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"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
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This monthly religious journal is published
for the benefit of the Church of God
universally. It is our supreme purpose to
reach the world for Christ through the
printed page. Our burden is to reveal the
truth of God's Word to all mankind, to
expose sin and error, war against apostasy,
and to eradicate the longstanding traditions
of men that have no Biblical foundations.

THE CHURCH OF GOD BELIEVES IN

A personal God (John 4:24)

A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)

An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Salvation from sin (Matthew 1:21)

The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7)

A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)

Sanctification (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Unity of God's people (John 17:21;

Ephesians 4:3)

« Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)

« The ordinances (Matthew 28:19-20;
John 13:1-17; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34)

< Eternal life (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43)

* The Trinity (1 John 5:7-8)

SOME SPIRITUAL FACTS
PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH

¢ Jesus organized it (Matthew 16:18)

< ltis built on a good foundation
(Ephesians 2:20; 1 Corinthians 3:11)

« Christ governs it (Ephesians 1:22-23;
Isaiah 9:6)

* God admits the members
(1 Corinthians 12:13-18)

« Sin puts you out of it (Romans 11:22;
Exodus 32:33)

« Only the saved are members (John 15:2-6)

* Membership is offered to all
(Revelation 22:17)

« There are final rewards (Revelation 20:12-15;
21:3-4; 22:14)

* The Bible name is the Church of God (Acts
20:28; Galatians 1:13; John 17:11)
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HE CARES FOR YOU

At times, we may overlook the
smallest details within a given text of
Scripture, but through the smallest
details, we can gain the greatest ful-
fillment of God's Word. Jesus said in
Matthew 5:18, "For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled." A jot is
the tenth and smallest letter in the
Hebrew alphabet. It was written above
the line and looks more like an apos-
trophe. A tittle is even smaller than a
jot. It is a letter extension, a pen stroke
that can differentiate one Hebrew letter
from another.

Great treasures lie within even the
smallest pen stroke or what may be
viewed as an insignificant line in
God's Holy Word. We read in 2 Timo-
thy 3:16, "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness." As
the saying goes, there is so much more
than what meets the eye. When I go
through adversity or insecurity, God
shines a light on one of these treasures
I may have overlooked.

Recently, I was overcome with the
cares of life, and the Lord brought to
my mind the well-known verse found
in 1 Peter 5:7, "Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you." What
I perceived as a basic Scripture be-
came a personal study with the Lord.
As He directed my mind to the Word,
I thought, what is all according to
God? A/l in my human understanding
has limits: all only covers what I can
see with my eyes. First Corinthians 2:9
tells us, "But as it is written, Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for
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them that love him." Strong's Concor-
dance and Lexicon defines all with
words such as "every, whole, and en-
tire." This spoke to my soul, telling me
that God has my every, whole, and en-
tire care covered! All of it! There is
nothing God does not know and nothing
He cannot do!

Too often, many come to the place
where the devil has fooled them into
thinking God does not know, or what
they are going through is too hard for
God. The devil is a liar! God loves you,
dear one, and within His Word is truth,
life, and hope! One of my favorite Scrip-
tures tells how well God knows and how
much He loves us: "Are not two spar-
rows sold for a farthing? and one of
them shall not fall on the ground with-
out your Father. But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear ye not
therefore, ye are of more value than
many sparrows" (Matthew 10:29-31).
What a beautiful thought of how closely
God is watching over us all! The song
entitled "He Careth for Me" by Betty
Jean Robinson says:

When I cry tears — When I feel rain

When I am lonely — When I feel pain
His love reaches down into my heart
Where no man can see

He is my Father — He careth for me

We pray this monthly publication
will serve as a beacon of light and the
content within these pages will fill your
every need. May you be blessed to
know, without a doubt, that God cares,
and so do we!

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer attends
the Church of God in Newark, OH.
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AND DOING

Brother Roger L. Decker

2 Kings 7:1 Then Elisha said,
Hear ye the word of the LORD;
Thus saith the LORD, To morrow
about this time shall a measure
of fine flour be sold for a shekel,
and two measures of barley for a
shekel, in the gate of Samaria.

2 Then a lord on whose hand
the king leaned answered the
man of God, and said, Behold, if
the LORD would make windows
in heaven, might this thing be?
And he said, Behold, thou shalt
see it with thine eyes, but shalt
not eat thereof.

3 And there were four leprous
men at the entering in of the gate:
and they said one to another,
Why sit we here until we die?

4 If we say, We will enter
into the city, then the famine is
in the city, and we shall die
there: and if we sit still here, we
die also. Now therefore come,
and let us fall unto the host of
the Syrians: if they save us alive,
we shall live; and if they kill us,
we shall but die.

5 And they rose up in the twi-
light, to go unto the camp of the
Syrians: and when they were
come to the uttermost part of the

camp of Syria, behold, there was
no man there.

6 For the Lord had made the
host of the Syrians to hear a
noise of chariots, and a noise of
horses, even the noise of a great
host: and they said one to an-
other, Lo, the king of Israel hath
hired against us the kings of the
Hittites, and the kings of the
Egyptians, to come upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and
fled in the twilight, and left their
tents, and their horses, and their
asses, even the camp as it was,
and fled for their life.

8 And when these lepers came
to the uttermost part of the
camp, they went into one tent,
and did eat and drink, and car-
ried thence silver, and gold, and
raiment, and went and hid it; and
came again, and entered into
another tent, and carried thence
also, and went and hid it.

9 Then they said one to an-
other, We do not well: this day is
a day of good tidings, and we
hold our peace: if we tarry till the
morning light, some mischief
will come upon us: now therefore
come, that we may go and tell
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the king's household.

10 So they came and called
unto the porter of the city: and
they told them, saying, We came
to the camp of the Syrians, and,
behold, there was no man there,
neither voice of man, but horses
tied, and asses tied, and the tents
as they were.

11 And he called the porters;
and they told it to the king's
house within.

12 And the king arose in the
night, and said unto his servants,
I will now shew you what the
Syrians have done to us. They
know that we be hungry; there-
fore are they gone out of the
camp to hide themselves in the
field, saying, When they come
out of the city, we shall catch
them alive, and get into the city.

13 And one of his servants
answered and said, Let some
take, I pray thee, five of the hors-
es that remain, which are left in
the city, (behold, they are as all
the multitude of Israel that are
left in it: behold, I say, they are
even as all the multitude of the
Israelites that are consumed:)
and let us send and see.

14 They took therefore two
chariot horses; and the king sent
after the host of the Syrians, say-
ing, Go and see.

15 And they went after them
unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way
was full of garments and vessels,
which the Syrians had cast away
in their haste. And the messen-
gers returned, and told the king.

16 And the people went out,
and spoiled the tents of the Syri-
ans. So a measure of fine flour
was sold for a shekel, and two
measures of barley for a shekel,
according to the word of the
LORD.

17 And the king appointed the
lord on whose hand he leaned to
have the charge of the gate: and
the people trode upon him in the
gate, and he died, as the man of
God had said, who spake when
the king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the
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man of God had spoken to the
king, saying, Two measures of
barley for a shekel, and a mea-
sure of fine flour for a shekel,
shall be to morrow about this
time in the gate of Samaria:

19 And that lord answered
the man of God, and said, Now,
behold, if the LORD should make
windows in heaven, might such a
thing be? And he said, Behold,
thou shalt see it with thine eyes,
but shalt not eat thereof.

20 And so itfell out unto him:
for the people trode upon him in
the gate, and he died.

he lengthy Scripture
Treading is essential to
understanding the con-
text of all that was taking place.
Samaria was at war with Syria
and in a great famine. Syria had
surrounded Samaria and cut off
their food and trade supplies
needed to win the battle success-
fully. The famine was so severe
and starvation so drastic that a
woman actually boiled her son,
and she and another woman ate
him. When the king of Israel
learned what had happened, he
found it so grotesque that he rent
his clothes and put on sackcloth.
The king was beside himself with
anger and became violent. He
blamed all these happenings on
the Prophet Elisha, and he threat-
ened to behead Elisha. The king
thought Elisha could have pre-
vented all these events (2 Kings
6:26-31).

Second Kings 6:32-33 says:
"But Elisha sat in his house, and
the elders sat with him; and the
king sent a man from before him
[the king sent a man to take off
Elisha's head]: but ere the mes-
senger came to him, he said to
the elders, See ye how this son of
a murderer hath sent to take
away mine head? look, when the
messenger cometh, shut the door,
and hold him fast at the door: is
not the sound of his master's feet
behind him? And while he yet
talked with them, behold, the

4

messenger came down unto him:
and he said, Behold, this evil is of
the LORD; what should I wait for
the LORD any longer?"

Elisha was forewarned of
what would happen. He called
King Jehoram the "son of a mur-
derer" because he was the son of
Ahab and Jezebel. Elisha referred
to the death of Naboth and the
killing of the prophets by Jezebel.
Ahab was a ruthless king who
married a wife who influenced
him to do evil (1 Kings 21:25).
The "son of a murderer" indi-
cated King Jehoram was the
same as his parents, being influ-
enced, reared, and raised by
them. The king and his execu-
tioner came with murder in their
hearts, but it changed when they
came to Elisha's house.

The king acknowledged God
had sent the famine but was hos-
tile because he felt Elisha could
call on God and stop the war and
the famine. He said in so many
words, "Why should I wait any
longer for God to do something?"
The king was in despair. In
2 Kings 7:1, Elisha said, "Hear ye
the word of the LORD." Within
twenty-four hours, things would
change —the famine would be
over, there would be plenty of
food, and the price would be
cheap. In verse 2, the king's ser-
vant asked, "Behold, if the LORD
would make windows in heaven,
might this thing be?" Elisha
prophesied that the king's ser-
vant would see it but not partake.

Four Leprous Men
With a Choice

Four leprous men sat at the
gate of Samaria. According to the
law, lepers had to live outside
the camp. These lepers lived as
near the city gate as possible.
Maybe they wanted to obtain re-
lief from the city, or they feared
the Syrians. If they went into Sa-
maria, they would die because of
the famine or because they were
lepers and only allowed to dwell
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on the outside. If they went into
the camp of the Syrians, the Syr-
ian army would surely kill them
because they were their enemies.
If they stayed put and did noth-
ing, they would die. These four
lepers could die quickly at the
hands of the Syrians or die slow-
ly from starvation.

Lepers were outcasts and had
nothing to look forward to but
death. At one time, all of us were
outcasts. Psalm 147:2 reads, "The
LORD doth build up Jerusalem:
he gathereth together the out-
casts of Israel." Isaiah 11:12
states, "And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and shall
assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather together the dis-
persed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth."

The life of a leper was as low
as one could get in the Old Testa-
ment. They were separated, de-
pressed, living on the excesses or
throwaways of others with no
family to associate with. Leprosy
was a painful, dreaded disease. It
was highly contagious, and death
was slow. Most people would
not pity them or come to their
rescue because they were afraid
to contract the disease. Leprosy is
a perfect type of sin. It has a
small beginning but increases.
Sin always adds to sin. Leprosy
and sin have the same attributes:
they separate families and
friends, they cause depression
and loneliness, and only God has
the cure. No vaccine, pill, or doc-
tor could cure leprosy. They
were at the mercy of God.

The question was asked of
Jesusin Luke 18:26-27. "And they
that heard it said, Who then can
be saved? And he said, The
things which are impossible with
men are possible with God." Our
Scripture reading describes four
leprous men with a choice. They
could take a chance and go into
the camp of the Syrians (who
could save them or kill them in-
stantly), stay where they were
and die, or go into the city of



Samaria and subject themselves
to the famine.

Consider the portion of verse
4 in our Scripture text that reads,
"If we sit still here, we die also."
Only God knows how many peo-
ple are sitting still and dying in
Church of God congregations.
Many die lost because they want
to hold on to their sins or because
they are too proud to own their
sins and seek repentance.

The four lepers knew there
was plenty to eat in the Syrian
camp, but they did not know if
they would be killed or allowed
to live and partake. While these
lepers thought about what to do,
something happened in the Syr-
ian camp. The Syrian army heard
anoise, which got their attention.
Immediately, they thought Israel
had hired other kings, such as the
Hittites or the Egyptians, to help
them overthrow the Syrianarmy.

The Syrian camp had plenty
of supplies—food, drinks, gold,
silver, and raiment. They had
everything they needed to fight a
war. The lepers decided to go
into the Syrian camp, and they
struck a gold mine as far as they
were concerned! Nobody was
there when the lepers entered the
camp, so they went from tent to
tent and feasted on all the trea-
sures they found.

The lepers' consciences both-
ered them because they had
good news but did not tell any-
one. Second Kings 7:9, from an-
other translation, reads: "But then
they said to each other, 'We
shouldn't be doing this! We have
good news, and we shouldn't
keep it to ourselves. If we wait
until morning to tell it, we are
sure to be punished. Let's go
right now and tell the king's offi-
cers!"' The lepers were faced with
a decision, and they made the
right choice.

The Great Supper

Luke 14:16-24 says: "A certain
man made a great supper, and

bade many: And sent his servant
at supper time to say to them that
were bidden, Come; for all things
are now ready. And they all with
one consent began to make ex-
cuse. The first said unto him, I
have bought a piece of ground,
and I must needs go and see it: I
pray thee have me excused. And
another said, I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove
them: I pray thee have me ex-
cused. And another said, I have
married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.

"So that servant came, and
shewed his lord these things.
Then the master of the house
being angry said to his servant,
Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in
hither the poor, and the maimed,
and the halt, and the blind. And
the servant said, Lord, it is done
as thou hastcommanded, and yet
there is room. And the lord said
unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and com-
pel them to come in, that my
house may be filled. For I say
unto you, That none of those men
which were bidden shall taste of
my supper."

In this parable, "the master"
stands for God, who invited
guests to His supper. Throughout
their history, the Jewish nation
looked forward to the day when
God would send a Savior. When
He did, they refused His invita-
tion to join Him at the Great Sup-
per. The poor, maimed, halt, and
blind from the streets and lanes
were the tax collectors and sin-
ners who welcomed Jesus in a
way the Orthodox Jew never did.
Those gathered from the roads
and hedges were the Gentiles, for
there was still plenty of room at
the feast of God.

The first man said he had
bought a field and needed to go
and see it. He allowed the claims
of business to usurp God. Some
people become so immersed in
this world that they have no time
to worship, pray, attend the

GospelTrumpeter.com * May 2025

house of God, or think about
their souls. Their goal is to obtain
as much of this world's goods as
possible to live comfortably.

Luke 12:16-21 reads: "And he
spake a parable unto them, say-
ing, The ground of a certain rich
man brought forth plentifully:
And he thought within himself,
saying, What shall I do, because
I have no room where to bestow
my fruits? And he said, This will
I do: I will pull down my barns,
and build greater; and there will
I bestow all my fruits and my
goods.

"And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid
up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry [all
through this parable, the rich
man thought he would live a
long life]. But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided? So is
he that layeth up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward
God."

The rich man was "not rich
toward God" in spiritual things,
such as righteousness, holiness,
good works, or anything that
pertains to God. His whole life
was caught up in himself. The
best laid-out plans do not always
come to pass. God called the rich
man a "fool" because he thought
he could plan the present and
future of his life. He wanted the
end of his life to be full of com-
fort so he could take it easy and
rest. James 4:14-15 says: "Where-
as ye know not what shall be on
the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that ap-
peareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away. For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live, and do this, or that."

The second man in the Para-
ble of the Great Supper "bought
five yoke of oxen." Many people
allow possessions to rob them of
worship. It could be a boat, car,
house, or any other possession
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that takes time away from God.
Be careful of allowing material
things to take you away from
your spiritual priorities.

Another excuse was that of a
man who married a wife. Prov-
erbs 18:22 states, "Whoso findeth
a wife findeth a good thing, and
obtaineth favour of the LORD." It
makes a difference whom you
marry. You should pray earnest-
ly about the person you marry.
Ahab married Jezebel. She was
no help to him except to help him
do evil. In 1 Corinthians 7:39,
Paul warned, "The wife is bound
by the law as long as her hus-
band liveth; but if her husband
be dead, she is at liberty to be
married to whom she will; only
in the Lord." Paul said to marry
"in the Lord," which is good ad-
vice for the widow and for any-
one contemplating marriage.

Marriage is a serious event.
Many Christian experiences have
been destroyed because of bad
marriages. Sometimes, differ-
ences in worship or priorities
come up that could have been
avoided back when the couple
was dating. Many times, warning
signs appear and are not heeded,
such as controlling behavior, be-
ing constantly jealous, bossy, un-
interested in the things of God,
and constantly warring against
fleshly lusts. Many ignore these
warning signs and pay the price
later in a bad relationship.

The Treasure of All Treasures

There are many excuses for
not serving God. The lepers were
down and outers, with no reason
to live. Even the doomed lepers
decided not to stay where they
were and die without putting
forth some effort. Look how God
rewarded them! He took the
worst class of people and
brought them to the banqueting
table. God has prepared a great
supper that will feed every soul.
There is enough soul food in
God's house to feed you until
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If you are
spiritually
hungry or

thirsty,

God will fill
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eternity. Revelation 22:17 says:
"And the Spiritand the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely."

When you find the treasure of
all treasures, as the lepers did,
you will want to share your ex-
perience with others. As the lep-
ers partook from tent to tent,
their consciences reminded them
they were Israelites. Immedi-
ately, they wanted to share all
the spoils with their brothers and
sisters.

John 4:25-30 says: "The wom-
an saith unto him, I know that
Messias cometh, which is called
Christ: when he is come, he will
tell us all things. Jesus saith unto
her, I that speak unto thee am he
[what powerful words]. And
upon this came his disciples, and
marvelled that he talked with the
woman: yet no man said, What
seekest thou? or, Why talkest
thou with her? The woman then
left her waterpot [her priorities
changed], and went her way into
the city, and saith to the men,
Come, see a man, which told me
all things that ever I did: is not
this the Christ? Then they went
out of the city, and came unto
him."

If you are hungry or thirsty,
spiritually speaking, God will fill
you. In Matthew 5:6, Jesus said,
"Blessed are they which do hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness:
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for they shall be filled." Jesus
said you will be blessed (not with
worldliness but with righteous-
ness). God has prepared a great
supper, yet many are sitting in
congregations doing what the
lepers were doing—they were
dying. When you sit in a Church
of God congregation unsaved,
you are involved in three deaths.
You are dead spiritually, dying
physically, and in grave danger
of the second death — eternal sep-
aration from God.

The four lepers were the off-
scourings of the earth. The lowest
a person could be was a leper
because he had no hope unless
God intervened. A leper dying
slowly outside the camp could
not be near his family or friends.
The only people he could be
around were others who had
leprosy. Certainly, they would
have no encouragement from
each other. There may be little to
no encouragement for someone
with cancer to be in a room with
someone else who has cancer.

God took the lowest class of
people and brought them to great
provisions, letting us know God
will save "whosoever will." A
soul who comes to Jesus can go
from one blessing to another. The
lepers asked, "Why sit we here
until we die?" There is nothing
more sad than a person sitting
and dying lost when it is so un-
necessary. Those four lepers had
more sense than many people
today. They put forth the effort
and lived. God can feed the hun-
gry soul. You may be among the
vilest of sinners or be raised in
the church, but there is plenty at
God's table for you to go as they
did from one tent or blessing to
another. In each tent, they found
all they needed to sustain them.

(Compact Disc TR-3092)

Brother Roger L. Decker is the
pastor of the Church of God in
Newark, OH.



DANGER

Brother Irwin Sesher

Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not;
for I am with thee: be not dis-
mayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteous-
ness.

e live in troublesome
Wtimes. Everywhere
you turn, people are

in anguish and despair. You can
see it on their faces. They have
no idea where to go or what to
expect next. Corruption and
hopelessness are the norm in
many people's lives. I am thank-
ful we have Someone to go to
and depend on to listen and an-
swer our prayers because even
the strongest Christians can be
influenced by the world.

First Peter 1:3-6 says: "Blessed
be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which accord-
ing to his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, To an in-
heritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for

you, Who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the
last time. Wherein ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations."
Today, too many have at-
tached labels to themselves. The
only label that will matter in the
end is if your name is written in
the Lamb's Book of Life. Many
people rely on having their name
on a church book, being baptized
as a baby, or shaking a preacher's
hand. None of those are men-
tioned in the Word of God. If you
read the Word, you will learn
shaking a preacher's hand or
signing a church card will not get
you into Heaven. You must be
completely saved from sin.
Salvation brings true joy, not
false joy. "Old things are passed
away; behold, all things are be-
come new" (2 Corinthians 5:17).
The sinful habits, corrupt tongue,
party spirits, and lustful thoughts
are gone! If more people would
experience true salvation, our
world would be in a much better
shape. Thank God for the deliv-
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erance in salvation. Romans
15:13 says, "Now the God of
hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost." Thank
God, there is hope! We do not
need to be hopeless.

Many things can hinder us in
our walk with God. The devil
will always be there to try to
knock us out of this Christian
race. Saints, be aware and watch-
ful of things that rob you of your
position with God. First Peter 5:8
says, "Be sober, be vigilant; be-
cause your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking [not groping in the dark]
whom he may devour." The devil
likes to attack the weaker ones
who move away from the flock.
He sees where your stance is. He
attacks from all sides, trying to
affect your mind. You need to
rebuke the devil and claim vic-
tory through Jesus Christ when
he puts thoughts of doubt and
fear in your mind.

The Danger of Icebergs

We must watch for underly-
ing things that put us in perilous
positions. My mind was drawn
to icebergs, and I like to study
history. Getting too close to an
iceberg can cause substantial
damage to a ship. They look pret-
ty, but they are dangerous! The
majority of an iceberg is below
the waterline. Only about ten
percent of an iceberg is above the
water, while the rest is where
you cannot see it. That is a peril-
ous situation for a ship.

Icebergs are powerful. They
can flip over and release large
amounts of energy. In some cas-
es, the energy released is like an
atomic bomb. They can create
tsunamis or huge tidal waves.
Consider the spiritual lesson. The
enemy likes to work under the
surface. You may not see all the
hidden dangers until the he ex-
poses himself. The devil works
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behind the scenes, in places
where you would least expect it.

The Titanic was a huge pas-
senger ship that hit an iceberg
and sank to the bottom of the
North Atlantic Ocean. It was the
largest moving object in the
world in 1912. It was 883 feet
long. Some passengers were re-
nowned and considered impor-
tant people who wanted to expe-
rience the maiden voyage across
the Atlantic. Of the 2,224 passen-
gers onboard, only 710 survived.

The Titanic burned six hun-
dred tons of coal daily to push
the engines. The mammoth ship
sunk in two hours and forty min-
utes. As it was sinking, it buckled
and broke in half. Sadly, the Ti-
tanic had a total of twenty life-
boats, which was not enough for
over two thousand people.

Only fourteen standard
wooden lifeboats, each with the
capacity to hold sixty-five peo-
ple, pulled away from the sink-
ing ship. Many were only half
full or less. Even if all the life-
boats were filled to capacity, only
half the people would have been
saved. Can you imagine the
screaming that went on in that
water? People were calling out
for help, but no one was there to
help them.

It took over two hours for the
next ship to reach where the Ti-
tanic went down. Many survi-
vors were in that twenty-eight-
degree water (causing hypother-
mia in a matter of minutes). I
imagine it was an awful sight to
see and an eerie sound to hear.
There were not enough lifeboats
because the ship owners felt too
many lifeboats would clutter the
deck and obscure the first-class
passengers' views. How sad! If
they could have seen the danger
to them, they would have carried
more lifeboats.

Spiritual Icebergs

The devil can use icebergs,
such as worldliness, to sink your
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spiritual vessel. How we handle
the world determines if we have
victory in our souls. Christians
want to dress modestly because
Christ expects us to. We are to set
an example for the world. Some
feel it makes no difference how
they dress. It matters in God's
eyes how you dress here and on
vacation. You may say, "Well, no
one will see me." God sees you!

If someone asks, "Why do
you dress the way you do?" that
opens a door for you to witness.
Do you respond, "My pastor
preaches it that way," or do you
take them to the Word of God?
Many misunderstand modesty
because they do not hear it
preached. Worldly fashions come
and go, but they do not sway a
true child of God. Instead of go-
ing your way, go God's way. If
you wonder if what you wear is
modest, ask God about it.

We should be consistent in
how we dress. First Timothy 2:9-
10 says, "In like manner also, that
women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shame-
facedness and sobriety; not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls,
or costly array; But (which be-
cometh women professing godli-
ness) with good works." Modest
means "an attitude of humility
and decency in dress." Decency
in dress also deals with groom-
ing and keeping ourselves clean.
Our language should be decent.
Is your language different when
in the house of God? Our speech
and behavior should be consis-
tent. Modesty covers more than
just the way we dress. Modest
people do not seek to draw atten-
tion to themselves. Instead, they
want to glorify God in their bod-
ies and spirits. Sisters and broth-
ers should be careful what they
wear and how they act.

Another iceberg that can sink
a Christian is hatred. It is sad
how ones who claim to be chil-
dren of God have hatred in their
hearts. Hate is a strong word. As
Christians, we should hate sin
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and the appearance of sin. We
must war against the sin of hat-
ing others. Ask the Holy Spirit to
aid you when thoughts of anger
or resentment creep in. God can
help you with the spirit of "flying
off the handle." Getting angry or
upset is a part of our human na-
ture, but we need to control our
anger with God's help because
others are looking on.

Road rage has become preva-
lent. What if you are at the store
and someone cuts in line before
you? Do you give them a dirty
look and say something nega-
tive? We should have no resent-
ment in our hearts toward any-
one. Dwelling on the negative
only makes things worse. Hold-
ing a grudge is holding hatred in
your heart. If you do not forgive
others, God will not forgive you
(Matthew 6:15). "Hating peopleis
like burning down your own
house to get rid of a rat" (Harry
Emerson Fosdick). People con-
cern themselves with one thing
without considering the outcome
of everything else.

First John 4:19-20 states: "We
love him, because he first loved
us. If a man say, [ love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar: for
he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he
love God whom he hath not
seen?" We must love each other!
There may be personality con-
flicts or differences of opinion,
but we all should learn to live
and work together. First John 1:6
says, "If we say that we have fel-
lowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth."

Bitterness and Jealousy

Bitterness is another iceberg
that will bring you down. Many
people carry bitterness to the end
of their lives, refusing to forgive
people. Bitter people are difficult
to be around. Psychologists af-
firm bitterness adversely affects
your health. If you constantly



dwell on bitterness, how is your
blood pressure? You may have
issues with your heart. If you let
go of bitterness, you will be sur-
prised at how much better you
feel. The person you are bitter
against usually is unaffected.

The best way to lose bitter-
nessis to have forgiveness. Ephe-
sians 4:32 says, "And be ye kind
one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ's sake hath for-
given you." You may say: "I do
not know if I can forgive what
they did to me." You must for-
give if you want to make Heaven
your home, not just with your
lips, but from your heart.

God forgave me of my sins.
Thank God, I no longer walk the
way I used to walk. I no longer
succumb to the world's menu. I
want to go God's way and do
what God expects. If you want to
walk the straight and narrow
way, things are out there to bring
you down. They may look inno-
cent, but look at them through
the eyes of God. Is it really the
way you want to go?

Bitter people are easy to rec-
ognize. They might run, but they
cannot hide. Often, they are de-
pressed about something that
happened in their distant past.
They cannot let go of a situation
that has led them to a life of un-
forgiveness, even over the tiniest
of happenings. Ephesians 4:2
says, "With all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love."

Jealousy is another iceberg
that hinders people. If someone
gets a new car or house, they
wish they could have a new one,
so they become full of negative
comments. How does the person
on the other end feel? They may
feel depressed or unwanted. A
child of God should be uplifting
to others. We live in a world
where we need positive interac-
tions. We should be happy for
those blessed with material
goods, not jealous.

Proverbs 27:4 says, "Wrath is
cruel, and anger is outrageous;
but who is able to stand before
envy?" Jealousy can be based on
idolatry or dissatisfaction with
God. It is like saying God is in-
sufficient. I am thankful God is
sufficient! We should run to the
throne of grace every chance we
get! James 3:16 says, "Where en-
vying and strife is, there is confu-
sion and every evil work." Gala-
tians 5:22-23 reads, "The fruit of
the Spiritislove, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law."

The devil uses what is avail-
able at his disposal to try to bring
us down. Jealousy brings resent-
ment, nasty attitudes, hurtful
remarks, and bad attitudes. Jeal-
ous attitudes can be acknowl-
edged in the world but should
never be mentioned in local con-
gregations of the Church of God.
Second Timothy 3:1 says, "This
know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come." The
end is near, and the devil would
love for you to have a jealous at-
titude. Watch for that underlying
iceberg. It can take your spiritual
ship down with one little scrape.

Precautions Against Dangers

Another iceberg is division.
The Word of God is plain about
division. First Corinthians 1:10
says, "Now I beseech you, breth-
ren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judg-
ment." Division is a sin. Christ is
not divided. If you want to con-
quer a country, you divide it and
cut off all avenues of escape. If
you want to destroy a congrega-
tion, divide it and speak evil of
it. Too many people are dissatis-
fied and have become too lacka-
daisical in their worship. Often,
they become disgruntled, finding
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fault in every aspect of the con-
gregation. (There are too many
specials; the singing is too loud.
Why does that person give the
same testimony every time?)
Finding fault leads to division.
We need unity! We are in this to-
gether, working for Christ's sake.

Some find fault with the pas-
tor. Nothing pleases them, so
they go elsewhere to worship.
Their countenances have fallen.
They hang around others who
are unhappy and disgruntled.
We are here to help souls get
right with God. If you think the
church needs to improve, what
are you doing to improve it? Are
you sitting back and grumbling?

Saints of God, let us not be-
come blind to the devil's ice-
bergs. I may be old-fashioned,
but I love the old paths. Letting
down does not happen over-
night; it is a gradual process.
Often, it starts behind the pulpit.
If the standard is not held before
the people, they will start to live
the way they want. I love the
Church of God! I am thankful for
a faithful, caring pastor. I know
nothing about the Methodists,
Presbyterians, or Lutherans. I
could have been confused, but I
am thankful I was brought up in
the Church of God. The truth is
still going forth. Icebergs are ma-
jestic but dangerous. Spiritual
dangers are all around, and we
need to take precautions.

The Titanic struck a North
Atlantic iceberg at 11:40 p.m. on
the evening of April 14,1912, ata
speed of twenty-three knots per
hour. The iceberg scraped along
the starboard, or right side of the
hull, below the waterline, slicing
open the hull between five adja-
cent watertight compartments.
The ocean water was at a lethal
temperature of twenty-eight de-
grees Fahrenheit, but the salt
kept it from freezing.

As the people of God, we can
become overconfident, resting on
our pastaccomplishments. Thank
God for what He has done and
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for all who receive help in their
souls, but the devil takes no
breaks or vacations. He keeps
scheming to bring us down. He-
brews 4:16 says, "Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of
need." Stay the course. Stay right
where God establishes you in a
Church of God congregation. I
have been a member of the con-
gregation of the Church of God,
at God's Acres, since 1974. My
first experience coming to God's
Acres was in 1965 with my mom
and dad. Thank God the truth is
still preached here. I am thankful
to be a child of God.
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Thoughts

From qu’g. Word

Favour is deceitful, and beauty
is vain: but a woman that feareth the
LORD, she shall be praised. Give her
of the fruit of her hands; and let her
own works praise her in the gates.

Proverbs 31:30-31

Hannah prayed before she had
any children. Her overwhelming de-
sire to be a mother caused her to be
"in bitterness of soul, and [she]
prayed unto the LORD, and wept
sore" (1 Samuel 1:10). She was spe-
cific in her prayer, asking for a "man
child." She also promised to give him
back to God, and she was true to her
vow. She "brought him unto the
house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the
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Some people have let down
and moved away from the truth.
They are on the plains of Baby-
lon, trying to find rest for their
souls. Stay true and be what God
expects you to be. Do not become
overconfident in your soul. It is
easy to do. We are what we are
only by the mercy of God.

A quote was said to have
been made about the Titanic,
"Even God himself couldn't sink
this ship." That would have been
a foolish statement to make. God
is Almighty, and He can do
whatever He wants. He created
the universe and can take care of
every need in your soul. Al-
though God created everything,
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child was young" (1 Samuel 1:24).

Jochebed prayed for her baby
who was facing certain death. Pha-
raoh decreed all Israclite boy babies
to be thrown into the Nile River for
the crocodiles to eat. She made a
basket and placed him in the river.
Moses was rescued by Pharaoh's
daughter. Jochebed's prayers pro-
tected him from the world. Moses
was blessed with all the riches of
Egypt, but he chose "to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son" (Hebrews 11:25).

Hagar, Sarah's Egyptian hand-
maid, had no choice before becom-
ing a mother. She suffered affliction,
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He has enough time to look at
your needs and my needs and
provide help for our souls.

Most of the danger from an
iceberg is below the surface. The
devil also likes to work below the
surface. Those things like to rise
to the top, so we need to nip
them at the bottom before they
get out of hand. If you have a
need in your heart and life, ask
God to help you take care of it.

(Compact Disc TR-2856)

Brother Irwin Sesher attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.

yet the Lord strengthened her to sub-
mit. He told her He would "multiply
thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not
be numbered for multitude" (Genesis
16:10). When she and her son, Ish-
mael, were sent away, she was sure
he would die (Genesis 21:14-18).
God did not forget His promise to
Hagar.

Naomi lost her husband and both
sons in a strange land. She decided to
move back to her homeland, empty
and sorrowful. Her daughter-in-law
Ruth clung to her and said, "Intreat
me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee: for whither
thou goest, [ will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God"
(Ruth 1:16). God blessed Naomi,
and she raised Ruth's child (Obed) as
her own. She "laid [him] in her bos-
om" (Ruth 4:16). Obed was the
grandfather to King David.

These mothers all faced different
situations and trials in life. We could
mention many more, but most im-
portantly, we can learn from them.
Mothers are important, and God
hears a mother's prayer.

Sister Annette Hupp

Sister Annette Hupp attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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"Fake No Thol

Matthew 10:19-20 But when
they deliver you up, take no thought
how or what ye shall speak: for it
shall be given you in that same hour
what ye shall speak. For it is not ye
that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you.

Mark 13:11 But when they shall
lead you, and deliver you up, take no
thought beforehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but
whatsoever shall be given you in
that hour, that speak ye: for it is not
ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

When I was praying about
thoughts to bring to the young
people, I became flustered and
worried, and I said: "Lord, what
am I going to do? I cannot think
of a thing that I should say." Im-
mediately, God spoke to me and
said, "Take no thought." I could
have saved myself a whole lot of
trouble if  had kept that in mind!
Although I had brought this to
God, I had not really left it with
Him.Iwas premeditating, begin-
ning to worry, and taking
thought, and that is exactly what
Matthew 10:19 says not to do.

Luke 12:11 says, "And when
they bring you unto the syna-
gogues, and unto magistrates,
and powers, take ye no thought
how or what thing ye shall an-
swer, or what ye shall say." I
have read three examples from
God's Word about taking no
thought. The Lord must really
want us to get that through our
heads. When He tells us to do
something or when something

comes along, His Word says to
"take no thought." You might ask,
"Why would the Lord tell His
children to 'take no thought'? Is it
careless not to think about things
ahead of time? Should we not
premeditate about something
before we get into the middle of
itand then not know what we are
doing?" Nevertheless, that is
what God's Word says.

How can we make sure
things turn out good and right if
we "take no thought"? Luke 12:29
reads, "And seek not ye what ye
shall eat, or what ye shall drink,
neither be ye of doubtful mind."
I certainly was "doubtful" about
speaking to the young people. I
worried, "Oh, what am I gonna
do"? The problem was, I had not
really brought it to God. I was
thinking, "What thoughts can I
think of?" I did not leave it with
the Lord.

Luke 12:30 tells us, "For all
these things do the nations of the
world seek after." That is how the
world is. When a question, prob-
lem, or trial comes up in their
lives, they are bombarded before
they ever get started because
they have no hope. People often
throw fits, get upset, cry, worry,
and some even commit suicide.
This is all because they have no
hope.

The rest of Luke 12:30 says,
"And your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things." All
these questions and desires you
might have, God already knows
"these things." Instead of worry-
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ing, verse 31 tells us, "Seek ye the
kingdom of God; and all these
things shall be added unto you."
If we take a thought ourselves,
without going to God about it,
more than likely, it is going to be
the wrong thought. This often
gives way to doubt and defeat.
Instead, we should seek God first
and pray without doubting.
Then, we do not need to worry.
We read in Philippians 4:6,
"Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known
unto God." Let nothing slip by
without praying about it first.
Being human, we sometimes for-
get to do this. Even when we
learn something from God, we
tend to forget. He has to take us
back to His Word, refreshing our
minds, and showing it to us
again. Often, when He brings us
through another trial or lesson,

He says to us, "Take no
thought' —remember that; do not
forget it."

Luke 12:25-26 states, "And
which of you with taking thought
can add to his stature one cubit?
If ye then be not able to do that
thing which is least, why take ye
thought for the rest?" Can you
add "one cubit" to your "stature"?
When I looked up a cubit, I
found it equals between eighteen
and twenty-one inches. I could
not add twenty-one inches to my
stature; I could not even add one
inch. If that is "the least," then
why should I worry about "the
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rest"? No one can add any height
to their stature. This verse teach-
es, if we cannot do something
that we know is impossible, we
must take it to God.

Too often, we start looking at
problems, think about solving
them in our abilities, and forget
to take them to God. We might
think, "Oh, I can handle that." We
need to be careful! We must stay
close to the Lord. Even if some-
thing is possible in our own
strength, that is all the more rea-
son we should pray to God about
it, so it will go right and we will
not mess it up.

There is an example in God's
Word of a person who took a
thought, and he lost his soul over
it. Jesus, speaking a parable in
Luke 12:16-18, said: "The ground
of a certain rich man brought
forth plentifully: And he thought
within himself, saying, What
shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits?
And he said, This willI do ... ."

The rich man "thought within
himself." The Bible does not say
he spoke to God about it. He just
"thought within himself." He was
worried about his "fruits," and he

said: "This will I do: I will pull
down my barns, and build great- |

er; and there will I bestow all my
fruits and my goods. And I will
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast
much goods laid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink,
and be merry" (verses 18-19).
However, God had some-

thing to say to that rich man. |

Verse 20 reads, "But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night

thy soul shall be required of thee: |

then whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided?" The
rich man took a wrong thought, a

thought that turned out to be so

unimportant. He found out too
late that his "fruits" were not the
true issue he should have been
thinking about. Too often, we are
like the rich man, taking thought
about the wrong things. We need
to stay with God.
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Several years ago, I went to
the doctor because I was having
problems with my eyes. Finally,
he told me the condition on my
eyes was incurable. He said,
"There is nothing we can do to
help you." My mom picked me
up from the doctor's office, and
she asked, "What did he say?" I
could not say anything. I was so
upset, and I began to cry. I
thought: "Why me? Why does
this have to happen to me? I have
so many other problems." My
mom tried to cheer me up, but
neither she nor I were Christians
at that time. So, I was looking at
it from that view.

Before I got saved, I was
thinking, "Well, am just going to
have to figure out how a person
lives who is going blind. I will
just have to do the best I can and
learn how to adapt to this
world." I did not want to become
bitter, but I was only looking at it
with my thoughts. My thoughts
were, "[ will just have to do it the
best way I know how." But now
that I have come to Christ and
turned it over to Him, He has
changed things around. He said:
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"Trust Me for your eyesight; lis-
ten to Me; I will never let you
down. You will never be sorry." I
have not been sorry!

Now I say: "Why me? Why
did you pick me, Lord? Out of all
the millions of people in this
world, why did You want to
come and live in my heart?" I did
not deserve anything like that! I
thank the Lord, He has touched
my eyes and healed my eyes. I
am very thankful, and I want to
tell everyone about it.

I would like to close with
1 Peter 5:10, which says, "But the
God of all grace, who hath called
us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have
suffered a while, make you per-
fect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you." Verses 6-7 read, "Humble
yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time: Casting all
your care upon him; for he careth
for you."

Sister Penny Holbert

Sister Penny Holbert went to be
with the Lord on July 25, 2001.
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Others

Lord, help me live from

day to day
In such a self-forgetful way
That even when I kneel to pray
My prayer shall be for—others.

Help me in all the work I do
To ever be sincere and true
And know that all I'd do for You
Must needs be done for—others.

Let "Self" be crucified and slain

And buried deep; and all in vain
), May efforts be to rise again

Unless to live for—others.
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And when my work on earth
is done
And my new work in Heaven's
begun
May I forget the crown I've won
While thinking still of—others.

Others, Lord,
yes, others
Let this my
motto be
Help me to live
for others
That I may live
like Thee.

C. D. Meigs £



When thinking about my
spiritual experience, I often think
of the song "Through It All" by
Andraé Crouch. It says:

I've had many tears and sorrows
I've had questions for tomorrow
There've been times

Ididn't know right from wrong
But in ev'ry situation

God gave blessed consolation
That my trials come

To only make me strong

I've been to lots of places
And I've seen a lot of faces
There've been times 1 felt so all alone
But in my lonely hours, yes
Those precious lonely hours
Jesus let me know that I was

His own

Through it all, through it all

I've learned to trust in Jesus

I've learned to trust in God

Through it all, through it all

I've learned to depend upon
His Word

So I thank God for the mountains

And I thank Him for the valleys

I thank Him for the storms He
brought me through

For if I'd never had a problem

I'wouldn't know that He could
solve them

I'd never know what faith in God
could do

Through It All,
['ve Learned to
Trust in Jesus

Sister Natalie Bremer

Those precious lonely hours
are when our faith is made
strong. In January 2024, God saw
fit to send my husband and me
through a dark valley. I once said
I'hoped to never have a reason to
take a child to Children's Hospi-
tal because I could not handle it.
It is amazing how God sends
grace just when we need it the
most. While everything was out
of my control, God gave me
peace in the midst of this storm.
There certainly is peace in know-
ing God is in control!

OnThursday, January 4", our
thirteen-month-old daughter,
Anna Belle, started feeling sick.
We thought she wasjust teething.
The next day, she was eating and
drinking less and was more tired
than normal. We started noticing
some irregular breathing; so we
started monitoring her oxygen
levels. She had symptoms of RSV
(respiratory syncytial virus), a
common infection among chil-
dren. From the information we
gathered online, there was no
specific treatment for RSV, so we
just tried to make her comfort-
able. On Saturday, Anna Belle
slept most of the day, could bare-
ly eat or drink, and started grunt-
ing in her sleep. We did not see
any signs of respiratory distress;
so we decided to see if she would
improve after a night of rest.
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My husband and I were get-
ting nervous. We have an older
daughter who has asthma, and
we have experienced some scary
breathing issues with her in pre-
vious years. Looking back at ev-
erything we went through with
our older daughter, we did not
realize God was preparing us to
care for our Anna Belle. Through
the years, we had learned what
signs to look for in breathing
rates, oxygen levels, and listen-
ing to her lungs. We may have
easily overlooked these signs in
Anna Belle if we had not known
what to look for. Nothing just
happens! I frequently quote Ro-
mans 8:28 to myself —"We know
that all things work together for
good to them that love God."
Sometimes we question trials, but
later, we realize God had a pur-
pose in it all.

OnSunday, January 7", Anna
Belle had no energy and could
hardly stay awake. The warning
bells started sounding. Her be-
havior worried us, so we decided
to take her to the hospital, think-
ing she was dehydrated. When
we arrived at the Nationwide
Children's Hospital emergency
room, we were taken to triage
within ten minutes. We spent the
next hour and a half trying to
coax her to drink fluids. She
perked up and started smiling,
talking, walking around, and
looking at a book. I started won-
dering if we had made a big deal
about nothing, and I second-
guessed our decision to go to the
hospital.

At 2 p.m. they checked Anna
Belle's oxygen, and it was rang-
ing from 89 to 93, so the doctor
ordered an x-ray. The results
showed multifocal pneumonia, a
lung infection that affects more
than one area of the lungs. They
decided to admit her and said we
should expect to be at the hospi-
tal for one day. The doctors diag-
nosed Anna Belle with bronchiol-
itis (a viral infection of the lungs
caused by RSV) and pneumonia.
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My husband and I had been
here before (having a child ad-
mitted for pneumonia). We were
feeling better about our decision
to bring her to the hospital, but
not overly anxious. However,
within the next thirty minutes
Anna Belle began breathing
much harder and having breath-
ing retractions (when the muscles
between the ribs pull inward,
making the chest appear to sink
in when a person inhales).

The ER staff, startled by the
change in her breathing, put her
on oxygen—first low-flow, then
high-flow, and finally the BIPAP,
a noninvasive breathing ma-
chine. Her respiratory rate (RR)
was around 80 and did not im-
prove. (A normal respiratory rate
for her age is 25-40 breaths per
minute.) They told us she would
be taken to the pediatric inten-
sive care unit (PICU). We were
so thankful that we had listened
to God's nudge to get her
checked out. The situation would
have been much more serious if
we were at home when she went
into respiratory distress.

When we arrived at the PICU
around 8 p.m., a team of staff
was waiting for her. The doctor
immediately pulled us aside to
warn us that intubated ventila-
tion was a possibility. They gave
her a mild sedative to calm her
downand make her comfortable.
Then they began breathing
treatments, which she responded
well to, but she was still breath-
ing very hard.

Within a couple of hours, the
doctor said Anna Belle was not
improving, and we were looking
at intubation within the hour,
which would require anesthesia.
The doctor assured us she would
make a full recovery after five or
so days of being on a ventilator.
My husband and I did not feel
comfortable putting her ona ven-
tilator, and it was very difficult
to watch her working so hard to
breathe. What a privilege to
reach out for prayer and have the
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What if = FEAR

Even if = FAITH

confidence and assurance God
was hearing our prayers and
theirs! After awhile, the doctor
listened to her chest and, pleased
with the good air movement,
determined that a ventilator was
not needed at this time; they
would continue to use the BIPAP
for breathing support.

Anna Belle slept well through
the night and held her stats better
than the nurse expected. The
doctor said she was no worse,
perhaps a little better, but she
could still go either way. Her
stats were headed in the right
direction. They were surprised
by her progress; they had been
certain she would require intuba-
tion overnight.

Through these scary mo-
ments, God sent rays of sunshine
to remind us of the hope we had
in Him. Anna Belle did not nor-
mally like her hand being held,
butholding her hand and singing
"Jesus Loves Me" brought her the
greatest comfort during this time.
God sentjust the right staff mem-
bers. Our PICU nurse, Nicole,
was wonderful and showed us
such kindness. Also, my husband
had an employee of the hospital
Subway restaurant ask if he
could add our baby to his prayer
list. There were several opportu-
nities for us and the ones with us
to show God's love.

Monday morning, Anna Belle
started developing complica-
tions. Her glucose was 365, and
her RR was back up in the 60s.
The medicine was not easing her
labored breathing, and the doctor
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said her little body was working
too hard. There was a danger
that she may wear herself out,
which could lead to congestive
heart failure. They felt a ventila-
tor would allow her body to rest
and heal better. My husband
gave his approval to move for-
ward with the ventilator.

I remember turning to the
window and asking God where
He was. I prayed for a miracle.
My heart was so heavy, and I
was so scared. We did not have
time to reach out to anyone else
for prayer at this moment (al-
though I know many were pray-
ing for us the whole time). Imme-
diately, I felt God's assurance
that He was with us, no matter
what happened.

The team of medical staff was
outside Anna Belle's room, ready
to move forward with putting
her on a ventilator, when Dr.
Mark Hall, chief of the Division
of Critical Care Medicine,
showed up. To this day, we feel
God sent Dr. Hall at this exact
time. He checked her vitals one
last time and listened to her
breathing. He said: "This child is
moving good air. She does not
need to be ventilated. Stand
down code red. The medicine is
working." I did not know what
"code red" meant and turned
around quickly because I thought
something terrible had hap-
pened. When we realized what
Dr. Hall said, what relief we felt!
The medicine may have been
working, but so were our
prayers. The staff was still very



concerned abouther, but she was
stable enough without the venti-
lator for the moment.

What an amazing moment in
my spiritual life! I KNOW He
heard MY prayer! Such a founda-
tional moment that I still look
back to—God was there for me.
"What is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him? and the son of man,
that thou visitest him?" (Psalm
8:4).

Atnoon, Dr. Hall said he was
not concerned about the pneu-
monia, as it was not as bad as the
ER doctor had initially stated. He
said the RSV had to run its
course, but the x-rays showed
Anna Belle had asthmatic physi-
ology, which complicated her
situation. She was responding
well to asthma therapies, but a
puzzling twist in her case was
that she had ketoacidosis (her
blood had become acidic due to
too many ketones), which could
also be the cause of her labored
breathing. Her high glucose
numbers were too unusual to
ignore, so they ran more tests,
which indicated early signs of
diabetes; so they began adminis-
tering insulin through her IV.

Anna Belle had a stable after-
noon. They were taking many
blood samples for testing, includ-
ing glucose finger pricks every
hour. Her glucose numbers con-
tinued to drop, and her vitals
looked good, but we were still
concerned about her labored
breathing. Through the night, she
had trouble keeping her stats
stable. Her blood pressure was
low (because of the breathing
treatments), her RR was in the
60s, her breathing was still very
labored, and her glucose
dropped to 46. They started spac-
ing her breathing treatments to
every two hours instead of con-
tinuous, but then her oxygen
dropped to 92-93. There was
much trial and error in trying to
balance her medications and vi-
tals.

It was a long, weary night of

holding vigil and praying for
God to move on our baby so that
she would start showing signs of
improvement. As I sat beside
Anna Belle's bed, exhausted and
emotionally spent, God moved in
such a beautiful way to encour-
age my soul. The song "Hold Me"
keptrunning through my head. It
says:

STRENGTH

a very present

HELRP

27t trowuble.”

Psalm 46:1

Sometimes the little boy in me

Wants to climb upon my Father's
knee

When the world outside gets too big
for me

When the fear's too much for me to
hide

And my fondest dreams have almost
died

He always understands me when 1
say

Hold me, hold me

I'm so afraid of the storm

Hold me, hold me

I'll be safe in my Father's arms

God reminded me of Jere-
miah 29:11, which says in the
Amplified Bible, "For 1 know the
plans and thoughts that I have
for you, says the LORD, plans for
peace and well-being and not for
disaster, to give you a future and
a hope." I held on to the promise
that God had a plan in this situa-
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tion; my job was to submit to the
plan and trust in Him.

What encouragement there is
in God's Word! I turned to the
psalm I often go to when my
heartis heavy. Psalm 46:1-5 says:
"God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof roar
and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swell-
ing thereof. Selah. There is a riv-
er, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of
the most High. God is in the
midst of her; she shall not be
moved: God shall help her, and
that right early." Verses 10-11
read: "Be still, and know that I
am God . ... The LORD of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge."

At7 a.m. Tuesday, the doctor
said Anna Belle was progressing.
They determined she was breath-
ing harder to compensate for the
ketones in her blood, but they
were still trying to figure out the
cause of this issue. The goal for
the day was to wean her slowly
off the BIPAP breathing machine.
We were finally moving in the
right direction! By noon, Anna
Belle had made a significant im-
provement. A saint texted me,
saying many prayers went up for
Anna Belle during the morning
prayer service, and that is when
she turned a corner. What an
answer to prayer, and what a
blessing to have a church family
who prays and holds us up dur-
ing hard times!

Anna Belle tolerated the
weaning process so well that
they said she could be done with
the BIPAP mask that evening.
Her vitals were looking great,
and her glucose was finally sta-
ble. The nurse told us Anna Belle
was exceeding expectations! That
afternoon, the endocrinologist
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said there was no sign of diabe-
tes! The doctors ultimately de-
cided being dehydrated and then
receiving steroids had caused her
blood to become acidic. It was
just the way her body reacted to
stress and illness. At 3:15 p.m.,
they moved her off the BIPAP to
high-flow oxygen.

Anna Belle struggled through
the night, but by Wednesday
morning, she was stable and con-
tinuing to make progress. They
started aggressively weaning her
off of the oxygen. She was more
alert that afternoon and had
bursts of energy. How good it
was to see her acting a little more
like herself! What a lesson to not
take for granted the small things
in life and the normal day-to-day
chaos.

Thursday morning, the verse
of the day on my Bible app was
Psalm 118:5, which reads, "I
called upon the LORD in distress:
the LORD answered me." What a
perfect verse to describe our
week! By 9 a.m. the medical staff
reduced Anna Belle's breathing
assistance to just a low-flow oxy-
gen tube. Since she was doing so
well, she was allowed to start
eating and drinking. She was
also getting feisty with the nurs-
ing staff. What a change in just
twenty-four hours! At11:30 a.m.,
Dr. Hall said we were leaving the
ICU and could go home once she

FE AR knocked on

FAIT

nobody
was there!
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H answered,

no longer needed oxygen.

I had a discussion with our
nurse about the seriousness of
Anna Belle's case. She said the
reason Anna Belle reacted so
badly to RSV was because of the
asthmatic physiology of her
lungs. Although doctors cannot
diagnose asthma at her age, it
certainly worsened the situation
and will most likely be a lifelong
problem for her. This news was
not as scary as it had been with
my older daughter. I felt better
prepared to care for an asthmatic
child and knew the warning
signs to watch for in the future.

That evening, we moved out
of the PICU into a recovery room
where they monitored her oxy-
gen and ketone levels. She was
weaned off oxygen completely
by Friday evening. Her stats re-
mained stable throughout the
night, and we left the hospital on
Saturday, January 13™ Anna
Belle continued to battle with
pneumonia and sickness
throughout the rest of the winter,
but God helped us every step of
the way. Surely the Lord is good!

We are so thankful for what
God did for our little girl. What a
blessing to have both our physi-
cal and spiritual family to sup-
port us through the week! We
appreciated all the support and
felt the prayers of the saints.
While this was the hardest and

the door;

and
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most stressful trial I have experi-
enced, it was also an amazing
experience. [ felt God's peace and
assurance unlike I have ever felt
before. God's presence was so
real. During our first night in the
PICU, it felt as if God was sitting
beside me. I witnessed God an-
swer prayer immediately and
turn things completely around.
How awesome it is to point to an
exact moment and know God an-
swered my prayer! C. W. Naylor
wrote the hymn entitled "Our
God Is True," which says:

There is no use to tell me
That God will prove untrue,
For I have tried Him, brother,
And know what He will do.

Thank God, I have proved
Him to be true! I am thankful for
this spiritual monument that I
can refer to when the devil tries
to bring in doubts or fears. I
would not have picked this trial,
but my faith is stronger for it. So
"I thank Him for the valleys" be-
cause that is where "Jesus let me
know I was His own" and where
"I've learned to depend upon His
Word."

Sister Natalie Bremer

Sister Natalie Bremer attends
the Church of God in Newark, OH.




THE
GOLDEN

SLEPTRE

OF

RIGHTEOUSNESS

Brother Richard Talbot

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sun-
dry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fa-
thers by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spo-
ken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the
worlds;

3 Who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image
of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high;

4 Being made so much better
than the angels, as he hath by in-
heritance obtained a more excel-
lent name than they.

5 For unto which of the an-
gels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten
thee? And again, I will be to him
a Father, and he shall be to me a

Son?

6 And again, when he bring-
eth in the firstbegotten into the
world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him.

7 And of the angels he saith,
Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire.

8 But unto the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever: a sceptre of righteous-
ness is the sceptre of thy king-
dom.

picture of the Son of God.

He is the true image and
character of the Father. He has
the nature and all the perfections
of God in Himself. In John 14:9,
Jesus told Phillip, "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father."
They are one. The fullness of the
Godhead dwells, not symboli-
cally, but in true reality, in the

In these verses, we find a
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Son, Jesus Christ. In Colossians
2:9-10, the Apostle Paul wrote:
"For in him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily. And
ye are complete in him, which is
the head of all principality and
power."

In our Scripture text, the He-
brew writer proved the preemi-
nence of the Gospel above the
Law, the Old Testament, and
Christ above the prophets and
the angels. Luke, Chapter 2, de-
scribes the birth of Christ. An
angel of God was dispatched to
some shepherds on a hillside to
bring a great announcement.
Verse 13 says, "And suddenly
there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God." The angels came to
honor Jesus Christ, placing Him
above all other things in exis-
tence. God placed Himself within
the Son and dwelled among men.

In verse 8 of our Scripture
text, God called His Son "God."
All righteousness, rule, and au-
thority come through God's Son
because He has set His Son on
the throne of His kingdom. "A
sceptre of righteousness" reveals
God's kingdom is ruled with
righteousness. Hebrews 1:9 says,
"Thou hast loved righteousness,
and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath anoint-
ed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows."

Isaiah 59:16-17 reads: "And
he saw that there was no man,
and wondered that there was no
intercessor: therefore his arm
brought salvation unto him; and
his righteousness, it sustained
him. For he put on righteousness
as a breastplate, and an helmet of
salvation upon his head; and he
put on the garments of ven-
geance for clothing, and was clad
with zeal as a cloak." John "wept
much" in Revelation 5:4 "because
no man was found worthy to
open and to read the book." In
verse 5, the angel told John,
"Weep not" because One was
found worthy. Revelation 5:1-10
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gives a beautiful description of
Christ taking His rightful place
and authority given by God Al-
mighty.

A sceptre was usually made
of wood. It was an instrument
that kings held or kept by their
throne. When they needed to
show acceptance, approval, or
authority, they would reach
down, pick up their sceptre, and
hold it out. The sceptre could
mean life or death. Its presence
could spare someone great pain,
or its lack could mean death to
that person.

The Book of Esther is the best
example of the use of a sceptre.
Many wonderful truths are pre-
sented in this powerful story. Es-
ther was the cousin of Mordecai.
Her parents were dead, so Mor-
decai raised her (Esther 2:7). Es-
ther was subject to Mordecai and
was raised under his influence.
No doubt, she established herself
as a well-disciplined young lady,
which would benefit her. When
the king chose Esther to be his
queen, Mordecai told her not to
disclose her Jewish nationality to
anyone. She obeyed him and
kept that a secret. Mordecai
showed loyalty to the king and
exposed a death plot against the
king (Esther 2:21-23), which
would benefit him in later years.

Events in your life can pre-
pare you for battles to come and
how you stand with God. The
way you handle troubles, trials,
and difficulties in your youth can
lay a strong foundation in your
life. Youneed to establish in your
heart what is right and wrong
and what you will and will not
allow, regardless of whatanyone
else says or does. You need a
solid foundation.

Parents, do not judge your
children based on how other chil-
dren are raised. You should es-
tablish strong Biblical principles,
convictions, and godliness for
your children and what you will
and will not accept. Your child
may come home and say, "John-
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ny's mother lets him do this or
that." You can always say, "I'm
not Johnny's mother; I'm your
mother." No doubt, Mordecai
taught Esther strong convictions
and principles. He was not a
pushover. He stood for what was
right, whether or not he was ac-
cepted. We need men and wom-
en who will stand and be coun-
ted for their godly principles.

Esther Prepared to
Meet the King

In Esther, Chapter 3, Haman
was promoted to great honor by
the king. He expected the ser-
vants below him to bow down
and honor him. Mordecai re-
fused, which made him angry.
Hamanrealized Mordecai would
not honor him, so Haman deter-
mined to find a way to get back
at Mordecai. Since Mordecai was
a Jew, Haman devised a plan to
destroy all the Jews in the king-
dom. Mordecai felt the brunt of
that threat. He tore his clothes,
put on sackcloth and ashes,
prayed, and wept in the street. At
the entrance of the city gates,
Mordecai let everyone know he
was disturbed, and word got
back to Esther.

Esther inquired about her
cousin Mordecai. Mordecai told
Esther to go to the king and
plead for their people. In so
many words, she said: "I cannot
do that. I have not seen the king
for thirty days. If I go to him
without being bidden, it could
cost me my life." In Esther 4:14,
Mordecai told Esther, "Who
knoweth whether thou art come
to the kingdom for such a time as
this?" He told her it could be for
this reason she was in her posi-
tion. Esther asked Mordecai to
fast and pray for three days so
the king might accept her.

Think about the preparation
necessary before being accepted
by the king. Back in those days,
people in authority ruled accord-
ing to their own whims or
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Events
in your life
can PREPARE YOU
for battles to come
and how you
stand
with
God.

moods. It all depended on how
the king was feeling at the time,
whether he liked someone or not.
If they were in a grouchy mood,
they could be unmerciful for no
reason at all. Esther knew if she
went in before the king while he
was upset, maybe not with her,
but with something else going on
in the kingdom, he could wave
his hand and banish her. He
might have the guards drag her
out and put her to death. That is
the way it was, so she had to pre-
pare herself.

Esther took the time to pre-
pare herself, and on the third
day, she went in before the king.
She was not casually dressed, her
hair looking like she had just
gotten out of bed. She put on
royal apparel and made herself
as pleasant-looking to the king as
humanly possible. She did every-
thing she could to give him a
reason to accept her. As she came
into the outer court, the king,
sitting on his throne, saw her.
She had no idea what he was
thinking.

I do not believe Esther stood
before the king with her head
held high. Inside, she was proba-
bly full of fear and trembling.
She did not know what to expect.
As she stood before the king, he
was impressed. Her royal ap-
parel, countenance, and beauty
caused his heart to be excited,



and he reached out the golden
sceptre to her. In Esther 5:3, the
king said, "What wilt thou, queen
Esther? and what is thy request?
it shall be even given thee to the
half of the kingdom." She pre-
sented her request and saved the
Jewish people from certain death.

Esther trembled and feared
before her king because she
could have lost her life. Hebrews
4:16 tells us, "Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of
need." What is the difference?
We need not fear for our lives
when we come before God. The
sceptre of God is righteousness.
God is looking for righteousness
in His subjects so He can hold
out His sceptre to us. God is not
looking for outer garments of
physical beauty. He is not con-
cerned about whether you are
rich or poor, educated or not.
God is looking for the image of
Himself, Christ, in you. He is
looking for righteousness in you.

First John 4:18 states, "There
isno fear in love; but perfectlove
casteth out fear." You have no
reason to be fearful, dear one.
Second Corinthians 5:21 reads,
"For he hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness
of God in him." We can become
righteous.

Prayer That Moves God

Oh, how importantitis to get
help from God, but it requires
effort. Many times, people pray
shallow, empty prayers. Little
effort is put into praying. If we
are not careful, prayer can be-
come a habit we do at certain
times. We need earnest prayer
that moves God to do things that
He would not ordinarily do.
Prayer is a powerful tool that can
move God to perform miracles.
We can do the work of God in a
greater way if we pay more at-
tention to how we live, walk, and

behave in our everyday lives.

Dear one, righteousness is a
necessary quality in every aspect
of your life. Psalm 11:7 says, "For
the righteous LORD
lovethrighteousness;
his countenance doth
behold the upright."
The Lord loves righ-
teousness, and He
wants to see the re-
flection of Himself in
your life.

Revelation 19:7

TREHH EREE]

sceptre of righteousness to us?
The two go together.

James 4:8 says, "Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to
you." When we make
contact with God, things
will happen. James 5:16
reads, '"The effectual
fervent prayer of a righ-

U

teous man availeth
much." Many people
emphasize ‘"effectual

fervent prayer," but let
us put emphasis on the

says the wife of
Christ (speaking of
the church) '"hath
made herself ready."
Verse 8 says she is
"arrayed in fine lin-

Only through
RIGHTEOUSNESS
will the sceptre
reach out to the
effectual, fervent
prayer.

"righteous man." Only
through righteousness
will the sceptre reach
out to the effectual, fer-
vent prayer.

Psalm 45:6 states,

en, clean and white:
for the fine linen is d

the righteousness of

saints." In Revelation 3:5, Jesus
said to the church at Sardis, "He
that overcometh, the same shall
be clothed in white raiment; and
I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess
his name before my Father, and
before his angels." Jesus is look-
ing for robes of righteousness,
clean and white. When you come
before God, you must be free
from the devil, ill will, and every
unclean thing. Christ wants to
reach out to righteous saints with
His golden sceptre.

First Peter 3:12 tells us, "For
the eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and his ears are open
unto their prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do
evil." We want God to pay atten-
tion, listen to, and answer our
prayers. Too many times, people
fail to please God in their every-
day lives. They become too care-
less. Our robes can become spot-
ted and wrinkled. We can leave
some things unfinished and fail
to obey ALL that God has said.
We can fail to measure to the
truth as God shows us His will
for our lives. Then, when we
come to God in prayer, wanting
His help, will He reach out the
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"Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: the
sceptre of thy kingdom
is a right sceptre." How can a
man be made righteous and
stand upright before the Lord
God Almighty? You cannot grow
or develop righteousness
through your own efforts; it is a
gift from God. It "is Christin you,
the hope of glory" (Colossians
1:27).

We can read of some power-
ful prayers that moved the hand
of God. In Exodus, Chapter 32,
Moses prayed and changed the
mind of God. God was going to
destroy all the children of Israel
because of their disobedience,
but Moses went before God and
pleaded their case. When Moses
prayed, God heard him. His
prayer touched the heart of God.
God said He would only destroy
those who had sinned, not the
whole nation.

How many times has death
been on the trail of a wayward
son or daughter, but a mother
was awakened at two or three
o'clock in the morning with a
burden to pray? I have read
many testimonies of such in-
stances when a mother was
awakened from a sound sleep
with the burden of praying for
her son or daughter. So, she got
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out of bed and earnestly prayed,
and just at that time, somewhere
miles away, something was tak-
ing place that could have cost the
life of that child, but God's hand
reached down and, in a miracu-
lous way, spared her loved one
from death.

Prayer is still the most power-
ful instrument the saints have. It
turns the mind of God. When
Joshua fought in a battle with the
Amorites, the day was drawing
to a close. InJoshua10:12, Joshua
said, "Sun, stand thou still upon
Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the
valley of Ajalon." God stopped
the sun and held the moon back!
The effectual, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much!

Gaining Access to God

No mere mancould ever dare
come into the divine presence of
God. Man, in his human sense,
could never stand the brilliance,
glory, purity, and holiness of
God. In Exodus 33:22-23, Moses
saw the Lord's "back parts," but
he could not see His "face." God
put Moses "in a clift of the rock"
and covered him with His
"hand." He took away His "hand"
while His glory passed by. Oh,
the glory of His "back parts!"
Moses had to "put a vail on his
face" because the glory of God
was so powerfully brilliant that it
blinded the people (Exodus
34:33).

In Christ, the veil is removed.
The glory of God can come into
your soul and enlighten you. If
you belong to the Lord God Al-
mighty, He has imputed His
righteousness into your soul
through salvation. The life of
Christ can get down into your
heart and life and completely
change you into a new creature
in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians
5:17).

I was raised in the Church of
God. I was taught to live right,
do right, and be a good boy, but
I did not always necessarily live
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that way. Everybody outside my
family practically thoughtl wasa
perfect angel, but my mother,
dad, brothers, and sister knew a
different story. Even though I
was raised in the Church of God
from the time I was born under
good, sound, Holy Ghost preach-
ing, it did not help me to change
my inner nature. I am glad that
one day I found an experience
with God for myself. It was real.

I had been to the altar many
times since I was five years old,
trying to get this experience. I
thought I had it lots of times, but
it would not last long. In a week
or so, I was back at the altar
again. One day, I came to grips
with myself. God spoke to me in
my mind. He brought me to at-
tention and stirred my heart. I
was at a crossroads in my life,
ready to go out into sin. I had
made up my mind that if I could
not really live for God, I would
go out into the world.

I was almost sixteen when
God said to me what my father
and pastor had been saying for
years: "Richard, you are your
own biggest problem." Wow! I
had heard that before, but when
I heard it this time, it struck
home. I was looking in the mir-
ror, getting ready for school one
morning, when that thought hit
me. Right then, I fell on my knees
by my bed and prayed for God to
forgive me. I got up from my
knees, a changed person! I found
genuine salvation. My life
changed drastically from within.
The bitterness, hatred, and mal-
ice were gone. Obedience came
in. I started to obey my parents
without their forcing me to do so.

Parents, you still have hope.
It takes God to change the heart.
Had it not been for my parents'
discipline and their rule of au-
thority, had they not held the law
on me, [ would have never been
able to submit to the law of God.
I fully believe that. Righteous-
ness came in when Christ moved
in. Romans 5:17 states, "For if by
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one man's offence death reigned
by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and
of the gift of righteousness shall
reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."
Righteousness is not something
we grow into as Christians; it is
the gift of God. Christ within us
causes us to gain access to the
throne of God.

In Romans 14:16-18, Paul
wrote: "Let not then your good
be evil spoken of: For the king-
dom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
For he that in these things serv-
eth Christ is acceptable to God,
and approved of men." We serve
Christ with righteousness, peace,
and joy. We must come before
God in the righteousness of
Christ to approach the throne of
God, to be worthy to worship
Him and to gain honor and ac-
cess to Him. That is what the
King looks for when He holds
out the sceptre of righteousness.

Spotless Garments

If the throne of God is estab-
lished in righteousness, then all
subjects of the kingdom must
also be righteous. Righteousness
means you have been made up-
right before God by the blood of
Jesus Christ. Isaiah 61:10 reads,
"He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness." Ephesians
5:25-27 instructs, "Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word,
That he might present it to him-
self a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish."

Our robes are pure linen,
clean and white, washed with
water (by the preaching of the
Word of God). God keeps the
church clean, without a spot.
How big is a spot? A spot can



mess things up. Is it something
we want to make an issue about?
One time, I got ready for church
and put on a white shirt, only to
find out it had a spot on it that
did not come clean in the wash. It
did not bother me, but it upset
my wife. She said: "You cannot
wear that shirt. There is a spot on
it."

I said: "Honey, it is a little
spot. My suit jacket will hide it.
Nobody will notice it."

She said, "That shirt is dirty;
take it off." I did not argue with
her. Ninety-nine percent of the
shirt was clean, but it had one
spot. One may think that is being
too particular. We dare not come
before God's throne with a spot.
It could be a bad habit you are
holding on to that you are un-
willing to get rid of. You may
think it is a small thing. Maybe
you have a secret no one knows
anything about. You could be
hiding something you are look-
ing at on the Internet. Today,
people can hide many things that
could not be hidden years ago.
You can get involved in things
that will spot your garment. If
you allow it, the washing ma-
chine of God's Word will keep
your garments clean.

Some spots will not come
clean until you focus in on them.
My wife has to use spot remover
to make some spots go away.
God has a way to clean you up.
Sometimes, He has to use special
cleansing power. Jeremiah 23:29
reads, "Is not my word like as a
fire? saith the LORD; and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in
pieces?" He may need to use fire
or a hammer to break up a rock
or a hard place and get it out of
the way. If the pastor preaches in
such a way that you feel he is
hammering at you, maybe you
have a rock in your soul that
needs to be broken up.

God wants our garments to
be wrinkle-free and spotless. Is
the righteousness of Christ shin-
ing forth from your life? If you

have a spot or a wrinkle, if you
are struggling with sin or disobe-
dience, you need to get it
straightened out. Do not tolerate
impurities, dear one. Do not try
to hide the spots or the wrinkles.

The Cleansing Power of God

Imagine how Naaman, the
leper, might have felt when the
first spot of leprosy appeared on
his skin. He may have thought it
was nothing serious. Maybe he
went about his duties, acting as
though nothing was wrong. If
you get a spot on your skin, you
start paying attention to it, won-
dering what it is. Others may
come along and say, "I think it is
this," or "It is probably that."
Naaman may have brushed it off,
thinking he was still strong and
capable. If you have a spot on
your skin, when you are all
alone, you start to worry about it.

I can imagine Naaman wear-
ing extra clothes or something to
hide the spot. As the spot began
to spread, maybe he began to
realize it could be leprosy. One
day, the little Jewish maid hap-
pened to see his leprosy, and it
shocked her. In 2 Kings 5:3, she
said to her mistress, "Would God
my lord were with the prophet
that is in Samaria! for he would
recover him of his leprosy." She
was certain he could be healed.
She knew a man of God who
could pray for his healing. Per-
haps Naaman brushed it off at
first, but those words never left
his mind because his condition
became so severe that he went to
the king and told him what the
maid said. He thought if he could
get to the prophet in Israel, he
could be healed.

Sometimes, you may put up
with things in your life, simple
habits you refuse to break free
from, but those things never stay
small. They will soon spread and
take over your life. Little spots
you tolerate will quickly domi-
nate and control your life. God,
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with His golden sceptre, is look-
ing to reach out the sceptre of
righteousness for you.

Second Chronicles 16:9 states,
"For the eyes of the LORD run to
and fro throughout the whole
earth, to shew himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect toward him." God's eyes
are looking for righteousness in
you and me, not just when we
are at church but on the job and
at home. We ought to be righ-
teous in the home behind closed
doors. If we fail to live godly
there, we are no better anywhere
else.

The standard of holiness is
the standard for living. Our dress
standard does not change from
the church building to the beach.
If you go to the beach, you
should be modestly clothed and
completely covered, just as you
are in the house of God. True
saints of God dress right. The
standard of holiness does not
change for the basketball court,
the swimming pool, or the gar-
den. Holiness is the same in the
church and on the job.

Spots discolor. My shirt with
a spot on it could no longer be
worn to church; it became a work
shirt. God has a special cleansing
power that can cleanse your
spots and wash your robes of
righteousness. That is why you
must faithfully attend church
services, for the washing of water
by the Word. Some worldly
things can attach themselves to
you. Your mind can fill up with
things that should not be there.
The song service, the preaching,
and the testimonies will bring
you back to reality with God.
You can pray: "Lord, rebuke
those thoughts! Cleanse me from
those wicked things."

I want nothing to do with the
world. I am free from it. Al-
though we live in the world, as
Christians, we must not allow
ourselves to become a part of it. I
want no identity with the world
or anything that would lower the
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standard of the Church of the
Living God.

Are You Worthy to
Stand Before God?

God called His Son "God,"
who sits upon the throne of righ-
teousness. He said, "A sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of
thy kingdom" (Hebrews 1:8). If
you want to be accepted and for
God to reach out that sceptre of
righteousness to you, as the king
did for Esther, you must prepare
yourself, get clean, proper, and
right. If you claim to be saved,
then be saved. Do not play
around with God. Do not be an
actor and pretend to be a Chris-
tian if you are not. Live your life
so you can make it to Heaven.
You can do it by the grace of
God. He can fill your soul with
His presence and make you wor-
thy to stand before the King and
His golden sceptre of righteous-
ness.

I want the Lord to acknowl-
edge me on Judgment Day, but I
also want God to reach out to me
with His sceptre of righteousness
here in this life. I want to go to
the throne of God and know I
have an audience with Him.
What would be the point of pray-
ing if God did notlisten? I do not
always feel something every time
I pray, but sometimes, it seems
Heaven comes down, and God
moves in, lifts my heart, and in-
spires my soul!

Will you live for God and al-
ways be true and good? Will you
give Him your everything? You
may be greatly involved in this
life, surrounded by activities,
family and friends, and the de-
mands of work and society. It
may be hard for you to picture
being separated from all the
things you enjoy. On Judgment
Day, the Lord will not look for
your good works or earthly
achievements. He is uninterested
in your ideas of how you think
things should be. He is only look-
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ing for evidence of His Son's
righteousness in your life. Will
God see His Son's reflection in
you? Christ in man will be man's
only acceptance into eternal glo-
ry.

If you die with spotted gar-
ments, you stand no chance of
being accepted by the Father.
You must have on clean linen,
white, spotless, and wrinkle-free.
Live your life so you will have no
fear in approaching Christ. Many
people approach Christ noncha-
lantly. Sinners, backsliders, and
wicked people pray knowing
better than the way they are liv-
ing, yet they still expect God to
answer them.

Some people turn to prayer
when they are in trouble. The
battlefield is full of prayers, but
where is the righteousness?
Whereis the godly living? Where
are the clean robes and the pure,
white linen? God reaches His
sceptre of righteousness to those
who are righteous.

Church of God, when you
have the righteousness of Christ
in you, you have every right to
access the throne of God without
fear. You can come boldly to His
throne. Do not fail yourself, your
family, your children, or your
generation. You need to live in
such a way that you know God
knows you and you know Him.
Can He reach out His righteous
sceptre to you?

Is your life drawn as a mag-
net to the righteousness of
Christ? Does He accept you? Is
there power in your life to come
boldly to the throne of grace?
Esther approached her king in
fear, but with the righteousness
of Christ in you, you can come
without fear to the throne of
God. Can He see in you the re-
flection of His Son?

(Compact Disc TR-1735)

Brother Richard Talbot went to be
with the Lord on December 10, 2021.
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He
Maketh
No
Mistake

My Father's way may twist and
turn,

My heart may throb and ache,

But in my soul I'm glad to
know,

He maketh no mistake.

My cherished plans may go
astray,

My hopes may fade away,

But still I'll trust my Lord to
lead,

For He doth know the way.

Tho' night be dark and it may
seem

That day will never break,

['ll pin my faith, my all, in Him,

He maketh no mistake.

There's so much now I cannot
see,

My eyesight far too dim,

But come what may,

['l simply trust and leave it all
to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift,

And plain it all He'll make,

Through all the way, tho' dark
to me,

He made not one mistake.

A. M. Overton



BIBLE STUDIES

o,

A STUDY OF COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS CONCERNING
NOAH AND THE ARK

In this study, we will consider a Biblical occur-
rence familiar to all, or is it? Unfortunately, some
very common misconceptions have been perpet-
uated throughout the annals of time. Sadly, some of
these erroneous teachings have come from "the
cloudy and dark day" (Ezekiel 34:12) of the Protes-
tant era. By the help of God's Holy Spirit, we want
to shine the "light" of "evening time" (Zechariah
14:7) truth upon several questions that arise from a
consideration of this historic event.

Did It Rain Prior to the Flood?

A popular misconception concerning this is
drawn from Genesis 2:4-6. Verse 5 says, "For the
LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth,
and there was not a man to till the ground." Accord-
ing to one scholar, the Flood was approximately
1,656 years later. Are we to assume it did not rain
for 1,656 years? This Scripture is clear why there
was no "rain" for the period of time spoken of in
this passage. When verse 6 says, "There went up a
mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of
the ground," verse 5 explains why, stating, "There
was not a man to till the ground ['cultivate it'; the
Septuagint]." Thus, the reason it did not "rain" was
because "there was not a man."

However, verse 7 tells us, "The LORD God
formed man," and verse 8 says, "The LORD God
planted a garden . . . there he put the man." Then,
verse 15 reads, "The LORD God . . . put him into the
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it." At least
thirteen different renderings (one of which is the
Septuagint) offer it as "to cultivate." How long was
there no "rain"? "Man" was created on "the sixth
day" (Genesis 1:26-27, 31).

Therefore, since on "the sixth day," there was a
"man to till [cultivate] the ground" (verse 5), thus,
the "mist" (verse 6) was only for five days, six at the
most.

How Long Did Noah Build and Preach?

In Genesis 6:14, Noah was commissioned to
"make thee an ark of gopher wood," and in 2 Peter
2:5,Noahis styled as "a preacher of righteousness."
Commonly, this is regarded as being done in either
120 years or 100 years, but can this be Biblically
substantiated when we are "rightly dividing the
word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15)?

In Genesis 6:3, "the LORD" pronounced judgment
upon mankind and declared, "His days shall be an
hundred and twenty years." Some advocate this to
mean Noah built and preached for 120 years. In
Genesis 7:11, we are told the Great Deluge occurred
"in the six hundredth year of Noah's life." For the
120-year measurement to be appropriately calcu-
lated, the pronouncement of Genesis 6:3 would
have been given when Noah was 480 years old
(600-120=480).

One truth we should consider is the faithfulness
of God concerning this horrific event. This truth
pertains to Noah's grandfather, Methuselah. He
lived the longest of anyone recorded in history (969
years; Genesis 5:27). The faithfulness of God is
shown in the prophetic content in His name. The
name Methuselah literally means "when he is dead,
it shall be sent" (Cruden's Complete Concordance).
This portrays that the Great Deluge was prophesied
of, in reality, 969 years before it occurred. To
substantiate this scripturally, consider the following
verses. Methuselah was 187 when he had his son
Lamech (Genesis 5:25). Then Lamech was 182 when
his son Noah was born (Genesis 5:28-29). Then,
Noah was 600 years old when the Flood came
(Genesis 7:11).

Consider what these ages reveal to wus:
187+182+600=969 (the age of Methuselah when he
died). So, he died no more than a month and ten
days before Noah entered the ark. Noah entered the
ark "seven days" (Genesis 7:4) prior to the Great De-
luge, and Genesis 7:11 tells us the Flood came "in
the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month."

Indeed, the Flood came just as Methuselah's
name prophesied —"when he is dead, it shall be
sent"—and it was no longer than a month and ten
days after his death. Oh, the faithfulness of God
(Lamentations 3:23)!

Genesis 6:10 tells us, "Noah begat three sons." It
is clear these sons were born prior to the commis-
sion Noah received in Genesis 6:14. Genesis 5:32
says, "Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah
begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth." Therefore, the in-
struction to begin building the ark would have been
sometime between when Noah was 500 and 600
years of age. If we look further into this context of
Noah'sinitial instructions, God said in Genesis 6:18,
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"Thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons,
and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee."

If the sons were born when Noah was 500, and
he was instructed to bring his sons and their wives,
then obviously his sons were of an age to secure
wivesand to marry. Inreality, the commission must
have been given after they were married. If they
married at 15, Noah would have been 515; if they
married at 20, Noah would have been 520; and so
forth. The point being, the amount of time Noah
built and preached was less than 100 years. The
Scriptures do not affix a time, but aligning the
Scriptures reveals both the assumed times of 120

years or even 100 years are not an accurate position
to hold.

How Many Pairs of Animals Went on the Ark?

It is commonly taught (based on Genesis 6:19)
that only two creatures of every kind came and
entered the ark. However, in the following chapter
(as occurred often in the Hebrew Scriptures) more
specific detail is given. In Genesis 7:2, "the LORD"
(verse 1) gave further specific instruction when He
said, "Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by
SEVENS. .. and of beasts that are not clean by two,
the male and his female." This passage proceeds to
tell us, "Of fowls also of the air by SEVENS, the
male and the female" (verse 3). It is expressly clear
that, in reality, there were not just "two," rather
"sevens' in pairs of "two, the male and his female"
of "clean beast" and "fowls" (Genesis 7:2-3).

When Did Noah and His Family Enter the Ark?

Genesis 7:11 states it was "in the six hundredth
year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seven-
teenth day of the month" that the Flood began.
Genesis 7:1 records, "The LORD said unto Noah,
Come thou and all thy house into the ark." Then, at
the same time, they were told to enter the ark, "the
LORD" said to Noah, "For yet seven days, and I will
cause it to rain" (Genesis 7:4). Noah and his family
were in the ark "seven days" prior to the Great De-
luge.

When Was the Door of the Ark Shut?

In Genesis 7:1, Noah was commanded, "Come
thou and all thy house into the ark." In Genesis 7:4,
"the LORD" (verse 1) informed him, "Yet seven days,
and I will cause it to rain." Verse 7 states, "Noah,
went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons'
wives with him, into the ark." This was at the
beginning of the "seven days" (Genesis 7:4).

Genesis 7:16 relates the words, "And the LORD
shut him in." This was positive for Noah, but very

sad for the unbelieving world. It all amounted to
which side of the door they were on. It is the same
today! Jesus is "the door" (John 10:9), and on that
final day, all that will matter is on which side of
"the door" (Christ) you will be.

Since there were "seven days, and I will cause it
to rain" (Genesis 7:4), and immediately following
those seven days began "the flood [that] was forty
days" (Genesis 7:17), therefore, "the LORD shut him
in" (Genesis 7:16) at the end of the "seven days." No
one was on the ark until the work was completed
and the "seven days" count began.

How Long Were Noah and His Family on the Ark?

Genesis 7:11 lets us know that this historic event
of the Great Deluge took place "in the six hundredth
year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seven-
teenth day of the month." Noah was instructed to
enter the ark "seven days" (Genesis 7:4) prior (thus,
the sixth-hundredth year, the second month, and
the tenth day). Genesis 8:13-16 details that they
went "forth [out] of the ark":

* '"in the six hundredth and first year" (verse 13)
* '"in the second month, on the seven and twenti-

eth day of the month" (verse 14)

Therefore, taking into account the "seven days"
Noah and his family were in the ark before the
Flood, that brings the total they were in the ark to
one year and seventeen days.

* left the ark — 601% year 2" month 27" day

* entered the ark — 600" year 2" month 10" day

* total time on the ark = 1 year 0 months 17 days
1

Time on the Ark
601 (year) 2™ (month) 27" (day)
- 600 (vear) 2™ (month) 10™ (day)
= 1 (year) 0 (months)17 (days)

What Are Some Types This Account Portrays?

In Luke 17:26, the Beloved Physician (Luke) set
forth the words of our Lord as, "And as it was in the
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man." Certainly, these words contain a host
of truths. Verse 27 speaks of what their minds and
activities were consumed with in those days (much
as many are consumed with in our day). But, we
want to view this typically.

First Corinthians 10:11 (speaking of the preced-
ing verses, which relate to Old Testament events),
says, "These things happened unto them for en-
samples." In the original Greek, the word for "en-
samples" is tupos, which means "a type." Webster's
New World Dictionary defines a type as "a person, a
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thing, or an event that represents or symbolizes
another, especially another that is to come." Thus,
"an event" that occurred in the Old Testament can
serve as a type, representation, or symbol of a New
Testament reality. So it is with the Scriptures per-
taining to "the days of Noe [Noah]."

Notice the particular wording of Luke 17:26,
and view it typically, or symbolically. Jesus said,
"Asitwasin the DAYS [plural] of Noe, so shall it be
also in the DAYS of the Son of man." Again, "days"
is spoken of in the plural. This indicates Jesus was
speaking of a period of time. Typically, let us con-
sider one aspect of "the days of Noe."

We found previously Noah and his family went
into the ark "seven days" (Genesis 7:4, 7) prior to
the Flood. In Noah's time, the ark of wood was pre-
pared and designed to be a place of security and
safety. It was a place to be saved from the wrath
that was about to be poured out. On a cross of
wood, Christ prepared an ark for mankind to enter
to obtain security and safety, and to be saved from
"the wrath to come" (1 Thessalonians 1:10).

"In the days of Noe" (Luke 17:26), the only way
the antediluvians could be saved from the impen-
ding judgment and destruction they were facing
was to believe Noah's message and act upon it. The
same is true in these "days of the Son of man." We
must accept the message, take faith init, act uponit,
and enter the ark of safety to escape "the wrath to
come" (1 Thessalonians 1:10).

Also notable, after the ark was prepared, there
were "seven days" (Genesis 7:4) for man to be able
to enter before the door was shut. These "seven
days" typify (symbolize) the seven days (or seven
periods) that comprise this Gospel Day. Isaiah 30:26
speaks prophetically of "seven days, in the day."
These "seven days" are the entirety of this New Tes-
tament dispensation. It is a beautiful type that the
Lord has prepared an ark of safety which men and
women have been able to enjoy through each of the
seven time periods comprising this New Testament
Dispensation.

Revelation 5:6 portrays "a Lamb [representing
Christ; John 1:29] . . . having seven horns." Accord-
ing to Luke 1:69, Zacharias (when prophesying)

revealed that "an horn" represents "salvation." This
reveals that "an horn of salvation" has been avail-
able for a people in each of the seven periods of this
Gospel Day. The "seven days" of "the days of Noe"
portray the faithfulness of God in every age.

In the letter corresponding with the period that
symbolically portrays the zenith of the Dark Ages
(A.D.530-1530), Revelation 2:17 says, "To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna."
Even during the Weeping Prophet's sad day, Lam-
entations 3:23 proclaims, "Great is thy faithfulness."
God was willing to save the antediluvian world
from destruction and "waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing" (1 Peter 3:20). Then,
the goodness of God extended the opportunity
"seven days" "until the flood came, and took them
all away" (Matthew 24:39).

What a beautiful type of the offer of salvation,
but also what a portrayal of a needless tragedy!
They all had an opportunity, just as all mankind has
today. In Titus 2:11, the sacred writer penned, "For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to ALL MEN." The Lord desires that "all
men every where . .. repent" (Acts 17:30). He is "not
willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). The Lord desires
"all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowl-
edge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4).

Dear heart, if you are not in the ark of safety
thatis available today, I extend an invitation to you
to come into the ark!

Certainly, there are many more typical truths
concerning Noah and the ark, but I trust the basic
typical picture being drawn before us is becoming
clearer. Examining these seven questions concern-
ing "the days of Noe" should bring clarity on com-
monly accepted misconceptions now that you are
able to have a Biblically based understanding of
these questions. Jesus said, "And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the pastor of the
Church of God in Summersville, WV.

Come Into the Ark

Come into the ark

The sky grows dark
There's a storm called
God's Great Judgment Day

From its fierce, angry waves
In the ark, you'll be saved
Come into the ark today!

Gordon Jensen
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Answers
From
theBible

IF SIN COULD OCCUR IN EDEN,
CouLD (OR CAN) SIN OCCUR IN HEAVEN?

To properly address this ques-
tion, we must recognize some clear
distinctions between the parties, or
principals, and places involved in this
question. Heaven is God's abode. In
Christ's instruction concerning
prayer, He said, "Our Father which
art in heaven" (Matthew 6:9). This
reiterates a truth echoed throughout
the Scriptures. Ecclesiastes 5:2 pro-
claims, "For God is in heaven."

In contradistinction to Heaven,
man (Adam) occupied a position on
earth. Yes, it was "Eden the garden
of God" (Ezekiel 28:13), but it was
occupied by earthly creatures who
had bodies, which were not glorified
and subject to both temptation and
physical death. Contrary to common
thought, the occasion of sin did not
activate physical death. Man was
created as an earthly creature and
was instructed in Genesis 1:28 to "be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth." He would not have been
instructed to "replenish" if there was
not something causing it to diminish.

This instruction was given by
God before the fall of man occurred,
letting us know the plan of death was
already in the plan of God and was
activated before sin took place. Also,
Philippians 3:20-21 tells us that at
the Second Advent of Christ, "our
vile body . . . may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body." Adam and
Eve's bodies were not glorified bod-
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ies and thus were subject to both
temptation and physical death. James
1:14 clearly states, "Every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust ['desires’; the original
Greek] and enticed.”" Acts 10:34 lets
us know, "God is no respecter of
persons.”" God made man as a crea-
ture of choice, hence the purpose of
"the tree of knowledge of good and
evil" (Genesis 2:9). It was designed
to appeal to the fleshly desires of
man.

Therefore, we have "Our Father
which art in heaven" and Adam, who
was "formed . . . of the dust of the
ground" (Genesis 2:7) and who in-
habited this earth. Isaiah 57:15 pro-
claims, "For thus saith the high and
lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the
high and holy place." This distinctly
lets us know that the "heaven" God
"inhabiteth" is "high and holy." There
is not, nor ever has been, any sin
there. It is not possible because there
are no beings there with unglorified
mortal flesh. It is the mortal portion
of man that is "enticed" to sin. Mor-
tal flesh does not occupy Heaven,
and glorified flesh cannot be temp-
ted.

Genesis 3:8 reads, "They heard
the voice of the LORD God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day."
This verse portrays Him as "walking
in the garden" not dwelling in the
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garden. He "inhabiteth eternity" not
time nor the garden. He fellow-
shipped with man until sin occurred,;
then there was a separation between
man and God. So, there is a vivid
distinction between the places spo-
ken of in the question: Heaven (that
"high and holy" place God inhabits,
who "cannot be tempted with evil";
James 1:13) and earth (where man
dwells).

There is also a distinction be-
tween the parties involved: God
("whose name is Holy") and man
(who has a mortal flesh, the source
to which enticement must come to
allure one to engage in sin). Since
"the devil" is "the tempter" (Matthew
4:1, 3) and "every man is tempted"
(James 1:14) by that which appeals
to his mortality, it would not be pos-
sible for there to be temptation in
Heaven. Heaven could never be
properly designated as a "high and
holy place" if sin were ever there or
if there was a possibility it could ever
be there.

This type of thinking is produced
by the erroneous teaching that the
devil was in God's Heaven to induce
temptation to produce sin. The
Scriptures clearly teach he was not.
In John 8:44, Jesus explicitly stated
the devil "was a murderer from the
beginning." The word "beginning" in
the original Greek is arche, which
means "the origin, the active cause
by which a person or thing came to
be" (The New Strong's Expanded
Dictionary of Bible Words with
Vine's Complete Expository Dictio-
nary). In his "origin," the devil was
that for which he was created—a
devil. This reveals the very premise
of the question is not possible be-
cause there has never been, nor will
there ever be, a tempter in God's
Heaven. There are not any unglori-
fied, mortal creatures there who
could be presented with temptation
through their mortality.

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the
pastor of the Church of God
in Summersville, WV.
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MINERVA, OH REVIVAL: Mt. Zion Church of God, 13353 Lincoln Street SE, Minerva, OH 44657
April 28-May 4  Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
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— Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS —
— —

For more information, contact: Pastor Leamon Whitehead @ 330-868-1016
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‘;% CANBY, OR RevivAL: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Avenue, Canby, OR 97013 '.:E
E.‘.g April 30-May 4  Service times: Wednesday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m. EE
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) Evangelists: Brother Steve & Sister Sheri Strelecky, Newark, OH —
E;’S For more information, contact: Pastor Reggie Stegmeier @ 503-201-5622 E*:
] —
§==§ NEWTON, KS REevVIVAL: Church of God, 400 N Meridian Road, Newton, KS 67114 §§
E‘:’:, May 7-11 Service times: Wednesday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 7 p.m. :§
= Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS =
— For more information, contact: Pastor Brandon Gonzalez @ 316-217-2696 E'E
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== KENSETT, AR FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 409 Southeast 2™ Street, Kensett, AR 72082 E§
E‘g’: May 23-25 Service times: Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m. & 5 p.m. £
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Evangelist: Brother Timothy Wilson, Sylacauga, AL
For more information, contact: Pastor Calvin Foster @ 501-742-3961 or 501-593-5105
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WHITE PINE, TN Camp MEeeTING: Church of God at Douglas Lake, 185 Hwy 25E, White Pine, TN 37890
June 8-15 For reservations, contact: Brother or Sister Williams @ 678-215-1540
For more information, contact: Pastor Roger Nethers @ 770-206-0786
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S—INEWARK, OH CamP MEETING: Church of God, 675 N Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055 =] |i
E:‘.; June 15-22 Three services daily: 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. EE 'I
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For lodging/camper reservations, call 740-345-1213
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- or visit us @ GodsAcres.org ("Events" & "Dates and Reservations") -
’*i . . o
= or email: reservations@godsacres.us -
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Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
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The Gospel Trumpeter is published monthly by The Church of God, Inc. This periodical carries no subscription price;
however, it is partially maintained through the gifts and offerings of its readers, with the balance of the expenses paid

by the IocaI congregation. Many of the messages and articles in this periodical are from preached messages, youth
services, teaching services, and testimonies in the local congregation.

Staff: Prayer:
Editor: Brother Roger L. Decker Roger L. Decker, Pastor

Workers Too Numerous to Mention 83 Decrow Ave.
Newark, OH 43055
Contact Information: Email: pastor@godsacres.us
Phone: 740-345-1312 Phone: 740-344-2543
Websites: GodsAcres.org & GospelTrumpeter.com We reserve the right to edit and/or decline materials for any
Email: subscribe@godsacres.us reason. We are not responsible for unsolicited materials.
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