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A FAITHFUL STEWARD

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all
nations;, and then shall the end
come.

Oh, this everlasting Gospel
thatis norespecter of personsis
available to whosoever! God is
faithful and true to every soul
through the preaching of His
Word. Jesus commissioned His
disciples to go out into the
world, become His hands and
feet, and spread this good
news. The Gospel Trumpeter is
comprised of hands and feet
who selflessly give of them-
selves to spread the Word of
God further. From the very on-
set, the purpose of The Gospel
Trumpeter has been to minister
to hearts around the globe.
Each message, lesson, or
thought placed within is met
with prayer for direction and
wisdom.

God, who is all-powerful,
all-knowing, and all-present,
promises in His Word to attend
to every need wherever they
may be. As disciples (followers
of Christ Jesus), God has a com-
mission for every one of us to
carry out in the kingdom. We
have a work to do! Peter spoke
of this commission in 1 Peter
4:10-11: "As every man hath
received the gift, even so minis-
ter the same one to another, as
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good stewards of the manifold
grace of God. If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of
God; if any man minister, let
him do it as of the ability which
God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise
and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen."

God gives gifts and abilities
to the church so we may be edi-
fied and souls can be reconciled
to Him. Being a faithful steward
glorifies God and further pro-
motes holiness to a lost-and-
dying generation. Not everyone
is called to be a pastor, evange-
list, teacher, or song leader, but
we can all "do [whatever ability
we have] it as of the ability
which God giveth." God is en-
deavoring to encourage us to
use our abilities for Him.

When I was first saved, I
thought I had little to offer. I
lived away from the church and
felt unable to be a good steward
over what I had. I desired to do
all T could to help further the
Gospel. God began to show me
that no matter how small my
gift or ability was, give it to
Him and for Him. No matter
how small it seemed, I did, and
God blessed me beyond mea-
sure.

The Gospel Trumpeter was the
avenue in which God reached

[continued on page 6]
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Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard
that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and
persecute you;

45 That ye may be the chil-
dren of your Father which is in
heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and
on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which
love you, what reward have ye?
do not even the publicans the
same?

47 And if ye salute your
brethren only, what do ye more
than others? do not even the pub-
licans so?

48 Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.

nthese few verses from the
IBeatitudes, the word
"Tove" is used four times.

Brother Roger L. Decker

AsinJesus' day, there has always
been hatred toward those who
live for God. Leviticus 19:18
reads, "Thou shalt not avenge,
nor bear any grudge against the
children of thy people, but thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self: I am the LORD."

If you live for God, you have
an enemy. The word "enemy"
comes from the Greek word
echtros, which has several syn-
onyms, such as one who is "hate-
ful, hostile, an adversary, or foe."
In John 15:18, Jesus said, "If the
world hate you, ye know that it
hated me before it hated you."
Christians have enemies because
our lives represent goodness,
righteousness, godliness, and
holiness.

The world will not love the
child of God. The world is an
enemy to the Church of God.
James 4:4 says, "Ye adulterers
and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God."
Psalm 18:3 tells us, "I will call
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upon the LORD, who is worthy to
be praised: so shall I be saved
from mine enemies." Psalm 25:2
reads, "O my God, I trust in thee:
let me not be ashamed, let not
mine enemies triumph over me."
The Scriptures make it very plain
that the people of God have ene-
mies who hate and despise the
One we represent.

God only knows what the
future holds for our youth. Some
young people have been led
astray by backslidden parents
who carry a profession, but their
lives do not match what they say.
Itis sad to see children who were
raised in Church of God congre-
gations hang out in Babylon and
attend sectarian churches. There
will be a terrible price to pay,
maybe not in this life, but at the
final Judgment. Some children
have heard their parents run
down the church for so long they
want nothing to do with the
Church of God.

Genesis 18:19 reads, "For I
know him, that he will command
his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the

3



way of the LORD, to do justice
and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which
he hath spoken of him." The Am-
plified Bible says, "For 1 have
known (chosen, acknowledged)
him [as My own], so that he may
teach and command his children
and [the sons of] his household
after him to keep the way of the
LORD by doing what is righteous
and just, so that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham what He
has promised him." Command, as
itis used in this Scripture, means
"to give a charge; set in order; or
give a command."

Loving Your Enemies

Loving your enemies is not
easy. It is a real test of your love.
Jesus did not say to love your
friends and family because thatis
not a problem. He mentioned the
word "enemies"in the plural. The
child of God has plenty of ene-
mies. If someone does something
to you, the first thing that rises
up is the flesh. The flesh desires
revenge or to get even. The real
test is to keep the flesh under
while itis being persecuted, slan-
dered, or talked about.

Do you really love your ene-
mies? Romans 13:8-14 states:
"Owe no man any thing, but to
love one another: for he that lov-
eth another hath fulfilled the law.
For this, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not Kkill,
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt
not bear false witness, Thou shalt
not covet; and if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. Love work-
eth no ill to his neighbour: there-
fore love is the fulfilling of the
law.

"And that, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep: for now is our salva-
tion nearer than when we be-
lieved. The night is far spent, the
day is at hand: let us therefore
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cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of
light. Let us walk honestly, as in
the day; notinrioting and drunk-
enness, not in chambering and
wantonness, not in strife and
envying. But put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provi-
sion for the flesh, to fulfil the
lusts thereof."

Jesus said to love your ene-
mies, bless those who curse you,
do good to them that hate you,
and pray for those who persecute
you. You cannot do this unless
you are a Christian because it is
impossible for the natural man.
Your love gets tried when your
enemy curses, hates, despitefully
uses, and persecutes you. What
will you do about it? Some things
you will not win or come out on
top by proving someone is
wrong at a bargaining table. Text
messages, e-mails, telephone
calls, and talking to someone
may not work. However, you can
prove others wrong by how you
react to the abuse. Jesus is our
example in all things. He in-
structed the church on how to
handle the enemy.

Jesus's Love for Mankind

Matthew 27:27-31 reads:
"Then the soldiers of the gover-
nor took Jesus into the common
hall, and gathered unto him the
whole band of soldiers. And they
stripped him, and put on him a
scarlet robe. And when they had
platted a crown of thorns, they
put it upon his head, and a reed
in his right hand: and they
bowed the knee before him, and
mocked him, saying, Hail, King
of the Jews! And they spit upon
him, and took the reed, and
smote him on the head. And after
that they had mocked him, they
took the robe off from him, and
put his own raiment on him, and
led him away to crucify him."

The Scripture says they
stripped Jesus of His clothes, or
the upper garments, and spit on
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Him. Matthew 26:67-68 says,
"Then did they spit in his face,
and buffeted him; and others
smote him with the palms of
their hands, Saying, Prophesy
unto us, thou Christ, Who is he
that smote thee?" Spitting in
someone's face shows the highest
contempt and insult. It is one of
the most degrading things you
could do to someone.

Has anyone ever spit in your
face? They spit in Jesus's face.
They put a purple robe on Him
because that is what emperors
and kings wore. They mocked
Him as a king or ruler. They put
thorns on His head to represent a
sinful man. Mark 15:17 says,
"And they clothed him with pur-
ple, and platted a crown of
thorns, and put it about his
head." Hebrews 6:8 reads, "But
that which beareth thorns and
briers is rejected, and is nigh
unto cursing; whose end is to be
burned." Proverbs 15:19 states,
"The way of the slothful man is
as an hedge of thorns: but the
way of the righteous is made
plain." Proverbs 22:5 says,
"Thorns and snares are in the
way of the froward: he that doth
keep his soul shall be far from
them."

They put a reed in Jesus'
hand to represent a scepter be-
longing to a king. Esther 5:2
reads: "And it was so, when the
king saw Esther the queen stand-
ing in the court, that she obtained
favour in his sight: and the king
held out to Esther the golden
sceptre that was in his hand. So
Esther drew near, and touched
the top of the sceptre." Esther
requested an audience with King
Ahasuerus, and he held out his
scepter to her. What was done to
Jesus was done in mockery. They
essentially said: "He says He is a
king, so let's make Him a king.
Let's give Him a crown, royal
apparel, and a scepter and bow
down before Him." It was all
done to mock Him.

These few verses describe



severe mockery, unfair torture,
and persecution at the highest
degree. Yet, Jesus did not ask for
help, yell at His persecutors, tell
others what was happening, or
talk about them to the people.
His love for mankind was tried
to the maximum. If you say you
love God and everyone, things
will come along to try your love.

Mark 15:1-5 states: "And
straightway in the morning the
chief priests held a consultation
with the elders and scribes and
the whole council, and bound
Jesus, and carried him away, and
delivered him to Pilate. And Pi-
late asked him, Art thou the King
of the Jews? And he answering
said unto him, Thou sayest it.
And the chief priests accused
him of many things: but he an-
swered nothing. And Pilate
asked him again, saying, An-
swerest thou nothing? behold
how many things they witness
against thee. But Jesus yet an-
swered nothing; so that Pilate
marvelled." Pilate was amazed
that Jesus did not speak up when
the people accused him.

Praying for Your Enemy

First Peter 4:13-15 says: "But
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par-
takers of Christ's sufferings; that,
when his glory shall be revealed,
ye may be glad also with exceed-
ing joy. If ye be reproached for
the name of Christ, happy are ye;
for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part he
is evil spoken of, but on your
part he is glorified. But let none
of you suffer as a murderer, or as
a thief, or as an evil doer, or as a
busybody in other men's mat-
ters." Peter was saying not to
suffer for your own faults.

Church of God, persecutions,
trials, and slanders must be
turned over to the Lord. We can-
not do one thing about them ex-
cept stir them up. I have made it
a habit since I have been saved,
especially since becoming a pas-

tor, that when a nasty letter or
textcomes, I pray for the individ-
ual who sent it. That keeps bitter-
ness out of my heart. I do not
ponder, think it over, or try to
figure out a way to get even; I
pray as the Scriptures instruct.
You can talk to God more freely
than you can to anyone else.
Every time we get involved
and take hold of situations, the
flesh takes over, and things al-
ways get worse and spread. If
you take it to God, He will not
tell anyone. We can affect our

Praying for someone
who is working
against you is not a
natural approach.

families. Psalm 34:15 tells us,
"The eyes of the LORD are upon
the righteous, and his ears are
open unto their cry." Verse 17
says, "The righteous cry, and the
LORD heareth, and delivereth
them out of all their troubles."

Second Peter 2:9 reads, "The
Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished." When
people hold things, they often do
not take it to the Lord as they
ought. Instead, their feelings get
hurt, hearts are broken, and an-
ger is pursued. Others get in-
volved, and then bitterness and
hatred set in. Hebrews 12:15
reads, "Looking diligently lest
any man fail of the grace of God;
lest any root of bitterness spring-
ing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled."

People "fail of the grace of

GospelTrumpeter.com * April 2025

God" because they do not take
things to God; they go on in their
own strength. This Scripture says
it starts with one and affects
many. It is sad! When bitterness
works, instead of one failing,
many "fail of the grace of God."
Fail in this Scripture means "to
fall back or lack the grace of
God."When you "fail of the grace
of God," the power you need to
stand is gone.

Praying for someone who is
working against you is not a nat-
ural approach. We must act the
way Jesus would act. He showed
us by example how God's chil-
dren should act in a trial. Do not
allow the flesh to sow seeds of
revenge in your heart or
thoughts of watching your en-
emy fall, and do not destroy
them with your mouth. Proverbs
24:17-18 reads, "Rejoice not when
thine enemy falleth, and let not
thine heart be glad when he
stumbleth: Lest the LORD see it,
and it displease him, and he turn
away his wrath from him." That
is close! Do not rejoice when
your enemy falls. Do not be glad
when he stumbles or messes up
because the Lord sees it, and it
displeases Him.

From an Enemy to a Friend

Romans 12:17-21 says: "Rec-
ompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight
of all men. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peace-
ably with all men. Dearly be-
loved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath: for
itis written, Vengeance is mine; I
will repay, saith the Lord. There-
fore if thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink:
for in so doing thou shalt heap
coals of fire on his head. Be not
overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good." This admonition
works, or it would not have been
written down for us. God knows
the hearts of all men; He is better
qualified to handle problems.



John 2:23-25 reads: "Now
when he was in Jerusalem at the
passover, in the feast day, many
believed in his name, when they
saw the miracles which he did.
But Jesus did not commit himself
unto them, because he knew all
men, And needed not that any
should testify of man: for he
knew what was in man [we do
not]." When something happens
to upset you, you do not know
what is in the individual's heart,
but God does. God knows how to
handle every situation. Nothing
goes unnoticed!

God wants to salvage the soul
of man when he gets off track.
You cannot pray for someone
with bitterness, revenge, a get-
even attitude, or a "get people on
my side" motivation. In Luke
6:27, Jesus said, "But I say unto
you which hear, Love your ene-
mies, do good to them which
hate you." In verse 35, He said,
"But love ye your enemies, and
do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing again; and your reward
shall be great, and ye shall be the
children of the Highest: for he is
kind unto the unthankful and to
the evil."

Do not lower yourself to the
level of your enemy. We are chil-
dren of God who want to see
people saved, not destroyed. Let
God deal with people. He knows

how to turn them from being an
enemy to a friend. No one was
more hostile to the church than
the Apostle Paul. When God got
through with him, he became "a
wise masterbuilder" in the King-
dom of God (1 Corinthians 3:10).
God saw something good in him
when others saw nothing good in
him. He was a destroyer and per-
secutor of the church. People
feared him, but God saw some-
thing the people did not see. God
turned him into a builder of what
he was out to destroy. Thank
God!

We donotcondone wrongdo-
ing or go along with it; going
after those who are wrong will
not convince them they are
wrong. The members of the
church did not do that with Paul.
It took Christ to straighten him
out. On the road to Damascus,
Paul became a changed man be-
cause of the convincing power of
the Holy Spirit. May God help us
act toward our enemies as Jesus
did.

Jesus said our reward would
be great and we would be called
"the children of the Highest."
Again, Matthew 5:44 reads, "But
I say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute

you." Jesus said to love, bless,
and do good. Prayer will have
more effect on your enemy than
talking, hating, taking revenge,
and destroying.

(Compact Disc TR-3150)

Brother Roger L. Decker is the
pastor of the Church of God in
Newark, OH.

[Annual Financial Report cont. from pg. 2]
out to me when I was in sin.
Where would I be today if it had
not been for the gifts and abilities
selflessly given to its outreach?
Thank God for those stewards
over His Word! We humbly ask
that you pray about a monetary
gift God may lay upon your
heart and how you can help en-
sure this Gospel is "preached in
all the world for a witness unto
all nations." There is no greater
joy than to know you have aided,
even a small part, in bringing a
lost soul to Jesus Christ. May
God bless you all!

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer

Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer attends
the Church of God in Newark, OH.

as "It is finished."

"PAID IN FULL."
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Tetelestai

The Greek word tetelestai is translated in John 19:30

In New Testament times, Tetelestai was often written
on business documents to show that a bill had been

When Jesus said, "It is finished,"
the payment for sin had been fully paid!



Luke 23:18 And they cried out
all at once, saying, Away with
this man, and release unto us
Barabbas:

19 (Who for a certain sedition
made in the city, and for murder,
was cast into prison.)

20 Pilate therefore, willing to
release Jesus, spake again to
them.

21 But they cried, saying,
Crucify him, crucify him.

Acts 22:22 And they gave him
audience unto this word, and
then lifted up their voices, and
said, Away with such a fellow
[speaking of the Apostle Paul]
from the earth: for it is not fit
that he should live.

23 And as they cried out, and
cast off their clothes, and threw
dust into the air,

24 The chief captain com-
manded him to be brought into
the castle, and bade that he
should be examined by scourging;
that he might know wherefore
they cried so against him.

Brother Mike Wilks

he crowd in these Scrip-
Tture verses echoed a
certain thought, "Away
with such a fellow." High emo-
tions focus a body of people. In
large football stadiums, hun-
dreds of thousands of people will
all say the same thing. They echo
what they are told or what they
hear others say. When children
play together with their friends
or cousins, they forget about
their perpetual need for a drink
or a snack. As soon as the com-
pany leaves, they are hungry and
thirsty again. They had a particu-
lar focus.

God teaches us in His Word
about our genesis, the plan of
salvation, and our eternal des-
tiny. When was the last time you
considered your eternal destiny?
It is easy to get busy in this rou-
tine called life, dealing with cur-
rent problems, and forget about
your eternal destiny. Ecclesiastes
12:5 says, "Man goeth to his long
home." This life is a dressing
room; it is temporary. First Peter
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2:11 says we are "strangers and
pilgrims." We are just passing
through this life. People would
not chase money so hard if they
viewed things as being only tem-
poral.

Our Long Home

The definition of home is
"where one lives permanently." A
building program is taking place
for every one of us on the other
side. By the way you live your
life, a home is being built for you
in eternity. I decided to hand my
life over to Christ many years
ago, and I thank God for that. I
have been stowing up treasures
in Heaven. If I am faithful to
God's cause, a building program
is going on for me in Heaven. I
am looking forward to that day,
are you?

If you are lost and undone
without God, a place is being
prepared for you, too. I hear peo-
ple say, "A loving God will never
send anyone to hell." He does not
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Whether
for Heaven
or hell, we
are
building
for
ETERNITY.

send you; you choose to go if you
refuse to live for Him. We all
have a decision to make. We can
either accept or reject God's offer
of salvation, which is great, and
the benefits are amazing. Living
for God is not a trashy way of
life; it is the best life! It gives us
purpose in the world.

Do you think about the long
home being prepared for you
and where you will spend eter-
nity? Psalm 127:1 reads, "Except
the LORD build the house, they
labour in vain that build it."
Many are laboring in vain, col-
lecting everything they can. The
principle that bothered me about
being lost more than anything
else was the vanity of my life. I
kept thinking, "I am going to
spend my life working, filling my
bank account, buying cars, a
house, and all these things, and
thenIam going to die." May God
help us view the things of this
life and what is happening
around us as insignificant com-
pared to eternity.

It is sad to see a home begin
construction and go unfinished.
The building project has stopped.
It is a warning to us. For years,
many who were serving God
started a building program in
Heaven. Their homes and trea-
sures were being established, but
they made a fateful decision to
turn back on God. Their home in
Heaven will be empty — forsaken
because they chose a different
way. May God help us! We are
building for eternity, whether it
is in Heaven or hell.

8

Very little is said in the Word
of God about Heaven. Our vo-
cabulary cannot explain how
grand and glorious it will be. The
linguist Paul knew a man who
was "caught up to the third heav-
en" (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). He
heard things he could not utter.
We who are saved have felt the
power of God stirring in our
souls. What a glory it is! How do
we explainit? We cannot because
it is better experienced.

The Greater Threat

Climate change is a global
message. The media and the gov-
ernment are promoting it. Many
people believe an apocalypse is
coming. Our entire way of life is
changing because of this sup-
posed apocalypse. People are
driving electric cars. God has
everything under control. In an
article called "Eco-Reproductive
Concerns in the Age of Climate
Change" by Matthew Schneider-
Mayerson and Leong Kit, pub-
lished in the November 2020
Journal of Climatic Change, they
found people were worried
about the climate crisis and de-
ciding not to have children be-
cause of fears their offspring
would struggle through a climate
apocalypse.

"According to the first study
ever conducted, the researchers
surveyed six hundred people,
ages twenty-seven to forty-five,
who were already factoring cli-
mate concerns into their repro-
ductive choices and found
ninety-six percent were very, or
extremely, concerned about the
well-being of their children. One
twenty-seven-year-old woman
said, 'I feel like I cannot in good
conscience bring a child into the
world and force them to live and
try to survive in what may be an
apocalyptic condition."

These views were based on
very pessimistic assessments of
the impact of global warming on
the world. One researcher said it

GospelTrumpeter.com * April 2025

would rival World War I in sheer
terror. The research also found
that some people who were al-
ready parents expressed regret
for having children. Climate
change is a global message; the
Gospel is also global, but in
many places, it is not being pro-
claimed in its fullness.

There is a far greater threat
ahead of everyone who rejects
God. Most people do not talk
about hell. We may hear the
word hell when somebody tells
someone else to go to hell. Is
there an actual place called hell?
Eternal damnation is a horrible
thought. It seems that few people
are concerned about hell. They
think it is a make-believe world:
"You are just trying to scare me."
Second Peter 2:5 tells us Noah
was "a preacher of righteousness"
who warned the people of an up-
coming flood.

People do not tend to think
about eternal things. As in the
days of Lot and Noah, they are
busy gaining earthly possessions
without thinking about their
souls. First Peter 3:20 states,
"Which sometime were disobedi-
ent, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a pre-
paring, wherein few, thatis, eight
souls were saved by water." Mat-
thew 7:14 says, "Few there be that
find it." The devil has the world
caught up in temporal things.

Nature Teaches Us

First Corinthians 11:14 reads,
"Doth not even nature itself teach
you, that, if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him?"
That is one example of what na-
ture teaches. Titus 2:11-12 says,
"For the grace of God that bring-
ethsalvation hath appeared to all
men, Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righ-
teously, and godly, in this pres-
ent world."

I have heard it said many



times that if people could only
hear and see hell uncapped, it
would make a difference in how
they live. I agree with that state-
ment. Just as there is a foretaste
of Heaven and what is to come
for the saints of God, there is a
foretaste of hell. In Luke 16:24,
the rich man said, "I am tor-
mented in this flame." Many can
relate to being tormented. Have
you ever been mentally torment-
ed? Some people have anxiety
attacks because of mental tor-
ment so strong and overwhelm-
ing they cannot control it.  have
had kidney stones. I can tell you,
that is torment! I could think
about nothing else except the
pain I had.

Pain is a warning of what hell
will be like. I cannot imagine
being subjected to kidney stones
for eternity. It is a lesson to me.
God is faithful to everyone. I
have four children, and I have
learned from my wife about the
pain of childbirth. God teaches
us through nature because He
wants us to know what we will
be subjected to if we reject Him.

The Greek word hades is
translated as "hell" ten times in
the King James Bible. In Luke
16:23, it is most distinctly associ-
ated with the doom and misery
of the lost. When we die, we will
journey to one of two places. We
will either go to paradise (Jesus
told the man on the cross, "To
day shalt thou be with me in par-
adise"; Luke 23:43) or hades. The
Final Judgment cannot be ren-
dered as long as the world exists
because our works continue even
after we die. What we do in our
lifetime affects others, and it
snowballs through the annals of
time. Judgment will not come
until God's work is finished.

Second Peter 2:4 states, "For if
God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be re-
served unto judgment." In this
Scripture, the Greek word for

"hell" is tartaros, which means "a
deep pit," and it is used one time.

The term for the final and
eternal abode of everyone who
dies apart from God is Gehenna.
It is found twelve times in the
New Testament; eleven of those
instances are spoken by Jesus
Christ Himself. Gehenna was
originally a valley in Jerusalem
where the Israelites offered their
children to Molech. King Josiah
(2 Kings 23:10) got rid of those
abominations and turned the
place into a garbage pit. All the
garbage of Jerusalem was cast
into this pit, and it burned con-
tinually. Jesus spoke in terms the
people could understand. Whata
horrible thought —a garbage pile
continually burning. When souls
are cast into hell, they are repro-
bate, refuse (garbage), and no
longer useful to God.

Losing Our Freedoms

In Matthew 5:29-30, the word
"hell" is translated as Gehenna:
"And if thy right eye offend thee,
pluckitout, and cast it from thee:
for it is profitable for thee that
one of thy members should per-
ish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell. And if
thy right hand offend thee, cut it
off, and cast it from thee: for it is
profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not
that thy whole body should be
cast into hell."

If you are in sin, whatis hold-
ing you? Jesus said, "Cutit off!"Is
it too hard for you to cut off?
How do you cut it off? You do it
through repentance when you
reach a point where you are tired
of the sin business, the drinking
and smoking habits, and the sin-
ful lifestyle. You may say, 'l
might lose my family." The pain
here will be much less than the
pain over there if you hold on to
something you need to cut off! If
you cut something off, it cannot
be reattached.

Jesus spoke about the body,
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"thy right eye" and "thy right
hand." How important are your
right eye and right hand? These
two members are essential to the
body, but Jesus said to get rid of
them if they offend you. It is
more important that you get rid
of whatever is obstructing you
from getting into Heaven than
for you to go to hell with your
whole body.

Many people want freedom,
saying: "I want to do my own
thing. The Gospel has too many
rules. I do not want to dress a
certain way." Every one of us is
losing our freedoms every day.
One way is through our age. As
you get older, you cannot do
some things you used to do. Age
is taking my freedom. There are
moves I cannot make any more
when playing basketball with the
young men. There is nothing we
can do about our age, but it is
taking our freedom. Michael Jor-
dan, one of the best basketball
players who ever played, is sixty-
two. He is just a shell of what he
used to be. Age has taken his
freedom. Nature is teaching us a
lesson. We are getting closer to
eternity.

The government is taking
away many freedoms. People say
they want to get away from God
because they want their freedom,
yetthey are losing their freedoms
every day. Sin will steal your
freedom. You may want to do
your own thing, but you are be-
coming a slave to sin.

Someone may say, "I am a
good person." Compared to
what? The Gospel has high stan-
dards. In yourself, you will never
beat the standards of the Word of
God. Isaiah 64:6 says, "All our
righteousnesses are as filthy
rags." The people of God give ten
percent of their money because it
belongs to God. Tithing does not
include offerings. Some, who do
not pay tithes, say, "I volunteer
my time." Self-righteousness will
never reach the high standard of
the Gospel.



Attending the house of God is
a command. You may say, "Oh, I
am a good person." Do you at-
tend the house of God? Do you
pray? Many people who profess
Christianity never read the Word
of God or talk about it. People
want to be comforted with
thoughts that they are okay. I
personally feel the need to run
this Christian race as hard as I
canand give everything I have to
make it. "If the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the un-
godly and the sinner appear"
(1 Peter 4:18)? If we are doing
everything we can to barely
make it, where will the ungodly
person stand?

Reflections in Hell

An echo is "a repetition of
sound produced by reflection."
What do you think people in hell
are doing? They are reflecting.
Think about a world where there
is no future to look forward to
and no comfort while presently
being tormented. Your mind will
reflect. There is an echo in hell.
Multitudes are lamenting, weep-
ing, and gnashing their teeth be-
cause they are without hope.

I want to be prepared for
eternity. I watch people and
wonder if they know where they
are going. Do they know that hell
will be their doom if they do not
change? This message is not only
for the sinner but for the Church
of God. If we are stirred in our
souls, we will get stirred about
people who are lost and on their
way to hell.

Jesus Christ uncapped hell in
Luke, Chapter 16. Verses 19-22
state: "There was a certain rich
man, which was clothed in pur-
ple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day: And
there was a certain beggar
named Lazarus, which was laid
at his gate, full of sores, And de-
siring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's
table: moreover the dogs came
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and licked his sores. And it came
to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man
also died, and was buried."

Every one of us is going to
die. It is healthy for us to think
about death. We are going to
leave this world. How will it be
with our children? How was our
experience? What kind of influ-
ence will we leave behind? It is
serious.

The rich man and Lazarus
checked into their long home. In
this home, there is no change.

"a repetition
of sound
produced by
reflection.”

Your destiny is sealed. There is
no millennium or second chance.
We make our decisions in this
life. Luke 16:23 says, "And in hell
he lift up his eyes, being in tor-
ments [in hell there are torments
and separation from God], and
seeth Abraham afar off, and Laz-
arus in his bosom."

The phrase "in his bosom"
compares to John "leaning on
Jesus' bosom" (John 13:23). Itis a
place of honor. Lazarus was a
beggar who was carried by the
angels into a place of honor. The
rich man checked into his home
he had been building with no
thought of God. The sad com-
mentary is the rich man is still
there today. He immediately got
acquainted with hell's echo when
he died.

Luke 13:27-28 reads: "But he
[Jesus] shall say, I tell you, I
know you not whence ye are;
depart from me, all ye workers of
iniquity. There shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth, when ye
shall see Abraham [the rich man
saw the father of the faith, Abra-
ham, and Lazarus being com-
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forted in his bosom], and Isaac,
and Jacob, and all the prophets, in
the kingdom of God, and you
yourselves thrust out."

One thing that strikes me is
the rich man did not ask to get
out of hell. He knew there was no
way out. He requested that Laza-
rus bring him a drop of water. He
did not ask to go to Heaven be-
cause he knew he was unworthy.
I believe everyone in hell knows
they are lost and deserve to be
there. There are echoes in hell
right now. Untold millions, or
perhaps billions, of people heard
the Gospel and knew there was
something to it. However, they
disregarded the message and are
now in a devil's hell, reflecting on
moments they had an opportunity
to avoid such a fate.

An Echo for Help

The rich man said, "Father
Abraham, have mercy on me"
(Luke 16:24). Think about the
echo for help that is going on all
across hell right now. Hell is a
place of weeping and gnashing of
teeth. What does "gnashing of
teeth" mean? Sometimes, I have
been more mad at myself than
anyone else. Have you ever been
upset with yourself or about a
decision you have made? People
are gnashing their teeth because
they are angry at themselves for
not believing the Gospel.

The echo that haunts me the
most is the echo of family con-
cern. Who is calling out your
name in hell? "Please remember
my family. Please go talk to them
about their soul." The rich man
said, "I pray thee therefore, fa-
ther, that thou wouldest send him
[Lazarus] to my father's house:
For I have five brethren; that he
may testify unto them, lest they
also come into this place of tor-
ment. Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the proph-
ets; let them hear them" (Luke
16:27-29).

We have that is something far



greater than Moses and the
prophets. We have God Al-
mighty speaking directly out of
Heaven through Jesus Christ
Himself. Are the red letters of the
Bible speaking to you? We have
the Holy Ghost speaking to us.
Who in hell is calling out for

you? They know you live a godly
life. They want you to warn their
family. The rich man knew Laza-
rus was saved and said, "Please
send him to my brothers lest they
come to this place of torment."
God wants us to think soberly
about the place Jesus spoke

about. If we become unfaithful to
God, we will end up there.

(Compact Disc TR-2855)

Brother Mike Wilks attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.

HE IS ALIVE!

Isaiah 53:5 But he was
wounded for our transgressions,

; he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties: the chastisement of our
‘ peace was upon him,; and with

his stripes we are healed.

Most people have heard of Christ's death, burial, and res-
urrection, but [ would like to point out a few special moments
that had eternal effects. So many miracles, such amazing de-
liverance! We will start in Luke 24:44-48. "All things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me." In John 19:30, as
Christ was hanging on the Cross, He said, "It is finished." He
had fulfilled all the words spoken in the Old Testament, and
the plan of redemption was ready to be ushered in. Even before
the world was formed, this time was on record. What a won-
derful Redeemer!

One of my favorite parts of the Bible is when the veil in
the Old Testament Temple was torn into two parts at Jesus'
death. Josephus, the Jewish historian of Jesus' day, recorded
the veil was approximately sixty feet high and four inches
thick. It was replaced regularly; it is unlikely it rotted and fell
apart. Made of fine twined linen, it was strong and beautiful.
It separated the Ark of the Covenant (where God's presence
was) from the rest of the Temple and the people. Only the high
priest was to go into the Holy of Holies, once a year, to offer
a sacrifice for his sin and the sins of the people. Thus, the sins
were ceremonially rolled over to the next year. But when Jesus
died, the sacrifice for sin was forever made, and the veil that
kept people separated from God was torn from the top to the
bottom. No human could have done that! Old Jewish ceremon-
ies were no longer necessary because Christ is "the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29).
That was not just for the Jewish nation, but Luke 24:47 says,
"That repentance and remission of sins should be preached. . .
among all nations." That takes in the whole world. "Whoso-
ever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts
10:43). Jesus' sacrificial death made a way that I, a Gentile,
could come into the presence of the holy God.

Back in Genesis 3:24, after Adam and Eve had sinned, it
says that God drove them out of the Garden of Eden and
placed "Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every

way, to keep the way of the tree of life." Jesus Christ is the
way and the tree of life. Salvation brings "eternal life"
(Romans 6:23). There was a way back from sin to living in the
presence of God again, a Garden of Eden experience.

The next thing that interested me was the statement in
Matthew 27:65, which reads, "Make it as sure as ye can."
When you read verses 62-66, you find the Pharisees worried
about the disciples stealing the body of Jesus and then saying
He rose from the dead. This would have made all their hopes
of destroying this new way void. The Pharisees remembered
Jesus said He would rise again, but the disciples did not!
Pilate, who could find no fault in Jesus, was not so sure they
could keep Christ in the grave if He chose to come out! Some-
times it seems sinners can accept what God says easier than
those who are close to Him.

The Roman soldiers verified to Pilate Jesus was dead, and
the Jews agreed to the fact. He was buried alone in a new
tomb, and the Jews themselves set the watch and placed the
seal. Barnes' commentary says, "His very enemies, therefore,
took every precaution to place his resurrection beyond the pos-
sibility of a suspicion of fraud and imposture, and those pre-
cautions were the very means of furnishing the most striking
proof that his death, burial, and resurrection were not im-
positions, but most affecting, awful, and yet cheering realities."

Last, let us consider John 20:19-29. Jesus appeared to the
disciples, but Thomas was not with them. When they told him
they had seen Jesus, he refused to believe it. He was so strong
in his unbelief, he said, "Unless I see and touch the nail scars
in his hands put my hand into the gouge the sword left, I will
not believe!" But when Jesus appeared and called Thomas to
touch the nail prints in His hands and put his hand into the
wounded side, Thomas needed no more proof than Jesus' pres-
ence. He answered, "My Lord and my God." Verse 29 is for
you and me, "Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed." I have never seen the physical form of Jesus, but I
have felt His sweet presence and power. | can say from my
heart that Jesus, my Lord and my Savior, is risen from the dead
and is alive today—saving, healing, comforting, and deliver-
ing. What an amazing Savior!

Sister Joyce Corder

This devotion is from the book Miracles in March by
Sister Joyce Corder. Sister Joyce Corder attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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ESPECIALLY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

I read a story about two men
who were hiking, and they each
got a rock in their shoe. One was
an older gentleman who decided
to stop and take it out. The youn-
ger man became impatient with
him, saying: "We have to go! We
are on a schedule! Toughen up
and come on!"

The older manreplied, "No, if
I take the time to get the rock out
of my shoe, I will feel better and
move quicker."

The young man said, "Fine! I
will go on without you!" It was
not long before the older man
caught up with the younger man,
who was walking slower and
slower. The young man had to
stop and remove the rock from
his shoe. By this time, the rock
had rubbed a sore spot on his
foot that was bleeding. The les-
son is that we should take care of
the issue when it is little instead
of waiting. The two men were
delayed because one had an in-
jury.

Someone can walk before us
with a rock in their shoe, and we
may think: "Why are they limp-
ing? Are they trying to get atten-
tion by walking so oddly?" We
may not know they have a rock
in their shoe. "Walk a mile in his
moccasins" is a line from a poem
by Mary T. Lathrap. Muhammad
Ali said, "It isn't the mountains
ahead to climb that wear you out;
it's the pebble in your shoe."

We all have different per-
spectives on the same experi-
ences. Just because one person
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has a pebble in his shoe does not
mean he is weaker than someone
else. Everyone has their own life
experiences leading up to that
moment. Some have a higher
pain tolerance and can walk fur-
ther with a pebble in their shoe.
Others say, "I cannot handle this;
it really hurts!"

Our lives were changed dur-
ing the COVID pandemic. We
wondered if we would ever get
back to normal. Events were can-
celed, and people were scared,
homebound, and isolated. We
had little interaction with people.
At first, we were afraid when
people got sick, but then we
learned it was not as horrible as
many were portraying it. We had
to wear masks, which upsetsome
people. Toilet paper was being
hoarded, which agitated others.
Some people spewed out hate on
social media. People you thought
you knew became passionate
about certain viewpoints, and it
took effort to keep from becom-
ing grumpy.

People tend to believe the
bad over the good. You can tell
someone sixteen good things and
one negative thing that hap-
pened, and they might think the
day was horrible! Why do people
allow one thing to upset their
whole day? Why do we always
tend to believe the negative? In
research I found that if some-
thing bad happens, your cortisol
levels, related to the "fight or
flight" response, elevate and
make you think you are in dan-
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ger, so you react negatively.
Some people get into a frenzy
about things that happen to
them. I have learned that people
always have a backstory, which
is what I want to focus on in this
lesson.

Our Sunday school class has
studied lessons from The Chris-
tian's Toolbox by Sister Sheri
Strelecky. We learned that every
tool in the Christian's toolbox is
necessary and important. If I
started pitching tools from my
husband's toolbox, thinking he
did not need them, it would be-
come problematic when he need-
ed the tool I threw out. One tool
in our Christian toolbox is fel-
lowship.

Christians share one common
goal —salvation. We come to-
gether to learn about, worship,
and praise God from different
walks of life, areas, and back-
grounds. The people who quit
coming to church feel like they
have no common ground with
God's people anymore, which is
alarming. If you attend a church
where you have no common
ground with the others who at-
tend (your common ground
should be salvation), either the
church has problems, or you
have problems.

Christians strive to make
going to church a priority. No ex-
cuses were made at our house for
missing church while I was
growing up. If we were sick, my
mom would say: "Let's pray
about it," and we went to church.



You become your own person
when you graduate from high
school or college. Hopefully, if
you still live at home, Mom and
Dad do not knock on your bed-
room door to get you up on Sun-
day morning. You should al-
ready have a routine, a strong
desire, and a willingness to get
up for church (evenif you stayed
up late the night before). We can
lose fellowship with the saints if
we fail to work diligently on
making church our priority.

God gives every person at
least one chance to get to know
Christ. I have been given more
than one chance. What if I had
only one chance, paid no atten-
tion, or thought it was unimpor-
tant? What if I were that person
who knew nothing about the
Bible or church? We can take the
things of God for granted if we
are not careful. We can lose fel-
lowship because of grumpiness,
anger, bitterness, or allowing
things to beat us down. If you
start getting nit-picky and grum-
py in yourself, you will lose fel-
lowship with God first, which
will cause you to lose fellowship
with the other saints.

We all have life backpacks
given to us at birth. No two back-
packs are identical. How you
were raised and your genetic
makeup differs from everyone
else. So, you will experience
things differently. When I was in
school, we were given a textbook
for each subject—math, science,
history, and English. Although
we had lockers to put some
books in for part of the day, I
always had trouble with the com-
bination or ran out of time to go
to my locker to exchange books.
I ended up carrying every book
inmy backpack, makingitheavy.

Many things getadded to our
backpacks besides everyday liv-
ing, such as illnesses, traumatic
events, death, or accidents. I was
almost eight years old, when my
father suffered a traumatic brain
aneurysm. He had surgery but

passed one week later.

All of my siblings lost their
father, but we were at different
stages in our lives. My sister,
Sheri, was married; my sister,
Tammy, was a senior in high
school; my brother, Andy, and
sister, Alayna, were sixteen and
fourteen years of age; and my
brother, Nick, was three years
old. We all experienced this trau-
matic event differently, even
though we were from the same
family. We carried different
weights in our backpacks and
had different coping skills.

There will always be some-
thing different in your backpack.
Some people get sick more often
than others. Some seem to never
get sick. We have different spec-
trums of abilities. Some people
are athletic and can climb things
without falling. Others, like me,
easily trip over their own feet.
Some are risk takers and un-
afraid of danger, while others
refuse to do anything risky. The
house could be on fire, or a tor-
nado could be coming, and some,
like my husband, say, "It's fine." I
worry about the littlest things,
such as a bug crawling on the
floor. Our views are totally dif-
ferent.

Some like to analyze things
by weighing the pros and cons
before making a decision. Some
are planners, such as my sister
Sheri, who is organized and list-
oriented. Lists confuse me and
make me less productive. Some
go with the flow; if it happens, it
happens. Some love to travel and
get in the car and go, while oth-
ers would rather be home in their
familiar surroundings. Some
people are passionate about
things, such as politics or music.
Some are crafty with their hands
and can build things. They can
put a bookshelf together without
reading the directions. Others
study the directions before start-
ing a project. Some love to bake,
while others go to the bakery. We
are all built differently, but that
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is okay.

I want to share my backpack
and personal experiences with
you. About eight years ago, I
worked for an insurance com-
pany for almost nineteen years. I
was good at my job, loved my
job, and loved the people I
worked with. Then, we got the
news that the company was mov-
ing our jobs out of state. I was
not planning on moving out of
state, so I had to get another job.
I decided to change positions
within the same company. I took
a customer service job, which I
did not like. When people yell at
me, I take it very personally.

I was on the phone occasion-
ally before, but not all day. The
new position had me glued to my
headset and constantly on the
phone. If someone called asking
me something I did not know, it
stressed me out! I was taking
notes feverishly and trying to
learn by watching other people,
but I was not getting it. The com-
pany gave us two weeks of train-
ing and then turned us loose on
the phones and hoped we would
figure it out.

I was constantly lost and con-
fused, and I felt I was the only
one. Our team was continually
changing. They were setting up a
new module, and they pulled
people from different teams to
form a new structure. Some had
customer service experience, and
some, like me, did not. It seemed
no one struggled as much as me.
Of course, we were all busy on
our phones, so it was not easy to
analyze how anyone else was do-
ing.
I started shutting down emo-
tionally, and my health took a hit
from the stress. I did not under-
stand what was happening to me
and why. Many months later, I
realized I had different things in
my backpack I was carrying. My
department moved, but I had to
train people at the new location.
I watched people leave because
they made the decision to do
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what was best for them. I lost
some close friendships because
some left the company, moved to
another office, or took different
positions. One co-worker, who
was thirty-three years old and sat
right across from me, passed
away because of cancer.

Then, Ireceived life-changing
medical news about myself, so
something else was added to my
backpack. All these things had
been building up in my life. I was
convinced that my co-workers
thought I was a wimp and too
dumb to figure things out. Big
weights were added to my back-
pack, and it sent me into a very
hard trial.

I share these personal things
because we do not know some-
one's whole story. I was working
on a team. We all experienced
the same assignments and train-
ing, but we all handled them
differently. We came from differ-
ent walks of life. One person was
two years away from retirement,
but she took the change very
hard and quit. I felt like others
were passing judgment on me
because I was not getting it.
Sometimes, it is easy to judge
others because we do not under-
stand their struggles. How much
better to show compassion.

I thought about the story in
the Bible about the Good Samari-
tan in Luke, Chapter 10. Verse 30
says, "A certain man went down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
fell among thieves, which
stripped him of his raiment, and
wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead." People
walked by and glanced at him,
but did not stop. Verse 33 tells us
that a Samaritan came and "had
compassion on him." We do not
read that the Samaritan lectured
him, saying: "Well, you should
have known better than to travel
this road by yourself with all
your valuables! That is why you
were beaten and robbed!" He
saw what the man needed and
took care of him.
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Every member of our physi-
cal body is important. If you slam
your thumb in the door, you do
not say that your thumb was
dumb to get in the way. You im-
mediately say, "Ouch!" and your
other hand holds it. We need
compassion for members of the
body of Christ who are hurting.
You can say: "How are you do-
ing? Is there anything you need?"
Most people do not care if you
have all the knowledge in the
world. They would rather you
show them you truly care about
them. It makes all the difference.

Some people’s
backpacks are
heavy. What can
we do to help?

When my husband and I be-
came foster parents, we had to
take some classes. It was eye-
opening, learning the history of
some of these children. I thought
my home life and how I was
raised were normal. I have
learned that not everyone was
raised right. Some people have
much more to their story. When
my husband was a teacher, some
of his students wore the same
clothes every day; some acted
out, and some refused to do their
homework. He was frustrated
until some of them began open-
ing up to him about their per-
sonal lives: "Mr. Miller, I got
kicked out," or "I am living with
my grandparents," or "My dad is
a drunk." All these extra things
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were added to their backpacks.

When my husband contacted
some parents about their teens
struggling and possibly not grad-
uating, they shrugged it off be-
cause they never graduated, and
"it was no big deal" to them.
Many times, if a failing student
wanted to try, he had no encour-
agement from his parents. Many
judge them as lacking self-con-
trol, but there is so much more to
their story than most people real-
ize.

Many who are tempted to
backslide carry unseen added
weight because they struggle
with some things they once par-
ticipated in, such as smoking or
vaping, doing drugs, or watching
pornography. Christ can save
you and keep you from addic-
tions, but if you were once bound
by an addiction, and someone
does it around you, you can be
triggered by it. There will be
memories of what you did, fol-
lowed by regret and temptations.

If you see someone strug-
gling, you might think, "I do not
understand why they keep get-
ting hung up on the same thing
over and over!" You do not know
what is in their backpack. They
may never share with you what
they are battling with. One per-
son who had smoked before get-
ting saved said, "Every day, I
struggle with the temptation to
smoke!"

We all face disappointments
differently. Your parents may tell
you, "No, you cannot go to a cer-
tain place." It might be devastat-
ing to you because you were
looking forward to it. Your sib-
ling or friend may not be as up-
set. They may say, "It is no big
deal; we will do something else."
If you were in a car accident with
four other people, everyone in
the car would have something
different to say about it. If it hap-
pened on your side of the car, it
would be more traumatic for
you. You may think it was not
that bad if you were in the back.



We experience things differ-
ently. My siblings are all from
the same bloodline, but we are
genetically different. One is very
outspoken, and another does not
say much at all.

Our pastor, Brother Decker,
comes to church smiling and
showing love. If we could look
into his backpack, we might be-
come depressed because of all
the weights he carries. He knows
the struggles people have, things
that are said against him, and he
has his own family problems and
health issues; yet he comes with
a burden to preach and lead the
people. His backpack is different
from the ones we carry.

We should not compare our-
selves with others. Our back-
packs may look similar, but we
each carry different weights in
them. I hope you remember that
the next time you are tempted to
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two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets."

I hope this lesson brought a
different perspective to consider.
It can be a struggle to keep the
negativity in the world from rub-
bing off on you. If someone is
having a bad day and filling your
ear, the next thing you know, you
are grumpy and having a bad
day. It is easy to absorb others'
negative opinions. My goal is to
work on having more compas-
sion and love for others. There
are more things in others' back-
packs than what we see. With
God's help, we can help lighten
their load.

Sister Victoria Miller

Sister Victoria Miller is a youth
helper at the Church of God
in Newark, OH.
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I thank God for the day He
saved me. I remember when we

first started coming to the
Church of God. I was fourteen
years old. I was old enough to
get saved, but I was taken up
with things, and I did not get a
good grip on God. Later, I was
married and gotaway from God;
I got into a lot of problems and a
lot of burdens. Yet, God was
merciful.

Many saints prayed for me.
God followed after me, and He
brought me back into the fold. I
will never forget it as long as I
live!l T was in the old church
building on Sixth and Locust
Streets, and I went to the altar. I
knew I was going because I had
already counted the cost and
given up a lot of things.

After I went to the altar and
prayed, old Brother Wilson told
the people: "Now, Sister Edna
has gotten away from God, but
she has come back. Let us make
her feel welcome." When I stood
up, all the saints walked by and
shook my hand and hugged me!
That is something I never got
away from.

God has been merciful to us.
If it had not been for the mercies
of God, we would have had a
broken home, but God was mer-
ciful. After I got saved, it was
five years before my husband
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God
Wants to
Use You

Sister Edna
Nice

was saved. I went through a lot
of hard places. I remember times
when I was so low, and 1
thought, "God, I cannot take any-
more of this; I just can't."

Every once in a while, dear
old mother Wilson, bless her
heart, would say: "Now Sister
Edna, youjust hold right on. Stay
true to God. God is going to
bring your husband in, and when
He does, he will be a worker for
the Lord." It was true. God
brought him in and saved him,
and I am so thankful! Also, God
used him. Many times, Sister
Wilson reminded me about what
God had done.

Dear one, if you are blessed
to be in the Church of God, you
have a wonderful opportunity! I
have family who live where they
have had no opportunities to
know about the truth, only what
little bit I have been able to get to
them. Take advantage if you
have been blessed with the op-
portunity to hear the truth. You
will never be sorry. You can be
saved from a lot of heartaches if
you will let God lead you.

The devil will tell you this
and the devil will tell you that,
but living for God is the best life
there is! God can work every
problem out for you. He is an
all-sufficient God. It does not
make any difference what your
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need is—He is all-sufficient. He
will help you through anything if
you will lean on Him.

Psalm 103:1-5 says: "Bless the
LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits: Who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases; Who re-
deemeth thy life from destruc-
tion; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mer-
cies; Who satisfieth thy mouth
with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the ea-
gle's."

I have gone through one
thing right after the other, yet I
cannot begin to bless the Lord
enough for what He has done!
Because of my affliction, I feel so
helpless. I feel like such a burden
because I cannot do anything, but
I said, "God, take me and use me
in whatever way Youcan."I have
thought much about this —if you
do not want the Lord to use you,
do not ask Him, because I tell
you, He will use you.

When I got sick, my daughter
came and took me home with her
to South Carolina. At the time, |
thought, "Lord, why do I have to
go so far away?" But as I thought
about it, I said, "Lord, use me."
After I got down there, I could
understand why God took me
there. God opened up opportuni-
ties for me to talk to my loved
ones about their souls. If we will
just keep ourselves open to God
and what He wants for our lives,
He will use us.

After praying and asking
God to use me, it seems like late-
ly He has given me so many op-
portunities to witness for Him. I
have had many opportunities to
invite people to camp meeting. It
is important to stay true to God,
keep our hearts and lives open to
Him, and let Him use us. Some-
times it is not easy, but if we let
God use us, He will.

I have told God: "I do not
understand about my affliction,



but You know my heart. I am
willing to suffer if You can be
glorified." I do not want any
glory, but I surely want God to
be lifted up. Since this affliction
came on me, even though God is
with me, the old devil is real, too.
He is always working on me, but
every time I get down, God is
there and does something to
encourage me.

I can remember God saying
to me: "I just feel like something
?ood is about to happen. I just

eel hke something good is on its
way." Those words went over
and over in my mind and blessed
me. So, I thanked the Lord! I
went along for a while, and then
it seemed like I got depressed. I
got on my knees and talked to
God. When I was done, as I knelt
there, it seemed like God sang to
me so sweetly: "Hold on, my
child. Joy comes in the morning.
Your weeping only lasts for a
while." And I said, "Thank You,
Lord, that is all I need."

One day as I was thinking
about the things of God, the Lord
seemed to speak to me the words
of the song entitled "I Will Pilot
Thee" by Emily Wilson.

Sometimes, when my faith
would falter

And no sunlight I can see,

I just lift mine eyes to Jesus

And I whisper, "Pilot me."

" Fear thou not, for I'll be with thee,
I will still thy Pilot be;

Never mind the tossing billows,
Take My hand and trust in Me."

Ilive alone, and sometimes it
is hard, but God blesses and
helps me. God has promised to
be with us, and He is taking care
of me. God knows what He is
doing. He has a plan, and I just
want to be used by the Lord. I
appreciate the truth! It means so
much to me. I admonish you,
stay true to God and let God lead
you. He will take care of you. I
appreciate all God has done for
me.

Sister Edna Nice went to be
with the Lord on January 16, 2003.
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From God’s Word

Whither shall I go from thy spir-
it? or whither shall I flee from thy
presence? If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there: if I make my bed in
hell, behold, thou art there. If I take
the wings of the morning, and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea;
Even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hold me.

Psalm 139:7-10

One day, while riding in the
car with my mother on a drive,
way out in the country, I started
having issues with my cell phone
reception because of the area we
were traveling through. God
gave me some thoughts on how
our prayers are not affected by
how far away we are from civili-
zation.

We could be in the middle of
Wyoming or in the deep jungle of
the Congo, where if we cried out
for help, there might be no hu-
man close enough to hear our
plea, but God hears the cries of
His people. He hears their prayer
for help no matter where they
are. He already knew they need-
ed help before they called be-
cause He watches over His chil-
dren.

We will never experience a
bad connection. God will never
drop our call. Any issues we may
have will be on our part, never
on God's.

What are some things that
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affect our connection?

1) Distractions and cares of
the world.

2) Having things in our hearts
between us and the Lord.

3) Sin—God will not hear a
sinner's prayer unless it is a
prayer of repentance.

4) Doubting the power of
God and lacking the faith that He
hears.

What an awesome thought
that prayer connects us with the
Omnipotent (all-powerful) One
who is Omnipresent (in all
places). Prayer is more reliable
than any cell phone carrier, satel-
lite phone, OnStar, or rescue bea-
con. All those things can fail.
They have their limitations, but
not God! He never sleeps. He
never sends us a message stating,
"Sorry, we are currently experi-
encing difficulties due to a power
outage or network issues." God is
always on the line! Call His num-
ber today. Read the texts He has
sent in His Word.

"Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need" (He-
brews 4:16).

Brother Alex Orr

Brother Alex Orr attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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blueprint is "a detailed
Aplan for the layout and
construction or recon-
struction of a building or pro-
ject." Some synonyms are plan,
direction, instruction, guide, pat-
tern, model, or design. I love to
hear the children sing the song
"God Has a Plan for My Life." It
is important to teach our children
that God has a plan. Things do
not happen by accident. He has a
plan for our lives, and we need
to understand the importance of
God's plan. Jeremiah 1:5 says,
"Before I formed thee in the belly
I knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, and I ordained
thee a prophet unto the nations."
The Lord spoke to the Prophet
Jeremiah and told him He had a
plan for his life before he was
born.

God has always been very
particular in His desires and
plans for His people. He gave the
Israelites specific building plans
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Brother Allen Borders

for the Tabernacle. You can read
about His detailed instructions in
the Book of Exodus, Chapters 25
through 31. God would have
been upset if they had taken a
shortcut. Exodus 25:9 states, "Ac-
cording to all that I shew thee,
after the pattern of the taberna-
cle, and the pattern of all the in-
struments thereof, even so shall
yemakeit." God gave His people
a detailed blueprint for building
the sanctuary.

As the children of God, we
are now God's tabernacle. God
dwells within us and expects us
to live a specific way. Second
Peter 1:13-14 says, "Yea, I think it
meet, as long as I am in this ta-
bernacle, to stir you up by putt-
ing you in remembrance; Know-
ing that shortly I must put off this
my tabernacle, even as our Lord
Jesus Christ hath shewed me."

God has specific blueprints
for our lives. Where can you find
the blueprint for your life? Itisin
God's Word. Second Timothy
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3:14-17 reads: "But continue thou
in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast
learned them; And that from a
child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instructioninrigh-
teousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works."
The Holy Scriptures are the
blueprints or instructions for our
lives. Parents may say, "l wish
there was an instruction manual
on how to raise children." There
is—God's Word. If we put God
first, He will provide instructions
on how we are to handle things.
Many times, parents are too
quick to make decisions about
things concerning their children.
However, if we take the time to




pray and ask God for direction
and guidance, He will instruct us
so we can do things the right
way. Then, there will be no need
to go back and apologize to our
children. Every word of wisdom
is meant to build us up so we can
avoid sin and become firmly
rooted in Jesus Christ.

Discovering God's Blueprint

King Josiah loved the Lord
and wanted to follow God's plan.
Second Kings 22:1-2 says: "Josiah
was eight years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he reigned thir-
ty and one years in Jerusalem.
And his mother's name was Jedi-
dah, the daughter of Adaiah of
Boscath. And he did that which
was right in the sight of the
LORD, and walked in all the way
of David his father, and turned
not aside to the right hand or to
the left."

King Josiah did what was
right in God's eyes. He repaired
the temple and found the Holy
Scriptures. One day, Josiah senta
scribe named Shaphan to speak
to the high priest about restoring
the temple. Shaphan learned that
the Book of the Law (commenta-
tors suppose it was the original
writings of Moses from the Book
of Deuteronomy) had been dis-
covered in the temple. Verse 8
reads: "And Hilkiah the high
priest said unto Shaphan the
scribe, I have found the book of
the law in the house of the LORD.
And Hilkiah gave the book to
Shaphan, and he read it."

These scrolls were Scriptures
that may have been hidden for
protection from the prior reigns
of evil kings who were out to
destroy anything that had to do
with God. These Scriptures con-
tained warnings of what would
happen to God's people if they
disobeyed Hislaws. The last doc-
umented reading of God's Word
was 250 years earlier; so King
Josiah and the people may have
never seen or heard these laws.
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Verify what you are
doing by looking DAILY
at the blueprint.

Shaphan read God's blue-
prints, or words, out loud. Josiah
became aware that the nation of
Israel was sinful. Second Kings
22:11 says, "And it came to pass,
when the king had heard the
words of the book of the law,
that he rent his clothes." The king
set out to rebuild a healthy, spiri-
tual foundation for himself and
the kingdom by relying on God's
blueprints.

We need God's Word today.
Sometimes, we may get headed
in the wrong direction and not
realize we are off the blueprint.
When the blueprint is laid out
before us, we must take action.
When a builder of a building
projectlooks at the blueprint and
realizes he is off, he has a prob-
lem. What if he says: "That is all
right. We will figure it out"? It
could be a disaster. It is the same
with our spiritual lives. If we ig-
nore God's blueprint, we can
make an absolute disaster of our
lives.

In 2 Kings 23:4-20, you can
read how King Josiah immedi-
ately removed and burned down
all the shrines from the temples
used to worship idols. He did
away with the idolatrous priests,
destroyed the living quarters of
the prostitutes, and much more.
He even restored the Passover
and put things back in order,
according to the blueprints. You
may hear a message and think, "I
have not heard that before."
Bringing your Bible to church
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and following along with the
ministers are important.

The children of Israel had
strayed far from the blueprint
God had laid out for them. God
was merciful and had a leader
who wanted to serve Him. The
Lord used King Josiah, forgave
the children of Israel, and be-
came their God once again. Have
you strayed from the blueprint
for your life?

Verifying With the
Blueprint Daily

Have you ever bought some-
thing that needed to be put to-
gether and laid the instructions
to the side? You may have
reached a certain point and then
needed to pick up the instruc-
tions. Spiritually, if you are not
careful, you may feel: "I can han-
dle this situation. It is no big
deal. I have been serving God,
reading my Bible, and praying
for many years." Before you
know it, you are headed down
the wrong path, not even realiz-
ing it.

God will be faithful in bring-
ing a message to you. You have a
responsibility to take the infor-
mation God has given you and
either make a change or continue
following your own path. When
Josiah became the king and saw
that Israel was way off God's
plan, he got rid of everything
that hindered God's people. God
is faithful in telling you if some-
thing in your path will cause you
problems. What will you do
about it? When God shows you
something, you need to take care
of it because if you do not, you
will be off the blueprint and
headed in the wrong direction.
Before you know it, your spiri-
tual building will no longer be
sturdy. The minister may not
bring out your specific problem,
but God will be faithful to tell
you, "This is the problem; fix it."

Verifying what you are doing
with the blueprint is important
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by looking at it daily. What if a
builder only looked at the blue-
print at the beginning of the
building project and never
looked at it again? He would
forget something. We must con-
tinually look at God's Word to
ensure we stay on track. Itis easy
to get off track quickly. Without
God's Word, we would be with-
outdirection, instruction, and ev-
erything we need to handle life's
problems. When situations come,
we may ask ourself, "How do I
handle this?" The blueprint of
God's Word is there. God has
already given instructions for
that situation. We need to get
into the Book.

Sometimes, you can uninten-
tionally get off the blueprint by
letting up a little here and a little
there. You looked at the blue-
print last week and thought you
were still doing okay, but you
made some adjustments. You
decided to add this or add that
and got off track. The blueprints
are essential. They show us how
things should work. Have you
ever thought: "That is good
enough. It does not matter. That
will work"? It will not work
when it comes to building your
spiritual life.

If you build a building from
the ground up, you must first
make your foundation square. If
it is out of square, the entire
building will be off. If you start
right, you can end right. You
cannot expect to end right if you
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start your spiritual life by hold-
ing back on God. You cannot
start wrong and be right.

Once the foundation is com-
pletely square in your building
project, the next step is to lay the
wall boards on the footer. What
if you realize you cut a board
wrong? Do you say: "It will be all
right. It is only off by a half-
inch"? By the time you get to the
roof, you may be an entire foot
out of square. The little bitty
thing you thought was no big
deal in building your spiritual
life can destroy your influence
later on. People will look on and
say: "Wait a minute, the Church
of God teaches differently than
the way they are living."

Are You Deviating From
the Blueprint?

People are watching your life.
If you have been serving God for
a long time, people will start
gaining confidence in you. What
if you are not measured up in a
particular area or not reacting to
a situation the way a Christian
should act? How we treat people
and act when we get upset is
important. If someone pulls out
in front of you while driving, do
you blow the horn, throw up
your hands, and say, "What are
you doing?" Or do you slow
down and pull in behind them
withoutnegatively reacting? That
car could have saved you from
being in a severe accident down
the road.

How we act is important be-
cause we are a billboard for the
church. People watch you and
assume you are a representation
of the church. That ought to put
the fear of God on us to be sure
we are where we need to be.
Young people, how do you act
out in public? When you go to a
restaurant as a group, do the
waiters say, "Oh no, here comes
that church group again"? They
should see you coming and say:
"I love serving them. They leave
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good tips and are so polite."

If you follow God's blueprint,
you will be an example to others
of how a Christian should act.
We should be great witnesses of
what the Church of God stands
for. Consider the way you con-
duct yourself in the world. It
does not take much movement to
get off track. If you started in
New York City and headed in a
straight line, you would end up
at the top of California. How-
ever, if you turned a little, you
would end up in North Carolina.
A slight movement will change
your course. While driving a car,
if you turn a little, you could
change lanes.

You may not worry about a
specific thing in your Christian
life and feel it is unnecessary,
saying, "Why do I need to be so
caught up on making sure I do
this right or that right?" Where
will it take you? Where will you
end up? Turning slightly could
lead you in the wrong direction.
You may lose interest in the
things that were once important
to you.

You may say: "It is okay if I
miss a Wednesday night service.
I went twice on Sunday." Before
you know it, you will start miss-
ing all the Wednesday night and
Sunday night services. It is like
an old car; it starts missing be-
fore it quits. Many people start
missing and eventually get off
track.

A small amount of movement
can put you in a totally different
place. The devil would like to
pull you away from following
the blueprint by deviating a little
from God's plan. We should treat
God's people with respect and
call our brothers and sisters
"Brother" and "Sister." Our chil-
dren are following our example.
The little things are important. If
you deviate a little here and
there from God's plan, you could
stray so far from the blueprint
that you could end in a devil's
hell. That is scary!



| Following
God'’s blueprint
will take us to

Our Guide to the Blueprint

God provides the blueprint; it
is up to us to follow it. We are
people of choice. We do not have
to follow the blueprint. Isaiah
58:11 says, "And the LORD shall
guide thee continually, and sat-
isfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones: and thou
shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose
waters fail not." At the Grand
Canyon, guides will take you on
a donkey to the bottom on
switch-back trails to the river. If
you decide you do not need a
guide, you could end up in a bad
situation and fall over the side,
which could be fatal.

God has given us pastors to
guide us and explain the blue-
prints. You need a guide to show
you what the blueprints mean.
Your pastor provides guidance
and understanding. You can get
into a situation or state of luke-
warmness. You may go to
church, but just be sitting in the
seat. Even if you really want to
serve God, you feel you are get-
ting nothing from the services.
We need to ask God to give us
something from every service.

I heard a story about a
preacher who went somewhere
to preach. He took his little boy
with him and gave him a quarter
to put in the offering plate. On
the way out, the congregation
handed the preacher an enve-
lope, and he slid it into his pock-
et. As they drove away, the
preacher'ssonsaid, "Dad, whatis
in the envelope you put in your
pocket?" The preacher reached
into his pocket and pulled out the

envelope. It had a ten-dollar bill
and a quarter in it. He thought to
himself, "I drove all this way to
preach God's Word, and all they
gave me was a ten-dollar bill and
a quarter?"

His son said: "Dad, that is the
quarter I putin the offering plate.
We would have gotten more out
if we had put more in!" How can
we expect our services to be ex-
citing if all we do is come to
church, sit in a pew, and expect
to be fed? Do you pray for the
services? Some who come to
church have argued with their
spouse or children on the way to
church or have been thinking
about everything that happened
throughout the day. Maybe your
job was frustrating, and you are
worn out. You are not thinking
about the services at all. Then
you may wonder why you got
nothing from them. How much
did you put in?

God will continually guide
us, but we must do something. It
does no good for the pastor to
lead us if we refuse to follow. We
should not expect the pastor to
do all the work; he can only do
so much. We need to be there,
ready to do our part. Our part
may be to help set the table. The
song service sets the table for the
meal that is about to come. It is
important. If the pastor does all
the work, he will eventually wear
out. It takes the entire body of
Christ working together. When
the congregational singing goes
forth, get your songbook and
sing!

God's Blueprint
Does Not Change

It makes a difference in the
service if everyone puts their
whole hearts into it. One song
says, "I'll put my whole heart in
His service." You can become
bored if you fail to put your
whole heart into the service.
When I was young, I realized I
was having a hard time getting
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anything out of the services be-
cause I was putting nothing into
them. God will bless you when
you put your whole heart into
serving Him.

If you find you are off track
and missing the mark, God will
help you get back to following
the blueprint. As He did with the
children of Israel (He forgave
them over and over again), He
will give you another chance.
God will work with you, but you
must have a desire. I have heard
people say, "I have failed over
one thing so many times." Are
you doing it maliciously, or are
you struggling? Where is your
heart? Do you really want to
serve God?

When I struggled as a young
Christian, someone told me: "If
you continually stumble over
something and ask God to for-
give you, He will forgive you
because He wants you to do
good. Eventually, you will return
to that thing you struggle with
because God wants to see where
you are. Will you make it this
time?" God does not remove the
stumbling block. He leaves it
there for you to decide: Will you
take the stumbling stone and
make it a stepping stone? Will it
become a monument you can
build on? God will forgive you
and bring you back to the blue-
print. He will not change the
blueprint for you. His Word does
not change.

If we expect to reach Heaven,
we must follow God's blueprint.
If you build a building and ex-
pect to get paid for your work,
you must follow the blueprint.
There is only one way to get to
Heaven. You can make it if you
follow the guidance from God's
Word.

(Compact Disc TR-2463)

Brother Allen Borders is the
pastor of the Church of God
in Warrensville, NC.
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BIBLE STUDIES

T

HOW TO STUDY THE
SCRIPTURES

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.

Every new convert to Christianity has a natural
desire to study the Scriptures. Just as a newborn
baby's main focus is to obtain milk to supply his
needs, it is by reading and obeying the Word that
our needs are supplied (1 Peter 2:2). Many people
struggle with how to study. Some think they need
more education or time.

Acts 4:13 in the Amplified Bible says that Peter
and John were "uneducated and untrained [ordi-
nary] men." Both wrote books included in the
sacred canon of Scriptures, and John wrote one of
the most masterful pieces of writing —the Book of
Revelation. Salvation makes the difference.

Others take the approach that understanding
God's Word is merely for the ministry and have
never given much thought to personal and private
study. Our Scripture text contains an imperative
sentence, a direct command, a request, a warning,
and an instruction to STUDY.

Study comes from the Greek word spoudazo, a
verb that means "to be diligent, to make every
effort, to hasten, to be eager, and to be zealous." In
the Greco-Roman world, diligence was highly
valued, especially in educational and philosophical
contexts. Spoudazo would have been understood as
a call to action, urging people to pursue their duties
with dedication and seriousness. We cannot be lazy
when it comes to studying the Scriptures.

Study is "the devotion of TIME and ATTEN-
TION to acquiring knowledge on an academic
subject, especially by means of books; a DETAILED
investigation and analysis of a subject or situation;
a thing that is or deserves to be investigated." The
Word of God is more worthy than any other book
to be looked into! Study is the application of the
mind to the acquisition of knowledge, such as by
reading, investigation, or reflection. It is a personal
effort to gain knowledge.

Study is something you cannot do passively,
casually, or nonchalantly as you would a novel.
Reading the Word of God is important (1 Timothy
4:13), but reading is not necessarily studying.
Studying is involvement in the Word of God. To be
a good student in any field or practice, you must
study. A disciple (learner) of Jesus Christ must
study to live pleasing to Him.

THREE KEYS TO STUDY
1) Carefully and Prayerfully

Carefully means "avoiding potential danger,
mishap, or harm; cautious; done with or showing
thought and attention." John 16:13 says, "The Spirit
of truth . . . will guide you into all truth." The Bible
is our textbook, and the Holy Spirit is our teacher.
In Luke 24:45, Christ "opened . . . their understand-
ing." We need a humble and teachable spirit. When
we pray before reading and studying the Bible, we
acknowledge our need for the Holy Spirit's guid-
ance to help us interpret and apply the Word of
God to our lives. We cannot expect to receive a
blessing and revelation from the Lord if we are
careless.

John 5:39 says, "Search [or examine carefully]
the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me." Jesus
was not chastising the religious leaders for their
approachbut for their attitude. They were discount-
ing Christ's ministry and fulfillment of the prophe-
cies. God sees our attitude, and we must be careful
how we study the Bible.

First Peter 1:10 tells us the prophets "searched
diligently." They did not receive revelations pas-
sively; they actively sought to understand the mes-
sages they received. The Greek words exezétesan
(searched) and exeraunésan (investigated) suggest a
diligent and thorough inquiry. The prophets had a
deep desire to comprehend the full scope of God's
plan for salvation. Their careful investigation is an
example for believers to seek understanding and
wisdom earnestly.

We must view the Bible as the divinely inspired
Word of God and not as an ordinary literary com-
position. Psalm 19:7 reads, "The law of the LORD is
perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
LORDis sure, making wise the simple." God's Word
is great because it changes lives! Serving the Lord
and avoiding sinful habits that will destroy your
life is wise.

The Word of God is perfect, complete, and can-
not be improved upon. We cannot add to or take
away from it (Deuteronomy 4:2). "The Lord gave
the word" (Psalm 68:11), and "holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost"
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(2 Peter 1:21). Many authors wrote the Word of
God, but they all portray the beautiful plan of
salvation. God's Word is to be studied and obeyed,
not argued, scoffed at, or reasoned away. It is
forever settled (Psalm 119:89)!

Proverbs 30:5 says, "Every word of God is pure:
he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him."
Another translation says, "Every word of God is
flawless." Before reading the Scriptures, we must
have it settled that we will obey what we read. The
Bible is the WORD OF GOD! If God sees in our
hearts that we will not obey what we read, He will

withhold understanding from us. We must "do his
will" (John 7:17).

2) Contextually (Consider the Text and Context)

To understand the Scriptures, we must consider
the context or circumstances surrounding an event,
statement, or idea. Our text says, "rightly dividing,"
letting us know there is a wrong way to divide the
Scriptures. In the Greek, the "workman" is one "who
accurately handles." Paul instructed Timothy to
handle and interpret the Scriptures with precision
and care. We should consider the literal (what the
passage plainly says), grammatical (immediate sen-
tence and paragraph), historical (events narrated, to
whom it was addressed, and how it was under-
stood at the time), and synthetical (compare it to
other parts of the Scriptures) to interpret the Bible
correctly.

For example, when studying the New Testa-
ment, we must consider the Roman Empire's socio-
political climate and the Jewish people's sociorelig-
ious culture. Many were farmers and knew what it
meant for an ox to tread out the corn (1 Timothy
5:18). It symbolizes a ministry working through the
people. Studying the history will help you under-
stand the Scriptures in a greater way.

You cannot lift one Scripture and build a teach-
ing or gain understanding without running it
through the whole chapter and viewing it in light of
the whole Book. If something is truth, it will be
strengthened and backed by other Scriptures.
"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scrip-
ture is of any private interpretation" (2 Peter 1:20).
Private in the Greek means "separate." You cannot
separate verse, passage, word, text, or prophecy
from the greater scheme of the Scriptures.

For example, Acts 2:1 reads, "Now when the
day of Pentecost was fully come." The word
"church" is not in that verse. Pentecost means "fifty."
It was a festival of the Jews held fifty days after the
celebration of the Passover. Man without the Spirit
of God will take one verse out of context and pro-
mote false teachings.

If a passage of Scripture is difficult to under-

stand or seems to contradict another Scripture, we
must always assume the error is in our understand-
ing, not in the sacred writings. For every dark
saying in the Word of God, another verse will shed
light to make the truth more visible. The Word will
explain itself "line upon line" (Isaiah 28:10) and
"none shall want her mate" (Isaiah 34:16). We must
pray for God to bring understanding.

The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, the
New Testamentin Greek, and some Scriptures were
written in Aramaic. It is important to look up the
words in their original languages because they are
more expansive than our English. We have one
word for "love," but the Greek used several words:
agape, eros, philia, and storge. If you want to study
the subject of love, look up all the verses that use the
word love. There are many different types and
levels of love. The way I love pizza differs com-
pletely from how I love my wife.

Let us study the following verse. Ecclesiastes
7:29 reads, "Lo, this only have I found, that God
hath made man upright; but they have sought out
many inventions." Consider the word upright. Many
in the religious world teach that a child is born with
a sinful nature. Let us look at another Scripture that
can shed light on what the word upright means.
Proverbs 2:21 states, "For the UPRIGHT shall dwell
in the land, and the PERFECT shall remain in it."
Parallelism was a common Hebrew style of teach-
ing. A statement was made and then restated with
a comparison or parallel.

Understanding the nature of the Proverbs will
assist us in knowing that the upright and the perfect
are the same. The Hebrew word for upright means
righteous. Our study helped us see people are not
born with sin in their hearts because God made
them righteous and perfect. They become sinful
because "they have sought out [Isaiah 53:6 says,
'turned . . . to his own way'] many inventions [or
devices for evil (Amplified Bible)]."

3) Collectively

Collectively means "in conjunction with; com-
bined." Every Bible student should have good study
aids—nonsectarian materials that provide basic
facts and historical context— to use with the Word
of God. They are not more important; they do not
add to it but help define it. They must not promote
sectarian theology. In 2 Timothy 4:13, Paul said,
"The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when
thou comest, bring with thee, and the books [his
personal study materials and religious writings],
but especially the parchments [his personal notes]."

Before being executed, Paul requested the Word
of God and other study materials be brought to him
in prison. He had a habit of studying the Word of
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God. In Romans 15:4, Paul wrote, "For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope." The Scriptures
bring comfort! Consider Psalm 23. Verse 1 says,
"The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want." Paul
was going through a great trial and needed to read
God's precious promises.

The Thompson-Chain Reference Bible is a study
Bible published by the Kirkbride Bible Company.
The Thompson-Chain Reference system was de-
vised by its namesake, Doctor Frank C. Thompson,
in the early 1900s, but the original work began in
1890. Some men who attended church with Doctor
Thompson encouraged him to publish his Bible
with all the cross references and notes so others
could enjoy the blessing of his helpful study tools.
I believe this to be the best study Bible available
today. I use the fifth edition because it is the King
James translation.

Let me give you a practical application. Mat-
thew 6:24 reads: "No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon." The word
mammon is uncommon in our everyday conversa-
tions. Section 4452 of The Thompson-Chain Reference
Bible says mammon is "an Aramaic word in Greek
transliterated into English means riches, opulence
(or wealth)."

A dictionary defines mammon:"Wealthregarded
as an evil influence or false object of worship and
devotion." We can translate Matthew 6:24 in our
words, "You cannot serve God and money at the
same time." We can access dictionaries and a wealth
of knowledge on our cell phones. The Biblehub.com
is a good online study tool. Another resource is the
Life Application Study Bible.

Other translations of the Bible are helpful when
used in conjunction with the King James Version. The
Amplified Bible says: "No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon

vision of God's will for their lives, they are not only
dead spiritually; they are unrestrained and "run
wild."

Our Scripture textin the Amplified Version reads,
"Study and do your best to present yourself to God
approved, a workman [tested by trial] who has no
reason to be ashamed, accurately handling and
skillfully teaching the word of truth." It amplifies
(strengthens and supports) what the King James
Version states. The greatest translation is when an
individual is "translated" from a life of sin into the
"kingdom of his dear Son" (Colossians 1:13). When
this happens, Hebrews 10:16 says the Lord "will put
[His] laws into their hearts, and in their minds will
[He] write them."

Gathering together with God's people in a pub-
lic setting is necessary to gain an understanding of
the Scriptures. God uses men and women to reveal
and teach His truth (Ephesians 4:11-13). The minis-
try is commanded to "preach the word" (2 Timothy
4:2). Jeremiah 3:15 says God gives "pastors" to "feed
you with knowledge and understanding." We are
commanded to gather together (Hebrews 10:25).
We learn much about the Word from the commu-
nity of believers. As "iron sharpeneth iron" (Prov-
erbs 27:17), we sharpen and encourage each other.

Bible study is essential for spiritual growth and
maturation. It requires consistent reading, prayer,
understanding the context, using reliable resources,
and application. God wants to reveal His Word to
you, but it requires effort. Just as it is impossible to
sustain physical life without food and water, it is
impossible to maintain spiritual life without the
Word and the Spirit. We need our "daily bread"
(Matthew 6:11). How much of the Word are you
taking in each day?

Brother Reggie Stegmeier

Brother Reggie Stegmeier is the pastor of
the Church of God in Canby, OR.

[money, possessions, fame, status, or
whatever is valued more than the Lord]."
It amplifies the verse and often brings out
the Hebrew and Greek in parentheses.
The International Children's Bibleis another
good version. Each styles it differently en-
gaging our minds, bringing greater insight
and understanding into what God is try-
ing to reveal.

Proverbs 29:18 reads, "Where there is
no vision, the people perish: but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he." Perish
means to die; however, in this verse, the
Hebrew word for perish means "unre-
strained." The New Living Translation says,
"Run wild." When people do not have a

Every child of God,
Desires to take a look,

Into the written pages,

Of the precious Holy Book.

But frustration often comes,
When one begins to read,
For to find understanding,
Can prove difficult indeed.

How to Study the Scriptures

So, start out with prayer,
And an excellent attitude,
View the truth in context,
Mix in much gratitude.

With other study aids,

To define the descriptors,
Together we all can learn,
"How to Study the Scriptures."

Reginald James Stegmeier
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Spring Camp Meeting
June 15-22

Please join us for an old-fashioned
camp meeting at the Church of God,
at God's Acres in Newark, Ohio.

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Service

10:00 a.m. Morning Service

10:00 a.m. Children's Service (in the old barn)
3:00 p.m. Teaching Service
5:30 p.m. Youth Prayer Service (youth building)
6:00 p.m. Youth Service (youth building)
7:00 p.m. Evening Service

The saints of God prepare hot, homemade meals in
the church dining hall. Meals are reasonably priced. The dining
hall will be open for breakfast, lunch, supper, and following
the evening services. Rooms, dormitories,
bookstore, and so much more.

We invite you to come, bring
your Bible, and hear anointed
messages of truth.

INSPIRATIONAL SINGING ¢ HOLY GHOST PREACHING
DIVINE HEALING ¢ FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SAINTS

For further information contact:
Pastor Roger L. Decker
Telephone: 740-344-2543

Email: pastor@godsacres.us
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Answers
From
theBible

What Was Jesus
Speaking of in
Matthew 24:2?

Matthew 24:2 There shall not be
left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown down.

Herod's temple took forty-six
years to build (John 2:20) and cov-
ered somewhere between thirty and
thirty-five acres. Many of the white
marble stones in this temple were
enormous and plated with gold in be-
tween. The sun shining on this tem-
ple had a blinding, dazzling effect.
When the disciples marveled at
Herold's temple (Matthew 24:1), Je-
sus uttered a prophecy in verse 2.

Matthew's Gospel (written to the
Jews) uses terms more familiar to the
Hebrews. He called it "the abomina-
tion of desolation" (Matthew 24:15).
Luke's Gospel (written to Gentiles),
gives more understanding. "When ye
shall see Jerusalem compassed with
armies, then know that the desolation
thereof is nigh" (Luke 21:20).

This prophecy was fulfilled when
Prince Titus and the Roman army
surrounded Jerusalem (A.D. 70).
When the siege was complete, they
laid that structure level with the
ground. They wanted the gold be-
tween the marble stones. Therefore,
not one stone was left on another,
justas Jesus said. The famous Jewish
historian, Flavius Josephus, verified
it happened just as Jesus prophesied.

26

Why Is Studying the
Old Testament
Prophecy Important?

Much of the Old Testament is
comprised of prophetic writings. Un-
less we understand these principles
and rules and let the Spirit of God
give us insight and enlighten our un-
derstanding, a great deal of God's
Word is going to be closed to us and
merely viewed as history. God does
not want it closed. The seals are
loosed; understanding is being given.

Hosea 4:6 says, "My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge,"
but if you know the truth, John 8:32
tells us, "The truth shall make you
free." Truth will keep you free from
falsity and error, but to be kept free,
you must come to a "knowledge of
the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4).

Prophecy is a major portion of
God's eternal Word. Prophetic writ-
ings constitute a whole host of Bibli-
cal books, and it is necessary we un-
derstand the truth concerning those
writings. God, in His infinite wis-
dom, uses prophecy in a unique
manner. He considers it vastly im-
portant, and it is indeed sure. He de-
signed it "for our learning" (Romans
15:4).

Studying brings understanding
that prophecies are not to be relega-
ted to some point out in the future,
but they speak truths that are perti-
nent to us in the day and time in
which we live.
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Why Is Bible Study
Important?

When the patriarch Job de-
scribed truth, he used the terms "sil-
ver" and "gold," things that readily
relate to having great value and rar-
ity. Job 28:1 reads, "Surely there is a
vein for the silver, and a place for
gold where they fine it." Both the He-
brew and the Amplified Bible render
the word "vein" as "a mine."

We cannot be superficial in our
studies, but must get below the sur-
face and into this "mine." The Prov-
erb writer talked about the hidden
treasure Jesus alluded to in Matthew,
Chapter 13. Proverbs 2:1-4 says,
"My son, if thou wilt receive my
words, and hide my commandments
with thee; So that thou incline thine
ear unto wisdom, and apply thine
heart to understanding; Yea, if thou
criest after knowledge, and liftest up
thy voice for understanding; If thou
seekest her as silver . . . ." Silver is
sought for in a mine. Yet, he was not
talking about literal silver, but the
preciousness of what is denoted as
"my words" (verse 1).

Too many times, people's experi-
ences are shallow because they do
not get into the depths of God's eter-
nal Word. Ephesians 3:17 talks about
the importance of "being rooted and
grounded." We must put down some
spiritual roots. There has to be some
depth. The rest of Proverbs 2:4 in-
structs to search "for her as for hid
treasures." These "hid treasures" are
the truths of the Word that are in the
depth, below the surface, in the
mine. There is a grave danger in be-
ing superficial, shallow, and having
no depth in our experience.

Many people will not exert the
effort to understand anything that is
the least bit beyond the surface, but
God still instructs us in 2 Timothy
2:15 to "study." Why? So, we can be
"rightly dividing," so that we can be
"a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed."

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the
pastor of the Church of God
in Summersville, WV.



Upcoming Meetings

NEW CASTLE, IN
March 31-April 6

MEDINA, OH
April 7-13

WARRENSVILLE, NC
April 14-20

MT. PLEASANT, PA
April 19

April 20-27

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
April 21-27

MINERVA, OH
April 28-May 4

CANBY, OR
April 30-May 4

NEWTON, KS
May 7-11

KENSETT, AR
May 23-25

RevIvAL: Westwood Church of God, 1518 Railroad Street, New Castle, IN 47362
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:07 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS

For more information, contact: Pastor Allen Polston @ 765-521-8284

REevIVAL: Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, OH 44256

Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. Food will be provided
following the Friday night and Sunday morning services.

Evangelist: Brother Nathan Harding, Sierra Vista, AZ

For more information, contact: Pastor Mike Miller @ 234-249-9309

RevivAL: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Rd, Warrensville, NC 28693

Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Evangelists: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS & Brother Vern Plyler, Newark, OH
For more information, contact: Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

FELLowsHIP MEETING: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation following the service.
MOTELS: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the church.
Please mention that you are there for the church meeting.)
Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915 (on I-70W, 10 miles north of the church)
REvVIVAL: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Service times: Nightly 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. No service both Sunday evenings.
A meal will be served by the local congregation following the service on Sunday.
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS
For more information, contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey @ 724-547-2151

REVIVAL AND FELLOWSHIP MEETING: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Service times: Monday-Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.;
Saturday & Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Meals will be provided by the congregation following the services on Friday-Sunday.
Evening Evangelist: Brother Abraham Burton, O'Fallon, MO
For lodging or more information, contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders @ 304-872-4047

REVIVAL: Mt. Zion Church of God, 13353 Lincoln Street SE, Minerva, OH 44657
Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS

For more information, contact: Pastor Leamon Whitehead @ 330-868-1016

RevivAaL: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Avenue, Canby, OR 97013

Service times: Wednesday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Evangelists: Brother Steve & Sister Sheri Strelecky, Newark, OH

For more information, contact: Pastor Reggie Stegmeier @ 503-201-5622

REVIVAL: Church of God, 400 N Meridian Road, Newton, KS 67114
Service times: Wednesday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS

For more information, contact: Pastor Brandon Gonzalez @ 316-217-2696

FeLLowsHIP MEETING: Kensett Church of God, 409 Southeast 2™ Street, Kensett, AR 72082
Service times: Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Evangelist: Brother Timothy Wilson, Sylacauga, AL

For more information, contact: Pastor Calvin L. Foster @ 501-742-3961 or 501-593-5105
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