It was present then, because every man presseth into it
(they were trying to get in). This was before Pentecost.

Colossians 1:13 Paul wrote that God hath delivered us from the power
of darkness—freed us from Satan's kingdom. And hath (present perfect
tense) translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. Paul and the Colos-
sian Christians were THEN in Christ's kingdom. It was set up and in opera-
tion.

Revelation 1:9 The Apostle John, a prisoner on the isle of Patmos, in
writing Revelation, introduced himself to the churches as your brother, and
companion ... in the kingdom ... of Jesus Christ. He was in the kingdom,
as he wrote. The saints to whom he wrote were in it. The kingdom was func-
tioning. This was after Pentecost. There is much evidence that the kingdom
was in present operation from the time of John the Baptist throughout New
Testament history.

Mark 9:1 Jesus said some standing nearby would, in their lifetime, see
the kingdom of God come with power. This Scripture was fulfilled on the
Day of Pentecost, following Jesus' Ascension. At the time Jesus spoke, the
kingdom was being built, but was not fully established until the Holy Spirit
came on that Pentecost. On that day, the kingdom of God came with power
(Acts, Chapter 2). See what power the saints exercised after that experience.
They also understood the truths of God as never before.

The Kingdom to Continue

1 Corinthians 15:23-24 Christ is coming back to receive they that are
Christ's at his coming. They are already His. At Christ's Second Coming
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will be the end of the dispensation, the end of the world. When this occurs,
He will have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father. This
Scripture makes it plain that Christ is coming back to deliver up the king-
dom, not to set up the kingdom. Then cometh the end—not the end of the
kingdom, for "of his kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:33). It is the end
of all earthly things. This leaves no time or place for any other kingdom.

The Millennium

The teaching of a millennium began with the great apostasy. Roman
Catholicism has its teaching of purgatory, while Protestantism has its teach-
ing of a millennial reign. The teaching is that Christ will come back to this
earth after the last day, set up a literal kingdom, and reign over Satan for a
thousand years. There is no Scripture to support either teaching. Both are
false teachings that give man false hope of a second chance at some future
time.

The facts of our lesson prove that an earthly kingdom is inconsistent with
the true nature of the family of God. It just does not fit. I do not know where
we would turn to find more convincing words than those of Jesus, when He
said, "My kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36). But in the face of these
very plain words of our Savior, men allow themselves to be used by the devil
to declare that His kingdom is to be "of this world."

The earth was created by God for the habitation of man in the flesh. It is
a literal realm and is not intended for a habitation of spirits. Heaven is the
realm of the good Spirit, and hell is the realm of the evil spirit.

JUST A THOUGHT

Where you go HEREAFTER depends largely
on what you go AFTER while you are HERE.

____________
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LESSON 6

JESUS ON THE THRONE OF DAVID

Scripture Texts: Psalm 132:11; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Luke 1:31-33; Acts
2:29-32; 15:14-17

Prophecies and fulfillment agree that Christ is now reigning on David's
throne. The kingdom is spiritual and is open to all people.

God promised Christ would sit on David's throne. When? In the future or
now? If He is there now, blessings of His reign are ours to enjoy now. These
are important and serious questions. Let us look to the Bible for the answers.

MEMORY VERSE: For David, after he had served his own generation by
the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw cor-
ruption: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

—Acts 13:36-37

God's Promise

Psalm 132:11 God promised David of the fruit of thy body—a blood de-
scendant—will I set upon thy throne. (Read 2 Samuel, Chapter 7.) The
binding certainty of the promise is stated—the LORD hath sworn in truth
unto David; he will not turn from it.

Jeremiah 23:5-6 I will raise unto David a righteous Branch ... a King.
Who is this? His righteousness and justice make sure His identity. It is
further made clear by the fact that He would save Judah. Only Christ can
save. He brought salvation to Judah, but few accepted it. The name given fits
only Christ—THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Luke 1:31-33 When God was ready to send His Son, He sent the angel
Gabriel to arrange with Mary to be His mother. Gabriel said, Thou ... shalt
call his name JESUS.... the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
his father David ... he shall reign ... for ever. The identity, clear before, is
made unmistakably definite here.

People with honest hearts saw in Jesus the fulfillment of the promise to
David. Throughout His life, these saw Him as King (Matthew 2:2; John
1:49; 19:14-19). As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, some expressed their belief
in Him as the present fulfillment of this prophecy. "Blessed be the kingdom
of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Mark 11:10).
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The Fulfillment

Acts 2:29-32 Jesus had died, risen again, and ascended to Heaven. Later,
the Holy Spirit descended and filled the hearts of the believers. Peter
preached to the assembled crowd, explaining this as the act of Christ by His
authority as King on David's throne. He said that by his gift of prophecy,
David received from God the promise that from his descendants (fruit of his
loins) God would raise up Christ to sit on his throne. When David spoke
of one not being left in hell (the grave) nor see corruption, he referred to
Christ's Resurrection (Psalm 16:10). Peter said this had already occurred.
God had raised up Jesus by the Resurrection and raised Him up to David's
throne. One proof was His act of sending the Holy Spirit as He said He
would (Acts 2:33).

These Scriptures are clear in showing Christ to be on David's throne now.
Thus, why is His taking the throne supposed by some to be in the future? Be-
cause they have not looked high enough, thinking that His reign is earthly,
one similar to other governments. The Bible teaches it to be a spiritual reign,
very real, but in the hearts and lives of men rather than in physical things.
There is great harm in this erroneous teaching. It builds false hopes. It causes
souls to miss great blessings and the good things in this life. It removes all
hope of the good things in the life to come.

Teachers of a future reign take many Old Testament prophecies of the
First Coming of Christ and connect them with His Second Coming. The Old
Testament says very little about His Second Coming or what will follow. It
says much about the Gospel dispensation to begin with Christ's First
Coming. The New Testament tells of the Second Coming and a little of what
will follow.

His Kingdom Includes All People

Acts 15:14-17 A discussion was being held as to whether it was neces-
sary to keep the Law of Moses. Peter held to the fact that since God accepted
and saved Gentiles without their keeping of the Law, it was unnecessary. In
this discussion in Acts, Chapter 15, as to the keeping of the Mosaic Law,
Peter asked, "Why tempt ye God?" (Acts 15:10). Tempting God, in Peter's
teaching, was trying His patience by binding upon people a requirement not
made by God. This is common among religious groups today. The basic
question under consideration was upon what terms people should be accepted
as brethren. What was the standard of judgment? Peter presented evidence
of what God had done—whom He had accepted and on what terms.
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James presented evidence of the Scripture—God's promise to extend sal-
vation to the Gentiles. James pointed to the saving of Gentiles as a fulfillment
of Amos' prophecy (Amos 9:11-12). The rebuilding of the tabernacle of Da-
vid meant the establishing of Christ's power on the throne of David. That
power was to reach out to "possess ... the remnant." That is, the residue of
men—those other than Jews—might seek after the Lord and be saved.
When the two lines of evidence—God's work and God's Word—were seen to
agree, those present accepted it as the will of Christ and acted in accordance.
They accepted the saved Gentiles as brethren. Christ tore down the division
between Jews and Gentiles and reigns over all spiritual Israel—all saved peo-
ple. Those who are non-Jews have reason to praise the Lord that now the
door of salvation is open to all people (Ephesians 2:13-19).

The Scriptures plainly teach Jesus was raised to David's throne at the time
of His Resurrection and Ascension, but that He was King before then. In all
His work here, He was setting up His kingdom. At its completion, He re-
turned to Heaven to sit down on His throne at the right hand of His Father
to rule that kingdom.

JUST A THOUGHT

All will finally bow to Christ,
but only those who do so now by choice will profit from it.

____________
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LESSON 7

THE NEED FOR THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: 1 Corinthians 15:22; Genesis 6:5; Ephesians 2:1-3;
2 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 John 3:8

In former lessons, we have seen Christ came to earth and set up His king-
dom. It was at great cost to Him—suffering and death followed by His Re-
surrection. This was necessary. The kingdom is the life of Christ in the heart.
Mankind needed it. You and I need it now. Both the Bible and experience
teach that mankind is in the grip of Satan's kingdom. The only escape is
through Jesus Christ. He will redeem us into the Kingdom of God.

MEMORY VERSE: And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and
will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen. —2 Timothy 4:18

All Have Sinned

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive. Going back to the beginning of the human family (Genesis
2:17), we find God told Adam that "in the day" he disobeyed God, he would
"surely die." He disobeyed and died (Genesis, Chapter 3). When he sinned,
his heart became sinful immediately. That was spiritual death, separation
from God. While in the Garden, Adam had access to the Tree of Life (a type
of Jesus Christ) whereby he had spiritual life, but sin separated him from
that Tree of Life, and he was put out of the Garden (Genesis 2:9; 3:22-23). 

"By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). There is only
one escape from this death for any of us—Jesus Christ (1 John 5:12). "For
if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one,
Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:17). Here we can see the great need for the King-
dom of God.

An Evil Heart

Genesis 6:5 Man continued in sin. Around two thousand years after
Adam's sin, God looking down saw that the wickedness of man was great ...
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only evil continually. He sent the Flood to destroy the wicked ones, but it
did not cleanse evil from men's hearts. They were still evil when Christ came.
He said evil hearts produce "evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matthew 15:19). The heart cannot be re-
formed. It must be made new, an "heart of flesh" in place of "the stony heart"
(Ezekiel 36:26). What is needed here? Only "the blood of Christ" will "purge
your conscience from dead works" and put it into God's kingdom to "serve
the living God" (Hebrews 9:14).

Looking closely at the picture given here, do you see that all the evil has
its beginning in the heart? Jesus said, "Of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaketh" (Luke 6:45). Outward evil comes from inward evil. Inward
evil is the result of Satan reigning in the heart of man. This is the reason
mankind needed Jesus Christ to come and set up His kingdom with power,
power to drive out Satan and to keep him out of every life who will receive
Jesus as his King. Therefore, we are told, "Keep thy heart with all diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life" (Proverbs 4:23). There is no middle
ground. Either Christ sits on the throne of our hearts, or Satan reigns there.
It is our individual choice to whom we open the heart door.

Christ Brought Salvation

Ephesians 2:1-3 Paul described the state of the saints of Ephesus before
they were saved. Not only them, but we all had our conversation in the
same—in times past. The sinner is dead in trespasses and sins. He follows
the ways of the world, serving the prince of the power of the air—the devil.
Sinners are in the kingdom of Satan, obeying the lusts of our flesh—natural,
sinful human nature. Sinners are children of wrath—under God's wrath.
This is all of us until regeneration. "He that believeth not the Son ... the
wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). But it is not God's will that we
remain so. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation
by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

Who Is Lost?

2 Thessalonians 2:12 That they all might be damned—all who will not
allow Christ to reign over them here in this present life. God does not will to
damn souls. He is "not willing that any should perish" (2 Peter 3:9). In
2 Thessalonians 2:10, we see these are followers of false religion. They have
a form of religion but are deceived "because they received not the love of the
truth." They refused the truth. They had pleasure in unrighteousness, so
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they have the product of unrighteousness—damnation. It need not be so, for
God "gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish" (John 3:16).

The idea prevails among many that every person will go to Heaven unless
he does something extremely bad. No one can be saved by being good by his
own efforts. In examining these Scriptures, we learn a person becomes lost
when he refuses to allow Christ to be King.

The Kingdom of Darkness

1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil—partakes of his na-
ture, belongs to his kingdom. It is a kingdom of darkness from which there
is but one escape. If we will let Him, God will translate us from it "into the
kingdom of his dear Son" (Colossians 1:13). The Son of God was mani-
fested for this purpose—to free those enslaved by the devil, to destroy the
works of the devil. If we repent and turn to Him, He will wipe out now the
work that the devil has done in our hearts.

Strong Words

In the verses of our lesson today, some strong language is used in de-
scribing people—wickedness ... only evil continually ... dead in ... sins ...
children of disobedience ... of the devil. Is it only the lowest of society who
miss God's standard of holiness? How wicked must one be to need salvation?
Paul said, Among whom also we all had our conversation. God can look
at some of the most respected, loving, kind, and honest religious people, and
see hearts loaded with corruption, bound by Satan (Luke 13:1-5). Only the
blood of Jesus can cleanse and free us from sin.

JUST A THOUGHT

Conscience never speaks peace until God speaks pardon.

____________
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LESSON 8

THE WAY INTO THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Matthew 4:17; Luke 18:17; Mark 16:16; Matthew 11:12;
John 3:3-8; Colossians 1:12-14

The way into the kingdom is the way into salvation. The Kingdom of God 
is the rule of God in the hearts of man. When His rule is established in our 
hearts, we have been taken into the kingdom. We are now suitable material to 

be fitted into the Church of God. To receive Christ, the King, is to enter His 
kingdom.

Man's part in salvation is repentance, believing in Christ, and commitment
to Him. God's part is to give life to the soul and take him into His kingdom.

MEMORY VERSE: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. —John 3:5

Repentance

Matthew 4:17 Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. The open-
ing message of both John the Baptizer and Jesus was repentance. This is the
first step on our part—let go of sin, quit our sins, cast them away, and hate
them. True repentance brings confession—owning the guilt of our sins and
owning ourselves as sinners. This includes owning to God our need for Him
and our inability to help ourselves. Restitution is a part of repentance. It is
the righting of all our wrongs possible to be righted, confessing to and asking
forgiveness of those wronged. Repentance is the painful and hard part of the
entrance to the kingdom. The gate that leads to life is narrow, "and few there
be that find it" (life) because they refuse "the strait gate" (Matthew 7:13-14).
To make any other choice leads to death.

Luke 18:17 He who does not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child shall not enter. The childlike nature is better understood by observing
a child than from the description. It is humble, submissive, tender, trusting,
obedient, honest, open, and receptive. We need this childlike attitude to make
repentance possible. This same attitude continues in the saved one, making
him receptive to the leading of God.
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Believing

Mark 16:16 He that believeth. We must believe Jesus Christ to be the
all-powerful Son of God. We must believe He sacrificed Himself on the
Cross in our place, for our sins. We must accept it as applying to us per-
sonally. True belief is not only knowledge, it is trust. The repentant one may
not list these points in his mind nor fully understand them, but his heart must
accept them. He must trust Jesus to change his heart and do all for him that
he needs.

And is baptized shall be saved. Baptism in water is the outward symbol
of the inward baptism into Christ. The outward burial in water pictures the
death and burial of the old life of sin and the resurrection to a new life in
Christ. Water baptism is commanded by Jesus when we have repented. Water
baptism does not wash away our sins. It only shows to the public a commit-
ment to Christ. By this, we seal and make it final (Romans 6:3-4). Without
a death to sin, the symbol of baptism alone has no benefit.

Earnest Determination

Matthew 11:12 The violent take it (the kingdom) by force. He that will
take the kingdom—get into it—must be in earnest. Satan will oppose him in
every step he takes. He must be determined to give up his sins and evil com-
panions. He must have his soul saved at all costs, and at every expense, or
he will surely perish everlastingly. This requires a violent earnestness. "To
him that overcometh" temptation, sin, and Satan, Jesus Christ will "grant to
sit with me in my throne" (Revelation 3:21). What a rich reward for faithful-
ness! One must be prepared to accept any suffering (and it will come) that
serving Christ brings and be not turned aside by it. This makes us "joint-
heirs with Christ" (Romans 8:17). 

In Revelation 21:8, we see how those of the opposite mind—"the fear-
ful"—will "have their part in the lake" of fire. It takes earnest determination
to carry repentance through to its successful end (Mark 9:43-48). Since "we
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22),
it is not for the half-hearted, weak, or those wishing to turn back.

Jesus, the Door

John 3:3-8 We have looked at our part in being saved (or entering the
kingdom)—repentance, believing, and commitment. But these alone could ne-
ver save a soul, because except a man be born again, he cannot see the
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kingdom of God. No one can do this for himself. Being born is entering into
life. No dead thing can give life to itself. God must give life to the soul
through the Word (or water) and the Spirit. There is no other way but
through Christ. Jesus described this new birth to Nicodemus as a work of the
Holy Spirit—born of the Spirit—and as we cannot see the wind's coming
and going, the human mind cannot fully comprehend how God works in the
new birth. But when we do our part, God does His, and the soul is saved.
We, and others, will recognize that a change has taken place.

Colossians 1:12-14 It is God who hath made us meet—given us the priv-
ilege, made it possible—for us to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints. The inheritance is the kingdom. It is God who translates us from Sa-
tan's kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear Son—the kingdom
of light (1 John 1:5). It is through the blood of Jesus Christ that this
change—our redemption—is brought about. In no other way can we be for-
given, cleansed, and made alive spiritually. "Without shedding of blood is no
remission" (Hebrews 9:22). Only Christ's blood, or our faith in Christ's
blood, is sufficient.

JUST A THOUGHT

It is not the whistling that makes the locomotive go;
it is the silent steam.

____________
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LESSON 9

WHO CANNOT ENTER THE KINGDOM?

Scripture Texts: Galatians 5:19-21; Matthew 5:20; John 3:5, 35-36; Mat-
thew 22:2, 11-13; Luke 9:62

Last week, we studied the way to enter the Kingdom of God. The kingdom
is open to all. Jesus said, "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life free-
ly" (Revelation 22:17). But many will not. Because they will not meet the re-
quirements, they cannot enter. Today we look at who these are. Those with
sin in the heart and without regeneration from God cannot inherit, or enter,
the Kingdom of God.

MEMORY VERSE: And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said,
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! For
it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God. —Luke 18:24-25

The Fleshly

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh—deeds and attitudes
springing from the natural, fleshly, sinful, unchanged heart. These works
belong to earth below, not to Heaven above. Here we read the grim list of the
works of the flesh. Add to it others named in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. These do
not come from God and are not of His nature. He came to destroy these, and
He cannot accept them. Therefore, they which do such things shall not in-
herit the kingdom of God. What will they inherit? At "the judgment seat of
Christ" everyone will "receive the things done in his body [while living in his
body, in this life] ... whether it be good or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:10). Sinners
will just have their fleshly works turned back to them. So we find that those
with works of the flesh cannot enter the kingdom.

The Self-Righteous

Matthew 5:20 To enter into the kingdom of Heaven, our righteousness
must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. They tried "to
establish their own righteousness," but did not submit "themselves unto the
righteousness of God" (Romans 10:3). They "trusted in themselves that they
were righteous, and despised others" (Luke 18:9). They were self-righteous,
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but God saw them as "an unclean thing," for "all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). We cannot of ourselves be good enough to enter
the kingdom. We can enter only like Paul—"not having mine own righteous-
ness ... but ... the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Philippians 3:9).
So we find that the self-righteous cannot enter the kingdom.

The Unregenerated

John 3:5, 35-36 To enter the kingdom, we must be alive. Unless we are
made alive spiritually, we cannot enter. There are two phases of this—being
born of water and of the Spirit—the putting away of death and the putting
on of life, or the washing away of sin and the coming in of Jesus Christ. It
is an operation of the Spirit of God. It is done when the sinner comes to God
in repentance and faith. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life. It is "by grace ...
through faith ... not of yourselves: it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 2:8). So
we find that the spiritually dead cannot enter the kingdom.
 

Those Having No Wedding Garment

Matthew 22:2, 11-13 Jesus said, The kingdom of heaven is like ... and
then described it as a king making a marriage for his son. God is the King,
Christ is the Bridegroom, and the church is the bride. Inspecting the guests,
the king saw one not having a wedding garment. This was great disrespect
for the king and his son. In the reality, which the story symbolizes, the guests
are the bride, for Christ is to marry the whole church. The bride cannot be
without a wedding dress as this would be shameful. The unready guest was
speechless—no excuse. He was bound and cast ... into outer darkness.

What is the wedding garment we must have to be in God's kingdom? This
question is answered in Revelation 19:7-9, describing "the marriage of the
Lamb." It says, "His wife hath made herself ready." She is "arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints." How
can this fine linen dress be obtained? Surely not of us, for that would be "fil-
thy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). And it says it was "granted" her to wear it. That is,
it was given to her by another. "These are they which came out of great tri-
bulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb" (Revelation 7:14). So we find that those without a wedding gar-
ment cannot enter the kingdom.
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Those Who Turn Back

Luke 9:62 Some who are regenerated at one time and given the wedding
garment will lose it, or allow it to become soiled or wrinkled in some way,
and they will be found outside the kingdom. This results from looking back
to the world with desire and being overcome by it—in plain speaking, back-
sliding. Jesus let us know looking back after putting our hand to the
plough—entering the service of God—makes us unfit for the kingdom. This
should be a sobering thought to all of us. It is not to be taken lightly. 

Peter wrote: "For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the
beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righ-
teousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy command-
ment delivered unto them" (2 Peter 2:20-21).

There is no eternal security without eternal faithfulness. No one need turn
from the Lord, even under the strongest pressure, for God "will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Co-
rinthians 10:13). So we find that those who turn back cannot enter the king-
dom.

The Gospel makes a separation here between those in Satan's kingdom
and those in God's kingdom. Each will go to the master he served here to be
forever in the kingdom he lived in here. THINK OF IT!

JUST A THOUGHT

We hear a lot about good mixers these days,
but what we really need are more separators.

____________
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LESSON 10

BLESSINGS OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Text: Ephesians 1:1-14

For a subject so big, the problem is to settle on a portion of Scripture for
study. Much of the Bible (especially the New Testament) tells of the kingdom
blessings. The portion chosen touches several, but not nearly all. Meditate
upon them. Pray over them. Let your heart go out to Him in praise for the
wonders of His grace.

The boundless resources of God are behind His provisions for His people.
His storehouses are full and running over. His blessings are complete, noth-
ing lacking to those in His kingdom. All He asks of them is due thanks and
praise.

MEMORY VERSE: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ. —Ephesians 1:3

Grace and Peace

Ephesians 1:1-3 Paul wrote to the saints which are at Ephesus. One
who has entered the kingdom of God is a saint. He is brought into joint-heir-
ship with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:17). Grace is his. That is, God makes His
favor to rest upon His child. From His favor, He pours out special portions
for special needs. As one goes to Him in trust, He gives of His strength, His
faith, His love, and so on. It is a free gift to His children.

And peace—peace OF God, peace FROM God, peace WITH God (Ro-
mans 5:1; Philippians 4:7)—Hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ—gifts and privileges without measure from an
inexhaustible storehouse above. The child of God is tasting of heavenly
things, is a citizen of the Jerusalem which is above, and is sampling the pow-
ers of the world to come. These are to be had in Christ, but only by those
living in Christ's kingdom.

Holiness

Ephesians 1:4-6 Chosen us in him—planned before the foundation of
the world that we should be in Christ. It was His original plan for us before
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Creation. Chosen to be holy and without blame—clean, pure, free from
sin—in love—the love of God working in all, makes hearts, lives, and ac-
tions holy. This original plan of God was to make us His children by Jesus
Christ, through the salvation that His death provides. We cannot compre-
hend or explain it except that it is by the glory of his grace. His grace makes
us accepted in the beloved, in God's beloved Son. All have this privilege,
but few accept it.

Redemption

Ephesians 1:7-9 In whom—in Christ—we have redemption, are re-
deemed or bought back from the captivity and slavery of the devil. He has
held people in the bondage of sin. His kingdom is sin throughout. Freedom
from it is the forgiveness of sins, washing from the heart the filth of sin,
erasing of guilt, breaking of Satan's hold. How? Through his blood. Christ
bought redemption for us by giving His blood in payment for our sins. This
was the only way possible that our redemption could be purchased. The
blood of animals could not do it. It is done according to the riches of his
grace. The mystery of his will that He has made known to us is the Gospel,
the good news of complete salvation.
 

Heavenly Inheritance

Ephesians 1:9-12 The will of God which He purposed in himself is that
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, or in His final dispensation, the
Holy Spirit dispensation, He will gather together in one all things in
Christ. The words, in Christ, show the nature of things gathered. Who will
be gathered? Both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in
him—the saved of both Jews and Gentiles (all nations) and angels and celes-
tial beings who are "made subject unto him" (1 Peter 3:22). This gathering
is already being accomplished—all the saved of earth are in the same king-
dom. They are able to know things that are beyond knowledge. What a bless-
ing (Ephesians 3:18-19)! They are raised to a higher plane of living, here in
this world, made to "sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus [a Heaven
on earth experience]" (Ephesians 2:6; 3:10).

In whom—in Christ—we have obtained an inheritance—we are among
those being gathered. Being predestinated—it was settled long ago in the
purpose of God that those who trusted in Christ should be in His gathering.
This blessing is included in the everlasting covenant spoken to Abraham
(Genesis 17:7-8; Galatians 3:7-9).
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Holy Spirit Sealing

Ephesians 1:13-14 Now Paul changed from writing in the first person,
we, to the second person, ye. Perhaps Paul had been thinking of the Jews as
we, and of the Ephesians as Gentiles, ye, to whom the Gospel later came.
The Ephesians also were sealed with that holy Spirit Jesus promised to
send. He was living in their hearts to direct their lives—keeping from sin,
giving understanding, and making powerful witnesses. He sealed
them—marked them as belonging to God. As a brand marks cattle, so the
Holy Spirit in us marks us as a peculiar possession of God.

The Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance—the foretaste, a sample or
promise of more to come. The earnest holds until ... the purchased posses-
sion is redeemed. The whole person—body, soul, and spirit—of a saved one
is purchased by Christ. The soul is redeemed from sin here in this life. When
Christ comes back at His Second Coming, the body will be redeemed from
corruption (1 Corinthians 15:51-54). The presence of the Holy Spirit in us
is the earnest of this promise. Notice the order in verse 13. First they heard,
and then trusted, and then after they believed, they were sealed WITH the
Holy Spirit, not BY the Holy Spirit.

Material Provision

Our lesson has dealt with some spiritual blessings of the kingdom. These
affect every detail of daily life. There are material blessings as well. What
did God promise to all who leave house, family, or lands for His sake and the
sake of the Gospel (Mark 10:29-30)? What are the "all these things" Jesus
said "shall be added unto you" who "seek ... first the kingdom of God" (Mat-
thew 6:33)?

Count the times the word according occurs in the Scripture verses. What
is revealed here? In each instance, a blessing from God is measured against,
or is in proportion to, a purpose or quality of God. For instance, all spiritual
blessings accord with His choice of us to be holy. This means that all Heav-
en's storehouse is full and available to every one of Christ's subjects.

JUST A THOUGHT

It is better to be WITH Christ in the storm
than in smooth waters WITHOUT Him.

____________
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LESSON 11

THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Matthew 16:19; Mark 13:34; Luke 9:1-2; John 17:8;
Matthew 28:19-20; John 20:21-23; 1 Peter 4:11

The keys of the kingdom are God's Word concerning salvation, taught in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom to be used
always as He taught by Word and example. They were not to be mixed with
other methods. The Apostles used no other methods because Jesus gave the
best method. God told Ezekiel what the responsibility of the watchman was
(Ezekiel 33:1-9). God-called pastors are God's watchmen who are looking
out for the souls of His people today.

MEMORY VERSE: And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his
shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and
none shall open. —Isaiah 22:22

Keys Promised

Matthew 16:19 Jesus had just told His disciples that He would build His
indestructible church. He expressed the foundation of truth on which it would
be built. He expressed their being blessed because of the answer that Peter
had given to the questions asked. He made plain the truth that HE would be
the foundation of His church. A personal knowledge of Christ by His people
and His knowledge of them would exist. After these answers, He said, I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Without the experience
of salvation received only through Christ, man can never be given the keys
to unlock the chains that bind men in sin's bondage and help them enter the
kingdom.

Keys are means of entrance or of shutting out, of opening or closing. Je-
sus was soon to leave the earth. He was beginning to build His church and
turning the keys over to His followers. On their shoulders, and on ours, rests
the work of gathering people into it. The keys are the only tools for doing
this. Those who enter are loosed from sin. They do not remain bound. The
destiny of souls is determined for eternity by the way they allow the keys to
work in their lives. One's attitude to God's Word and God's Spirit here on
earth will be the determining factor as to whether he is bound or loosed in
heaven.

31



Jesus accused some false teachers of taking "away the key of knowledge"
and thus preventing people from entering the kingdom (Luke 11:52). Here,
knowledge is called a key—the knowledge of truth.

Authority of Servants

Mark 13:34 Jesus, in the form of a parable, spoke of His going away
from earth and leaving His church in the charge of His servants. He gave
them authority and work and the command to watch.

Luke 9:1-2 When Jesus sent His disciples to preach in the cities round
about, He gave them the same—the authority to use the keys. The AUTHOR-
ITY was over all devils, and to cure diseases. The WORK was to preach
the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. The WATCHING was the faith-
fulness and care in which they were to obey. The work of the disciples
brought results (Mark 6:12-13; Luke 10:17). The keys were working.

John 17:8 In that great prayer of Jesus to His Father just before His
death, He said, I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me.
No one could better give to them the Word of God than the Son of God, sent
to earth for that purpose. Jesus, the Word, was "in the beginning ... and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us" (John 1:1-2, 14). Here then, we have found the key that
was to open the kingdom to needy sinners—the Word of God.
 

Power of Servants

Matthew 28:19-20 Some days later, after His death and Resurrection, as
Jesus was preparing to leave the earth, He charged His disciples, Go ...
teach all nations ... to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you. The teaching they were to take to all nations was the teaching Jesus had
given them. Teaching is the work. The authority and power is the Lo, I am
with you. The only way this power can be given to us is through the infilling
of the Holy Spirit. It is impossible to receive the Holy Spirit and turn down
the Word.

Peter used the keys on the Day of Pentecost and opened the kingdom to
three thousand souls. Later, Paul carried the same message of repentance and
the need for a personal acquaintance with Jesus. He passed on to Timothy the
commission "Preach the word" and the charge "Watch thou in all things"
(2 Timothy 4:2, 5). 

John 20:21-23 As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. No
doubt Jesus included many things in these words, but from what immediately
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followed, we are certain one of them was Spirit filling. He was sent from the
Father and was given the Holy Spirit for His work. He gives His people the
Holy Spirit for their work. He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit ... retain. Would
they personally decide, "I will remit this man's sins and retain this one's
sins"? No. They preached the Gospel in the power of the Spirit. Those who
believed had their sins remitted. Those who would not believe had their sins
retained. "They went forth, and preached ... the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following" (Mark 16:20). The only preaching
the Lord confirms is the Gospel preached in the Spirit. Paul preached the let-
ter kills, but the Spirit gives life (2 Corinthians 3:6). The Gospel still has the
same power when preached or taught in the Spirit.

1 Peter 4:11 Spreading the Gospel in the power of the Spirit is the only
way it can be effectively spread. If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God ... of the ability which God giveth. Then God will be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ.

There are men today who distort the Gospel and hinder people from
entering the kingdom. Souls will be in hell because of their false teaching.
Men preach it is unnecessary to live holy or even possible to please God here
in this life. This is just one of the false teachings taught by those who hold
the Word of God in their hands, but use it not. What is the best remedy we
have against these evils? How did the Apostles use the keys? They preached
and lived a full Gospel. So must we.

JUST A THOUGHT

Make the most of life before the most of life is gone.

____________
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LESSON 12

THE SPREAD OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Luke 24:46-49; Mark 16:15-20; Matthew 24:14; Psalm
126:5-6; 2 Peter 3:9

The Kingdom of God is to be spread over the entire world by God's
people teaching the Gospel to all people in the power of the Spirit.

The eleven disciples had now all the instruction and teaching Jesus was
to give them on earth. This was not enough. They were told to wait. They did
not understand it, but they obeyed. More than knowledge is needed to evan-
gelize successfully. This is the reason for the empty ministry of some.
Knowledge and power must be rightly proportioned. We are all sent to carry
the Gospel news.

MEMORY VERSE: And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

—Matthew 24:14

Foundation for True Mission Work

How could suffering and death be fit or proper for Christ? It suited His
nature. It fitted with the great love He has for lost humanity. It pleased Him.
Not that He desired the suffering, but He desired the fruit of it. It fulfilled the
prophecy spoken of Him in Isaiah, Chapter 53.

Luke 24:46-49 Basic essentials for the Gospel and all Gospel work are
spoken in these Scriptures. (1) The substance of the Gospel is the fact that
Jesus suffered, died, and rose again for man's sins. (2) The benefit of the
Gospel is repentance and remission of sins to every believer. (3) The witness-
es to the Gospel are those who have gained the experience and its benefits.
(4) The duty of the Gospel is proclaiming the good news to others. Without
the truth of these, there is no reason for missions. With it, there is no excuse
for neglecting missions.

When Jesus said, Ye are witnesses. He laid upon His disciples the obli-
gation to spread the news. By these words, Jesus called His people of all ages
to the spreading of the kingdom throughout the world.

I send the promise of my Father. Similar Scripture is in Acts 1:4 and
Acts 2:33. It is true, Jesus possessed the Holy Spirit at this time, but the Ho-
ly Spirit, or Comforter, could not come upon His people until Jesus returned
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to Heaven (John 16:7). The disciples were to wait (tarry) to enter the work
of witnessing until they were endued with power from on high. All their
learning was not enough. They needed something more. This something
more—this power—came upon them in the Person of the Holy Spirit on the
Day of Pentecost. This is the power necessary to make effective any work of
evangelization.

Christ's Command and Promise

Mark 16:15-20 Between His Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus gave fi-
nal instructions to His eleven disciples. Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. No one is to be left out. ALL the
world ... EVERY creature. The eleven could not do it all. They were to
start, others to follow, and we of today are to carry on until all is done. This
charge is laid upon the Church of God. The purpose is that people may
believe and be saved, testifying to and sealing their commitment by baptism.

Jesus never sends His people alone. He goes with them in the form of the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:20). If the Spirit is not in you, He is not with you.
Therefore, do not go! With this command, He promised power to cast out
devils, speak with new tongues (languages), and heal the sick. These were to
be had by faith in Jesus' name.

Then Jesus ascended into Heaven where He sits on the right hand of
God, the King ruling His kingdom. Because He rules, His promises are ful-
filled. The signs, or miracles, followed the work of the disciples, as we read
in Acts and the Epistles. The promise still holds true.

Reward for Sowing

Matthew 24:14 This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world ... unto all nations, said Jesus. This accords with the prophecy in
Nebuchadnezzar's dream. "The stone ... became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth" (Daniel 2:35). The Kingdom of God will be victorious and
"shall stand for ever" (Daniel 2:44). What part will you have in the victory?

Psalm 126:5-6 They that sow in tears—in sacrifice, hardship, opposi-
tion, or persecution. They shall reap in joy, the joy of being a part of win-
ning souls to the Master. To do this, one must carry precious seed—the
truth of the Gospel (Luke 8:11). No "social gospel," human creed, theory of
developing the good in man, or mere alleviation of suffering will do. The
building of hospitals and schools will not do it. It must be the living message
of salvation through repentance by faith in Jesus' blood.
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What Are Missionaries?

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is ... not willing that any should perish. By this
we can know we are in the will of God when answering the call of God to
take the Gospel to any and all. God wills that all should come to repen-
tance.

Missionary and mission are not Bible words. They come from a Latin
word meaning "to send." A mission is a work to which one is sent. A mis-
sionary is one who is sent for a purpose. These meanings are in the Bible. Je-
sus does not just send a few. We are all sent. Go ye was to all to carry the
good news. Jesus does not always send to distant places and to large num-
bers. Some will be missionaries in their own homes, to their neighbors, and
some may be sent to the next town (Acts 1:8). Where is your mission?

JUST A THOUGHT

Three thoughts on conversation: 
(1) Is it true? (2) Is it kind? (3) Is it necessary?

____________
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LESSON 13

THE FUTURE OF THE KINGDOM

Scripture Texts: Luke 1:33; 1 Corinthians 15:16-28; Ephesians 1:9-10;
Matthew 25:31-34

The Kingdom of God is a two-phase kingdom. It has its beginning here on
earth when one is saved from sin. It is eternal and is to continue on in Heaven
where all the saints will reign eternally with Christ. We learned in earlier
lessons that we have, through the earnest of the Spirit, Christ's promise to
receive us unto Himself.

Today we learn some things about the heavenly phase of the king-
dom—the final state of the Kingdom of God.

MEMORY VERSE: And there shall be no night there; and they need no can-
dle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they
shall reign for ever and ever. —Revelation 22:5

To Continue Forever

Luke 1:33 When the angel, Gabriel, came to tell Mary of the coming Je-
sus, He said Jesus would be given the throne of David and would reign over
the house of Jacob for ever. We have seen in former lessons that Christ's
kingdom was then and is now a present kingdom in the world. Yet His reign
is also for ever, of eternal quality. Gabriel said, Of his kingdom there shall
be no end. This fulfills Isaiah's prophecy—"Of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end" (Isaiah 9:7). Not only endless, but in-
creasing (over the house of Jacob—the children of God, or spiritual Israel;
see Romans 9:6-8).

1 Corinthians 15:16-23 If in this life only we have hope in Christ—if
His power to save and bless is only for this world and ends at our death, then
we are most miserable. Against this dark view is stated the fact that now is
Christ risen from the dead. He can never die again. He lives and rules. This
is our guarantee that our hope in Him can reach forward endlessly.

There are some who say this life is all, that when we die, all is over. If
that were true, even those who trust in Christ and live for Him would have
no hope. One could look forward only to the loss of all things. But those who
believe this do not know Christ. They are the ones who have no hope. They
have nothing but the haunting fear in their hearts that their theory is wrong.
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Would an all-wise, all-powerful God create a world of such marvelous
beauty and fine detail for man, who is so wondrously made, only to bring him
to an end in eighty or ninety years? Would a great, loving God have placed
hope and aspiration in him, only to dash it to pieces? Would God, through
Jesus, have paid so great a cost for His kingdom if it were not to continue on
in eternity? The only sensible answer is, "NO." There are many proofs of the
eternity of the kingdom as we study through God's Word.

To Be Delivered to the Father

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 Then cometh the end, when he shall have de-
livered up the kingdom to God. At the end of time and of this world, Jesus
will deliver the kingdom to His Father. While He reigns, previous to deliver-
ing it, Jesus will conquer all enemies, the last enemy which is death. The
sting of death is sin. When our sins are forgiven, we have victory over, or
have conquered, death (1 Corinthians 15:55-57). Death is the only door
through which we can move from the earthly phase of the kingdom to the
heavenly phase. Then, with warfare over, Jesus will present a free and
victorious kingdom to His Father. Jesus will then turn all things back to the
Father, and be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God
may be all in all.
 

The Great Reunion

Ephesians 1:9-10 All things ... in heaven, and ... on earth are to be
gathered together in the fulness (completion) of times. Unity is in the very
nature of God. We know unity here, but there is a unity the world never
knew. The saved of the human family will be united with Christ, "to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians
4:17). Those united ones—in heaven ... on earth ... under the earth ... in
the sea—will join in praise and worship. Then, "every knee [will] bow ...
And every tongue [will] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord" (Philippians
2:9-11).

Inheritance of the Righteous

Matthew 25:31-34 When Jesus comes back to deliver up His kingdom,
He will bid His own Come ... inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. It is meant for them, prepared for them, and
will suit them exactly. These have been in God's kingdom while living here.
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Then they will inherit the same kingdom expanded, united, glorified in an in-
corruptible body, over in the heavenly phase—a realm freed from all limita-
tions, sorrows, and hindrances of the earth. Only to those who enter the king-
dom here is the heavenly phase laid up as an eternal inheritance. The "holy
Spirit" received here "is the earnest of our inheritance" (Ephesians 1:13-14).

Oh, won't it be wonderful there! Are you ready for His coming? It may be
sooner than you think.

JUST A THOUGHT

The higher we rise,
the fainter the things of this world become.

____________
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