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On June 19, 2022 (Father's

Day), camp meeting will begin

here at God's Acres. It is time

for the saints to gather back on

the old campground to worship

God and to be with the wonder-

ful people of God. We are look-

ing forward to this special time

of year. Once again, we will be

afforded an opportunity to sit

together in heavenly places with

our brothers and sisters in

Christ. It will be a time to enjoy

rich fellowship in a godly at-

mosphere, away from the has-

sles of life. Our souls can be re-

freshed.

What a gracious privilege to

feast on the heavenly manna

from above and to share in the

good things God has for us. The

Lord is preparing a rich menu

for all those who attend. The

table the Lord sets will bring

encouragement and strength to

our hearts. Our spirits will be

enriched with greater wisdom,

light, and understanding from

God's Word. The Lord's pur-

pose is to challenge us to press

on in the great fight of faith. His

Word will inspire us to be true

and faithful to Him and to His

cause in these troublesome

times. He surely wants us to

keep our hearts focused on liv-

ing righteous lives.

Every year before camp

meeting convenes, there is

much work to be done. Build-

ings need to be cleaned, grass

needs to be mowed, flowers

need to be planted, and shrubs

need to be trimmed. The weeks

before camp meeting are always

a busy time around God's

Acres. Memorial Day is set

aside each year to clean up after

the winter months. Much labor

is put into the campground and

facilities to prepare for your

stay. Certainly, the appearance

of God's Acres is important, but

that is not our highest priority. 

Our greatest desire is to have

a spiritual atmosphere. We pray

for the Holy Spirit to be free to

work and do as He pleases in

the services. When He is in the

midst and having His way,

needy souls are able to find

help and hope. Camp meeting is

not only for the saints to have

their strength renewed and

their souls encouraged, it is also

a time for the lost and down-

trodden to get help. 

We live in troublesome

times. The forces of evil have

been turned loose against the

people of God. Satanic forces

are determined to destroy our

faith and defeat us if possible.

The devil's purpose is to turn all

true Christians away from the

path of holiness and righteous-

ness. Dear one, we need all the

godly instruction and direction

we can receive from the Lord.
[continued on page 26]
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2 Kings 20:12 At that time Bero-
dachbaladan, the son of Baladan,
king of Babylon, sent letters and a
present unto Hezekiah: for he had
heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

13 And Hezekiah hearkened un-
to them, and shewed them all the
house of his precious things, the
silver, and the gold, and the spices,
and the precious ointment, and all
the house of his armour, and all that
was found in his treasures: there was
nothing in his house, nor in all his
dominion, that Hezekiah shewed
them not.

14 Then came Isaiah the prophet
unto king Hezekiah, and said unto
him, What said these men? and from
whence came they unto thee? And
Hezekiah said, They are come from a
far country, even from Babylon.

15 And he said, What have they
seen in thine house? And Hezekiah
answered, All the things that are in
mine house have they seen: there is
nothing among my treasures that I
have not shewed them.

16 And Isaiah said unto Heze-
kiah, Hear the word of the LORD.

17 Behold, the days come, that

all that is in thine house, and that
which thy fathers have laid up in
store unto this day, shall be carried
into Babylon: nothing shall be left,
saith the LORD.

18 And of thy sons that shall
issue from thee, which thou shalt
beget, shall they take away; and they
shall be eunuchs in the palace of the
king of Babylon.

19 Then said Hezekiah unto
Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD

which thou hast spoken. And he
said, Is it not good, if peace and
truth be in my days?

Affinity With the Enemy

Brother Roger L. Decker

Babylon's Sympathy

In our Scripture text, the king
of Babylon heard that Hezekiah
had been sick. The first verse of
that chapter says Hezekiah was
"sick unto death." The king of
Babylon sent ambassadors with
letters and a present to show
appreciation and concern. Heze-
kiah was so overwhelmed that he
showed them all the treasures in
the house and where they were
stored.

Second Kings 20:14-15 reads:
"Then came Isaiah the prophet

unto king Hezekiah, and said
unto him, What said these men?
and from whence came they unto
thee? And Hezekiah said, They
are come from a far country,
even from Babylon. And he said,
What have they seen in thine
house? And Hezekiah answered,
All the things that are in mine
house have they seen: there is
nothing among my treasures that
I have not shewed them." This is
a picture of Babylon reaching out
with pity and sympathy for Hez-
ekiah. Hezekiah was so thrilled
over Babylon's concern that he

showed the messengers all the
treasure he had acquired since he
had been king. These events that
took place were wrong.

Hezekiah was thrilled that the
king of Babylon had showed such
concern for him. However, he
received a rebuke from the
Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah asked Hez-
ekiah, in so many words: "What
have you done? Who were these
people? What did you show
them?"

Hezekiah replied: "They were
from a far country, even Babylon.
I showed them all the treasures I
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have acquired."
In essence, the Prophet Isaiah

said: "Thus saith the Lord, there
will be a time when all those
treasures will be carried away in-
to Babylon. Also, your children
will become eunuchs and work
in Babylon."

One tool Babylon still uses to-
day is sympathy for God's peo-
ple. The voice of Babylon says:
"Does your pastor require all
that? He sounds like a dictator.
That is bondage. God doesn't
care that much. God looks at
your heart. He sees what you are
trying to do. He doesn't care how
you dress, as long as you dress
decently."

There is no place in the Bible
where you can find that God has
any sympathy for Babylon. If
Babylon could have been healed,
the Bible says God would have
healed her. The people caught up
in Babylon can be so nice and
treat you wonderfully. The peo-
ple in our Scripture text were
good to Hezekiah. They traveled
from a far country to visit him.
The king of Babylon sent those
messengers with letters saying
how sorry he felt for Hezekiah.
With those letters, he added a
gift. No doubt, those messengers
were the best the king had. They
were ambassadors who spoke for
the king.

My concern is not so much
about what people think, but
what God thinks. Many people
overlook or do not care what
God thinks. They are determined
to handle things their way. The
Bible says in Psalm 119:104,
"Through thy precepts I get un-
derstanding: therefore I hate ev-
ery false way."

Jehoshaphat's Affinity 
With Ahab

In 2 Chronicles 18:1-3 we
read of Jehoshaphat, who also
got mixed up. It says: "Now Je-
hoshaphat had riches and honour
in abundance, and joined affinity

with Ahab. And
after certain years
he went down to
Ahab to Samaria.
And Ahab killed
sheep and oxen for
him in abundance
[he had put God
first and God had
blessed him], and
for the people that
he had with him,
and persuaded him to go up with
him to Ramothgilead [or to
Syria]. And Ahab king of Israel
said unto Jehoshaphat king of
Judah, Wilt thou go with me to
Ramothgilead? And he answered
him, I am as thou art, and my
people as thy people; and we will
be with thee in the war." That
was the wrong statement. Of all
the people to get tangled up
with, Jehoshaphat got tangled up
with King Ahab.

In 1 Kings 16:30 you can read
what the Lord thought about
King Ahab. It reads, "And Ahab
the son of Omri did evil in the
sight of the LORD above all that
were before him." Then in verse
33, we read, "And Ahab made a
grove; and Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel
to anger than all the kings of Is-
rael that were before him." He
was not a good character for any-
one to get tangled up with, but
Jehoshaphat did.

Again, 2 Chronicles 18:1
reads, "Now Jehoshaphat had
riches and honour in abundance,
and joined affinity with Ahab."
Even though Jehoshaphat had
grown in riches, honor, and in-
fluence, he did not become any
wiser in his relationships with
wicked kings. He had married
his son Jehoram to Ahab's
daughter Athaliah. They had a
wedding to tie the two families
together. This brought about a
relationship that should not have
been. Verse 2 states, "And after
certain years he went down to
Ahab [he thought he would go
down and visit Ahab's family] to

Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep
and oxen for him in abundance
[because he was so thrilled to see
him], and for the people that he
had with him, and persuaded
him to go up with him to Ra-
mothgilead." 

Ramothgilead was held by
Benhadad, the king of Syria, and
Ahab had made a covenant with
him. In 1 Kings 20:34 we read,
"And Benhadad said unto him,
The cities, which my father took
from thy father, I will restore
[otherwise, he was going to give
them back to Israel]; and thou
shalt make streets for thee in Da-
mascus, as my father made in
Samaria. Then said Ahab, I will
send thee away with this cove-
nant. So he made a covenant with
him, and sent him away." 

In essence, the king of Syria
said: "I am going to make a cove-
nant with you. I am going to re-
turn this property which had
been taken away from you." Ra-
mothgilead had belonged to Is-
rael. In the treaty, it was stipu-
lated that it should be restored to
Israel. However, this was not
being done, so Ahab had an ex-
cuse to go into Ramothgilead and
restore the property that be-
longed to Israel because Syria
had done nothing in the covenant
to restore it.

Before Ahab would go into
battle against Syria, he wanted
someone whom God had blessed
to go with him. Therefore, Ahab
formed a confederacy with Judah
and determined to take Ramoth-
gilead by force. Remember, Je-
hoshaphat had abundance, hon-
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or, riches, and influence; so Ahab
wanted him to help with the en-
emy. Israel and Judah had been
separated since the death of Solo-
mon. One was a northern king-
dom, Israel, and the other was a
southern kingdom, Judah. Ahab
was king of Israel, and Jehosha-
phat was king of Judah.

Enemies Unite Against Christ

Isaiah 8:12 tells us, "Say ye
not, A confederacy, to all them to
whom this people shall say, A
confederacy; neither fear ye their
fear, nor be afraid." In other
words, "Do not join in their pur-
poses to form a confederacy."
The reason they should not form
an alliance is found in verse 13,
which reads, "Sanctify the LORD

of hosts himself; and let him be
your fear, and let him be your
dread." Here the Prophet Isaiah
exhorted the nation to put confi-
dence in the Lord rather than in
men.

Matthew 16:1 states, "The
Pharisees also with the Saddu-
cees came, and tempting desired
him that he would shew them a
sign from heaven." Although the
Sadducees and the Pharisees
could not agree (the Pharisees
held to every letter of the law,
and the Sadducees did not be-
lieve in angels or in the Resurrec-
tion), they united against Christ,
to whom they bore a merciless
hatred. They remained at odds
over doctrine, but they laid down
their differences long enough to
put Jesus on the Cross.

We read in Acts 23:1-8: "And
Paul, earnestly beholding the
council, said, Men and brethren,
I have lived in all good con-
science before God until this day.
And the high priest Ananias
commanded them that stood by
him to smite him on the mouth.
Then said Paul unto him, God
shall smite thee, thou whited
wall: for sittest thou to judge me
after the law, and commandest
me to be smitten contrary to the

law? And they that stood by said,
Revilest thou God's high priest?
Then said Paul, I wist not, breth-
ren, that he was the high priest:
for it is written, Thou shalt not
speak evil of the ruler of thy peo-
ple.

"But when Paul perceived
that the one part were Saddu-
cees, and the other Pharisees, he
cried out in the council, Men and
brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son
of a Pharisee: of the hope and
resurrection of the dead I am
called in question. And when he
had so said, there arose a dissen-
sion between the Pharisees and
the Sadducees: and the multitude
was divided. For the Sadducees
say that there is no resurrection,
neither angel, nor spirit: but the
Pharisees confess both."

There were two prevalent
groups of people in the days of
Jesus Christ who were in dissen-
sion with each other. They were
not together on their beliefs, but
they were together in their cause
of crucifying Jesus Christ. Today,
ones are laying down their dif-
ferences long enough to fight
against the truth. There is no
gray area, and the battle lines are
getting clearer every day. We are
getting closer to the Second Com-
ing of Christ. There is no middle
ground. Jesus said in Matthew
12:30, "He that is not with me is
against me [there is no in be-
tween]; and he that gathereth not
with me scattereth abroad."
There are two types of people;
there is no third type. You are
either gathering or scattering.

"Be Not Deceived"

Most of the New Testament,
which was written to Christians,
gives warning after warning of
the importance of not being de-
ceived. Let me point you to some
verses where the word deceived is
used. Luke 21:8 says, "And he
[Jesus] said, Take heed that ye be
not deceived: for many shall
come in my name, saying, I am

Christ; and the time draweth
near: go ye not therefore after
them." Romans 7:11 states, "For
sin, taking occasion by the com-
mandment, deceived me, and by
it slew me." First Corinthians 6:9
reads: "Know ye not that the un-
righteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not de-
ceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef-
feminate, nor abusers of them-
selves with mankind." Then, in
1 Corinthians 15:33, we read, "Be
not deceived: evil communica-
tions corrupt good manners."
Galatians 6:7 states, "Be not de-
ceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap."

It is possible to be deceived.
We know this because the Apos-
tle Paul warned over and over,
chapter after chapter, to "be not
deceived." He wrote in Romans
16:17-18: "Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them. [This
was written by the Apostle Paul.
These sayings are throughout the
Bible.] For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive
the hearts of the simple."

Paul was warning the Ro-
mans to avoid those who taught
contrary to the Word of God.
Ones were teaching justification
by the works of the law. Others
were teaching the observance of
Jewish customs, such as abstain-
ing from meat and keeping the
ceremonial law. They taught it
was necessary for salvation.
Some were giving heed and oth-
ers were not. There was a divi-
sion going on, and Paul warned
them, "Mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine." Do not sympathize
with those involved with divi-
sion.

Jesus said in Matthew 10:16,
"Behold, I send you forth as
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sheep in the midst of wolves: be
ye therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves." The
phrase "as sheep in the midst of
wolves" means Jesus is sending
us out into a cold, unfriendly,
and cruel world. He said to be
"wise as serpents." Serpents have
always been emblems of wisdom
and cunning craftiness. We read
in Genesis 3:1, "Now the serpent
was more subtil than any beast of
the field which the LORD God
had made." We are going into a
world, according to Jesus, that is
selfish, cruel, and against Christ.
He is saying, "Stay harmless as a
sheep, but be wise as a serpent,
and do not let the world affect
you."

"Truth at All Costs"

We need to be especially
careful not to fall into a trap the
devil would like to ensnare us in.
The Pharisees and the Sadducees
were constantly trying to ensnare
Jesus. They were at odds with
each other, but they unified
against Jesus. You may have to
stand against someone who may
be the closest to you. You may
have to stand against your rela-
tives, your close friends, or your
brothers and sisters. That is how
close it gets. We cannot afford to
compromise the truth just to get
along with people. Martin Luther
said: "Peace if possible. Truth at
all costs."

Both Hezekiah and Jehosha-
phat were reproved. In 2 Chroni-
cles 18:3-8 we read: "And Ahab
king of Israel said unto Jehosha-
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go
with me to Ramothgilead? And
he answered him, I am as thou
art, and my people as thy people;
and we will be with thee in the
war. And Jehoshaphat said unto
the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray
thee, at the word of the LORD to
day. Therefore the king of Israel
gathered together of prophets
four hundred men, and said unto
them, Shall we go to Ramoth-

gilead to battle, or shall I for-
bear? And they said, Go up; for
God will deliver it into the king's
hand. 

"But Jehoshaphat said, Is
there not here a prophet of the
LORD besides, that we might en-
quire of him? And the king of
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat,
There is yet one man, by whom
we may enquire of the LORD: but
I hate him; for he never prophe-
sied good unto me, but always
evil: the same is Micaiah the son
of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said,
Let not the king say so [or do not
run down the man of God]. And
the king of Israel called for one of
his officers, and said, Fetch
quickly Micaiah the son of Imla."

The Prophet Micaiah was sent
for, and at first, he agreed to
what the four hundred other
prophets said, that they would
have victory. However, a man
who is truly God's prophet will
tell the truth. Verse 12 reads,
"And the messenger that went to
call Micaiah spake to him, say-
ing, Behold, the words of the
prophets declare good to the
king with one assent; let thy
word therefore, I pray thee, be
like one of theirs, and speak thou
good." In other words, he was
saying: "Do not stir up the king
and make him mad. Agree with
those other prophets and every-
thing will be fine." So he did, but

Ahab did not believe the Prophet
Micaiah when he agreed with the
other prophets. Eventually, the
Prophet Micaiah told him the
truth, which enraged Ahab. So
Ahab sent the prophet back to the
governor with orders to put him
in prison.

Here we see four types of
reactions. First, there are those
who seek the truth. Micaiah be-
lieved in the existence of the
truth, prayed for its teachings,
and was determined to follow its
leading. Then there are those
who oppose the truth. Verse 23
says, "Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah . . . smote Micaiah
upon the cheek." They ridicule
and oppose the representative of
the truth. Next, there are those
who disobey the truth. Although
Jehoshaphat believed the Prophet
Micaiah and mightily defended
his character, he would not with-
draw from Ahab. He was tied
into that family. Last, there are
those who are alarmed by the
truth. Ahab was troubled. He
was afraid of the results of the
prophecy, and he tried to escape
it by using trickery and changing
clothes to disguise himself.

Thank the Lord, there are
ones today who love the truth,
seek the truth, and live the truth.
Those who want the truth are
coming to the truth. We should
do all we can to help them find
the truth. Those who have a de-
sire to know more truth are the
ones we want to reach out to.
Those who are going away from
the truth show they are not inter-
ested in it, and they are satisfied
without it. We need to stay away
from such, or we may get moved
off of our stand.

The Enemy Is Subtle

Division is wrong. It shows a
divided Christ, and it brings con-
fusion. One check you can use is
their testimony. Is it the same as
it used to be? Someone may say,
"They act sweet, and they treat
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me so good." How would you
expect them to treat you? Do you
think they are going to tell you
they are going to proselyte you?
No, they are going to reach out to
you with kindness. The sugar
will drip from their mouth, so to
speak. When you speak the Word
of God, that sugar will turn to
vinegar.

Some people who mess
around with Babylon have a
problem. Instead of getting their
problem straightened out, they
take it with them to Babylon,
which is right there to console
them. There are those who speak
well, but they act ill. When you
are around them, God is faithful
and He will trouble your spirit.
They are a bad influence. They
lead astray by subtlety.

In Genesis 3:1 we read: "Now
the serpent was more subtil than
any beast of the field which the
LORD God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of ev-
ery tree of the garden?" This hap-
pens when you get around some
people in Babylon. They question
you, asking: "Did God say that?
Did God say you could not do
that?" Eve fell right into a conver-
sation with the enemy and got
into trouble. She looked at the
fruit and desired it.

God is sorting out the wheat
from the chaff. Church of God,
we need to get closer to God.
God is exposing things that exist
in the hearts of some people.
Jeremiah 51:33 says, "For thus
saith the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel; The daughter of Baby-
lon is like a threshingfloor, it is
time to thresh her: yet a little
while, and the time of her har-
vest shall come." We are in a time
in which the Lord is showing
who is really on the Lord's side.
The gray area is gone. You are
either in the Lord's camp, or you
are lodging in the enemy's camp.

King Ahab tried to use trick-
ery in the battle with Syria. He
changed his wardrobe with Je-

hoshaphat, but an arrow shot at
random, certainly guided by
God, took his life. In 2 Chronicles
19:1-3 we read: "And Jehosha-
phat the king of Judah returned
to his house in peace to Jerusa-
lem. And Jehu the son of Hanani
the seer went out to meet him,
and said to king Jehoshaphat,
Shouldest thou help the ungodly,
and love them that hate the
LORD? therefore is wrath upon
thee from before the LORD. Nev-
ertheless there are good things
found in thee, in that thou hast
taken away the groves out of the
land, and hast prepared thine
heart to seek God." From then on,
Jehoshaphat stayed away from
Ahab's house.

"Come Out of Her, My People"

Again, in 2 Kings 20:14-18 we
read: "Then came Isaiah the
prophet unto king Hezekiah, and
said unto him, What said these
men? and from whence came
they unto thee? And Hezekiah
said, They are come from a far
country, even from Babylon. And
he said, What have they seen in
thine house? And Hezekiah an-
swered, All the things that are in
mine house have they seen: there
is nothing among my treasures
that I have not shewed them.
And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah,
Hear the word of the LORD. 

"Behold, the days come, that
all that is in thine house, and that
which thy fathers have laid up in
store unto this day, shall be car-
ried into Babylon [by the ones
you showed all that you have]:
nothing shall be left, saith the
LORD. And of thy sons that shall
issue from thee, which thou shalt
beget, shall they take away; and
they shall be eunuchs in the pal-
ace of the king of Babylon."

Did this happen? We read in
Daniel 1:1-2: "In the third year of
the reign of Jehoiakim king of Ju-
dah came Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and
besieged it. And the Lord gave

Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, with part of the vessels of
the house of God: which he car-
ried into the land of Shinar to the
house of his god; and he brought
the vessels into the treasure
house of his god." It came to pass.

You cannot satisfy friends
and relatives above the truth of
God's Word. Now, we absolutely
are not to mistreat people. God's
people do not abuse others. How-
ever, you are not mistreating peo-
ple when you say, "I am not inter-
ested" and "I am not going to go."
Ones are always attempting to
get you to go another way.

If you have a need, I encour-
age you to bring it to God in
prayer and get victory over it.
Friend, you cannot go along with
half the victory. Be careful not to
get depressed, discouraged, and
sad. If there is something trou-
bling you, deal with it, and you
will feel so much better. It is
amazing what a little talk with
Jesus will do. Be especially care-
ful of the spirit of deception. That
deceptive spirit will hover
around those who are trying to
live right and be obedient. It will
try to get you to veer to the left or
to the right instead of staying
grounded in the middle of truth.
God told Joshua when He called
him: "Do not veer from the Word
of God. Stay with it." When you
stay with the Word of God, you
can rest assured that as God
stayed with Joshua, He will stay
with you and me. 

God was hard on Babylon.
There is not a Scripture in the
Bible where He reached out to
Babylon. Revelation 18:4 says,
"Come out of her, my people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins."
Why would God call His people
out of Babylon if there was noth-
ing wrong with it? God is calling
ones out of Babylon. When God
calls you out, He wants you to
stay out, just like anything else
He calls you out of.

(Compact Disc TR-2412)
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Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the ev-
idence of things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a
good report.

3 Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which
are seen were not made of things

which do appear.
4 By faith Abel offered unto God

a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts: and by it he being dead yet
speaketh.

5 By faith Enoch was translated
that he should not see death; and

was not found, because God had
translated him: for before his trans-
lation he had this testimony, that he
pleased God.

6 But without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he that com-
eth to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.

Brother Allen Polston

The Knowledge of the Truth

We have been blessed with
many opportunities to come to
God. Everyone needs to come to
God initially for salvation, and
also to stay saved and make spir-
itual progress. God did not save
anyone to leave them in a sta-
tionary position. He has saved
you to work through your life
and use you. He wants you to
grow and expand in the things of
God. To do that successfully and
have victory, you must come to
God.

There is a vast difference be-
tween attending a church service
and coming to God. You can go
in and out the doors of any
church building and yet not real-

ly come to God. God wants you
to come to Him. The Bible is full
of invitations from God bidding
ones to come to Him. We read in
1 Timothy 2:3-4: "For this is good
and acceptable in the sight of
God our Saviour; Who will have
all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth." 

Are you saved? If not, God
would like for you to be saved.
The fact is, there is no salvation
in any other but Jesus Christ. If
you desire to be saved from the
life of sin, then you must come to
God. It is important to come to
God to be saved, and it is also
important to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth. Once you are
saved, God wants you to start
accumulating knowledge. He

gives pastors and other ministers
to feed you with knowledge and
understanding. 

We must be reminded of and
renewed in the things of God on
a regular basis. Someone may
say, "I have a good understand-
ing of the truth." However, you
need to be renewed on a regular
basis because there is a force that
is always working to take that
knowledge away from you. The
devil would rather you not retain
any knowledge. It is not enough
to get saved and go through the
motions of worship. We need to
stay where the truth is, or we will
lose it. 

Are you gaining more and
more truth? Sinners need to be
saved, and Christians need to
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gain a knowledge of the truth.
The devil tells people: "You have
gone too far" or "You have been
too bad" or "You have been away
too long to be saved." The devil
is a liar and the father of lies.
God wants you to be saved.

Jesus gave this invitation in
Matthew 11:28-29: "Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls." Sin is
a heavy load. Even the burdens
of life can get heavy. God says,
"Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest."

The prophets also sounded
forth the call for men and women
to come to God. Isaiah 55:1 reads,
"Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money
and without price." The word ho
means "stop for a minute." Peo-
ple need to stop the madness and
stop planning to sin. Isaiah said
to stop and think about the path
you are on.

Whosoever Will May Come

The Gospel invites you to a
comprehensive package. Not
only can your thirsty soul be
quenched, but your hungering
heart can be satisfied. You can
have joy and be strengthened to
stand for what is right. The Reve-
lation writer said in Revelation
22:17: "And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely."

If you will be honest, if you
are not saved, you are not wor-
shiping and living as you ought
to live. God's Spirit will be true
and faithful to you. He will bid
you to come to that which is

right. He said, "The Spirit and the
bride say, Come." That is why the
church makes calls and sends out
invitations to the camp meetings
and the worship services. We are
bidding people to come.

Without additional instruc-
tions, some might think coming
to God is a matter of individual
interpretation. In fact, that is the
position of many in our world
today. Coming to God is some-
thing they have interpreted to
their own liking. Perhaps you
have heard people use the ex-
pression, "Well, I had a come-to-
Jesus moment." What they are
saying is, "I had a strong feeling,
and it seemed as though every-
thing fell into place." Coming to
God consists of more than what
most people have been misled to
believe. Either you are a sinner in
need of salvation, or you are a
saint looking to make spiritual
progress.

Hebrews, Chapter 11, can be
beneficial in providing valuable
information and inspiration. The
Bible places a premium on faith.
This is not some big revelation to
the Christian. Our text tells us,
without faith it is impossible to
please God. There are different
ways the Bible speaks to us.
Sometimes, it says something,
then immediately, it will expand
and explain. That is what He-
brews 11:6 does. It says, "But
without faith it is impossible to

please him," and then it says, "He
that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently
seek him."

Through His Word, God in-
vites His human creation to come
to Him, be saved, and get a
knowledge of the truth. He wants
us to come and obtain that com-
prehensive package and be filled
with joy and strength. There are
particulars we must consider re-
garding coming to God. We can-
not come to God any old way we
please. It is not in the way we
happen to interpret it. God's
Word specifies how we can come
to God. He said: "He that cometh
to God must . . . ." He did not say
maybe it will be this way or per-
haps you may take this line of
approach. I want to encourage
you, if there is something in your
life that you need God's help
with, come to God as soon as He
speaks to you.

Understanding 
Comes by Faith

Let us study these Scriptures
in Hebrews, Chapter 11. The He-
brew writer mentioned Creation
in verse 3. Then we read about
Abel and Enoch, brethren who
lived before the Flood. We read
about Noah, who took mankind
through the Flood, and various
other individuals who lived after
that time period. If we are going
to line up with these individuals,
we too must live by faith, which
is required to please God. 

Hebrews 11:3 says, "Through
faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are
seen were not made of things
which do appear." It is through
faith we understand. When un-
derstanding comes, faith starts to
work in a person's life.

Consider the man in Proverbs
7:7 who was "void of understand-
ing." The Bible says he was en-
ticed by an evil force. He did not
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have understanding or he would
not have been by the harlot's
corner. Because he was void of
understanding, he wandered off
down by the harlot's corner and
then he became involved. When
a person does not have any un-
derstanding, they can be easily
misled. It is through faith we
understand.

According to Hebrews 11:3,
the worlds were framed by the
Word of God. What is impossible
to man is possible with God. I am
so glad we have a God who can
help us, even if a situation in life
looks impossible. God can do
what otherwise would be impos-
sible. When you realize your
situation can be changed for the
better, that is the understanding
which faith brings.

God wants people to realize
their situations do not have to
stay that way. Whatever you are
dealing with, the devil would
like for you to think it is a hope-
less case. Through faith, we un-
derstand God can move. Human-
ity says the formation of the
world took billions of years.
Many believe it took billions of
years for the things we have now
to develop, evolve, and produce.
The Bible says the worlds were
framed by the Word of God. 

Through faith, your situation
can change much faster than the
devil would like for you to be-
lieve. He wants you to think you
are stuck in your circumstance
and there will be no progress or
advancement. He will tell you
your relationship situation will
never work out, or you will
never get through this trial. The
devil wants you to think your
trial is permanent, but it is not
permanent. Through faith, we
understand God can do the im-
possible.

God Can Move Quickly

God can do what man cannot
even think about doing, and God
can do it very quickly. May God

help your faith to be inspired.
You may have many undesirable
things in your life. Through faith,
God can change those things, and
it does not have to take many
years. God can inspire you to
step out by faith, and He can
quickly move on situations. It
should not be, "Well, I have tried
everything else, so now I will try
God." Through faith, you can ad-
vance and be strengthened. This
can be the time you settle things
and get on fire for God. You can
be a pillar in the church. You can
take your stand for what is right
through faith because without
faith, it is impossible to please
God.

Hebrews 11:4 says, "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying
of his gifts: and by it he being
dead yet speaketh." This is a pic-
ture of one person who pressed
through and one who did not.
You should not think that what
happens in someone else's life
could not happen in your own
life. The Bible says Abel pressed
through and "obtained witness
that he was righteous."

When you are looking for
God to move, make sure you are
living right. When I pray with
people at an altar, one of the first
things I make sure of is there is
nothing in their life that could
hinder their prayer. There should
be nothing wrong or out of place.
By faith, we can obtain witness
that we are right with God. Even
if others do not press through,
we can still be in a place where
God will move. God is able to
move on situations.

Jesus said in Luke 10:18, "I
beheld Satan as lightning fall
from heaven." He was not saying
that the devil was once in Heav-
en. No, He was essentially say-
ing: "I saw Satan lose his grip on
you and on the situation. It hap-
pened as lightning falls from
heaven." Lightning strikes hap-

pen quickly. It flashes, you see it
for a second or two, and then it is
gone. It does not take hours or
days for lightning to flash. God is
able to do amazing things. He
can address and remedy your
situation more quickly than con-
ventional human wisdom would
suggest.

Through faith, we are given
hope a solution has arrived and
is available. I get notifications on
my phone whenever I have or-
dered something online that say,
"Your package is being delivered
today." Likewise, when we get an
inward notification from God
that He has something for us, we
ought to come to God and receive
it by faith. We are living in a
world where religion does not
believe you can be righteous. We
must make sure our life is clear
before God first. Then we can
seek God to move on situations.

Divine Intervention

Hebrews 11:5 reads, "By faith
Enoch was translated that he
should not see death; and was
not found, because God had
translated him: for before his
translation he had this testimony,
that he pleased God." Normally,
when a person comes to the close
of their life, they die. Hebrews
9:27 states, "And as it is appoint-
ed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment." That is not
what happened to Enoch. The
Bible says, "By faith Enoch was
translated." There was some di-
vine intervention that took place.

Many times, we need divine
intervention. Since I have been
saved and living for God, there
have been times I needed divine
intervention. I needed God's help
in a special way beyond what it
would normally take. That is
where we find Enoch. The Lord is
not limited by the boundaries
established by man, their intelli-
gence, their theories, or their sta-
tistics. Consider the time Jesus
took a little boy's lunch and fed
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the multitude. He was not lim-
ited by the restrictions of the
laws of nature or by the guide-
lines of men. When He walked
on the water, He was not limited
by what normally happens when
someone walks on the water. He
is able to divinely intervene.

Ephesians 3:20-21 says: "Now
unto him that is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us,
Unto him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen."
By faith, we can come to God for
the things we need. The Bible
lines out the way man must fol-
low to come to God.

Hebrews 11:6 tells us, "He
that cometh to God must believe
that he is." First, we must believe
that God is, not just that He was
or that He will be. That opens the
door to more accountability in
our lives. Real faith believes God
is. God is in your car when you
are driving, and God is at your
house. Real faith does not believe
God is limited to one place. I
have invited people to church
before who have said, "If I go
there, the roof will fall in." They
say there will be a calamity if
they go to church. They believe
that is the only place where they
are accountable before God. They
do not have real faith.

Do You Believe God Is? 

Real faith says that God is,
not just in Heaven, but in earth
and everywhere. Isaiah 66:1 says,
"Thus saith the LORD, The heaven
is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool." I am convinced there
are many who do not believe that
God is because they go places, do
things, and make allowances for
things which are not acceptable
to God. God is in the little hud-
dles we gather in. God is there
when you post something on
social media. God is in all areas.
Real faith believes that God is.

Many people only believe
God was. They read the stories in
the Bible, and they believe God
parted the Red Sea. When you
really believe that God is, it will
cause you to make adjustments
to the way you are living. You
will not go somewhere in secret
to destroy a brother or a sister
because God is there. When you
really believe that God is, you
will not sit down and watch
something filthy which defiles
you. It will even have an impact
on what you listen to on the ra-
dio. The Proverb writer said in
Proverbs 15:3, "The eyes of the
LORD are in every place, behold-
ing the evil and the good." God
is, and "he that cometh to God
must believe that he is."

Psalm 139:1-12 says: "O LORD,
thou hast searched me, and
known me. Thou knowest my
downsitting and mine uprising,
thou understandest my thought
afar off. Thou compassest my
path and my lying down, and art
acquainted with all my ways. For
there is not a word in my tongue,
but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it
altogether [that should make you
think about what you say]. Thou
hast beset me behind and before,
and laid thine hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful
for me; it is high, I cannot attain
unto it. 

"Whither shall I go from thy
spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I
make my bed in hell, behold,
thou art there. If I take the wings
of the morning, and dwell in the
uttermost parts of the sea; Even

there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me. If I
say, Surely the darkness shall
cover me; even the night shall be
light about me. Yea, the darkness
hideth not from thee; but the
night shineth as the day: the
darkness and the light are both
alike to thee."

God is in the night; God is in
the day; God is in the ocean; God
is in the air; God is in the low
places; and God is in the high
places. If you come to God and
expect to obtain results, you must
have faith, and faith says, "God
is." What if you come before God,
wherever that may be, and in the
back of your mind while you are
praying and asking God for your
needs, you are planning on en-
gaging in something sinful be-
cause the flesh is calling? God is
in those places too. Your prayer
will not avail anything. You will
not get anywhere with God.

The Hebrew writer said in
Hebrews 4:13, "But all things are
naked [or revealed] and opened
unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do." The psalmist said
in Psalm 121:4, "Behold, he that
keepeth Israel shall neither slum-
ber nor sleep." The question is,
Do you believe God is? If you are
going to have access to God
through faith, you must believe
that God is.

Having Real Faith

Someone may say: "Where is
God? I do not see Him in a physi-
cal form anywhere." You are not
going to see God in a physical
form. There was a period in time
when Jesus Christ was here on
this earth in a robe of flesh. The
Son of God was God in a physical
form, but He is not in that form
anymore. If we cannot see Him,
how can He exist? We cannot see
Him through eyes of flesh be-
cause the Bible says God is a
Spirit. That is how He can be
everywhere. We believe that God
is through the eyes of the Spirit.
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There is no alternative. Those
brethren mentioned in the role
call of faith in Hebrews had to
believe that God is. If you believe
God is in one place but not in
another, that is not real faith.

Real faith can access the di-
vine intervention of God, which
is how things are accomplished
that otherwise are impossible.
That is how things out of the nor-
mal can occur in your life. It is
not normal for a person to come
to God bound by drugs and walk
away free from that addiction.
That is what happened to me. I
came to God bound by drugs, but
walked away unbound. I never
had to use drugs again. God is
able to save anyone, no matter
what wayward lifestyle that per-
son may be bound with.

Romans 10:6-8 says: "But the
righteousness which is of faith
speaketh on this wise, Say not in
thine heart, Who shall ascend
into heaven? (that is, to bring
Christ down from above:) Or,
Who shall descend into the deep?
(that is, to bring up Christ again
from the dead.) But what saith it?
The word is nigh thee, even in
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we
preach." 

In other words, do not have
the mentality God is in Heaven
and someone needs to bring Him
down to earth for Him to know
what is happening. Do not have
the mentality God is far away or
is no longer living, and someone
has to bring Him back from the
grave. That is not the way it is.

The Apostle Paul was quoting
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14. It
reads: "For this commandment
which I command thee this day,
it is not hidden from thee, neither
is it far off. It is not in heaven,
that thou shouldest say, Who
shall go up for us to heaven, and
bring it unto us, that we may
hear it, and do it? Neither is it
beyond the sea, that thou should-
est say, Who shall go over the sea
for us, and bring it unto us, that

we may hear it, and do it? But
the word is very nigh unto thee,
in thy mouth, and in thy heart,
that thou mayest do it." 

Real faith does not put God in
some faraway, remote place. Real
faith does not put Him up in
Heaven and limit Him there, nor
does it put Him in the deep or in
the grave. Real faith says God is
everywhere.

I am convinced the reason
some think they can get away
with things is because they do
not believe God is. How can they
do some things if they really be-
lieve God is right there observing
and taking account of what they
are doing? Their faith has come
under attack. It begins to waver
until they do not really believe
that God is there, but He is.

Diligently Seeking God

Again, Hebrews 11:6 states,
"But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him." Not
only must you believe God is,
but you must also believe that He
is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him. 

If I were diligently seeking
someone, I would not be sitting
in a corner folding my hands. As
parents, sometimes we diligently
seek one of our children. When
we do, we put effort into it. If we
believe God is a rewarder of
them who diligently seek Him,
we are going to put effort into
diligently seeking Him. If you
believe He is going to reward
you for something, you are going
to seek Him by actively pursuing
Him. The devil may say it will
avail nothing, but real faith says,
"Oh yes, it will!" Furthermore,
you will be interested in finding
out what God's position is on
things. 

When I first saw my beautiful
wife, I began to diligently seek
her. I did not run the other way

whenever she was around. Wher-
ever she went, I followed her. I
wanted to find out what she liked
and what she did not like. What
she did not like, I did not keep
doing. Diligently seeking in-
volves effort and means you are
interested. "God, what do You
think about this outfit?" or "God,
what do You think about how I
present myself in public?" or
"God, what do You think about
this book I'm reading?" That is
how you diligently seek God.

The Bible says God shall sup-
ply all your needs according to
His riches in glory by Christ Je-
sus. He can work out your prob-
lems and provide your needs. He
can help you with things conven-
tional wisdom says, "There is no
help for that." He can work in
ways much faster than what hu-
manity would think. They may
project years, but God can work
things out much sooner than that. 

I trust you will think about
coming to God and what it re-
quires. It is not coming haphaz-
ardly, or in any way you please,
but it is believing that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him. If you
come to God in faith, God will
move on your behalf. May God
bless you.

(Compact Disc TR-2666)

12 GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2022



There is a story that has been
told repeatedly with many varia-
tions since the tenth century B.C.
about a little boy who was on top
of a mountain, and it was very
cold. He saw a snake, and the
snake said to the little boy: "I am
so cold. Would you pick me up
and carry me down the mountain
so I can get warm?"

The boy told the snake: "I'm
not going to pick you up. You'll
bite me."

The snake said: "Oh, no, I
won't bite you. I am so cold. I
might die up here."

Consider the nature of the
snake. Snakes are cold-blooded.
However, the snake convinced
the boy: "I will not bite you. This
would be a wonderful thing for
you to do. Just pick me up, put
me in your shirt, and let me get
warm. Take me down the moun-
tain." 

The boy carried the snake
down the mountain, but when he
got to the bottom of the mountain
and was getting ready to put the
snake down, it bit him. The boy
said: "Why did you do that? You
promised not to bite me."

The snake said: "You knew
what I was when you picked me
up. I am a snake, and snakes
bite." That is their nature.

There are varying versions of
this story, such as, "The Farmer
and the Viper," "The Woman and
the Snake," and "The Frog and
the Scorpion," but they all tell the
same basic story. This boy had a

choice. He saw the snake and
knew what snakes do. He could
either pick it up or walk away.

I would like to use snakes to
represent temptations. Today, the
devil uses these tools: sexting,
pornography, self-harm, sexual
activity, alcohol, beer, Juuling (or
vaping), eating disorders, THC
pens, cheating, drugs, cigarettes,
and dip.

Perhaps you forgot to study
for a test. The cheating snake will
tell you: "You always study, and
you are a good student. You
know the material, but you just
had a bad night and forgot to
study. You can cheat this one
time." Cheating is wrong. When
you decide to cheat, the next time
it will become easier to cheat.
You may start to rely on cheat-
ing.

Suppose you are stressed out
or tired. You may have a full
schedule, and you may not know
how you are going to do it all. If
you had something to keep you
awake or give you energy, that
would certainly help. So, if some-
one offers you a drug to help you
stay awake, you can be tempted
to pick up that snake.

Maybe you are bored or have
some extra time on your hands.
You open the Internet on your
phone or device, and something
inappropriate pops up. You may
think, "I wonder what that is?"
Lurking there is the snake called
pornography, and it is waiting
for you to open it.

Next, there are the snakes of
dipping, vaping, cigarettes, and
the THC pen. You may be tempt-
ed because some friends have
picked up these snakes, and they
seem to do okay.

Possibly you have liked a cer-
tain young man for a while, and
he is finally paying attention to
you. Previously, you might have
thought, "No one will ever pay
attention to me." Then someone
at school pays attention to you.
You may think, "He's not a Chris-
tian, but that's okay." 

The guy may say: "Hey, send
me a picture of yourself. You're
so pretty." Suppose he is not sat-
isfied with a picture of your face
and your hair, but he wants
much more than that. You may
think, "He'll quit liking me if I
don't send him more pictures."

Let me warn you, young
lady, if you send inappropriate
pictures to a guy, more than like-
ly, he is going to share them. You
may think: "I really like him, and
he really likes me. He would not
ask for more pictures if he wasn't
interested." You may go ahead
and pick up that snake, even
though you were warned about
what it was before you picked it
up.

It is possible that you have
never heard of some of these
snakes, but most young people
know what these snakes are. Per-
haps you have heard other
young people cry out: "Don't pick
it up! Leave it alone!" 

Don't Pick

It Up
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If you go to church, maybe
you have heard the pastor say,
"Young person, you need to stay
away from drugs." The pastor is
warning, "That's a snake, so you
need to watch out." Perhaps your
parents have warned you about
these things.

Maybe you know of some
who have given their personal
testimonies and warned: "That
snake bit me. You need to stay
away from alcohol and drugs.
Even though I have given my
heart back to God, I have suf-
fered many problems from in-
dulging in those things. Don't
pick up any of them!"

You have been fully warned
that there are dangerous snakes
out there, but you may say, "I can
handle them." How big are these
snakes? Some snakes may not be
big enough to cause you to climb
on a chair or run out the door.
You may think: "This snake is so
small. Surely I could pick it up
and lay it back down quickly. It
will not hurt me too much. I can
get rid of it." There is a viper
called the saw-scaled viper,
which is only about twelve inch-
es long, yet it is one of the fastest
striking snakes in the world. If
you were to be bitten by it, your
chances of dying are high. In fact,
in India, approximately five
thousand people die every year
from that species of snake.

Some snakes do not stay
small. If a little snake bites
you, you might shake it off,
but what if a large snake
wraps tightly around you? It
may not be possible to get
free before it crushes you. If
you take in a snake and nur-
ture it and make it a part of
your life, you might think
you can handle it, but many
people have regretted doing
so.

Consider the boa con-
strictor. It can be as small as
fourteen inches when it is
born, but some sources say it
can grow up to ten feet long

and weigh over one hundred
pounds. That would certainly be
too much to handle. How does a
boa constrictor kill? First, it sinks
its teeth into its victim so it can-
not get away. Next, it wraps itself
around its prey and squeezes the
blood flow away from the brain
and the heart.

You may have read stories of
individuals who had a pet snake
that killed someone in the house.
I read about one tragedy that
took place in 2010. A man named
Corey was showing off his pet
boa constrictor to his friend.
Corey's family had warned him
of how unwise it was to own the
snake. That snake wrapped
around his neck and killed him
right in front of his friend.

Another incident happened
in 2008. A fifteen-foot python
escaped from a locked cage. A
thirteen-year-old girl was visit-
ing her father, and the snake at-
tacked her. The father and the
uncle had to cut the snake's head
off in order to free her. These two
stories were part of a thirteen-
page document that listed many
stories of snakes attacking, harm-
ing, and killing people. Fre-
quently, people took them in as
pets, thinking: "I can handle it. I
know what I'm doing."

Some people milk snakes for
a living to get the venom to cre-
ate an antidote for venomous
snake bites. Even people who

knew what they were doing have
lost fingers and suffered other
injuries. The most careful, skilled
people have had trouble. When it
comes to spiritual matters, too
many times people think, "I can
handle it."

What should you do if you
see the snakes that I mentioned
earlier? For instance, if you take
a walk, you need to be mindful
of your environment. Snakes
hide under rocks and logs and in
tall grass. If you take a walk in
those areas, be mindful that
snakes might be nearby. 

The same is true spiritually.
Where are spiritual snakes more
likely to hide? You need to be
careful when you are bored,
lonely, tired, or stressed. These
snakes become more tempting to
you during those times. When
you are around certain friends
who think these snakes are a
great idea, they become more
tempting. This is the reason you
need to be aware of your envi-
ronment. Also, you need to be
aware of times when you think,
"No one loves me" or "No one
wants to hang out with me" or "I
don't have any friends" or "I'm so
overwhelmed." These snakes
look more attractive in times of
low self-esteem.

You may need to avoid cer-
tain areas. If you were taking a
walk in a park, and someone
said, "There are copperheads on

this trail," would you con-
tinue? You would probably
choose to take a different
trail. There are going to be
times when you may not
have a choice. You may be
in an area where there are
certain kinds of snakes.
What should you do? You
need to walk away, choose
a different friend group, or
find something different to
do.

If you are bored, lonely,
or stressed, you need to
find different coping mech-
anisms. For instance, you
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could read a good book, read
your Bible, listen to wholesome
music, go for a walk outside, talk
to a spiritual friend or a spiritual
leader, visit a shut-in, or call a
senior saint. These are positive
things that you can do when you
are lonely or bored. When you
are in the "high snake area," you
should look for other places to go
or other things to do.

Suppose you are doing a
school project on the Internet,
and you realize that a bad web-
site is only one click away. You
should get out of there quickly. If
that is a temptation for you, there
are things you can do. You could
shut off the device and walk
away. Sometimes, you can put a
filter on it. Has someone sent you
something inappropriate in a
message? You need to delete
that. Watch out for those high-
traffic areas. 

You could ask for help, get an
accountability partner, such as a
youth leader, your parents, or a
spiritual person you have con-
fidence in. You could say to that
person: "I have had trouble with
these snakes. I don't want to pick
them up again. They have bitten
me in the past, and I don't want
to mess with them. I need help."

If you have already picked up
one of these snakes, would you
advise others to throw it down
and get away from it? If you are
struggling with one of these
snakes, you need to pray and
consider asking someone to pray

with you. If cigarettes are a prob-
lem for you, you ought to lay
them down. That habit is not
good for you. It will ruin your
health, and they are expensive.
You should not say, "I will keep
an extra pack in case my cravings
get too strong."

Suppose you have been ad-
dicted to drugs, but God has
saved you and is helping you.
You should not keep some stuff
stashed away, in case you are
stressed or having a bad day, to
use in an emergency. What are
the chances that you will have an
emergency? The chances are
about 100 percent.

What if you have had trouble
with being alone with someone
special? Maybe that snake has
bitten you already. You might
say: "I have asked the Lord to
forgive me, and we are doing
better. We will just sit in this
parked car alone in the dark, but
we will be fine," or "We will go
inside the house. Mom and Dad
will not be here for another hour,
but we will be okay." You are
tempting that snake to bite you
again.

What if your friends are hav-
ing a party and you hear there
will be alcohol there? Maybe you
have had trouble with drinking
in the past, but you say: "I realize
that is not a good place for me to
be. When people drink, they of-
ten make bad decisions. I will
still go to the party, but I'll only
drink water or pop." Is that a

good idea? No, you are flirting
with a snake.

If you walk through an area
where there might be literal
snakes, one thing you should do
is make loud noises. Snakes can-
not hear, but some believe the
snakes feel the vibrations from
voices and will move away from
people. Consider a spiritual par-
allel. In times of temptations,
trials, dark places, loneliness, or
stress, singing spiritual songs
may help you fight off the dark
feelings that try to overwhelm
you.

You could quote a Bible
verse, such as Philippians 4:13,
which states, "I can do all things
through Christ which strength-
eneth me." If you feel you need to
speak the verse out loud, then
say it aloud. You need to strong-
ly resist the devil and his snakes.

If you get bitten by a literal
snake, it would be wise to not
ignore it and hope for the best.
You should seek medical atten-
tion if there is a possibility that it
is poisonous.

Spiritually speaking, if any of
these snakes have bitten you,
please do not ignore it and hope
for the best. If you have picked
up a snake, do not think you can
handle it on your own. You need
spiritual help. You may need to
ask someone to pray with you.
Maybe you need to look for an
accountability partner. These
snakes represent addictions and
behaviors that are concerning.

Do not pick them up.
You need to listen to
people when they tes-
tify, "Young person, do
not mess with these
things because they
have caused me much
trouble." Remember the
story of the boy and the
snake. The snake said it
only did what snakes
do. It is their nature.

Sister Sheri Strelecky
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1 Peter 4:1 Forasmuch then as
Christ hath suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind: for he that hath suf-
fered in the flesh hath ceased from
sin;

2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God.

3 For the time past of our life
may suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we walked
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of
wine, revellings, banquetings, and
abominable idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the
same excess of riot, speaking evil of

you:
5 Who shall give account to him

that is ready to judge the quick and
the dead.

6 For for this cause was the gos-
pel preached also to them that are
dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.

Brother James Presley

The Center of God's Will

I want to focus on verse 5 of
our Scripture text, which reads,
"Who shall give account to him
that is ready to judge the quick
and the dead." Peter made a
statement, and I am going to use
it as a question: "Who shall give
account to Him that is ready to
judge the quick and the dead?"
The word account means "a re-
port of the description of an
event or experience." Each of us
is going to give an account of our
lives one day. Romans 14:12
states, "So then every one of us
shall give account of himself to
God." How are you going to an-
swer?

How fearful to turn God
down in this world and then pass
away in that condition. The Bible

says in Hebrews 10:31, "It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God." It is a fearful
thing, but we all are going to give
an account one day. 

If Christ should split the
clouds today, are you ready to
give an account? This is serious.
God has something for you in the
church services. It is a time to
hear from God and check your
soul. Would you want to give an
account of your life the way you
stand right now? Can you say,
"Lord, I'm ready to give an ac-
count of what I have done in this
life"? If you have sin in your life,
you are not ready. If you have a
wrong attitude or bitterness, you
are not ready. If you have any-
thing displeasing to God in your
life, you are not ready. You need
to make it right with God today.

God knows about the secret
things that no one else knows.
When your family is asleep, do
you get on the Internet and visit
websites you should not be look-
ing at? As technology advances,
some temptations may become
greater. You need to have it set-
tled in your heart that you will do
nothing to displease the Lord.
Have you done anything that
would sadden the heart of God?
You will give an account for that.

Perhaps you have something
against someone. Maybe it is your
boss, a coworker, or a neighbor.
You may say, "Well, I don't hate
him; I just don't like him." There
is no in between. You must love
others as God loves them. Hold-
ing wrong attitudes toward any-
one will take you to hell. When
you die, you are going either to
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Heaven or to hell. 
Are you living your life as

God wants you to live it? You
may not have any sin, wrong at-
titudes, or bitterness toward any-
one, but are you doing exactly
what God wants you to do? Are
you in the center of His will?
God has a will and a plan for
your life. He wants you to fulfill
it and to live a life pleasing to
Him. This takes in things that
you may not like doing, such as
making restitutions, telling some-
one you are sorry, or making
things right with others.

Matthew 7:21 says, "Not ev-
ery one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in
heaven." You may go to church,
sing, and shout praises to God,
but if you are not fulfilling His
will in your life to the fullest, you
are not pleasing Him. You are
accountable to do the will of God
in your life.

Witnessing to Others

There is great accountability
in a Christian's life. Some people
think God does not really care
how they live as long as they are
saved and staying away from sin.
God has a plan for each person's
life. He saved you to be a witness
to others. God knows where He
wants you to be, and He expects
you to live a certain way.

Suppose a father or a mother
tells a child to clean his room.
The child disappears for a while
as though he is going to do it, but
a couple of hours later, the room
is not clean. He did not do what
his mother or father told him to
do. He disobeyed; so there will
be a punishment for the disobe-
dience. The parent expected him
to do what he was told to do.
Likewise, our Heavenly Father
tells us to do His will, and He
expects us to do it. He may want
you to be in a certain place at a
certain time to do a certain thing.

If you refuse to do it, you will
bring punishment upon yourself
for your disobedience.

God has a plan that He wants
to fulfill in your life. First, it
starts with salvation. He wants
everyone to be saved and live for
Him. Next, you are to witness to
the world for Him, plead with
souls to be saved, and bring oth-
ers to church to hear the Word of
God preached. He may tell you
to witness to inmates in the pris-
on system. He may tell you to
visit the hospitals. When He
shows you His will, you are ac-
countable to do His will in your
life.

Jesus said in John 6:38, "For I
came down from heaven, not to
do mine own will, but the will of
him that sent me." God had a will
for Jesus' life. It was to die on the
Cross and to be a sacrifice for sin.
The purpose for Jesus dying on
the Cross was for souls to be
saved. We all have a cross to
bear. What is the purpose of our
cross? It is to see others saved. 

Many people get too tied up
in everyday living and pleasing
the flesh, and they forget the rea-
son they got saved is to witness
to others. Are you witnessing to
others? You are accountable for
that. Each of us ought to be busy
about our Father's business.

You are personally account-
able to fulfill what God has
planned in your life. You are ac-
countable for what you say, how
you talk, what you do, where
you go, and how you treat peo-
ple. From the time you reach the
age of accountability until the
day you die, you are accountable
for every moment of every day.
Many people need to be more
serious about living for God.

What is more important to
you? Is it hearing the Word of
God or talking to your friends or
playing on your cell phone?
When you go to church, God is
speaking. If you play with your
cell phone or talk to your friends
during church services, you are

telling God, "I do not want to hear
it." You are going to give an ac-
count of the messages that you
have heard. 

God Sees Every Secret Thing

You are going to give an ac-
count of how you act in church
and for how you act in the world.
You are going to give an account
if you have not sold out to God
completely. You are going to give
an account of why you did not get
help when God showed you a
need in your soul. You are going
to give an account for every time
God spoke to your heart, and you
refused to listen. If you are not
saved, that does not exempt you.
You are going to give an account
of how you could have been
saved and you could have given
your life to God. How fearful it
will be to stand before God as a
lost soul! Many souls are going
out into eternity thinking they are
right when they are lost.

Young person, you are going
to give an account of the things
that you send in your private
messages on Facebook. God sees
when you talk about things you
should not be talking about. You
may be in a group of people and
appear to be spiritual to them, but
when you get away by yourself,
you pull out your cell phone and
your actions change. The devil is
right there, knocking on your
door, trying to get you to do this
or to do that. You may whisper in
another person's ear. If you are
whispering, you are probably
saying something you should not
be saying.

Ecclesiastes 12:14 says, "For
God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it
be evil." God will judge the secret
things that no one else knows
about. Too many people live as
though God does not see what is
going on, but God is always
watching. If you are driving
down the road listening to 
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ungodly music, God sees that,
and it saddens Him.

God knows if you do things
you should not be doing or say
things you should not be saying.
Remember, He sees every secret
thing. You cannot hide anything
from the Lord. In Matthew 12:36
Jesus said, "But I say unto you,
That every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give ac-
count thereof in the day of judg-
ment." You will give an account
of every word you speak one
day. God hears everything you
say. When you are on the phone
talking, He hears if you run
down your pastor or the saints of
God.

God sees what you write in
your emails and text messages.
Parent, do not be afraid to look at
your child's messages. God sees
every Facebook post. You cannot
keep anything from God. Having
to give an account for these
things is serious. If you need to
make things right, do it today
because you are not guaranteed
another breath.

Personal accountability is be-
ing accountable for the outcomes
resulting from your choices, your
behaviors, and your actions. Per-
sonal accountability focuses on
the end result. In reality, it en-
compasses all phases of life. You
are accountable for your sins.

I was once a sinner, but God
dealt with my heart. My altar
was an old couch. I said: "Lord,
I'm sorry. I'm a sinner, and I need
to be saved." He washed away all
my sins, thank the Lord! That did
not mean that my accountability
ended there. I am accountable for
everything I can learn spiritually.
I am accountable for everything
God reveals to me, and I am ac-
countable for walking in the
truth as God reveals it to me. If I
skip church without a legitimate
excuse, I am accountable for that.

You are accountable for every
opportunity that you have to
hear the truth. If you refuse to
hear it, you will still be held ac-

countable for that truth. You will
be accountable all through your
life. In the end, you are going to
stand at the Judgment. There you
will give an account of every-
thing that has taken place
throughout your life. Are you
ready to give an account? Per-
sonal accountability is something
that many people are going to
wish they had taken the opportu-
nity to fix on this side of eternity.

Refusing Responsibility

In this world, we find no one
wants to take responsibility for
what they do. Murderers kill
people, and then they claim: "I
was abused as a child. It was my
mom and dad's fault." They do
not want to take responsibility
because they know they are in
trouble. An adulterer blames his
spouse or someone else for his
infidelity when he is to blame.
Students at school blame their
poor grades on a teacher when
they really just needed to study
more. Sometimes people blame
problems in their neighborhood
on another neighbor. It seems no
one wants to take responsibility.

Today, many people are in a
suing frenzy. Some people have
sued restaurants when they
spilled their coffee, claiming it
was too hot, and they have got-
ten huge settlements. They
spilled the coffee on themselves,
so whose fault was it?
They claim it should
not have been so hot.
Many people go to di-
vorce court and blame
each other when the
truth of the matter is,
they just do not want to
work it out. One day,
they will be held ac-
countable before God.

If you are not care-
ful, the habit of blam-
ing others will slip into
your life. The same
problem occurred with
the first two people in

this world. Genesis 3:9-13 reads:
"And the LORD God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou? And he said, I heard thy
voice in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and
I hid myself. 

"And he said, Who told thee
that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I com-
manded thee that thou shouldest
not eat? And the man said, The
woman whom thou gavest to be
with me, she gave me of the tree,
and I did eat. And the LORD God
said unto the woman, What is this
that thou hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent be-
guiled me, and I did eat."

What did Adam say? "The
woman whom thou gavest to be
with me, she gave me of the tree,
and I did eat." Adam was blam-
ing his wife, and he was also
blaming God when he said it was
the woman who God gave to him.
If you prayed for a companion
and God provided one, and then
you go through a time when you
are not getting along, it is not
God's fault. You prayed for him
or her. He or she is what you
asked for, and you vowed to stay
with him or her for better or for
worse. You need to leave it in
God's hands and pray about it.
He will work it out. Saints of God
should not play the blame game.
You are accountable for every
word, every action, and every-

thing you do in this
life.

With more re-
sponsibility comes
more accountability.
The President of the
United States, wheth-
er you agree with him
or not, has more ac-
countability than we
have. A pastor has
more accountability
than the congregation
has. Every position
brings responsibility
and greater account-
ability. Luke 12:48
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says: "But he that knew not, and
did commit things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few
stripes. For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall be
much required: and to whom
men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more."

The Responsibility 
of Parents

Parents are accountable for
their children. Children watch
every move you make. They
mimic your words. Their little
feet are following you. Your little
ones pick up your actions and
your speech. Raising children is a
great responsibility, and you are
going to be held accountable one
day if you are a parent. You are
responsible for being a good ex-
ample. You ought to pray with
your children and talk to them
about God. God should be num-
ber one at your house. Some-
times you will have to make de-
cisions that are not always pleas-
ant or easy to make. 

The following is a poem 
entitled "Walk a Little Slower,
Daddy."

"Walk a little slower, Daddy,"
said a little child so small.

"I'm following in your footsteps
and I don't want to fall.

"Sometimes your steps are very
fast, sometimes they're hard to see;

"So walk a little slower, Daddy,
for you are leading me.

"Someday when I'm all grown
up, you're what I want to be.

"Then I will have a little child
who'll want to follow me.
 

"And I would want to lead just
right, and know that I was true;

"So, walk a little slower, Daddy,
for I must follow you!"

I remember one winter I was
walking through the snow and
my son, James, was following
me. He was about three years
old. He was jumping from foot-
print to footprint, trying to stay
in my footsteps, and that poem
came to my mind. Someone is
following me. We are held ac-
countable as parents to raise our
children right. We need to spend
time talking to them about God.
We need to take into consider-
ation the circumstances of school
and the hard places they are go-
ing through. I am not talking
about patting them on the back
when they are wrong or taking
sides with them. There are times
you have to stand back and let
children be children. 

As a parent, little feet are
following you, and you need to
make sure that you lead them in
the right way. You need to re-
member that you are not just
raising children, but you are rais-
ing souls. They need to make
Heaven their home one day.
When you take time with your
children, that closeness will build
a confidence when you talk to
them about God.

Parents are accountable for
what they teach their children.
They are raising little souls. What
does the soul need? It needs the
Word of God, it needs prayer,
and it needs to attend church.
There may be times when a par-

ent has to force their children to
do certain things. For example,
parents should not ask a child,
"Do you want to go to church
today?" No, they should tell the
child: "Get ready. We are going to
church."

Sometimes a parent may need
to force their children to obey the
standard. A child's flesh is weak.
They want to do what they want
to do. Their friends dress differ-
ently, so they may want to start
dressing that way too. We need to
teach our children a better way,
make sure they know what is
most important.

Parent, show your children by
example. You have the most in-
fluence on your own children.
They are a product of what they
see in your life. They are a repre-
sentation of you. I tell my chil-
dren, "Be good when you go
somewhere because you are rep-
resenting me." If I get a bad re-
port, it will not be pleasant when
they get home. Parents hold a
great responsibility to God not
only for their own souls but also
for their children's souls. You are
going to either turn your children
on to the things of God, or you
are going to turn them off. 

Being a Good Example

Sunday school teachers, lay
ministers, and others who hold
positions in a congregation have
a greater responsibility. If you are
a Sunday school teacher, the chil-
dren in your class are watching
you. They need to hear you say
that God can keep you from sin,
and then they need to see you
living free from sin. They need to
see the love of God in your heart.
They need to see patience and
longsuffering. 

How are you living today?
Are you ready to give an account
of your life to God? Whether you
want to take responsibility or not,
you will still be held accountable.
Again, Matthew 12:36 reads, "But
I say unto you, That every idle
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word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the
day of judgment." You are going
to give an account at the end of
what you say, do, and how you
behave yourself.

Romans 14:12 states, "So then
every one of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God." It will
be a fearful thing to stand before
God and not be ready to meet
Him. You need to check your life.
Are you living the way the Lord
wants you to live? Have you
been witnessing and testifying?
Have you been fulfilling your
obligation and duty to God to see
souls saved? 

Is there any sin in your life?
Are you pure and clean? Is any-
thing standing between you and
God? Isaiah 59:2 says, "But your
iniquities have separated be-
tween you and your God." Are
you giving God first place in
your life?

Parent, have you been lead-
ing your children in the right
way? Are you spending time
with them? Are you talking to
them about God? If you have op-
portunities, do you go to revivals
and special meetings? Are you
raising your children the way
God wants you to raise them?
Too many parents raise their
children in the way that is easiest
for them. Some boys do not want
to get haircuts, so which is eas-
ier? Should you let them do their
own thing? No, when it is time to
get a haircut, parents should
make sure they get one.

If you hold a position in a
local congregation, are you ful-
filling your duty to God and to
others? Are you showing the
right example to the congrega-
tion? Can they look at you and
say, "He or she is definitely
called to be in that position"?
Jesus said in Luke 16:2, "And he
called him, and said unto him,
How is it that I hear this of thee?
give an account of thy steward-
ship; for thou mayest be no long-
er steward."

Standing at the Judgment
 

In Luke 16:1 Jesus said,
"There was a certain rich man,
which had a steward; and the
same was accused unto him that
he had wasted his goods." God
does not want people to waste
time. He wants them to do what
He called them to do. We are not
promised tomorrow. Jesus said
in verse 3, "Then the steward
said within himself, What shall I
do? for my lord taketh away
from me the stewardship." The
rich man said at the end of verse
2, "Thou mayest be no longer
steward." Is God telling you, "If
you do not fix your stewardship,
you are going to loose it"?

God is giving people a chance
to make things right. If you are
not saved, He is giving you an
opportunity to get saved. You are
going to give an account one day
at the Judgment. The Apostle
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:10,
"For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be
good or bad."

One day, you are going to
stand before the Judgment seat of
God. How many young people
are going to stand at the Judg-
ment and say: "I should not have

posted that on my Facebook
page," or "I should not have sent
that bad text message to that per-
son"? Many children sneak
around and do things Mom and
Dad do not know about. If you do
not make things right, there will
be another blemish on your gar-
ment. You need to make sure
everything is settled between you
and God. The Bible says to make
your calling and election sure.
You need to be sure about it.

If you are not saved, you need
to get saved today because you
do not know what tomorrow
holds. You are not guaranteed to
wake up in the morning. Are you
willing to take that chance? If you
claim to be a Christian but you
have something wrong in your
life, maybe you said something
wrong or showed a bad attitude,
you need to make it right. If eve-
ryone would be exactly what God
wants them to be, the work of
God would grow even more. We
talk about the three thousand and
the five thousand added to the
morning-time church. It could
still happen if everyone would
live the way God wants them to
live. If you have a need, I beg of
you to get things straightened out
with God.

(Compact Disc TR-1245)
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The Lord has impressed me
to give a testimony concerning
my husband, Steve, who had a
stroke. It has been amazing what
the Lord has done for him!

On Tuesday, February 26,
2002, our lives were greatly
changed, but we have learned it
all has worked for good. It began
as a normal day. Steve went to
work, but he called me at about
9:00 a.m. needing prayer. He
said: "Pray right now. I feel like a
sledgehammer has hit me in the
back of my head!" This certainly
scared me. I prayed with him
and hung up. I did not know
what was going on.

Knowing now what had hap-
pened to him, the fact that he
could drive home was amazing.
He was very sick. On the way
home, he had to stop and throw
up alongside the road. When he
came home, he continued to
throw up for six hours. Then, his
speech became slurred. I thought
maybe he had become dehy-
drated or that he had the flu. My
sister, who is a nurse, was con-
cerned that it was much more
serious.

During that night, I continu-
ally checked on him, as I felt that
something was not right. The
next morning, he was unable to
go to work. He could not call his
employer to let him know what
was wrong. I had to make the
phone call. Sometime later,

someone from his work called
back and said: "We need to talk
to Steve. There is a project he is
working on, and someone else
will need to finish it. We need to
know what is going on." I gave
the phone to Steve, and although
he tried to talk, most of his
speech was garbled. It became
very apparent that something
was seriously wrong.

Steve did not want me to call
the emergency squad. So, I drove
him to the hospital. At this point,
he could not walk by himself. I
had to get under one of his arms,
and our daughter, Natalie, who
was fourteen at the time, had to
get under the other arm to get
him to the car. The roads were
icy, and driving was scary, but
even more frightening was not
knowing what was happening
with my husband. Every little bit,
I would ask him, "Are you okay,
Steve?" and he would say, "I am
okay, Sheri." I kept thinking: "We
are going to the hospital. He is
probably only dehydrated. They
will take care of him, and then
we will come home." I was very
wrong.

It did not take long for the
staff in the Emergency Room to
realize something was seriously
wrong. Steve could not perform
basic tasks, such as touching his
finger to his nose. They asked me
if he always talked that way, and
I told them no. They wanted to

do a CT scan to see what was
going on. Soon, the doctor came
in and said to me: "Your husband
has blood leaking into his brain.
We are going to life flight him to
OSU Hospital because he needs
immediate brain surgery." I felt
as though I was falling apart. 

In 1987, my dad had an aneu-
rysm burst, something similar to
what was happening to Steve.
Steve said to me, "Sheri, I am not
going to die." I remembered how
my dad had said the same thing
to my mom, but he did die. I was
so fearful that the same thing was
going to happen again! Then, our
dear pastor came into the emer-
gency room and prayed with us.
A calmness came over me that I
cannot describe. I have never
been in a hurricane, but I felt as
though I was in the eye of a hur-
ricane right then. This peace from
the Lord continued for the next
several months. That day, we did
not know that we were beginning
a long and very difficult journey.

When we arrived at OSU
Hospital, additional testing re-
vealed that the bleeding had
stopped. They told us they were
going to put Steve in ICU and
monitor him to see if emergency
surgery would be necessary. Our
first prayer was answered, and
no immediate brain surgery was
needed.

Steve was taken to the elev-
enth floor of the OSU Hospital.
Back in 1987, my family and I
were also on the eleventh floor of
that same hospital (in the same
waiting room), where my dad
was taken after having surgery to
repair a burst aneurysm. He only
lived for about a week. It was a
very similar experience. Fear
tried to overwhelm me. I had to
get to the place where I said,
"God, Your will be done."

During this time, I remem-
bered how hard our family and
others had prayed for my dad to
recover, but it was God's will
to take him. At that time, my
mother still had five children at

Steve's

Healing

Sister Sheri & Brother Steve

Strelecky
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home, and the youngest was
three years old. I thought there
was no way God would let Dad
die. So, when he died, I had
many questions. While I was in
that same hospital with Steve, I
wondered if I was going down
the same road again. Putting
aside all my fears, I kept praying,
"Lord, Your will be done above
all!"

Steve was in severe pain.
The neurologist thought he
had a malformation in the
capillaries of his brain in the
area that affects speech, mo-
tor skills, and coordination.
He said blood might leak in
his brain again. They really
did not know. It seemed as
though every time they talked
to me, they would give a dif-
ferent report, and it often
brought more fear. I kept
wondering what was going to
happen next. Yet every time,
God brought the peace I
needed.

On the second day, Steve
had an adverse reaction to pain
medication (codeine). As soon as
the codeine went into his arm, he
said he felt a sharp pain go up
his arm and into his heart. I
could see a red line moving up
his arm and into his chest. His
face also swelled. It was a scary
experience. (We now know that
he is allergic to codeine.) I
pushed the button for the nurse,
and although I was assured
someone was coming, it took a
while.

Finally, I did what I should
have done at the beginning: I
prayed, and I prayed out loud! I
did not care that there were peo-
ple across the room visiting an-
other patient. We were in trou-
ble, and we needed God's help.
Needless to say, all the talking in
the room stopped. It became
quiet.

This experience has changed
me for the better. I have had to
battle insecurities, fears, and dif-
ficulties in reaching out to peo-

ple. This trial taught me the im-
portance of facing my fears with
God's help. I also learned of the
great things that God can do. In
that moment, while I was pray-
ing, I did not care who was lis-
tening. I was calling out for
God's help, and God moved im-
mediately. The pain and redness
began to go away.

After a few days, the neurolo-
gist confirmed Steve had experi-
enced a stroke. This was why his
speech was slurred and why he
could not walk. When he had
arrived at the hospital, he could
not use a pen to sign his name.
He could not take the paper off a
drinking straw, and feeding him-
self was a tremendous challenge.
Steve had to go through therapy
to relearn all these things.

God knew how to put the
right people in our lives. One
nurse who was taking care of
Steve told us that just a year be-
fore, she had a stroke. Watching
her walk in and out of Steve's
room, as if nothing had ever hap-
pened, was an encouragement. 

When the nurses told me they
were going to send Steve to
Dodd Rehabilitation Hospital
and that he would be there for
about three weeks, I did not
know how I could balance home,
the children, and Steve being in
the rehabilitation center for that

long. I thought: "Lord, it has been
eight days. How am I going to do
this for three more weeks?" I had
to put my hand in the Lord's.
One thing I have learned is that
God will never ask you to go
through something without giv-
ing you grace, strength, financial
means, and support. He did all of
that for us.

Therapy was difficult;
but God helped. The first
day, Steve went to therapy in
a wheelchair. The second
day he went pushing the
wheelchair. The third day,
he used a walker. That was
great progress! Steve had so
many opportunities to wit-
ness for the Lord. He talked
about the Lord to his thera-
pist and to another man who
was there. They would often
talk about the Bible. God cer-
tainly had a plan. There was
a reason that this happened.
Often, God does not tell us
what He is doing at the time;
we just have to keep trusting

Him.
While Steve was at the reha-

bilitation center, I drove back
and forth every day. I am some-
what directionally challenged,
and driving from Newark to Co-
lumbus was overwhelming. We
did not have GPS then; so I had
to make detailed notes about
how to get to Dodd Hall and
drive back home. There was a
major detour on that route, but it
did not start until a week after
we went home. I believe God
knew that would have been too
difficult for me. With God's help,
I never got lost or made a wrong
turn.

God impressed many people
to help us. We had family,
church family, friends, and
neighbors who helped take care
of our children and made sure
they got to school. Ones gave us
money, food, and groceries.
Someone bought me a calling
card. That was important, be-
cause all my calls were going

22 GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2022



 "There is nothing more we can
do. You will have to learn how

to live with this." 

through the payphone in the
waiting room. Best of all, people
prayed! It was the prayers of
God's people that got us through.

A neighbor, whom we did
not know very well at the time,
spoke to me at the grocery store
and said, "I am telling everyone I
meet to please pray for my
neighbor because he had a
stroke." That touched my heart.
People we did not know were
praying for us. This was affecting
people's lives. Nothing just hap-
pens.

Steve's employer ac-
cidentally gave him an
extra paycheck. When I
told him about it, he told
us to keep it. Steve had a
small disability plan at
his work, and that made
our house payment each
month. Other than that,
we had no income. Steve was
unable to work from February
until July, but we never went
hungry, and we were able to pay
all our bills. God provided for all
our needs. What a blessing!

On a Thursday, ten days after
Steve went to the hospital, he
was cleared to go home. That
was not the end of the story. Re-
covery was slow. (This has given
Steve such a compassion for peo-
ple who have had strokes and
similar situations.) He was ex-
hausted. One day, as I was get-
ting ready for church, Steve had
tears running down his face. He
said, "Sheri, I want to go to
church!" It took all his strength to
stand there at the bathroom mir-
ror and attempt to shave, but he
wanted to go to church.

Steve was walking and talk-
ing better. He was making a lot
of progress. However, by the
spring of the next year, he
seemed to take a turn for the
worse. His headaches became
one solid headache that never
went away. He was in pain all
the time. He went to the neurolo-
gist for more tests. He was given
more medicine, but nothing

worked. The pain did not go
away, and Steve became de-
pressed. It seemed as if he went
into a room, shut the door, and
put on as many locks as he could.
I could not help him. I felt like a
cheerleader, always saying: "Let's
think positive. There are things
to be thankful for." One time I
remember thinking, "What hap-
pens when the cheerleader gets
down?" Sometimes, I also was
down. Then I would go to the
Lord, and He never failed to give
me what I needed.

Steve went to the doctor
again and was told: "There is
nothing more we can do. You
will have to learn how to live
with this." That was one of the
darkest days. I wondered, "How
is Steve going to live with this?"
Steve had returned to work as a
welder, but he was unable to do
anything else. The medication
made him dizzy. He was unable
to sleep well, and it affected his
concentration. We continually
asked God's people for prayer.
There were times when I asked
the prayer group to please pray
for Steve because he was having
more pain, or because he fell
down the steps again. That hap-
pened a lot because his foot
would drag on the side affected
by the stroke. Many people were
carrying a burden for Steve. The
young people's group would
have special prayer for Steve.
What a blessing it is to have
God's people pray for us during
difficult times!

In October of that year, we
were in a revival with Brother
Wayne Hafley. Steve had been
put on a new medication that
week, and it was causing him to

have trouble concentrating and
thinking straight. It also affected
his ability to walk completely
straight. He told me, "I am not
taking this medication anymore."
During that revival, he went
down to the altar to be prayed
for. Dear Brother Watson prayed
for Steve. Then, he told Steve:
"You need to claim your healing.
I want you to write in the back of
your Bible today's date and that
you are healed." So, Steve did.

I will never forget, a couple
days later Steve said to me,

"Sheri, the pain is al-
most gone." I could not
believe it! He never
had even a moment of
relief from that pain. It
just continued to get
worse. In my prayer
journal, I wrote: "What
a change I have seen in

Steve! Praise God! He has done
wondrous things. Our faith has
increased from this divine heal-
ing."

I had also written something
that our daughter Whitney asked
me about when she was very
young. She asked, "Mom, does
God talk very loud?" 

I told her, "I do not know." 
She said, "Well, I cannot hear

Him very well." A few years after
Steve's healing, Whitney was sit-
ting in church one night, and she
had Steve's Bible. As she was
turning the pages, she saw where
Steve had written, "I was healed
today." She said, "Mom, what
does this mean?" Whitney was
only three years old when all this
happened; she remembered little
about it. I thought about how
God told Joshua to put twelve
stones in the Jordan river as a
memorial. This writing in Steve's
Bible was to us like that memo-
rial. Why was this important? Be-
cause one day our children were
going to come to us and ask,
"What does this mean?" and we
could say, "This is what the Lord
has done!"

Today, I can say to Whitney,
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"Yes, sometimes God speaks very
loud!"

During this time, one song
that helped me says: "I don't un-
derstand the reason for this trial, All
I know is I can't make it, Lord, with-
out You." The Scripture that came
to me frequently was Romans
8:38-39, which reads: "For I am
persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
creature [nor a stroke], shall be
able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." 

I was determined to stay true
to God and trust Him. I did not
know what was going on then,
but I see it more clearly now.
God was molding Steve and me,
preparing us for the work He
had out ahead. We did not know
He was going to call us to be
youth leaders. We did not know
He was going to call Steve to the
ministry. God knew what we
needed.

Job 23:10 tells us, "But he
knoweth the way that I take:
when he hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold." I did not
choose that path. The doctors
would say, "Steve, you do not
drink, you do not smoke, and
you do not do drugs"—all the
causes usually seen in stroke
victims. There was no family
history. There was no obvious
reason this happened, but God
knew.

Another song that has been
an encouragement to me says:
"My Shepherd chose this route, so I
can say without a doubt, this valley
is for me." During that time, God
became more personal to me
than He has ever been in my life.
He chose that route. He knew
what was best for me and for
Steve. God becomes more real
during the darkest places you go
through. I suffered from severe
migraines, beginning around the
age of nine years old. God has

moved on me, and I have not had
those for a few years. Praise the
Lord! Yet, during those times
when I was lying in my room,
suffering with a migraine, I could
talk to God like no other time.
Those valleys were for me, and I
thank God for them.

Sister Sheri Strelecky 

God is an awesome God! I am
a living testimony to the fact that
God heals. Although I had many
challenges after my stroke in
2002, I am thankful for God's
healing power.

Not too long after my stroke,
I had an MRI, and it showed the
spot where the bleed had hap-
pened. The doctors told us the
blood residue kills the brain cells
and that there would always be a
spot on the MRI showing where
the damage took place. I went
back to the neurologist in 2016
for a checkup. He looked at my
MRI, and he said, "Tell me what
happened." 

I told him, "I had an arterio-
venous malformation." 

The neurologist said, "I had
to go back to the MRI taken not
long after your stroke to even

find it because this MRI is not 
showing it." When God heals, He
truly does a work!

I am a teacher, and there are
times when I drive school vehi-
cles to transport students. I am
required to yearly see a neurol-
ogist as part of my driver's phys-
ical. In 2019, I met with a new
neurologist because my former
neurologist had retired. He was
unfamiliar with my medical his-
tory, and he ordered an MRI to
see if there were any changes.
After the test results came back,
the neurologist asked me, "Tell
me, why are you here?" I related
all that had happened and told
him I believed in God's healing
power. Not long after that, I re-
ceived a call from the neurolo-
gist's office letting me know eve-
rything was normal.

I thank the Lord for what He
has done. Although Sheri said it
was personal for her, it was per-
sonal for me too. I thank God He
gave me the grace, the strength,
and the help to go through it.
There were some very dark
times. God can help us through
the dark times of life, times when
we cannot see a way out, and we
can come out on the other side
with victory.

Brother Steve Strelecky
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"Go to the ant, thou sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise."

—Proverbs 6:6 

What are the ways of an ant?
Ants are social; they are not
individualists. They work hard
for the colony. They are "workers
together," as we should be. Each
ant has its own job. The queen's
only job is to lay eggs. The male's
job is to mate with the queen. The
females are the workers. They
feed and care for the larvae, take
out the colony's trash, forage for
food and supplies, and defend
the nest. When a worker ant
leaves the nest, she puts out a
chemical trail so she can find her

way back home. If something
happens to that trail, she has lost
her purpose in life and will
eventually die.

Proverbs 30:24 says the ant is
one of four things that are little
upon the earth but "exceeding
wise." Verse 25 says, "The ants
are a people not strong, yet they
prepare their meat in the sum-
mer." An ant can carry items
more than fifty times her weight.
So why does the Scripture say
that ants are a people not strong?
They cannot use their impressive
strength for selfish purposes.
They cannot survive on their
own. Ants are the ultimate team
workers. Together, they prepare
for all possible problems. Their

summer is spent preparing for
the winter. They are dormant in
the winter, so they work to build
a colony. When the weather is
cold, they huddle together to
keep warm. A single ant would
freeze to death on its own. Ants
are wise because they stick to-
gether.

An ant protected by other
ants is like a soldier in an army.
Some ants become infected with
a deadly and highly contagious
fungus. Instead of isolating and
quarantining themselves from
the diseased ant, healthy ants im-
mediately embrace the sick ant,
licking the deadly fungal spores
from the ant. Infected ants are
not left to deal with the infection
on their own and die. Healthy
ants share the burden. Isn't that
what God expects us to do? Gala-
tians 6:2 says, "Bear ye one an-
other's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ." God is expecting
us to embrace those who are
weak among us, helping to carry
their burdens. We need to pray
for each other. We need each
other! May God help us be
workers together and care for
one another.

Sister Annette Hupp

No chance has brought this ill to me;

'Tis God's sweet will, so let it be,

He seeth what I cannot see.

There is a need be for each pain;

And He will one day make it plain

That earthly loss is heavenly gain.

Like as a piece of tapestry

Viewed from the back appears to be

But tangled threads mixed hopelessly;

But in the front a picture fair

Rewards the worker for his care,

Proving his skill and patience rare.

Thou art the workman, I the frame;

Lord, for the glory of Thy name

Perfect Thine image on the same.

Anonymous

My Web of Life
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On this Father's Day, how
many true fathers are there? A
true father likes to gather his
family about him, to give them
counsel and direction in a world
of many pitfalls. He recognizes
God as the Creator of life and
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of
mankind. He realizes the value
of Christian living and instructs
his children accordingly.

Scripture plainly tells us that
God is the head of Christ, Christ
is the head of the church, and
fathers are the head of the home,
or family. That places a large
responsibility on fathers. As the
minister is held accountable to
God for the standard of his con-
gregation, so are the fathers held
accountable to God for the stan-

dard of his family.
We could ask

ourselves, as fa-
thers, are we guilty
of neglecting the
spiritual welfare of
our family? Have
we taken responsi-
bility for helping to
get the family
ready for Sunday
school? Have we
established and tak-
en an active part in

family worship in our homes?
Can your children have confi-
dence in your experience, or
must they look at their mother's
experience?

Our children are following in
our footsteps. Where are we
leading them? Which path is he
or she taking—right or wrong?
They are going somewhere fast.
In the eyes of a child, Dad is the
greatest guy in the world. As you
walk down through life, you see
the children following you, doing
the things you do, going to the
places you go. Where are you
leading them?

Your children may be satis-
fied to grow up as you are. Are
you heeding the signals God
sends across your pathway, or 

are they going unheeded? Your
child will point a finger of scorn
at you as he stands before God if
you have failed to lead him the
right way.

You who are unsaved may
get saved in your later years and
escape hell, but what of your
children? Would you be willing
for the child whom you love and
cherish, the one who thinks you
are the greatest dad in the world
and is following in your foot-
steps, to be lost because you
failed to set the right example?

It takes more than working
hard and laying up a large estate
for the family to make a man
successful. Living a godly life
and leaving a Christian exper-
ience behind will be worth more
than all the riches that this world
offers. The things of this world
will fade away when the wheels
of time stop.

The child who has not been
taught to pray and seek God
early in life is going to have it
rough. The world needs more
godly fathers. Let us pray that
more fathers will recognize their
true responsibility and seek God
and set a standard.

"As for me and my house, we
will serve the LORD" (Joshua 24:15).

[Guest Editorial continued from page 2]

Learning about the good old
paths and understanding what
pleases God are more needful
today than ever before. 

The Hebrew writer tells us
not to forsake the assembling of
ourselves together (Hebrews
10:25). It is through hearing the
preaching of the Word of God,
believing, and obeying that
brings victory to our souls. James
proclaimed good admonition
when he said to "Be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only"
(James 1:22). This is no time to
relax our efforts or be indifferent.
Paul said in Philippians 3:14, "I
press toward the mark for the

prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus." If we expect to
make it through with victory, we
must press firmly against the
odds.

Camp meetings are designed
with your spiritual welfare in
mind. Our deepest desire is to
provide a spiritual atmosphere
for you to come to at God's
Acres. We encourage you to join
us for the camp meeting and be
spiritually renewed, get your
soul fed, and have your spirit re-
freshed. We trust the Lord will
make a way for you to be with us
this year. Every effort and sacri-
fice that you put forth will surely
be amply repaid. Brother Decker

extends a special invitation to
each of you to join us here at
God's Acres for camp meeting
this year. 

Last, but not least, if you have
not begun to pray for the camp
meeting, we earnestly ask you to
do so. God's direction and pres-
ence are needed in every service.
Please pray for God to send the
messages we need to hear. Hav-
ing Him in our midst as the Hon-
ored Guest is of utmost impor-
tance. He is the only hope of us
ever making it to Heaven.

Selected
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Upcoming

Camp Meetings

NEWARK, OH Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
 June 19 - 26 Three services daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

For lodging/camper reservations, contact Bro. or Sis. Bush: 740-345-1213 
Please make reservations in advance, if possible. 
For more information, contact Pastor Roger L. Decker: 740-344-2543

MUNCIE, IN Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S. 9th Street, New Castle, IN 47362
 July 6 - 10 The camp meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground, 

5601 E 650 S Road, Muncie, IN 47302. 
Service times: Wednesday 7:30 p.m.; Thursday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. & 

7:30 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
For lodging/camping reservations, contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich: 765-808-8705 
For more information, contact Pastor Allen Polston: 765-521-8284

CANBY, OR Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Avenue, Canby, OR 97013
 July 18-24 The first service begins Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
Please make reservations in advance, if possible. To make reservations, or

for more information, contact Pastor E. David Stegmeier: 503-266-9297

NEWARK, OH Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
 July 31 - Three services daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
    August 7 For lodging/camper reservations, contact Bro. or Sis. Bush: 740-345-1213 

Please make reservations in advance, if possible. 
For more information, contact Pastor Roger L. Decker: 740-344-2543
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