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WARNING SIGNS

We have lived at our present
address for twenty years. So for
twenty years, we have driven the
same winding road to church or
into town. Many miles over the
years make for an absent-minded
drive at times. One day while I
was driving, I noticed warning
signs I take for granted. As I ap-
proached a certain curve, a sign
telling me to slow down came into
view. This corner has been the
place of more than a few wrecks
and accidents. The bent guardrail
that rounds the corner is evidence
of this fact.

There were times when I came
to this corner while driving too
fast, feeling I could lose control. If
I had met someone, I could have
been in their lane and caused dam-
age to them as well. If I take heed
of the warning signs, this can be
avoided. We might see a warning
sign and wonder why it has been
placed there. Road engineers have
strategically placed it well before
the actual point of danger, giving
drivers an advance warning of
what is ahead. God began to talk
to me about the spiritual lesson of
warning signs and guardrails
along our pathway in life.

Since the beginning, God has
been faithful to forewarn His
people of dangerous areas. God
knows and sees what we cannot.
He has set boundaries to keep us
on the Highway of Holiness. Sad-
ly, too many times, man has tried
to go beyond those boundaries and
guardrails of protection, and many
have lost their way. Proverbs 14:12
tells us, "There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the
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end thereof are the ways of death."

I appreciate the warning signs
God has in place to keep us from
areas of spiritual danger and de-
struction. The Bible is full of warn-
ing signs. Unheeded warnings
cause disaster in outlying areas.
This particular guardrail I pass is
beat up and not necessarily attrac-
tive; many vehicles have tested and
tried its workmanship over and
over. Nevertheless, it is still stand-
ing. God's guardrails have been
proven and tested throughout his-
tory, and they are sure, steadfast,
and still standing.

Our pastor here at God's Acres,
Brother Roger L. Decker, has
brought numerous messages point-
ing out warning signs and neces-
sary guardrails to help us stay on
the Highway of Holiness. They are
not meant to hurt us, but to help us
make Heaven our home. Jeremiah
29:11 reads (the Amplified Version),
"For I know the plans and thoughts
that I have for you,' says the LORD,
'plans for peace and well-being and
not for disaster, to give you a future
and a hope."

God's Word never fails to keep
us on the straight and narrow path.
As you make your way through this
issue, may you find God loves you
and desires that none should perish.
Dear one, if you are unsaved and
unaware of these dangers, may you
receive Jesus Christ as your Savior
and find rest in your soul. The
church is praying for you! May God
bless you.

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer attends
the Church of God in Newark, OH.
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Luke 6:46 And why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?

47 Whosoever cometh to me,
and heareth my sayings, and
doeth them, 1 will shew you to
whom he is like:

48 He is like a man which
built an house, and digged deep,
and laid the foundation on a
rock: and when the flood arose,
the stream beat vehemently upon
that house, and could not shake
it: for it was founded upon a
rock.

49 But he that heareth, and
doeth not, is like a man that
without a foundation built an
house upon the earth; against
which the stream did beat vehe-
mently, and immediately it fell;
and the ruin of that house was
great.

alvation is so much more
Sthan just joining a
church. If church joining

were all it took to become a be-
liever in Christ, the majority of
the world would be saved. Deu-
teronomy 7:6-8 reads: "For thou
art an holy people unto the LORD

thy God: the LORD thy God hath
chosen thee to be a special people
unto himself, above all people
that are upon the face of the
earth. The LORD did not set his
love upon you, nor choose you,
because ye were more in number
than any people; for ye were the
fewest of all people: But because
the LORD loved you, and because
he would keep the oath which he
had sworn unto your fathers,
hath the LORD brought you out
with a mighty hand, and re-
deemed you out of the house of
bondmen, from the hand of Pha-
raoh king of Egypt."

That Scripture text refers to
Israel of old, but God's people
have always been few in number.
Today, many people attend
megachurches. Weekly atten-
dance recorded at the largest
megachurch in Houston, Texas,
averages 43,500. One smaller
megachurch has a weekly atten-
dance of 15,000. They have a
large number of churchgoers, but
how many have been bornagain?
Over two million people live in
Houston, Texas. The daily news
in that city should include stories
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about changes in individuals'
lives. Many churches are large,
but no different from the Eagles,
Masons, or any other organiza-
tion. Itis a feel-good gathering in
which people feel no need to
worry about changing their life-
styles. However, following Jesus
Christ calls for a change in your
life.

Followers of Jesus Christ
have always been few in number.
Matthew 7:14 states, "Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it."
Matthew 9:37 says, "Then saith
he unto his disciples, The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the labour-
ers are few." Matthew 22:14
reads, "For many are called, but
few are chosen." Although Chris-
tians are few in number, within
them is enormous power through
the Holy Spirit.

Hearing the Voice of Jesus

John 10:7-9 states: "Then said
Jesus unto them again, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, I am the
door of the sheep. All that ever
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came before me are thieves and
robbers: but the sheep did not
hear them. I am the door: by me
if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out,
and find pasture." The sheepfold
served as a protection for the
sheep.

The fence of a sheepfold var-
ied from four to six feet high,
sometimes made with stones,
and sometimes topped with
thorny bushes. The shepherd
gathered the sheep at night. They
would enter the sheepfold
through a very narrow opening
that served as a gate. The shep-
herd would then stay and
guard the gate, sometimes
sleeping across the opening to
protect the sheep. Nothing
could enter unless it went
through him.

Sheep are defenseless ani-
mals. The children of God are
likened unto sheep. Without the
Shepherd, Jesus Christ, we are
defenseless. God's sheep are
marked with three outstanding
markings. In John 10:27, Jesus
said, "My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they fol-
low me." His sheep hear His (Je-
sus') voice, He knows them, and
they follow Him.

How do you hear the voice of
Jesus? How do you know God is
talking to you? One way is
through the preached Word. Ro-
mans 10:10-15 says: "For with the
heart man believeth unto righ-
teousness [not unto church join-
ing]; and with the mouth confes-
sion is made unto salvation. For
the scripture saith, Whosoever
believeth on him shall not be
ashamed. For there is no differ-
ence between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over all
is rich unto all that call upon him.
For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

"How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they be-
lieve in him of whom they have
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not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things!"

How does a person become a
preacher? By a divine call from
God. True pastors are not
self-made; they are not voted on
by a board of trustees or pulpit
committee, but they have a di-
vine calling from God. God
places the members where He

One way God '
talks to you
is through
the preached Word.

sees fit. Be careful what you say
about a God-called preacher.
Studying alone will not take the
place of a divine call. God takes
the preaching of His Word seri-
ously, and He supports the one
He calls to preach.

How serious is it to mock a
preacher of God? Second Kings
2:23-24 reads: "And he went up
from thence unto Bethel: and as
he was going up by the way,
there came forth little children
out of the city, and mocked him,
and said unto him, Go up, thou
bald head; go up, thou bald head
[they were not speaking about
going up to Bethel but about go-
ing up in a whirlwind as his
predecessor (Elijah) did]. And he
turned back, and looked on
them, and cursed them in the
name of the LORD. And there
came forth two she bears out of
the wood, and tare forty and two
children of them."

Although the Scripture says
"little children," they were full
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grown. How do we know? They
were out of the city, away from
their parents, with no one to
guide them or take care of them.
They recognized Elisha as a
prophet. They were able to dis-
tinguish between good and evil,
and from a malicious spirit, they
mocked him. No doubt, they had
idolatrous parents who disliked
the prophets of Israel. They made
a joke of the work of God. You
need to avoid mocking one of
God's preachers, someone who is
sounding out the voice of God.

Following Jesus

Jesus said, "I know them."
Does Jesus know you as one of
His sheep? God knows all things,
but does He recognize you as
one of His sheep? First John 2:3-5
states: "And hereby we do know
that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saith, I
know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. But whoso
keepeth his word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected: hereby
know we that we are in him."

One word stands out in these
verses —commandments. No one
can say they know God and still
live a sinful life. They may know
about Him, they may have heard
His Word preached, they may
associate Him with other Chris-
tians, but they do not know Him
if they are still in sin. First John
5:18 says, "We know that whoso-
ever is born of God sinneth not;
but he that is begotten of God
keepeth himself, and that wicked
one toucheth him not." If you
know Jesus, and He knows you
as one of His sheep, you will no
longer be in sin.

Next, Jesus said, "They follow
Me." Mark 1:16-20 refers to the
calling of His disciples. It reads,
"Now as he walked by the sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and An-
drew his brother casting a net
into the sea: for they were fish-
ers. And Jesus said unto them,



Come ye after me, and I will
make you to become fishers of
men. And straightway they for-
sook their nets, and followed
him. And when he had gone a
little further thence, he saw
James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, who also were
in the ship mending their nets.
And straightway he called them:
and they left their father Zebedee
in the ship with the hired ser-
vants, and went after him."
What stands out in this text?
The call to follow Jesus Christ is
a call like no other. These men
were not going to college; they
were not men of the temple or
the genealogy of the priesthood;
they were ordinary men doing
ordinary work. In that day, fish-
ing was one of the leading pro-
fessions. They made a living by
fishing. Consider what these men
gave up or put in a lesser posi-
tion in their lives when they an-
swered the call to follow Jesus.

Receiving a Hundredfold

Mark 10:28-30 states: "Then
Peter began to say unto him, Lo,
we have left all, and have fol-
lowed thee. And Jesus answered
and said, Verily I say unto you,
There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or chil-
dren, or lands, for my sake, and
the gospel's, But he shall receive
an hundredfold now in this time,
houses, and brethren, and sisters,
and mothers, and children, and
lands, with persecutions; and in
the world to come eternal life."

Jesus was saying spiritual
things outnumber anything you
may possess in this life. We will
leave behind everything Jesus
mentioned someday. The best
house and the best job will not
last forever. Matthew 6:33 says,
"But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added
unto you."

What things was Jesus talking

about? Matthew 6:31-32 reads:
"Therefore take no thought, say-
ing, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all
these things." These things are
necessary to sustain physical life.
God knows you need them and
will supply them. Our first call-
ing is to seek the Kingdom of
God.

According to our Scripture
text in Luke 6:46-49, we are
builders. Dear one, you must dig
deep and get past everything you
hold dear to be a child of God fit
for Heaven. Many times, this is a
problem, and it is the reason
many do not last very long as
followers of Christ. They fail to
dig deep enough to hit the solid
Rock and build their foundation
on Jesus Christ. They hear the
Word, but they back off on the
building. Peter said they had left
all. Jesus clarified what Peter was
talking about — those things close
to them. Jesus was not telling His
disciples to walk away and leave
or sell those things, but to put
them in their rightful position
and put God first.

In Mark 10:30, Jesus said, "He
shall receive an hundredfold."
What was He talking about? We
do not transition from having
one house to having a hundred
houses, or from having a couple
of brothers to having a hundred
brothers, literally speaking.
However, we have many broth-
ers and sisters in the Lord, as
well as homes that are open to
Christians. Some people are ex-
communicated from their fami-
lies when they become Chris-
tians, but they gain many more
brothers and sisters in the Lord.
The church is a home to us. If
your family disowns you for be-
ing a follower of Christ, you have
many brothers and sisters,
houses, and land to go to in the
Lord.
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"With Persecutions"

Jesus added the words "with
persecutions." Some people can-
not take persecution. With all the
blessings we receive as God's
children, we will also be de-
spised by the world. Digging
deep involves more than just
coming to an altar of prayer. We
need to have our roots deeply
rooted in Jesus Christ. As time
passes, if your roots are too shal-
low, it will show. The deeper our
roots are in Christ, the more fruit
we will produce in our lives.

Isaiah 37:31 says, "And the
remnant that is escaped of the
house of Judah shall again take
root downward, and bear fruit
upward." The deeper the root,
the more the fruit. God has a
remnant of people who have
escaped from the enemy. A shep-
herd's tree has roots that extend
up to 223 feet underground.
What makes the roots grow larg-
er and deeper? Water. What
makes your spiritual life grow?
The water of the Word and by
following the leading of the Holy
Spirit. Paul wrote in Ephesians
3:17, "That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, be-
ing rooted and grounded in
love." He wrote in Colossians 2:7,
"Rooted and built up in him, and
stablished in the faith, as ye have
been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving."

The deeper your roots, the
more built up and established in
Christ you will be. Colossians 2:7
from the Amplified Bible, Classic
Edition, says, "Have the roots [of
your being] firmly and deeply
planted [in Him, fixed and
founded in Him], being continu-
ally built up in Him, becoming
increasingly more confirmed and
established in the faith, just as
you were taught, and abounding
and overflowing in it with
thanksgiving." The giving over of
control to Jesus Christ is a hin-
drance to many people.

What are some problems
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people face today? Some people
get offended too easily, which
can prevent them from being
called to certain positions. They
are ready to quit serving God
because somebody said some-
thing bad about them. Further-
more, some people brand the
whole congregation for what one
person said. Do you think you
could stand being called the
devil? Jesus was accused of cast-
ing out devils "through Beelze-
bub" (Luke 11:15). Do you think
you could stand being called a
blasphemer? Jesus was (John
10:36). Do you think you could
stand being spat in your face?
Jesus was (Matthew 26:67). Jesus
said that persecution would
come with the blessings.

Some donotdig deep enough
to build upon the Rock, which is
Jesus Christ. They are saved for
one week, backslidden for the
next, and it becomes a pattern in
their lives. When they get saved

again, people wonder: "Will they
get established this time? How
long will it be before they leave
again?" God has a greater experi-
ence for us than that. I have been
saved and a member of the same
congregation since 1967. There
have been battles, and things
have been said, but when I dug
deep enough to build on the
foundation of Jesus Christ, I
could stand firm through the
persecutions. We all enjoy the
blessings, but not too many like
those last two words Jesus men-
tioned, "with persecutions."
Always remember, hearing
and doing go together when
building on the foundation of
Jesus Christ. Hearing and not
doing is like building on the
sand. Would you want to build a
house down by a riverbed?
When the river overflows its
banks, the house becomes flood-
ed. We want to build a house
with a solid foundation. Spiritu-

ally speaking, we need to dig
deep and prioritize our lives and
possessions as secondary, so that
Jesus Christ is our number one
priority. That is what it will take
to serve God.

Jesus said to dig deep. Do not
go to an altar of prayer to feel
good or to appease your con-
science. Go to the altar and dig
deep. Getbeyond just confession.
Get down to the Rock so you can
live for God regardless of what
comes your way. God will bless
you, but with the blessings will
come persecutions. Digging deep
will help you withstand the per-
secution. Get your life centered
on serving Jesus Christ.

(Compact Disc TR-3173)

Brother Roger L. Decker is the
pastor of the Church of God in
Newark, OH.
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Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth,
and sell it not; also wisdom, and
instruction, and understanding.

eare walkingin truth
Wor walking in decep-
tion; there is no mid-

dle ground. John admonished in
3 John 4, "I have no greater joy
than to hear that my children
walk in truth." In 2 John 4, he
"rejoiced greatly" because "thy
children [were] walking in
truth." Thank God, one day I
heard the truth of His Word. I
was familiar with religion, going
to church, and all the entrap-
ments that went along with what
many people call Christianity.
However, I was notsaved until I
heard the truth. I found a home
with the sanctified ones.

More and more, I see the
attack coming on strong against
the truth. Jesus spoke to His dis-
ciples as He was nearing His de-
parture and warned them about
false prophets and deception. In
Matthew 24:24, He said, "For
there shall arise false Christs,

Brother Aurelius Raines

and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possi-
ble, they shall deceive the very
elect." Victory over deception is
possible.

I have lived a long time, and
as a saved individual, I have
witnessed false prophets come
and go. Deception never ceases
to amaze me. It grabs hearts and
gives people spiritual Alzhei-
mer's disease. They cannot re-
member when the spirit of de-
ception took control of their
hearts or how they got them-
selves in that condition. In Reve-
lation 2:5, Jesus told the church at
Ephesus, "Remember therefore
from whence thou art fallen, and
repent." If you cannot remember
from where you have fallen, how
can you repent? The work of de-
ception can wipe out your mem-
ory, leaving you unable to find
your way back to the truth.

If you want victory over de-
ception, you must love the truth
and be honest with God and
yourself. God cannot help dis-
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honest people. By reading the
newspaper, we can see that de-
ception is running amok in our
land today. The enemy of our
souls has made it his business to
create a spirit of deception. We
are warned against worldliness,
how we dress, where we go, and
how we spend our money,
among other things. More than
ever before, the saints need vic-
tory over deception. The wise
man said in our text, "Buy the
truth, and sell it not."

Prepare Your Heart to
Seek the Lord

If you want to buy the truth,
you must prepare yourself to
seek the Lord. In Isaiah 55:6, the
Prophet Isaiah said, "Seek ye the
LORD while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near."
That verse informs us that God
will not always be found. Decep-
tion will lock that door if you fall
under its spirit. We must seek
God while we can find Him and
call upon Him when He is close
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by.John 6:44 states, "No man can
come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him:
and [ will raise him up at the last
day." You cannot be saved only
when you want to be. We need
to stay close to God so He can
forever deal with our hearts.

Some theologians teach that
when you are unsaved and you
want to be saved, you are a
"seeker." Then, when you get
saved, you are no longer a "seek-
er." We should always be a
"seeker" of the Lord with all our
hearts. The old man is put in a
prison, so to speak. No matter
how long we are saved, the old
man will attempt to make a jail-
break from time to time. Our old,
sinful ways will want to come
back. If you feel you are no lon-
ger a "seeker" because you found
Jesus, your flesh will make a jail-
break. When the old man tries to
break out, we need to call the
warden: "Warden Jesus, come
get the old man and put him in
his place!"

Isaiah 55:7 reads, "Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon." Seek-
ing the Lord will bring victory
over deception, but you must
prepare your heart to seek the
Lord.

Second Chronicles12:13 says:
"So king Rehoboam [King Solo-
mon's son] strengthened himself
[notice he 'strengthened himself'
instead of letting God strengthen
him] in Jerusalem, and reigned:
for Rehoboam was one and forty
years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city
which the LORD had chosen out
of all the tribes of Israel, to put
his name there. And his mother's
name was Naamah an Ammon-
itess."

Rehoboam had many strikes
against him. Solomon, his father,
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was a backslider, and his mother
was an Ammonite. However,
that was not his problem. Verse
14 says, "And he did evil, be-
cause he prepared not his heart
to seek the LORD." It matters not
how you were raised. If you are
doing evil, it is not because of
your pedigree, but because of the
condition of your heart. You
need to change your heart from
seeking to satisfy yourself to
seeking God.

Asa is an example of some-
one who prepared his heart to
seek the Lord. Second Chronicles
14:2 reads, "And Asa did that
which was good and right in the
eyes of the LORD his God." How
do we know he did that which
was "good and right"? He got rid
of everything that would lead
him and the people astray. The
next verse says, "For he took
away the altars of the strange
gods, [Are you holding on to
some false religious ways? Have
you embraced holiness of heart,
body, and spirit? What altars
have you set up to worship in-
stead of the altar of Jesus Christ?]
and the high places, and brake
down the images, and cut down
the groves."

Asa cleaned house. He was
so zealous he removed his moth-
er "from being queen" (1 Kings
15:13). Many people donot serve
God Dbecause they are too
wrapped up in their families.
Love your family, be with them,
and do what is right for them,
but do not allow them to dictate
how you serve God. After Asa
gotrid of the obstacles hindering
God's people, 2 Chronicles 14:4
says he "commanded Judah to
seek the LORD God of their fa-
thers, and to do the law and the
commandment." Asa's son, Je-
hoshaphat, was like his father.
Second Chronicles 17:1 states,
"Jehoshaphat his son reigned in
his stead, and strengthened him-
self against Israel."

God brought twelve tribes
into the Promised Land. Under
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Rehoboam (the one who failed to
prepare his heart to seek the
Lord), a division broke out. Two
tribes went with the house of
Judah, and ten tribes went with
the house of Israel. While Je-
hoshaphat was king over the two
tribes of Judah, Ahab was king
over the northern tribe of Israel.
Asa went against Israel and took
some of their cities from them
and brought them back to God.
Jehoshaphat understood that the
enemy dislikes losing. He knew
Israel would prepare an army
and come against him. So, he
placed forces in the fenced cities
of Judah and set garrisons in the
land of Judah and in the cities of
Ephraim, which were in Israel,
which Asa, his father, had taken.
Many times after we gain a
victory, we think the fight is
over. When God gives us victory
over something, that is often
when the fight starts. Jehosha-
phat knew he would have to deal
with an angry Israel, so "he
strengthened himself against
Israel." Second Chronicles 17:3
reads, "The LORD was with Je-
hoshaphat, because he walked in
the first ways of his father David,
and sought not unto Baalim
[a group of gods in the land that
many people worshiped]."
Verse 4 says, "[Jehoshaphat]
sought to the LORD God of his
father, and walked in his com-
mandments, and not after the
doings of Israel." So far, Jehosha-
phat was doing well. We need a
victory over deception and a
victory we can hold on to. Verse
6 tells us, "And his heart was
lifted up in the ways of the LORD:
moreover he took away the high
places and groves out of Judah."
In other words, Jehoshaphat pre-
pared his heart to serve God.

Continually Seek God

We need to take an inventory
of our lives from time to time.
Asa had already taken out the
groves. Why did Jehoshaphat



have to take them out, too?
Many times, when you take care
of business for the Lord in one
area, the devil sneaks stuff in
another. Have you given up any
ground? Will Christ come back
and say to you, as He said to the
church at Ephesus, "Thou hast
left thy first love" (Revelation
2:4)? Are you as zealous as you
used to be? Are you just marking
time? Be careful not to assume
victory is automatic because you
had the victory once before.

King David understood how
to keep victory over deception.
In 1 Chronicles 16:8, he said,
"Give thanks unto the LORD, call
upon his name, make known his
deeds among the people." May
God help us, when things do not
go well or our expectations are
not met, to thank God because
things could always be worse.
Instead of focusing on what is
wrong, focus on what God has
done. We are in a battle. If we
want to win, we have no time to
sit around waiting for discour-
agement to creep in. The God
who gave us victory in the past
will assure us of victory in the
future, and He has the victory
we need right now. Someone
once said, "He is a right now
God."

In verse 9, David said, "Sing
unto him, sing psalms unto him,
talk ye of all his wondrous
works." What percentage of your
daily conversations are murmur-
ing and complaining? How
much of your conversation is
about God's wondrous works?
Verses 10-11 state: "Glory ye in
his holy name: let the heart of
them rejoice that seek the LORD.
Seek the LORD and his strength,
seek his face continually." We
are seekers of God for the rest of
our lives. We should not be satis-
fied with staying on the same
level. We should pray, "Lord,
take me to a higher place and a
deeper depth."

Some people think that when
they reach their high school

graduation, they have it made.
That is the beginning of our learn-
ing. Even if you never go to col-
lege, there are many life lessons
for you to learn after you gradu-
ate from high school. Likewise,
getting saved is the beginning
of the Christian's journey. The
devil never gives up trying to get
you to fail. If you want victory
over deception, you must contin-
ually seek God for guidance and
direction. I am not satisfied
with where I am because there
are deeper depths and higher
heights to reach.

Joining With the Enemy

Second Chronicles18:1 states,
"Now Jehoshaphat had riches
and honour in abundance, and
joined affinity with Ahab." God
has saved many of us from sin.
Some were bound by drugs, lust,
gambling, or other things. When
we start to prosper and think we
are doing well, be careful!

God warned Israel in Deuter-
onomy 6:10-12, "And it shall be,
when the LORD thy God shall
have brought thee into the land
which he sware unto thy fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Ja-
cob, to give thee great and good-
ly cities, which thou buildedst
not, And houses full of all good
things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou
diggedst not, vineyards and ol-
ive trees, which thou plantedst
not; when thou shalt have eaten
and be full; Then beware lest
thou forget the LORD, which
brought thee forth out of the land
of Egypt, from the house of
bondage." Do not forget the One
who has blessed you; keep seek-
ing His face.

The problem with Israel was
they soon forgot God. We can
forget God, too. After strength-
ening himself against Israel, Je-
hoshaphat turned around and
made friends (joined forces) with
Ahab. If you say you are done
with sin, be done with it!

GospelTrumpeter.com * September 2025

Be careful
not to
assume
victory is
automatic
because you
had the

\

victory once
\ before.

L%

Second Chronicles 18:2 reads:
"And after certain years he went
down to Ahab to Samaria. And
Ahab killed sheep and oxen for
him in abundance, and for the
people that he had with him, and
persuaded him to go up with him
to Ramothgilead." Some people
stop seeking the Lord after God
blesses them for their commit-
ment to Him. Then, they become
so bold that they do not wait for
the devil to come to them; they
go to where the devil is.

Ahab killed sheep and oxen
for Jehoshaphat. In modern lan-
guage, Ahab flattered Jehosha-
phat, pretending to be a true
friend. He did it for the king and
for the people. You may find a
person who sees nothing wrong
with what you are doing, but has
this person been deceived by the
devil to compromise? Ahab had
an ultimate goal. He was self-
serving; he was not looking out
for Jehoshaphat. He wanted Je-
hoshaphat to go with him to Ra-
mothgilead.

Verse 3 says: "Ahab king of
Israel said unto Jehoshaphatking
of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to
Ramothgilead? And he answered
him, I am as thou art, and my
people as thy people; and we will
be with thee in the war." Jesus
said, "And if a house be divided
against itself, that house cannot
stand" (Mark 3:25). You may
have religious friends who say
good things about Jesus, but not
everybody who talks about Jesus
is committed to serving Him.
If they are doing halfhearted
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service, they will do everything
they can to make you like them.

Do you always need to let
down to be with your religious
friends? Some young people
who want to get married feel
there are few options available.
A young woman meets a slick-
talking man who claims he loves
Jesus. He may sound good and
look cute. When she brings him
to church, the ministry wants to
know if he is saved. He says he
is. Did you know the devil has
no problem with lying? Many
will believe what they want to
believe. Young lady, before you
let your affections go out to a
young man, pay attention to his
devotion to God. Ensure he is
not all talk.

The same is true for a young
brother who may be persuaded
by a fine-looking young lady
who claims she loves Jesus. Do
not be quick to get married be-
cause she looks the way you
want her to look and talks the
way you want her to talk. You
need to know more about what
you are getting into before you
say, "I do." Marriage is easy to
get into, but hard to get out of.
Many precious souls have been
lost because they fell inlove with
a deceptive brother or sister.
Many people will do what they
need to do to get what they
want, as Ahab did with Jehosha-
phat.

Jehoshaphat's Deception

Second Chronicles 18:4 says,
"And Jehoshaphat said unto the
king of Israel, Enquire, I pray
thee, at the word of the LORD to
day." Jehoshaphat said the right
thing. After we say the right
thing, we must do the right thing.
Jehoshaphat sought God's bless-
ing. When you are out of God's
will, you need to return to where
you know God's will before you
become too comfortable in your
sin.

Deception worked on Jehosh-
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aphat. He thought he could go to
war with Ahab and still please
God. You cannot compromise
with the world and let down on
holiness of heart, body, and soul,
and still be okay with God. If you
are not careful, you can build an
imaginary line, saying, "I will not
cross that line," but you get real
close to it. You may already be
on the other side. In Proverbs 5:8,
the wise man said, "Remove thy
way far from her, and come not
nigh the door of her house." If
you know where she is, stay
away from her. When you flirt
with sin, it will get you every
time.

Ahab brought in four hun-
dred prophets, and every one of
them said, "Go up [to Ra-
mothgilead]; for God will deliver
itinto the king's hand" (2 Chroni-
cles 18:5). Jehoshaphat recog-
nized them as four hundred de-
ceivers. None was a true prophet
of the Lord. Verse 6 reads, "But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there not
here a prophet of the LORD be-
sides, that we might enquire of
him?" He said the right thing, but
he was on the wrong ground.
Before you can be successful for
the Lord, you have to be free
from yourself and sin. You have
to get back where you belong.

Jehoshaphat had already
committed himself to going to
war with Ahab. Would it have
made any difference what the
man of God said? It would not.
Ahab knew who the real man of
God was. He could have asked
him in the first place. He did not
like him because he never said
anything good about him. Verse
7 states: "And the king of Israel
said unto Jehoshaphat, There is
yet one man, by whom we may
enquire of the LORD: but I hate
him; for he never prophesied
good unto me, but always evil:
the same is Micaiah the son of
Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let
not the king say so." Micaiah had
nothing good to say about Ahab
because Ahab did not live in
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such a way as to give him some-
thing good to say.

Verses 14-19 read: "And
when he was come to the king,
the king said unto him, Micaiah,
shall we go to Ramothgilead to
battle, or shall I forbear? And he
said, Go ye up, and prosper, and
they shall be delivered into your
hand. And the king said to him,
How many times shall I adjure
thee that thou say nothing but the
truth to me in the name of the
LORD? Then he said, I did see all
Israel scattered upon the moun-
tains, as sheep that have no shep-
herd: and the LORD said, These
have no master; let them return
therefore every man to his house
in peace.

"And the king of Israel said to
Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee
that he would not prophesy good
unto me, but evil? Again he said,
Therefore hear the word of the
LORD; I saw the LORD sitting
upon his throne, and all the host
of heaven standing on his right
hand and on his left. And the
LORD said, Who shall entice
Ahab king of Israel, that he may
go up and fall at Ramothgilead?
And one spake saying after this
manner, and another saying after
that manner."

When we stop seeking the
Lord and start seeking what we
want with no regard for the
Lord, we set ourselves up for de-
ception. Ahab convinced Jehosh-
aphat to join him. Can you see
why we need to watch with
whom we associate? Do you see
the danger you put yourself in
when you no longer prepare
your heart to seek the Lord?

Jeremiah 4:3 tells us, "Break
up your fallow ground." The "fal-
low ground" refers to those areas
of your life where you have noth-
ing planted. You have not sown
any righteousness in that area of
your life. The Bible says to culti-
vate it. Hosea 10:12 says, "Sow to
yourselvesinrighteousness, reap
in mercy; break up your fallow
ground: for it is time to seek the



LORD, till he come and rain righ-
teousness upon you." There is
something about a good rain. As
soon as things dry up, spiritually
speaking, we need to run back
out into the rain.

Second Chronicles 18:20-22
states: "Then there came out a
spirit, and stood before the
LORD, and said, I will entice him.
And the LORD said unto him,
Wherewith? And he said, I will
go out, and be a lying spirit in
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" Thoughts
From qu’s Word

Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:19

How do others know you are
a Christian? They can tell by your
speech, attire, and actions. Many
times, we hear a unique accent
and immediately know that the
person is from another state,
province, or country. We know
cowboys wear hats and boots,
lawyers wear suits and ties, bak-
ers wear aprons, and construc-
tion workers wear hard hats. Itis
a natural instinct for a mother to
care when a baby cries or for a
musician to cringe at a flat note.

the mouth of all his prophets.
And the LORD said, Thou shalt
entice him, and thou shalt also
prevail: go out, and do even so.
Now therefore, behold, the LORD
hath put a lying spirit in the
mouth of these thy prophets, and
the LORD hath spoken evil
against thee."

Did Ahab know he was un-
der a lying spirit? Was Jehosh-
aphat so given over to being a
friend to Ahab that he was un-
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There are many examples in
the Bible where one's identity
was known by their speech,
clothing, or actions.

"And after a while came unto
him they that stood by, and said
to Peter, Surely thou also art one
of them; for thy speech bewray-
eth thee" (Matthew 26:73).

"And they sat down to eat
bread: and they lifted up their
eyes and looked, and, behold, a
company of Ishmeelites came
from Gilead with their camels
bearing spicery and balm and
myrrh, going to carry it down to
Egypt" (Genesis 37:25).

"And thou shalt make holy
garments for Aaron thy brother
for glory and for beauty" (Exodus
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able to see Ahab was under a
lying spirit? Could he see the
destruction that was about to
happen? May God give us vic-
tory over deception. If you have
a love for the truth, you can
avoid becoming a victim of de-
ception.

(Compact Disc TR-3024)

Brother Aurelius Raines is the pastor
of the Church of God in Chicago, IL.
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28:2).

"But fornication, and all un-
cleanness, or covetousness, let it
not be once named among you,
as becometh saints" (Ephesians
5:3).

We are, without a doubt, in-
fluenced by our surroundings.
What are you surrounding your-
self with? How much time are
you spending with God? It does
not always have to be time alone
with God. We can bring Him
along in the car with good Gos-
pel music or uplifting audio sto-
ries. We can turn on a sermon to
listen to while mowing the yard
or doing laundry.

We can leave a Bible open at
the breakfast table, bedside, or
other common resting place in
our home. We can discuss Sun-
day school lessons or daily read-
ings at the supper table. We can
teach our children how the Scrip-
tures apply to our daily living.
God is not just in the Bible and
church buildings. He lives within
us and wants to be a part of ev-
erything we do!

Sister Rachel Fowler

Sister Rachel Fowler attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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ESPECIALLY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
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re You on Fire%or

What does it mean to be truly
on fire for God? To be on fire for
God means you are living up to
all the knowledge you have and
are actually pursuing what God
wants you to do. God gave His
only begotten Son so we can live
a life free from sin and escape
eternal damnation. Sin makes us
unclean. If we want to make
Heaven our home, we must ask
God for forgiveness and repent
of our sins. We need to receive
Jesus into our hearts so we can
begin a spiritual journey with
Him. He will provide us with
more and more understanding
and reveal what we need to im-
prove upon. Our lives will
change for the better.

It would make no sense to
come to church and praise God if
we did not know what we were
praising Him for. We need an
understanding of what God has
done for us. Once you have some
understanding, and Jesus Christ
is living within you, you are at a
highlevel spiritually because you
are doing everything you can for
God, looking for any task that
needs to be done in the church so
you can be of help.

Sadly, the only time some
people are truly on fire for God
is at the beginning of their jour-
ney. They start strong, reading
their Bibles and praying every
day. They tithe their money and
come to every service. As time
goes on, they drift away from
these good habits. Instead of
reading and praying every day,
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they only do it on Wednesdays
or Sundays. Instead of attending
every service, they only come on
Sunday mornings. They slowly
become less involved in the work
of the Lord. Instead of showing
up to church early, they barely
have the motivation to get out of
bed. Their bright, burning flame
is nothing more than a flicker of
light.

I ask you, how is your flame?
Are you burning as brightly as
you once were, or has your flame
become dim with time? If your
light is still burning bright, I en-
courage you to keep doing what
you are doing. Keep living for
God. If it has become dim, then I
have good news for you. There is
still time for you to make the
necessary changes to get back on
track with God. You should eval-
uate yourself and find out what
you are lacking. An easy way to
find out if you have been doing
wrong or if something needs to
change is to pray about it. Ask
God to reveal areas where you
are lacking, need to change, and
He will help you get back the fire
you once had.

Sometimes, when you ask
God to show you what you need
to fix, He will send a trial to help
you build strength in certain ar-
eas of your life and give you
more understanding. The Book
of Jonah starts with the Lord
speaking toJonahand telling him
to go to Nineveh to cry out
against them because they were
wicked. Jonah got on a boat and
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A
God?

went to Tarshish instead to get
away from the presence of the
Lord. While he was on the ship, a
storm came and battered the
ship. The men feared they would
all die.

Jonah 1:7-9 says: "And they
said every one to his fellow,
Come, and let us cast lots, that
we may know for whose cause
this evil is upon us. So they cast
lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.
Then said they unto him, Tell us,
we pray thee, for whose cause
this evil is upon us; What is thine
occupation? and whence comest
thou? whatis thy country? and of
what people art thou? And he
said unto them, I am an Hebrew;
and I fear the LORD, the God of
heaven, which hath made the sea
and the dry land."

Jonah realized what he had
done wrong, and he needed to
make it right. Verses 10-17 say:
"Then were the men exceedingly
afraid, and said unto him, Why
hast thou done this? For the men
knew that he fled from the pres-
ence of the LORD, because he had
told them. Then said they unto
him, What shall we do unto thee,
that the sea may be calm unto us?
for the sea wrought, and was
tempestuous. And he said unto
them, Take me up, and cast me
forth into the sea; so shall the sea
be calm unto you: for I know that
for my sake this great tempest is
upon you.

"Nevertheless the men rowed
hard to bring it to the land; but
they could not: for the sea



wrought, and was tempestuous
against them. Wherefore they
cried unto the LORD, and said,
We beseech thee, O LORD, we
beseech thee, let us not perish for
this man's life, and lay not upon
us innocent blood: for thou, O
LORD, hast done as it pleased
thee. So they took up Jonah, and
cast him forth into the sea: and
the sea ceased from her raging.
Then the men feared the LORD
exceedingly, and offered a sacri-
fice unto the LORD, and made
vows. Now the LORD had pre-
pared a great fish to swallow up
Jonah. And Jonah was in the
belly of the fish three days and
three nights."

It all started with Jonah going
against the will of God. If you
continue reading, you find Jonah
praised God while in the belly of
the fish. He also asked God to
forgive him. God had the fish
spit Jonah out on dry ground.
Jonah went to Nineveh and did
what God asked him to do in the
first place. God always hasa plan
for His will to be carried out,
even if you go against God's will.

Jonah 1:16 says, "Then the
men feared the LORD exceed-
ingly, and offered a sacrifice unto
the LORD, and made vows." The
fire you have will affect those
around you, whether positively
or negatively. It is so important
to be on fire for God at all times.
You may never know who is
watching you and seeing how
youreact toadversities. You may
never know who is listening to
see if you slip up and say some-
thing you should not.

Some people never read the
Bible, but they will read your life.
They will watch you until the
day you die. They watch how
you live your life and pay atten-
tion to whether you are being
truthful when you tell them you
are a Christian.

A great example in the Bible
is Joseph. Joseph alwayslived his
life for the Lord, even though he
went throughhard times. He was

sold by his brothers into slavery
and thrown into prison after re-
sisting Potiphar's wife. Through-
out]Joseph's life, he stayed true to
God, always stayed in His will,
and God blessed him for it. Jo-
seph may not have seen the im-
pact he made on those around
him while he was going through
those trials, but in the end, he
understood why it had to be that
way. Since Joseph stayed faithful
and on fire for God, God could
use him. He had a massive im-
pact on Egypt as a whole by
bringing them through a famine.
Joseph also made an impact on
his family by repaying the
wicked deeds of his brothers
with kindness and forgiveness.

Are you doing your best to
allow God to use you in a way
that glorifies Him and touches
the hearts of others? We are the
light for those who are struggling
and need God in their lives. We
are to show people a better way
to live life than to sin every day.
How can we help others if we are
not shining our lights to the full-
est?

Being on fire for God can be
compared to making a physical
fire. In order to keep the fire
burning, we need to kindle the
flame. You cannot create a spark
and leave it at that. It will not
bring the comfort and warmth it
is intended to bring. How can we
kindle our spiritual flames? By
involving ourselves in activities
that bring us closer to God. First
Thessalonians 5:17 says, "Pray
without ceasing." If we pray ev-
ery day, we will know what
God's will is for our lives.

Another thing we can do to
get closer to God is to read the
Bible every day. Bible reading is
important because it gives us a
greater understanding and helps
us grow spiritually. The third
thing you can do to kindle your
fire for God is attend church ser-
vices regularly. Going to church
will help you understand certain
topics that may be confusing to
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you. It is a great way to receive
encouragement to keep living for
the Lord. You could have a
rough week, but when you go to
church, God will see fit for some-
one to sing a song orchestrated to
encourage and lift you.

One attribute of a fire is that
it spreads to other flammable
materials. Our spiritual lives are
the same. If our flame is burning,
we can make those around us
curious about what is different
about us. They will want to know
why we act differently from the
world and will seek to find an-
swers. God can use us to talk to
souls and cause them to think
about the direction their lives are
taking. It is so important to al-
ways be on fire for God because
He is always working, and you
never know when He wants to
use your life to talk to those
around you.

Another attribute of a fire is
that you will see the smoke and
light emitted from it long before
you see the source. Our lives are
the same way. People should not
have to do a background check to
see whether you are a Christian.
If you are living for God, others
can tell without knowing every-
thing about you. Be open about
your relationship with God. Be
excited about the things of God
and share with others what God
has done for you. You can be a
help to someone by sharing your
testimony. Numerous times,
when someone testifies to the
congregation about how God
saved their soul or healed their
infirmities, it causes others to
praise and thank God.

Psalm 122:1 says, "I was glad
when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the LORD." It
is a joyous time to go to church.
Do not let the devil tell you: "It
doesn't matter if you miss a ser-
vice. It doesn't matter if you let
up on praying and reading just
once. No one will notice, and you
can get away with it." Do not
give in to the excuses the devil
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brings to your mind to get you to
feel too tired to go to church. He
will say, "You need to stay home
and rest." The devil has always
used these tactics to get the saints
to waver from what they know is
right.

You may think no one will
notice your absence from church
or that you did not read your
Bible all week, but God does. He
sees your heart and knows when
you are doing right and when
you are doing wrong. Do not let
up on the things of God. Make
sure you are always on fire for

Him. He is the solid foundation
you need when tough times
come. He is a comfort to you in
times of pain. Make sure you are
up to date on your knowledge of
God.

Make sure you are doing ev-
erything in your power to do
God's will because none of us is
guaranteed tomorrow. Do not let
up on what you know is right,
and keep the fire burning inside
you. Is the fire still burning as
much as it was the day you got
saved? Are you still testifying
and participating in the services

of the Lord as often as you once
did? Are you still striving to be
on time for the services? If you
have failed to live the way you
know you should, or if God has
pointed something out in your
life that needs fixed, talk to God
about it and ask Him to help you.
He can work a miracle in your
life. He did it for me.

Brother Colton Carr

Brother Colton Carr is a member
of the Church of God youth group
in Newark, OH.
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Book

In God's infinite wisdom, He has provided
us with the grace and guidance to live
victoriously in this present world.
Whether it is with our thoughts, tongues,
or tempers, we can triumph in every
situation of life. Temperance is a fruit of
the Spirit, which moderates our
conversation and conduct, providing the
strength to control our words and
actions. In this book, you will find many
Scriptures to help position you for
success and enable you to win the battle
that always begins in the mind.
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God wants me to tell the
church that we are so blessed. I
was not raised in the church, and
I got saved after I was married. I
think of when God told Ananias
to tell Saul the "great things he
must suffer" (Acts 9:16). I believe
if God had showed me the things
I would have to go through, I
would have said, "God, I can't do
it!" Although we cannot do it in
ourselves, if we take it one day at
a time, God gives the grace for
that day, and then for that year,
and then for all the years.

Even through the trials, God
is right there. I think of the song,
"l Am His Child" by Clara M.
Brooks. Each of us has gone
through things. If you have not,
just wait—it is coming.

My heavenly Father is caring for me,

My bark He is guiding o'er life's
raging sed;

Tho' storms overshadow and
billows are wild,

"For 1
Am His
Child"

Sister Ruby Bush

They cannot o'erwhelm me, for I am
His child.

And when in the furnace of trial
I stand,

My Savior beside me doth hold to
my hand;

The poem about the foot-
prints often comes to my mind.
Sometimes we may think we are
going through things alone, butit
is God who is carrying us during
those times. We are not going
through it alone!

"Be faithful," He whispers, in
accents so mild,

The flames cannot harm me, for I am
His child.

When clouds thickly gather, and
hide from my view

The face of my Savior, His eye
pierces thro';

He keeps me from being by Satan
beguiled;

Securely I'm resting, for I am His
child.

His child evermore, and He's with
me, I know,

E'en tho' thro' the valley of
death I should go;

He keepeth my spirit by sin
undefiled,

He'll take me to Heaven, for I am
His child.

Oh, I am His child,

His own loving child;

He cares for me so tenderly,
For I am His child.

No doubt, all of us think,
"God thinks I am special because
He takes such good care of me,"
but God is no respecter of per-
sons. In the times when we need
Him, He is right there for ev-
eryone of us. He says, "l am right
here," like the daddy who pats
you on the back when you have
had a hard time, coming home
from school or work, and he
says: "It is going to be okay.
Everything is going to work out.
I am right here."

I am so thankful for the
Church of God, that God ever
saw fit to save me, for the oppor-
tunity to raise my children in the
truth, for the privilege to be a
housewife and be home with my
children, and to be involved in
the work of the Lord! I thank the
Lord for always being there. I am
so thankful to be "His child."

Sister Ruby Bush attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.

“—re—

The SAFEST PLACE in all the
world is in the WILL OF GOD

—

GospelTrumpeter.com * September 2025

15



It'll

Never

Be Me

It's appointed to man once to die.

It's an appointment you'll keep, you
can't deny.

Why do you lie and say you'll never
face God's throne?

No matter how rich, no matter how
smart,

God knows the depths of your heart.

But still you say: "I think I'm okay.

It'll never be me."

Standing here today, I look at a
friend death took away.

She had so much life, so much
beauty to behold.

She once sung songs of joy,

Then she played with God, and
God's not a toy.

She said: "Oh, look at me. I'm
young and I'm free.

It'll never be me."

It'll never be me who takes my last
breath,

It'll never be me who sees death.

It'll never be me who has to stand
before God's throne.

It'll never be me, I've heard you say.

It'll never be me, I don't have time
to pray.
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Brother Jim Presley

But hell cries out with people who
said, "It'll never be me."

Friend, hell cries out with people
who said, "It'll never be me."

he song is called "It'll
TNever Be Me," written
by Wendy Douglas, and
there is a story behind it. The
songwriter wrote this song after
attending a funeral for a beauti-
ful girl who had tragically died
at a young age. She said people
are busy making appointments
but forget to consider the most
important appointment—death,
which is something we will all
face.

When I first heard that song,
my mind quickly went to a broth-
er who attended church with us
years ago. He sang in the choir
and sang specials, but he got
away from God. He had a stroke,
which left him partially para-
lyzed and barely able to make
sounds, but he could understand
what we said. We visited him
and worked with him about get-
ting back to God. One day, we
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gota call that he was in the inten-
sive care unit in the hospital,
facing death. I asked him, "Are
you saved?"

He said, "No."

I asked, "Do you want to get
saved?"

He answered, "No." We con-
tinued to deal with him, but left
with a "no" answer. A few days
later, we got word that he had
died. He had refused to get
saved.

Many people do not take
death seriously enough. God is
faithful to knock on hearts' doors,
butitamazes me how many walk
away and say: "It'll never be me.
I'm not getting saved. I've too
much living to do." Hebrews 9:27
tells us, "And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment." God has an
appointment set for each one of
us, and we will all keep it. No
matter whether you are old or
young, healthy or sick, your ap-
pointment is set, and you cannot
cancel it. Even the President
of the United States has an



appointment one day with death.

Psalm119:89reads, "Forever,
O LORD, thy word is settled in
heaven." The Scripture in He-
brews 9:27 "is settled." We are all
going to die one day, and we
cannot change it. If you are not
measured to the Word of God,
your appointment with death
will lead you to a devil's hell.
Colossians 1:17 states, "And he is
before all things, and by him all
things consist." God decides ev-
erything.

The song asks the question,
"Why do you lie and say you'll
never face God's throne?" Some-
one may say: "I'm not lying. I
know I'll face God when I die."
Then, why do you live in unbe-
lief? We believe, not with our
words, but with our actions.
Many people say one thing, but
their lives say another. Does your
life measure up to your words?

Is Your Heart Pure?

First John 3:18 says, "My little
children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth." A person can tell
you they love you, but treat you
poorly. Maybe they lie to you. If
they loved you, their actions
would reveal their love to you.
First John 3:16 reads, "Hereby
perceive we the love of God,
because he laid down his life for
us: and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren." Jesus
laid down His life, proving His
love for us. Does your life show
your love for God? Jesus said, "If
ye love me, keep my command-
ments" (John 14:15).

Some people need to quit ly-
ing to themselves. They say, "I'm
living for God," yet they do
things God is against. Some lie to
the church, and they try to lie to
God. We need to live knowing
we will face God and eternity
one day. The song says, "No mat-
ter how rich, no matter how
smart, God knows the depths of
your heart; but still you say, 'I'm

okay, it'll never be me."

We cannot buy or bribe our
way into Heaven. We must live
right. Simon, the sorcerer, tried
to give Peter money. Acts 8:20
states, "But Peter said unto him,
Thy money perish with thee, be-
cause thou hast thought that the
gift of God may be purchased
with money." It matters not how
much money you have, but what
is in your heart. How pure and
clean is your heart? If you have a
spot of sin on your heart, you
will face it at the Judgment. False
religion teaches, "God under-
stands." God requires us to have
a clean vessel. If we get a spot,
we must clean it up.

It matters not who your par-
ents are or what your last name
is. You may be related to a great
man of God, such as D. S. War-
ner. God looks to see if your
heart is pure and you have noth-
ing between Him and you, not at
your name. It matters not how
long you claim to have been
saved or been around the Church
of God. When was the last time
you received help from God?
When was the last time God used
you? You could sit ina Church of
God congregation for a hundred
years and still not be right with
God. We need to be about our
Father's business, not sitting
around wasting time.

The song says, "No matter
how smart." Your intelligence
will not get you into Heaven.
"God hath chosen the weak
things of the world" (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:27). Many intelligent peo-
ple think they know more than
God. We read in 1 Corinthians
2:5, "That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God." First Corin-
thians 3:19 says: "For the wisdom
of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, He taketh
the wise in their own craftiness."
First Corinthians 1:26 states, "For
ye see your calling, brethren,
how that not many wise men af-
ter the flesh, not many mighty,
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not many noble, are called."

Our money and wisdom will
not get us into Heaven because
God bases everything on the
heart. First Samuel 16:7 tells us,
"But the LORD said unto Samuel,
Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; be-
cause I have refused him: [If we
are lifted high in our own eyes,
God will refuse us and turn His
back on us. God wants us to be
lowly, meek, and humble.] for
the LORD seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD look-
eth on the heart."

Nothing Is Hid From God

You can fool people, your
best friend, your pastor, and the
ministry, but God sees your
heart. God knows every deep
crevice of your heart. He knows
where you live, and He knows if
you are living in sin or living a
holy life. You cannot hide any-
thing from God; He knows ev-
erything! You need to be honest
with God and with yourself.

Where do you stand with
God right now? If God came
back this moment, based on the
life you are living now, would
God say, "Enter" in, or would He
say, "Depart from me" (Matthew
7:21-23)? It comes down to our
daily living. We cannot wait until
we are fifty or sixty years old and
then decide to live for God. To-
morrow is not guaranteed. How
we live day by day, moment by
moment, will determine whether
we make Heaven our home.

Genesis 6:5 says, "God saw
that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continu-
ally." Luke 9:47 reads, "And Je-
sus, perceiving the thought of
their heart, took a child, and set
him by him." What is on your
mind? God already knows about
it. Nothing is secret with God. If
you are committing the sin of
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adultery, using drugs, drinking,
or partying, no one else may see
what you do, but God does.

God is the Judge. If you have
sinin your life, you need to make
it right before it is everlastingly
too late. God knows if you have
things in your heart He is not
pleased with. Although you are
not ready to make Heaven your
home according to the Word of
God, you may say to yourself, "I
think I'm okay." I wonder how
many people have walked away
from the services of God and
never made it back? Maybe they
said, "I'm not coming back." If
you are walking contrary to
God's Word, God is pleading
with you to get saved, come back
into the fold, and give your life
over to Him so He can help you
live a better life. The Bible says
we can "have life" and "have it
more abundantly" (John 10:10).

God loves you. Do not keep
spurning and pushing away
God's love and walking against
the mercies of God. God has
something good for you. If you
are backslidden, God wants you
to come home. He said He is
"married" to the backslider (Jere-
miah 3:14).

As saints of God, we need to
be careful about walking in the
flesh instead of the Spirit. If you
profess salvation, are you walk-
ing in the Spirit, or are you hav-
ing trouble keeping the flesh un-
der? If you fail to keep your flesh
under control, eventually you
could cross over into eternity,
thinking you are right when you
are wrong. Make sure you have
victory over sin.

Facing the Judgment

Friend, have you ever
thought, "It'll never be me"? You
may never speak those words out
loud, but you could think them to
yourself. Psalm 69:5 states, "O
God, thou knowest my foolish-
ness; and my sins are not hid
from thee." God sees and hears
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every action, thought, and word.
In Matthew 12:36-37, Jesus said:
"But I say unto you, That every
idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in
the day of judgment. For by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and
by thy words thou shalt be con-
demned."

For every worthless thing we
say that may have offended or
hurt someone's feelings, we will
give an account and pay the
price, unless we make it right
before we stand at the Judgment.
First Corinthians 3:20 reads, "The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the
wise, that they are vain."

KNOWETH
the thoughts
of the wede,
that: they are

VAIN."

1 Corinthians 3:20

i
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When was the last time you
bowed at a public altar and
prayed? Maybe through a song,
God spoke to your heart and let
you know you needed to pray
about something. Was your re-
sponse: "It'll never be me. I'll
never bow at an altar in front of
people. I'll never embarrass my-
self like that"? The Bible says,
"Every knee should bow" (Philip-
pians 2:10). You will bow before
God now or at the Judgment.
Some people are too proud to get
the help they need. Pride will
send your soul to hell. Many
have needs but refuse to bow at
an altar because of pride. They
think too much of themselves.

Psalm 10:4 reads, "The wick-
ed, through the pride of his coun-
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tenance, will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts."
Do you think too much of your-
self that you refuse to humble
yourself and pray when God
shows you a need? Romans 12:3
says, "For I say, through the
grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than
he ought to think; but to think
soberly, according as God hath
dealt to every man the measure
of faith." Proverbs 29:23 states,
"A man's pride shall bring him
low: but honour shall uphold the
humble in spirit."

Many professing Christians
are living as if they will never
die. We should live like we are
dying every day, which means
we should be measured up to
God's Word every moment of the
day. If we say or do something
out of line, we need to fix it right
away. Those who live as if they
will never die often neglect to
spend time with God, praying
and reading His Word, which are
the basics of living a Christian
life.

Some people have no desire
to get involved in the work of
God. They feel they are too good,
too busy, or unable. They would
rather someone else did it. God
has something for everyone to
do. God will make a way for you
to work for Him if you are will-
ing. Some feel no need to grow
spiritually. They go onliving day
by day as their worldly neigh-
bors do. They would rather
spend time with worldly friends
than with God's people.

Are You Serious About
Living for God?

We need to be serious about
living for God. There are signs
that show a person is not serious
about living for God. One, they
fail to see the world as lost souls
dying and going to hell, and they
carry no burden. How do you see
people you meet, such as the



homeless person on the street
corner? Souls are dying and go-
ing to hell each day. What are
you doing about it? Are you wit-
nessing and praying as you
ought? We need a greater burden
to reach out to a lost-and-dying
world.

Mark 16:15 says, "And he
[Jesus] said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature." Are
you a disciple of Christ? If you
are, then the words "go ye into all
the world" are for you. Your
world consists of the places
where you shop, your job, and
the neighborhood where you
live. When was the last time you
invited your neighbors to
church? When was the last time
you talked to your coworkers
about God? There is no greater
blessing than winning a soul for
God.

Someone who is not serious
about living for God will make
excuses for not visiting the sick,
testifying, or doing the necessary
things to maintain their Chris-
tianity. When you are sick or
discouraged, a phone call, visit,
or card from a saint of God will
uplift and encourage you.

Many fail to study the Bible.
They may read a devotional and
think thatis enough. Devotionals
can be beneficial, but keep in
mind that they represent another
person's interpretation or opin-
ion of the Bible. We must study
the Word of God for ourselves.
"How do you study?" is a legiti-
mate question many ask. First,
you need to be right with God;
make sure there is nothing be-
tween you and God. Second,
pray and ask God to school you
in the Scriptures. Ask Him to
give you understanding, wis-
dom, and knowledge.

When you read the Bible,
instead of reading it like a book,
look for the hidden treasures in
every Scripture. If you read and
meditate, you will find spiritual
nuggets. Ask questions, pray,

and God will show you what you
need to know. It is worth it to dig
into and study the Word of God.
It takes effort and determination.
The gold miner does not find
gold and the oil driller does not
see oil on the first day. It takes a
desire to be more like Jesus.

Another sign a person is not
serious about living for God is it
becomes a chore for them to
come to church. Any little excuse
will keep them from coming to
the worship services. Some peo-
ple only come to church to pre-
serve their image, keep their
families happy, or keep people
from thinking badly of them.
Young people show a lack of
seriousness about living for God
by viewing youth activities as a
waste of time. Christians have a
desire for the things of God. If
someone has no desire to attend
church activities or services, it is
a telltale sign that something is
wrong. We should desire to be
involved in anything that per-
tains to the church.

Are You Cooling Off?

If we are not careful, living
for God can become lackadaisical
or more of a routine instead of
a commitment. We can go
through the motions and become
"churchy." The excitement and
praise for God can dwindle. We
should desire to be in church,
learn more about God, get closer
to God, and check ourselves out
with the preached messages.
How is your praise to God for
what He has done? How is it
compared to when you first got
saved? Has it changed? Have
you cooled in your experience?
God wants praise!

We are living in the Laodice-
an age, according to Revelation
3:14-22, which is a lukewarm
state. Jesus addressed His letters
to the church, not to the world or
the backslider. Many people in
our day have cooled down in
their experience with God. The
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truth will never change. It is for-
ever settled in Heaven. How is
your love for the Word of God?
You may think, "It'll never be me;
I'll never cool off in my experi-
ence." You must keep adding
wood or fuel to your spiritual
fire to keep it burning hot. Prov-
erbs 26:20 tells us, "Where no
wood is, there the fire goeth out."

A man of God can preach a
message, but we must accept it
and live it to stay hot for God. If
we stop adding fuel to our spiri-
tual fires, our hearts will cool,
and we will become lukewarm.
Are you fueling the fire in your
heart? Or are you letting it slow-
ly dwindle to a dull ember?
Many have allowed their experi-
ences to cool down over the
years. Slowly but surely, their
fire has gone out.

Matthew 12:20 reads, "A
bruised reed shall he not break,
and smoking flax shall he not
quench, till he send forth judg-
ment unto victory." If you are
"smoking" a little bit, God has a
fan called the Word of God to fan
your fire until the flame comes
back to the embers. If you add
some fuel, you will again become
a burning fire for the Lord.

Our actions show how we
believe. King David committed
adultery with Bathsheba. He may
have thought: "It'll never be me.
I am the king, and I can do what-
ever | want." Look at all the evil
his sin brought upon him. The
sword never left his house
(2 Samuel 12:10). Samson played
around with Delilah, thinking he
was the strongest man in the
world. He had his eyes poked
out (Judges 16:21). Solomon was
the wisest man, yet his wives led
him into idolatry (1 Kings 11:4).
What happened to these great
men can happen to us if we are
not careful.

Some people are saying, "It'l]
never be me," by putting the mes-
sage on someone else instead of
examining their ownlives. David
said, "Search me, O God" (Psalm
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139:23); not "Search Brother or
Sister So-and-so." Romans 14:10-
11 states: "But why dost thou
judge thy brother? or why dost
thou set at nought thy brother?
for we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ. For it is
written, As I live, saith the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and
every tongue shall confess to
God." On this side of eternity, it
may never be you who bows, but
one day, you will face God.

Do you remember the rich
man who died, and "in hell he lift
up his eyes" (Luke 16:23)? That
could be you. All the things you
desire in this life will continue to
trouble you in hell. If something
in your heart is hindering you
spiritually, God can help you get
back to where you need to be.
Friend, are you lost and need
Christ in your life? Is the Spirit
leading you to salvation? Back-
slider, are you willing to turn

back to God and get your life
straightened out? One day, we
will all pass from this life to the
next and face the Judgment.
Many know they need God, yet
they say: "I'm okay. It'll never be
me." Now is the time to pray. Do
not put off your salvation.

(Compact Disc TR-2522)

Brother Jim Presley attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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Dear New Christian,

Praise God! There has been a
change in your life! Your sins
have all been forgiven, and your
name is written in the Book of
Life. You are beginning a brand
new way of living. So, what hap-
pens next?

Too often, people give their
heart to God only to lose their ex-
perience a short time later. What
happened? Why did they back-
slide? Staying saved requires
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building a strong spiritual foun-
dation and establishing healthy
habits. Just as a newborn baby
will not survive long without
food and care, your experience
requires spiritual food and care
to thrive and grow. This requires
effort and commitment on your
part.

A good place to begin is with
the basics of Christian living.
These need to be part of your
daily living. There is an old say-
ing, "Seven days without God
makes one weak." However, the
truth is, every day you fail to
spend time with God makes you
more susceptible to the enemy's
tactics.

You cannot afford to skip any
of the basics! Just as food, water,
and air are necessary for our
physical bodies to live, so there
are requirements that must be
met for spiritual life. Making
these a priority will give you the
strength and power to live for
God and toresistreturning to the
old way of living.

OO BIBLE READING

Have you ever tried to put
something together without read-
ing the directions? Perhaps you
mostly figured it out, but more
often than not, the instructions
were vital. How much more im-
portant that you read God's in-
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structions for your life! If you
never read those instructions,
you are sure to make a mess of
your life.

When you read the Bible, you
are storing up God's Word in
your heart. Reading and obeying
God's Word will keep you from
sinning (Psalm 119:11). It will
also teach you how to resist the
temptations of the devil. As you
become familiar with God's
Word, you will be able to see
through the lies of the devil.

A common complaint about
reading the Bible is that itis hard
to understand. Sadly, some have
called it boring. A good way to
think about Bible reading is to
consider it as a personal letter
from God to you. This very spe-
cial Book contains His thoughts,
His will, and His plans for your
life. When you realize the great
privilege of reading what God
has to say to you, Bible reading
will not be boring.

There are many people who
claim to be Christians, yet they
rarely read their Bibles, perhaps
only when attending church ser-
vices. Is that enough? Would a
physical meal once or twice a
week keep you from starving?

How little of God's Word can
you read before you begin to
die spiritually? It would be better
to ask yourself, How often do I



need encouragement and spiri-
tual direction for my life? The
Christian needs God's help every
day to live a life pleasing to God.
This comes through daily Bible
reading.

O PRAYER

Do you know the key to ev-
ery good relationship? It is com-
munication. When there is little
or no communication, relation-
ships will suffer. Prayer is com-
munication with God. Itis telling
Him about the problems, bur-
dens, and thoughts that are im-
portant to you. It is also letting
Him know how thankful you are
for what He has done for you.
Prayer is the cable that connects
you and God.

Every day brings challenges,
problems, decisions, or trials.
Life is "full of trouble" (Job 14:1).
You need help, guidance, and di-
rection. Jeremiah 10:23 says, "Itis
not in man that walketh to direct
his steps." If you cannot deter-
mine which way to go and which
decisions to make, you must talk
to the One who is "mighty in
strength and wisdom" (Job 36:5).
Only He has all the right an-
swers.

Are you limited to praying
only once a day? What kind of
relationship would you have
with God if you spoke to Him
more than once per day? Daniel
could go through a terrible trial
of being thrown into a den of
lions. No doubt, his habit of
praying three times every day
(which he established before this)
gave him the spiritual strength
he needed.

Think of how many times you
could talk to God every day. You
could pray before every meal.
You could say a prayer before
you leave home every day, ask-
ing for protection and help. You
could talk to God before going to
bed at night. It is important that
you have a daily time of prayer,
a time when you are alone and
can tell God all the burdens and

concerns you have. Also, you can
say quick prayers of thanksgiv-
ing throughout the day.

Think of ways you can add
extra prayer time during your
day. Just as your relationships
with family and friends improve
with regular communication, so
will your relationship with God
deepen and improve as you talk
to Him more often.

Consider starting a prayer
journal where you write burdens,
encouraging things that happen,
Scripture verses, and answers to
prayer. Use this list to remind
you while you are praying.

"Don’t pray when you
feel like it. Have an

appointment with the
Lord and keep it"
(Corrie ten Boom).

0 MEDITATION

Meditation has often been
compared to a cow chewing her
cud. Almost one-third of every
day is spent chewing her cud.
This ensures that the cow gets all
the nutrients from the food she
has eaten. When you first hear or
read Bible verses, you cannot
fully take in all the help and en-
couragement those Scriptures can
give. By bringing them to your
memory and thinking about
them later, you will have a deep-
er understanding of what those
verses are talking about.

Finding quiet time can seem
impossible in the busyness of
our culture. Continually, there is
something to see, listen to, or
watch. You will never find time
to meditate; you must make time.
But when is the best time? God
told Joshua to meditate "day and
night." In other words, contin-
ually or as often as possible.
Proverbs 23:7 tells us we are
what we think. The amount of
time you give to meditating on
God and His Word will become
obvious to others. What is in
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your heart (mind) will come out
through your words and actions
(Luke 6:45). Your friends and
family will be able to tell when
you have spent time meditating
on the good things of God.

Meditation requires unplug-
ging for a little while from things
that interfere; things like music,
electronics, books, and technol-
ogy. Psalm 46:10 and Psalm 37:7
(Amplified Bible) talk about the
importance of becoming "still."
Psalm 4:4 says to '"commune
[think] with your own heart . . .
and be still." Being still does not
mean you must stop all physical
movement, close your eyes, and
sit still. But it is to stop all the
noise of everyday life in your
mind (thoughts about things you
need to do or thoughts of some-
thing that bothers you). It is re-
moving everything from your
mind thatis not about God, mak-
ing room for the meditations that
are "acceptable" in God's sight
(Psalm 19:14).

"Meditation is a scriptural
duty . . . as binding as
Bible reading and prayer”
(John J. Murray).

O BIBLE STUDY

Is Bible study the same
as Bible reading? Daily Bible
reading will give you spiritual
strength and guidance, but the
deep truths God wants to share
with you are found through Bible
study. Both Bible reading and Bi-
ble study are necessary if you
want to continue to grow spiritu-
ally.

Before beginning a Bible
study, consider gathering some
tools that will help you. You will
need your Bible. Next, you might
want to get a notebook and a
pencil or pen to write what you
are studying. Many Bibles have a
concordance in the back. Thisis a
great study tool that will help
you look up words and phrases
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in the Bible. Also, a dictionary is
useful for looking up the defini-
tions of words.

Before beginning to study,
wouldn'tit be best to speak to the
One who knows exactly what the
Bible contains (the Author)? Ask
Him to guide you to find the
right Bible study.

God has placed spiritual peo-
ple in your life who know how to
search out the deep treasures of
God's Word. Ask them to share
the ways they study the Bible,
how they know what topics to
study, and what their favorite
Bible study tools are.

There will be times in your
life when you will need to know
what God's Word says and what
it means. You might be ques-
tioned by others concerning what
you believe. Do you know what
you believe? Knowledge comes
from studying your Bible. Under-
standing comes from letting God
talk to you about what you have
read. Then, when someone asks
you what you believe or why you
believe it, you will "be ready al-
ways to give an answer" (1 Peter
3:15).

O CHURCH SERVICES

In Psalm 122:1 David said, "I
was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of
the LORD." We read in Hebrews
10:25 of the danger of "forsaking
the assembling of ourselves to-
gether." Whatare the purposes of
church services, prayer services,
and Sunday school? Why are
they so important? In these wor-
ship services, you will be encour-
aged by hearing the testimonies
of other Christians. You will be
strengthened and challenged
through the preaching of the
Word. You will also be blessed
by "hymns and spiritual songs"
(Colossians 3:16).

Justas Jesus needed regularly
to attend the house of God ("as
his custom was"; Luke 4:16), ev-
ery Christian must make it a top
priority to attend worship ser-
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vices. Hypocrites did not stop
Jesus; donotlet them hinder you.
Isolation from God's people will
make you more likely to give in
to the temptations of the devil. If
you are spiritually struggling,
often the last place you want to
be is where you are reminded of
that. However, that is when it is
vital that you do not neglect the
worship services.

OO0 PERSONAL TESTIMONY

A Christian with a testimony
is worth a library of arguments.
Even if you are very young or
have only been saved a few days,
you have a testimony! The longer
you live for the Lord and the
more He does for you only
strengthens your testimony. Peo-
ple might try to argue about doc-
trine or religion, but a personal
testimony is hard to refute.

Pray about giving your per-
sonal testimony in a church ser-
vice. This is a wonderful way to
encourage others, and it will
strengthen you spiritually as
well.

O GETINVOLVED

When you have a heart full of
love for God, you will want to
serve Him. One way you serve
Him is by becoming involved in
the work of God. This could in-
clude raising your hand or say-
ing "Amen" during the worship
service, helping on church work
days, visiting the sick, volunteer-
ing to clean the church building,
or letting the pastor know you
are available to help in whatever
way is needed.

God's people are to be "wor-
kers together" (2 Corinthians 6:1).
This will be a help to your local
congregation, it will be an out-
reach to lost souls, and it will
strengthen you spiritually.

O BE ON YOUR GUARD

There are warning signs that
alertyou when you are becoming
spiritually weak. Signs of back-
sliding include: becoming critical
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of others, being discontented,
loving the world, neglecting the
basics, and lacking a burden for
others. Be careful of spiritual
junk food and of procrastinating
when it comes to reading, pray-
ing, and Bible study. Do not be
surprised when trials, tempta-
tions, and persecutions come
("think it not strange"; 1 Peter
4:12). These are working for your
good.

Be on the lookout for the de-
sire to withdraw from other
Christians. We need each other!
When you are discouraged, de-
pressed, and weak spiritually is
the worst time to miss church
services and avoid God's people.
That is your spiritual support
system. Use it! Ask someone to
pray with you. Do not be afraid
or too proud to ask for help and
advice.

Do not be surprised when
you do not feel like reading,
praying, attending church ser-
vices, or doing any of the other
things mentioned here. "The spir-
it indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak" (Matthew 26:41). The
Apostle Paul gave good advice
on how to handle this: "I keep
under my body, and bring it into
subjection" (1 Corinthians 9:27).
You cannot be spiritually lazy
and stay saved. You CAN stay
saved if you "give the more ear-
nest heed to the things which we
have heard" (Hebrews 2:1).

If you feel yourself becoming
spiritually weak, it might be
good to reread this. Have you
been neglecting some of the ba-
sics? If so, ask God to forgive you
and to help you. Ask a saint to
have prayer with you.

We are so thankful for what
God has done for you, and you
are in our prayers!

Sister Sheri Strelecky

Sister Sheri Strelecky attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.



A Trumpet
[or the

Lord

I would like to share some-
thing really neat that the Lord
did. A sister in the church called
to let me know there was an ad
in the Mount Vernon paper for a
trumpet. The ad said they only
wanted fifty dollars. I try to keep
an eye out for cheap instruments
so the young people in our con-
gregation can get started playing
in the church orchestra. Thank-
fully, I have found quite a few of
them that way.

So I called the man who had
placed the ad, and I told him I
was interested in the trumpet. I
said, "That is very cheap for a
good trumpet." He told me it was
a very good one, and he asked,
"What are you going to do with
it?" I never had someone ask that
question before. I have found
people usually do not care what
you are going to do with some-
thing once they have sold it to
you.

I'told him: "I direct an orches-
tra at the Church of God in New-
ark, Ohio. We have a lot of
young people, and it is hard to
buy instruments." He said noth-
ing, and I said, "I do not think I
want to come up tonight, but I
will come in the morning." I
asked him if anyone else was
looking at it, and he said no.

o R
B

After I hung up the phone,
the Lord said, "Go get that trum-
pet." So I called the man right
back, and I said, "I think I will
come tonight." I was so tired, but
God told me to go. So, I found
my fifty-dollar bill, got in the car,
and drove to Mount Vernon. The
man had a beautiful home. I
knocked, and when he came to
the door and saw it was me, he
started crying. I went into his
house, and he said, "Here is the
trumpet." I had taken my mouth-
piece. So I picked it up, and I
played it. It was such a beautiful
trumpet— one of the top makes. I
asked him, "Why are you selling
it so cheaply?"

I said, "I would be glad to
give you more." Then he started
crying again. I noticed one side
of his head was shaved, and I
found out he recently had brain
surgery. The man told me, "I
have had a large tumor taken out
of my brain, and they are telling
me I do not have much time,
even with the surgery." He told
me: "I have always played this
trumpet, but I have only used it
for the Lord. I wanted to sell it,
but I did not want to give it to
somebody who was going to use
it in a bar or something like that.
I wanted to give it to somebody
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who would use it for the Lord."

That was why when I called,
the man asked what I was going
to do with the trumpet. He said,
"l could not believe what you
said — that the trumpet would be
used for young people to play in
a church—because I had been
praying for that." I was the first
person who had called him. He
had been a music director at a
local Christian college.

As we were talking, I could
feel the Spirit of God working.
He asked, "So you have young
people who can use this?" I said,
"Yes, I do." I was able to share
with him how we have three
camp meetings every year, and
the youth orchestra plays during
those camp meetings. God im-
pressed me to tell him about peo-
ple God had healed, and he told
me about a lot of things God had
done in his life.

Then, the man told me: "I am
making a book on our genealogy
for our family. The reason I am
doing that is, I am going to give
it to all my unsaved family, and
between the genealogy list, I am
going to put testimonies. That
way, they will be sure to read it
when I am gone." He asked me,
"Would you pray that I might be
able to get this book done so I
can give it to them?" I thought
that was such a wonderful idea!
We had such a good visit. He
told me how he would often sit
in his living room, play his harp,
and talk to God.

God answered the prayers of
this man who wanted to see his
trumpet used for the Lord. What
a blessing that visit was! We are
not worthy of God answering
our prayers, but we are so thank-
ful that He does!

Sister Donna Chapman

Sister Donna Chapman attended the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
She went to be with the Lord
on September 3, 2020.
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BIBLE STUDIES
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QUESTIONS CONCERNING
GENESIS (PART 2)

In Part 1 of this Bible Study, we covered four ques-
tions: (1) Were There Other People Besides Adam and
Eve in the Beginning? (2) Was the Initial Plan for Adam
and Eve Never to Die Physically? (3) Were Adam & Eve
(and the Animals) Vegetarians in the Beginning? and (4)
What Is the Purpose of Genesis, Chapter 2? As we con-
tinue with the last two questions in this series, it is good
to be reminded of the rules of study. The Scriptures DO
NOT provide complete accounts of many Scriptural
events. We must remember the Scriptures are DIVINE-
LY CONDENSED and DIVINELY SELECTED. What
has been given and placed in the sacred canon has been
selectively chosen.

(5) Why Were Adam's and Eve's
Clothes Insufficient?

Genesis 3:21 reads, "Unto Adam also and to his wife
did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed
them." When viewing the Old Testament writings, we
must remember the truth the Apostle Paul set forth in
1 Corinthians 10:11 when, speaking of Old Testament
events recorded in the preceding verses, he penned, "Now
all these things happened unto them for ensamples [the
Greek word is tupos, which means 'types']." The Em-
phatic Greek Diaglott says, "But these things occurred to
them typically." The Englishman's Greek New Testament
renders this Scripture as, "Now these things, typically,
happened." Tupos is defined by Vine's Expository Dic-
tionary of New Testament Words to mean "in a doctrinal
sense, a type."

Webster's New World Dictionary defines a type as "a
person, a thing, or an event that represents or symbolizes
another, especially another that is to come." The first truth
to consider concerning Genesis 3:21 is typical, symbolic,
or representative. Let us look at this text's greater context.
The fall of man had just occurred (Genesis 3:6), and as a
response, "they sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons" (Genesis 3:7). Why was this not ade-
quate? Because there are some divine principles that had
to be applied. They had sinned, and "the wages of sin is

death" (Romans 6:23). Adam was clearly told in Genesis
2:17, "For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die." It was not physical death; Adam did not phys-
ically die for "nine hundred and thirty years" (Genesis
5:5). Adam and Eve were in a state of spiritual death.
They were spiritually unable to help themselves.

Just as the Lord God stepped up on the stage of ac-
tion, became the first Prophet, and gave the first Messian-
ic prophecy (Genesis 3:15), He also stepped up to pro-
vide the first Old Testament sacrifice. Genesis 3:21 says
He made them "coats of skins." The Hebrew Scriptures
and the Sepruagint agree with this verbiage as well. Now,
"let us reason together, saith the LORD" (Isaiah 1:18). For
the Lord to provide "coats of skins," there must (of neces-
sity) have been the death of an animal. Hebrews 9:22 ex-
plains, "Without shedding of blood is no remission." To
provide "coats of skins" required the "shedding ofblood."
Animal sacrifices were in the plan of God far prior to
their incorporation in the Mosaic Law. In Genesis 4:4,
Abel offered an animal sacrifice. Where did he receive
the enlightenment to participate in such a practice? No
doubt from his parents.

The Lord slew the animals that provided the "coats of
skins" (Genesis 3:21). Think of the spiritual picture this
portrays. Adam and Eve were in a sinful state; fellowship
with God was broken. They were "dead in trespasses and
sins" (Ephesians 2:1). To restore fellowship and put them
in a justified state required a death because "the wages of
sin is death" (Romans 6:23).

Therefore, the animals died as their substitute; their
blood was shed for Adam and Eve. Just as the "coats of
skins" provided a physical covering, so were their sins
covered, and they were then justified. "Fig leaves" (Gene-
sis 3:7) cost nothing (no sacrifice of life) and could not
provide what was needed. There was no death for sins, no
shedding of blood, and hence no remission or justifica-
tion. This all was typical and foreshadowed Christ (our
sacrifice for sin; Hebrews 9:26), His "shedding of blood"
to provide a covering for man's sins, and His sacrifice en-
abling divine fellowship to be restored.

The second reason the "aprons" Adam and Eve made
by having "sewed fig leaves together" (Genesis 3:7) were
insufficient was because of the immodesty they posed.
This may have been soon after the fall of man, but God's
moral law is against self-exposure. In instituting the Mo-
saic Law, one ofits earliest tenets (1491 B.C.) was to de-
scribe the "linen breeches to cover their [the priests'] na-
kedness" (Exodus 28:42). First Timothy 2:9 speaks of
adorning ourselves "in modest apparel." Webster's
Twenty-First Century Dictionary simply defines modest
as "avoiding self-exposure." So, the Lord desired appro-
priate modesty. Adam and Eve would no longer be in the
garden in the presence of only each other, but they were
going out to a wider world where they would eventually
have children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, etc.,
hence a need to learn to adorn themselves in modest
attire.
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Adam and Eve attempted to use the "fig leaves" as
"aprons." The Hebrew word for "aprons" is chaghoroth,
which Barnes' Notes tell us, "The root of the word means
'to gird oneself; primitive girdles is all that can be meant."
This is a picture of man trying to cover his sinful state
with an inadequate, immodest coverage. Itis what human
minds devised rather than what God provided, also show-
ing how false religion is devised—out of the minds of
men.

[ trust it is plain why Adam's and Eve's human efforts
were inadequate. They were like our human efforts—vain
and inadequate. We needed divine intervention, a sacri-
fice, and the "shedding of blood" as well.

(6) Why Was the Serpent Punished
if Animals Have No Will?

As we view the opening chapters of Genesis, we must
be mindful we are dealing with many initial and singular
events. In response to man's actions, the Lord had to es-
tablish some timeless moral laws. In considering "the ser-
pent" (Genesis 3:14), it is true, animals have no moral
agency. Therefore, the pronouncement in verse 14 cannot
be viewed as punishment, but rather as consequences.
Throughout the Scriptures, animals have suffered con-
sequences for their actions. At Mount Sinai, the Lord
commanded, "Go not up into the mount, or touch the
border of it . . . there shall not an hand touch it, but he
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be
beast or man" (Exodus 19:12-13).

In Exodus 21:28, the Lord provided the Mosaic in-
junction, "If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die:
then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not
be eaten." Again, this is backed by a moral law. This law
was reiterated when Noah left the ark. Genesis 9:6 tells
us, "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood
be shed." This moral law is the same one mentioned by
the Apostle Paul in Galatians 6:7 when he penned, "For
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

Again, the question may arise that Genesis 9:6 and
Galatians 6:7 refer to actions by people, but Genesis 3:14
refers to "the serpent," an animalistic creature. Yes, but
"the LORD God" was establishing the precedent of the ac-
tion of moral law. Consider this: "the serpent” was an in-
strument used by Satan. He enticed and "beguiled" (Gen-
esis 3:13) Eve to "eat" "ofthe tree, whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat" (Genesis 3:11). What
were the consequences for "the serpent"? Genesis 3:14
tells us that God told "the serpent . . . upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life."

These consequences, or reaping, were not a punish-
ment placed on an animal that had no moral choice;
rather, they serve as a timeless witness, teaching that be-
ing used of Satan will bring one low—"upon thy belly
shalt thou go." It also has reaping consequences. "The
serpent” tempted Eve to "eat" what was not prepared for
her. Thus, "the serpent”" reaped by eating what was not

originally prepared for him: "dust shalt thou eat" (Genesis
3:14).

Notice, Genesis 3:14 proceeds to say "all the days of
thy life." This expression reveals the "curse" (or conse-
quence) was not limited to that "serpent" alone, but it
meant perpetually. Micah 7:17 (penned in the proximity
of 710 B.C.) states, "They shall lick the dust like a ser-
pent." This Scripturally affirms that was to be a continual
condition. Likewise, the divine pronouncement of Gen-
esis 3:17 is, "Cursed is the ground for thy sake." Certain-
ly, "the ground" had no moral responsibility, but this was
a consequence of Adam and Eve misusing a portion of
the garden they were entrusted with, "to dress it and to
keep it" (Genesis 2:15).

Another perpetual item that is natural but stands as a
spiritual reminder of the faithfulness of God is the rain-
bow. In Genesis 9:13, God told Noah, "I do set my bow
in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant
between me and the earth." First, the "bow" causes us to
lift up our heads and embrace the promise, and second,
it is perpetual and a remembrance. The perpetual nature
of "the serpent"” who was told "upon thy belly shalt thou
go" reminds us that being used by Satan has conse-
quences which bring us low, and the consequences (or
reaping) could be permanent.

In the truest sense, "the serpent" was not punished
any more than "the earth." Both were "cursed" (Genesis
3:14, 17), but neither carries any spiritual connotation;
rather, it is a physical consequence. The lesson is that be-
ing used by Satan has consequences (perhaps permanent),
and it changes our nature from what God originally in-
tended. Do not allow yourselfto be put in such a position.
"The serpent" and "the ground" did not have a choice, but
they were accorded the consequences.

If we make improper choices prompted by Satan,
others may suffer the consequences as well as us. De-
cisions have consequences. This is why, when faced with
decisions in life, we must make the appropriate choices.
This is why we are admonished in Joshua 24:15 to
"choose you THIS DAY [it is a daily choice] whom ye
will serve." Remember, there is an immutable moral law
of sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7).

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the pastor of the
Church of God in Summersville, WV.

Bible study is the metal that
forges a Christian.

Charles Spurgeon
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Answers
From
theBible

WOoULD IT BE WRONG TO SERVE
REFRESHMENTS AFTER COMMUNION?

There are several aspects to this
question that must be considered.
Some are of the persuasion that food
should never be served in a church
building, and they reference 1 Corin-
thians 11:22, where the Apostle Paul
penned: "What? have ye not houses
to eat and to drink in? or despise ye
the church of God, and shame them
that have not?" To understand this
apostolic rebuke, we must study
what occurred in Corinth, one of the
largest commercial and trading cen-
ters of the ancient world. In this city
were all the various positions on the
socioeconomic scale (rich, poor,
bond, and free).

Thank God, one thing salvation
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ did
was to remove all the societal dis-
tinctions and barriers between peo-
ple. "There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are
all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians
3:28).

One thing the morning-time
brethren practiced was the "feasts of
charity” (Jude 12), similar to what
we may term a "Fellowship Dinner."
It was a meal where everyone con-
tributed what they could and every-
one partook of all the meal. How-
ever, this practice had gone severely
wrong in Corinth. In 1 Corinthians
11:21, the Apostle addressed what
was occurring in Corinth, saying,
"Every one taketh before other his
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own supper: and one is hungry."
Instead of bringing food to share
with poorer brethren, they were eat-
ing their own meal in front of poorer,
hungry brethren with no thought of
sharing.

In verse 22, Paul reproved them
for the practice that "shame[s] them
that have not . . . shall I praise you in
this? I praise you not." The Scripture
is not advocating that food was never
to be partaken of in a church build-
ing; rather, if you are going to partic-
ipate in the practice of eating your
own meal, exclusive of others, do it
at home.

The Apostle correlated these
verses with teaching concerning "the
Lord's supper" (1 Corinthians 11:20).
In 1 Corinthians 11:23-31, he related
what he had "received of the Lord"
(verse 23). He instructed them (and
us by extension since it was in-
corporated into the Scriptures) that
this was a solemn occasion. He
wrote, "Ye do shew the Lord's death
till he come" (verse 26). The Lord's
Supper is to be a time of solemn self-
examination. Verse 28 charges, "Let
a man examine himself." It is a time
when we are admonished, "If we
would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged" (verse 31). It is a
sober time for introspection and
prayer, not one designed for fellow-
ship or lighter activity.

To follow the example set forth
by the institution of this ordinance by
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Christ, the Gospel accounts record
this after the communion portion of
the ordinances was observed: "And
when they had sung an hymn, they
went out" (Matthew 26:30; Mark
14:26).

My personal feeling is, following
the ordinances (especially the solemn
occasion of "the Lord's supper")
would not be the most appropriate
service to follow with a time of re-
freshments. I feel the people would
be better served to leave still med-
itating upon "the Lord's death."

That being said, in some foreign
fields where saints may walk many
miles to assemble, it would not be a
kindness to have them leave to com-
mence a lengthy journey, many times
by foot, without some form of being
fed or refreshed. This is where "there
are differences of administrations"
(1 Corinthians 12:5), and pastors in
their separate fields of labor must
seek divine guidance and Holy Ghost
direction concerning the appropriate
course of action. The Bible does not
expressly mandate either way. Again,
this is where the ministry, being led
of the Spirit, must determine what is
best for their particular field.

To WHAT IS 2 PETER
3:13 REFERRING?

2 Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness.

This verse and Revelation 21:1
are speaking of the same thing. Sec-
ond Peter 3:10-14 is running parallel
thoughts: verse 10 tells what will
occur at "the day of the Lord" (the
Second Advent), and verse 11 deals
with "what manner of persons ought
ye to be." Verses 10 and 12 speak of
the event of the Consummation,
where conversely, verses 11 and 13
address the question of "what man-
ner of persons ought ye to be" to be
ready for that event. The Apostle
Peter addressed that question when
he penned "in all holy conversation
['conduct’; Greek] and godliness"
(verse 11).



This Scripture text is speaking of
a "new earth ['earthen vessels'; 2 Co-
rinthians 4:7], wherein dwelleth righ-
teousness”" (verse 13). The "new
heavens" (verse 13) is the exalted
spiritual position those who are a
"new earth" occupy (the church).
That is eternal as opposed to the tem-
poral, the firmamental "heavens" that

"shall be dissolved" (verse 12). The
church is a spiritual reality that is
"without spot, and blameless" (verse
14). Ephesians 5:27 substantiates this
truth—the "new heavens" verse 13
speaks of is the exalted position
occupied by the New Testament
church.

(The Book of Revelation Ex-

plained, Volume VI, explains Rev-
elation 21:1 more thoroughly.)

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the
pastor of the Church of God
in Summersville, WV.

September 8-14 — NEWTON, KS

REVIVAL: Church of God, 400 N. Meridian Road, Newton, KS 67114
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m.

Evangelist: Brother Earl R. Borders, Summersville, WV

For more information, contact: Pastor Brandon Gonzalez @ 316-217-2696

September 17-21 — SIERRA VISTA, AZ

Upcoming
Meetings

FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Palominas Chapel Church of God, 3500 E. Fry Blvd, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635
Location: La Purisima Retreat Center, 10301 S. Stone Ridge Road, Hereford, AZ 85615

Service times: Wednesday-Thursday 6 p.m.; Friday-Sunday 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.

For more information, contact: Pastor Nathan Harding @ 520-305-9499

September 27-28 — WARRENSVILLE, NC

ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Service times: Saturday 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
For more information & hotel accommodations, contact: Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

September 29-October 5 — NEW CASTLE, IN

REVIVAL: Westwood Church of God, 1518 Railroad Street, New Castle, IN 47362
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:07 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Evangelist: Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, OH

For more information, contact: Pastor Allen Polston @ 765-521-8284

October 8-12 — WHITE PINE, TN

CAMP MEETING: Church of God, 185 Highway 25/32, White Pine, TN 37890
For more information, contact: Pastor Roger Nethers @ 770-206-0786

October 20-26 — MOUNT PLEASANT, PA

REVIVAL: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666

Service times: Monday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. (A meal will be served following the Sunday morning service.)
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS

For more information, contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey @ 724-547-2151

The Gospel Trumpeter is published monthly by The Church of God, Inc. This periodical carries no subscription price;
however, it is partially maintained through the gifts and offerings of its readers, with the balance of the expenses paid
by the local congregation. Many of the messages and articles in this periodical are from preached messages, youth
services, teaching services, and testimonies in the local congregation.

Staff:
Editor: Brother Roger L. Decker
Workers Too Numerous to Mention

Prayer:
Roger L. Decker, Pastor
83 Decrow Ave.
Newark, OH 43055
Email: pastor@godsacres.us
Phone: 740-344-2543
We reserve the right to edit and/or decline materials for any
reason. We are not responsible for unsolicited materials.

Contact Information:

Phone: 740-345-1312

Websites: GodsAcres.org & GospelTrumpeter.com
Email: subscribe@godsacres.us
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