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Once again the saints gath-

ered together in heavenly places

in Christ Jesus. We received the

glorious manna that comes

down from above. It was truly

another time of feasting on the

good things that God so gra-

ciously prepared for each of us.

The saints enjoyed the sweet

presence of God as His Spirit

flowed from heart to heart. This

made our fellowship together

very rich and rewarding. It was

truly wonderful to experience

the love of God that prevailed

throughout the camp meeting.

The first service of the
Spring Camp Meeting began on
Father's Day, Sunday morning,
June 20, 2021. Pastor Roger L.

Decker opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone to God's
Acres. Brother Brandon Gonza-
lez of Newton, Kansas, then led

us in prayer. During the next
eight days, our hearts were chal-
lenged, encouraged, and in-
structed as the Lord miracu-

lously moved. Pastor Roger
Decker brought the first mes-
sage of the meeting entitled "Fa-
ther's." His message addressed

the fathers and their great
responsibility.

Various other ministers pro-

claimed the wonderful Gospel

during the meeting. Their mes-

sages brought conviction to the

lost and the backslider. The

Holy Ghost faithfully worked

with the unsaved. Many souls

that were cumbered with the

weight of sin and despair hum-

bled themselves before God. In

just a few moments of time, the

burden of sin that they carried

was lifted. What a beautiful

sight to see souls raised from

the depths of sin and bondage

to a new life in Christ! They

found the peace, the happiness,

and the joy that God intended

for them.

These inspired messages

were also a reminder to the
children of God. The solid
preaching stirred a deeper
awareness in our hearts. They

helped us to realize this world
is turning more and more to-
ward the downward way.
God's people are to continually

strive to press toward higher
heights as we allow the Word
of God to take deeper root in
our hearts and as we approach

the end of time. This is all part 
[continued on page 6]
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Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art
inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou
art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest
thyself; for thou that judgest doest
the same things.

2 But we are sure that the
judgment of God is according to
truth against them which commit

such things. 
3 And thinkest thou this, O

man, that judgest them which do
such things, and doest the same, that
thou shalt escape the judgment of
God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of
his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the

goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and
impenitent heart treasurest up unto
thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man
according to his deeds.

Brother Roger L. Decker

God's Kindness, Forbearance,
and Long-Suffering

The Apostle Paul, speaking
to the Jewish people, let them
know that they were a privileged
people to have the goodness of
God offered to them. Paul said
they were treading on the mercy
of God. In verse 4 Paul used
three great words when he said,
"Or despisest thou the riches of
his goodness and forbearance
and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance?" Paraphras-
ing this verse, he was asking
them, "Are you treating the
wealth of His kindness, for-

bearance, and patience with con-
tempt?"

Paul began by mentioning
kindness, or the King James Version
says "goodness." The word comes
from two Greek words: chrestotes,
which is an expression of a beau-
tiful idea, and agathos. Both
words are translated goodness,
yet there is a difference between
the two words. The difference is,
the goodness of a man who is
agathos may still rebuke and dis-
cipline in punishment, but the
goodness of a man who is
chrestotes is always kind.

We have an example. Jesus
was agathos when He drove the
money changers and the sellers

of doves from the temple in the
midst of His heated anger. How-
ever, He was chrestotes when He
treated the woman taken in adul-
tery with loving gentleness. Paul
was saying, in effect, "You are
trying to take advantage of the
great kindness of God."

Next, Paul mentioned forbear-
ance. The Jewish people thought
they were saved because God's
judgment had not yet descended
upon them, but God was not giv-
ing them freedom to sin and
remain as they were. He was
giving them an opportunity to
repent and to amend their ways.
A man cannot continue to sin
without consequences, but I am
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concerned that some feel as
though they can continue in sin
and never pay any retribution.
Many act like God has given
them special favor as He turns
His back on their sin.

Then Paul mentioned long-
suffering. The fact that God's
punishment does not immedi-
ately follow sin is not proof of
His powerlessness, but rather it
is proof of His patience. We all
owe our lives to the patience of
God.

Paul was letting the Jewish
people know there was no favor-
ite nation with God. Romans 2:11
reads, "For there is no respect of
persons with God." It is true that
God has blessed some nations
more than others. It is also true
that some nations are far more
advanced and more developed
than others, but God is no re-
specter of persons when it comes
to sin.

Peter's Vision

Peter, one of the chief of the
Apostles, had to learn this Truth.
At one time, Peter thought other-
wise. Acts 10:9-16 tells us: "On
the morrow, as they went on
their journey, and drew nigh
unto the city, Peter went up upon
the housetop to pray about the
sixth hour: And he became very
hungry, and would have eaten:
but while they made ready, he
fell into a trance, And saw heav-
en opened, and a certain vessel
descending upon him, as it had
been a great sheet knit at the four
corners, and let down to the
earth: Wherein were all manner
of fourfooted beasts of the earth,
and wild beasts, and creeping
things, and fowls of the air. 

"And there came a voice to
him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But
Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I
have never eaten any thing that
is common or unclean. And the
voice spake unto him again the
second time, What God hath
cleansed, that call not thou

common. This was done thrice:
and the vessel was received up
again into heaven."

Peter was of the strictest of
the Jews. He was staying with a
man called Simon, who was a
tanner. Acts 9:43 states, "And it
came to pass, that he tarried
many days in Joppa with one
Simon a tanner." Acts 10:5-6
reads: "And now send men to
Joppa, and call for one Simon,
whose surname is Peter: He lodg-
eth with one Simon a tanner,
whose house is by the sea side:
he shall tell thee what thou
oughtest to do." A tanner works
with dead bodies of animals;
therefore, Simon was considered
permanently unclean.

The Bible tells us in Numbers
19:11-13: "He that toucheth the
dead body of any man shall be
unclean seven days. He shall
purify himself with it on the third
day, and on the seventh day he
shall be clean: but if he purify not
himself the third day, then the
seventh day he shall not be clean.
Whosoever toucheth the dead
body of any man that is dead,
and purifieth not himself, de-
fileth the tabernacle of the LORD;
and that soul shall be cut off
from Israel: because the water of
separation was not sprinkled
upon him, he shall be unclean;
his uncleanness is yet upon him."

No Orthodox Jew would
have accepted hospitality from a
tanner. It was Simon's unclean-
ness that made it necessary for
him to dwell on the seashore
outside the city. No doubt, this
tanner was a Christian. There-
fore, Peter began to see that
Christianity abolished those
petty laws and taboos. At mid-
day, Peter went to the rooftop to
pray. Their house roofs were flat.
Since the houses were small and
crowded, people often went up
to the roof for privacy and to
relax. There Peter went into
a trance and had a vision of a
great sheet being let down. A
sheet with animals on it ap-

peared to him, and the voice told
him to kill and to eat.

"God Is No Respecter
of Persons"

The Jews had strict food laws,
and many of them are recorded
in Leviticus, Chapter 11. Gener-
ally speaking, the Jew might only
eat animals that chewed the cud
and whose hoofs were cloven.
All others were considered un-
clean and forbidden. Peter was
shocked by seeing that sheet and
protested. He had never eaten
anything that was considered
unclean. The voice told him not
to call what God had cleansed
unclean. This happened three
times so there could be no possi-
ble mistake of dodging the les-
son. Once Peter had called the
Gentiles unclean, but then God
prepared him for new people
coming into the church. In this
passage it seemed like the most
amazing things were happening.

Again, the Jews believed that
other nations were quite outside
the mercy of God. The really
strict Jews had no contact with
the Gentiles or the Jews who did
not observe the Law. In particu-
lar, he never would have been a
guest of a man who did not ob-
serve the Law, but look at what
Peter did. Knowing the Jewish
Law, the representatives of
Cornelius' house went no farther
than the door; nevertheless, Peter
asked them in and gave them
hospitality.

Acts 10:23 reads, "Then called
he them in, and lodged them.
And on the morrow Peter went
away with them, and certain
brethren from Joppa accompa-
nied him." When Peter arrived at
Caesarea, Cornelius met him at
the door. No doubt, Cornelius
was wondering whether Peter
would cross the threshold, but
Peter did enter his house. Acts
10:27, speaking of Peter, states,
"And as he talked with him, he
went in, and found many that
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were come together." In the most
amazing way, the barriers were
beginning to come down, and the
wall that stood between the Jew,
the Gentile, and the Samaritan
was broken down.

Ephesians 2:13-15 tells us:
"But now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For
he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition be-
tween us; Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in him-
self of twain one new man, so
making peace."

God loves all people. Peter,
seemingly the most prejudice of
all the disciples, saw the love of
God with his own eyes and was
a witness to the fact that God
accepts whosoever will into His
kingdom. In Acts, Chapter 10,
read what Peter learned. Verses
34-35 tell us: "Then Peter opened
his mouth, and said, Of a truth I
perceive that God is no respecter
of persons: But in every nation he
that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with
him." 

Today I am concerned that
many are like the Jews of that
day and in the days of Jesus.
They are familiar with the church
and know a lot of things that
have taken place over the years.
They have felt and witnessed the
goodness of God. You need to
always keep in mind that God
does not let a person go on in sin
without retribution. At some
point, that person is going to
start paying for what he has
done.

God's Goodness Has a Limit

God does not want to use
severity. He would much rather
use goodness, but He is not going
to let a person trample His good-
ness under foot. There is a limit
to God's goodness. The Bible tells

us in Luke 13:6-9: "He (Jesus)
spake also this parable; A certain
man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard; and he came and
sought fruit thereon, and found
none. Then said he unto the
dresser of his vineyard, Behold,
these three years I come seeking
fruit on this fig tree, and find
none: cut it down; why cumber-
eth it the ground? And he an-
swering said unto him, Lord, let
it alone this year also, till I shall
dig about it, and dung it: And if
it bear fruit, well: and if not, then
after that thou shalt cut it down."

This parable teaches us that
often the Gospel gives us another
chance. God is very kind to the
one who falls, to the one who is
bound, and to the one who has
trouble believing. Also, He is
very kind to the weak, but this
parable makes it very clear there
is a final chance. If a person con-
tinues to refuse God's pleadings
time after time, the time will
come when, by his own deliber-
ate choice, he will shut himself
out. I would not want to see that
happen to anyone, but if there is
not a drastic change in attitude,
some could be on the very brink
of experiencing God's severity.

Sinner friend, have you ever
been in a service or someplace
where the Spirit of God has come
really close to you? God does
that to warm your heart, to show
you that He really loves you and
wants to come into your heart.
God has come really close to
each of us, the Christian and the
sinner alike. Sadly, in many in-
stances, the sinner still remains
the same. Romans 2:5-6 states:
"But after thy hardness and im-
penitent heart treasurest up unto
thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God; Who
will render to every man accord-
ing to his deeds." Paul used the
words "hardness" and "impeni-
tent heart." Another translation
of verse 5 makes those words a
little clearer. It reads, "But be-

cause you are stubborn and re-
fuse to turn from your sin, you
are storing up terrible judgment
for yourself, for a day of anger is
coming when God's righteous
judgment will be revealed. He
will judge everyone according to
what they have done."

What does the Word of God
say about stubbornness? When
Samuel was speaking to King
Saul, he said in 1 Samuel 15:23,
"For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is
as iniquity and idolatry. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, he hath also rejected thee
from being king." Why not take
advantage of God's goodness
today? Would you not rather
have goodness than severity?
There are so many good things
that God gives us. He gives us
good health, good homes, good
wages, good families, good
friends, good congregations, and
the very air we breathe each day.

I ask you, will you let the
goodness of God lead you to
repentance? If you are not saved,
let this be the day that you give
your heart to God Who loves you
and wants the best for you.
Someone might think that be-
cause he has not done vile things,
or has not gone deep in sin, there
is no need to repent. Dear one,
why not come to Jesus before you
get involved in vile things or
before death finds you in a lost
condition? If you enjoy going to
church and enjoy being around
God's people, why not go all the
way and become a child of God?
If you have not gone deep in the
vile things of the world, you
need God to assure victory for
you.

Choosing the Goodness of God

God is not going to put up
with rejection forever. God has a
limit, and only He knows what
that limit is. Some feel that they
cannot live sin free. They may
say they have tried and tried to
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In Ireland, some time ago, a teacher asked a little boy if there was anything that God
could not do, and the little fellow said, "Yes, He cannot see my sins through the blood
of Christ." The blood covers them.

quit smoking, to quit taking
drugs, to quit drinking alcohol,
or to quit doing bad things. A lot
of us were in that same condi-
tion. Some have tried to quit
smoking and actually threw
away the cigarettes. Others have
tried to quit drugs on their own,
and many are still bound. Drink-
ing alcohol and other vices can
destroy one's health, ruin fami-
lies, and destroy one financially.
Have you tried Jesus? Have you
laid these vices and your sins at
the Cross of Jesus Christ? Do not
allow these things to destroy
your life. Do not let sin have do-
minion over you. You need to
put forth effort and bring your
burdens to Jesus. You do not
want God's severity.

When I was a child, I would
much rather go to my parents
and receive goodness than sever-
ity. In the Bible you can read of
some who pushed God too far,
and they paid a terrible price.
Judas went too far and was a
traitor to Jesus. In the Old Testa-
ment, in the antediluvian world

before the Flood, King Saul, King
Ahab, and others took God too
far.

Dear one, you need to let the
goodness of God work in your
heart and life to lead you to re-
pentance. Do not put off salva-
tion and try to wait for the right
time. Some put it off, thinking
they will wait until they are
ready. I was like that. I kept try-
ing to quit certain habits in my
own strength. One day I woke up
to the fact that I could not do
anything in my own strength,
and I turned to Jesus. I confessed
and forsook my sins, and the
power of God came into my life.
Then I was able to gain victory
over sin and the vices that had
me bound. 

Romans 6:12-13 reads: "Let
not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey
it in the lusts thereof. Neither
yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves
unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your mem-

bers as instruments of righteous-
ness unto God."

Being cleansed from sin is a
wonderful feeling. Knowing that
you are a child of God is won-
derful. Being saved is wonderful.
I am not referring to church join-
ing or joining anything. I am talk-
ing about being born again. If
you are not saved, you need to
find a place where you can get
alone with God and pour out
your heart to Him. You need to
confess your sins and forsake
them. The Bible tells us in Prov-
erbs 28:13, "He that covereth his
sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy." I would rather
have mercy than severity, and I
am sure that you would too. Sec-
ond Peter 3:9 reads, "The Lord is
not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to
repentance."

(Compact Disc TR-2491)

[Spring Camp Mtg. Report—contin. from p. 2]

of progressive salvation.
Thursday morning Pastor

Roger Decker brought a message
on baptism. He encouraged those
who had recently gotten saved to
be  determined to go on with the
Lord and to be baptized. At the
close of his message, eleven
precious souls walked into the
watery grave. Of those eleven
souls, three were from the Sum-
mersville, West Virginia, con-
gregation and eight were from
the Newark congregation. 

Among the highlights of the
Spring Camp Meeting were the
children's services in the old
barn. Each morning at 10 o'clock,
the children gathered in to pray,
to sing, and to hear a Gospel
story. Sister Karen Wilks faith-
fully taught those young hearts
about Jesus. Saturday morning
the children met in the tabernacle
to sing and bless the saints. A
teaching service was held every
afternoon at 3 o'clock. Brother
David Stegmeier and Brother
Earl R. Borders brought informa-

tive lessons on vital Christian
subjects. Certainly we would not
leave out the wonderful singing
by the choir, by the special sing-
ers, and by the congregation. The
singing was uplifting and inspir-
ing to the services. Many specials
were sung by various outstand-
ing groups. The singing of
special groups led to the altars
being filled in two services. A list
of all the messages preached
during the camp meeting is on
page 26 of this issue.

6 GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2021



Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip.

2 For if the word spoken by
angels was stedfast, and every trans-

gression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward; 

3 How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by

them that heard him;
4 God also bearing them witness,

both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Ghost, according to his own
will?

Brother Richard Talbot

Giving the More Earnest Heed

All the saved are called upon
to continually watch. Church,
you have to stay on guard. You
must keep your eyes open and
watch for every sign of the en-
emy prowling around to find a
way to ensnare and to draw you
away from the precious Truth.
Therefore, you ought to watch.

Do you know what the word
ought means? When my mother
or father would say to me, "Rich-
ard, you ought to do this," I
thought that meant I had an op-
tion regarding whether or not I
had to do it. I applied my own
definition. When I did not do it,
my mother would say: "Why
didn't you do what I told you to

do? When I tell you that you
ought to do something, you had
better do it."

The Apostle Paul let the
church know that they had better
pay attention to the Word of God
and to give the more earnest
heed. You should not take this
lightly or take the preaching of
the Word nonchalantly. You
should not take going to church
as merely something to do. The
word ought is used to express
duty or a moral obligation. The
word earnest expresses serious
intention.

My mother used to say:
"Richard, if you would learn to
pay attention to my face, you
could save yourself a lot of
trouble. When I tell you to do

something, my face shows that I
am not joking."

I tried that when driving the
school bus for years. I told the
children: "When I call your name,
you need to watch my face when
I look at you in the mirror and
give you one of those looks. You
need to pay attention to that, and
then you will not get in trouble."

God wants you to keep your
eyes on His face. He is serious,
and He is earnest. If you will
learn to sense the Spirit of God
working in your life, it will save
you from a lot of trouble. When a
parent looks over at his child in
church when a child is making
noise or carrying on, he does not
look over and smile. He looks
over with a frown. He is convey-
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ing something without speaking
a word. His face is telling that
child, "You had better behave or
consequences are coming."

Being earnest is to be serious
in intention, not joking or play-
ful, but sincerely zealous, lest (or
for fear that) you let something
slip. You ought to give the more
earnest heed to things which you
have heard, for fear that you
might let them slip. The word
slip refers to the thought of drift-
ing or slowly moving away from
something, or to slide gradually
from the position you were in.

Second Peter 3:17-18 reads:
"Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye
know these things before, beware
lest ye also, being lead away with
the error of the wicked, fall from
your own stedfastness, But grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now
and for ever. Amen." John wrote
in 2 John 1:8, "Look to your-
selves, that we lose not those
things which we have wrought,
but that we receive a full re-
ward." He was speaking of things
that you have already gained,
accomplished, and achieved, the
ground that you have already
gained for God. You can lose that
ground if you are not careful.

Are You Pushing Forward
or Sliding Backward?

The Apostle Paul's advice to
Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:18-19
was this: "This charge I commit
unto thee, son Timothy, accord-
ing to the prophecies which went
before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare;
Holding faith, and a good con-
science; which some having put
away concerning faith have
made shipwreck." 

What you hold dear to your
heart, you value very dearly.
Every individual must learn for
himself the value of Truth. Some
put great value upon it, and they
highly value what they have in

their heart and soul. Others
might not value Truth as highly.
They take it in and endure it, or
put up with it, but they do not
put a big price on it. 

The price you put on some-
thing determines how much you
value it. This can vary from one
person to another. So much de-
pends on the attitude that you
hold toward the Truth. In Mat-
thew 6:21 Jesus said, "For where
your treasure is, there will your
heart be also."

In this message I want you to
consider two words: passive and
persistent. The word passive re-
fers to having a ho-hum attitude.
Being passive means, "easy going;
apathetic; having or showing
little concern or little or no emo-
tion; uninterested." Passive refers
to the thought of being "sleepy,
compliant, nonresistant, phleg-
matic (which means 'not easily
excited to action; sluggishness')
resigned to accept a situation and
make no effort to make things
better."

Several years ago people
often used an interjection to
indicate their indifference to a
matter. They said, "Whatever,"
which meant they did not care
about a situation or a previous
statement.

A modern-day saying is, "It is
what it is." In other words, deal
with it. It is an expression used to
characterize a frustrating or chal-
lenging situation that a person
believes cannot be changed and
must be accepted. Many people
have become passive in their
attitudes. They believe that noth-
ing is ever going to change, so
they sit back and roll with the
flow. I do not like rolling with
the flow. I enjoy the challenge of
living for God. I enjoy the excite-
ment of being a true child of God
in this ungodly, sin-cursed
world. It is grand to be a Chris-
tian. Being passive is not a
characteristic that you should
seek. 

The word persistent means,

"consistent, or having dogged-
ness." The meaning of doggedness
is, "persistent in effort; stub-
bornly tenacious." This means to
be stubborn in the right way,
such as being stubborn for Truth,
being stubborn in your stand for
God, or being stubborn in your
belief of the Truth of God's
Word. Being persistent also
means, "enduring steadfastness,
having grit (which refers to 'firm-
ness of character; indomitable
spirit')." A person who is persis-
tent has his mind made up. His
foot is on the Rock. As a Chris-
tian, you need to be assertive,
confidently aggressive, assured,
and positive.

Everyone comes under the
description of being either pas-
sive or persistent. Sometimes a
person can be a combination of
both in different areas. There is
trouble in the home when both
the husband and the wife are
persistent and stubborn with
each other. Each one can be de-
termined to insist upon his or her
own ideas. I like my wife to be
passive at those times. I like to be
the persistent one. However,
there are times when I have
found that I needed to be a little
more passive and ease up a little.
When it comes to matters of the
soul, either you are spiritually
alive and well or you are slowly
dying. You are either fighting or
surrendering. You are pushing
forward or sliding backward.

Years ago, Brother Emerson
Wilson got up to the pulpit to
preach, and he said: "I want to
tell you folks that anybody who
says he is just holding his own
has backslidden. You cannot
merely hold your own in this
business of serving God. You are
either going forward or going
backward." If you stop, you are
in trouble.

Persistent Prayer

One of the never-ending and
ever-needed duties of a pastor is
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to keep himself and his flock in
an ardent fervor of soul, ever
keeping a fire of spiritual life
burning in the saints. The word
ardent means "intense feeling,
passionate, fervent, intensity,
devoted, eager, burning, fiery
hot." If every professing child of
God would come to the services
fired up in his soul, zealous in
heart, and anxious to worship the
Lord, what a congregation that
would be!  That would be a great
work.

In the Book of Luke, Chapter
18, is a lesson that you should
never forget. It is a lesson that
you should place great emphasis
on. It is the parable of a widow
woman. Luke 18:1-8 reads: "And
he spake a parable unto them to
this end, that men ought always
to pray, and not to faint; Saying,
There was in a city a judge,
which feared not God, neither
regarded man: And there was a
widow in that city; and she came
unto him, saying, Avenge me of
mine adversary. And he would
not for a while: but afterward he
said within himself, Though I
fear not God, nor regard man;
Yet because this widow troubleth
me, I will avenge her, lest by her
continual coming she weary me.

"And the Lord said, Hear
what the unjust judge saith. And
shall not God avenge his own
elect, which cry day and night
unto him, though he bear long
with them? I tell you that he will
avenge them speedily. Neverthe-
less when the Son of man com-
eth, shall he find faith on the
earth?" Jesus related this parable
to help each of us guard against
negligence and to encourage us
to show persistence, to be deter-
mined, to keep pressing, to keep
praying, to keep holding on, to
keep right on doing what we
need to do to get our prayers
answered and to get God to
move upon our situations of life.

Persistent prayer is equal to
being persistent in living for
God. If you want to be faithful in

the things of God, you must have
a faithful, fervent prayer life. You
must develop the character of
being a praying person. You will
never go very far with God with-
out a deep consecration to
prayer. Prayer is essential to spir-
itual success. As breath is to the
body, so prayer is to the soul of
man. You need to pray and also
believe that God hears you. You
need to have confidence when
you bow before God that your
life is clean and holy. Is your
mind pure? Does the Holy Spirit
reside in your soul? You can
have access to the very throne of
God.

God can read the intent of
your heart, and He can under-
stand the burden of your mind.
He knows the very things that
you are feeling that cannot be put
into words. Had the widow
woman in Luke, Chapter 18, been
of a passive mind, she never
would have received what she
needed. She would have walked
off, shrugged her shoulders, and
said: "I guess I'm going to have to
put up with the situation. I'm not
going to get anywhere with that
judge." That is what a lot of
people do.

Sometimes people feel
hopeless because they have tried
and failed repeatedly. They have
prayed and prayed, and nothing
happened, so the devil convinced
them strongly that God was not
listening and that He does not
care about them. What do they
need? They need the spirit of
persistence to get themselves
back into favor with God. They
need to get the fire rekindled in
their souls and believe that God
will avenge his own speedily.

Little by little, the answer to
prayer is going to come. God will
honor faithful prayer. The soul of
man was designed by God to be
God's dwelling place. That was
the whole purpose of Creation.
Adam and Eve were living in
that perfect picture of God's in-
tention, until sin entered in. To

this end, in Christ, the plan of
salvation was fulfilled to restore
that perfect relationship between
man and God.

Being Too Passive

I like to have a good relation-
ship with the Lord. I like to think
that God really cares about me.
That makes me special, maybe
not in your eyes, but in God's
eyes. The saints are precious in
His eyes. Prayer is the means of
this relationship surviving. How
much do you believe in prayer?

A ship was sinking in the
midst of a terrible storm. The
captain called out, "Does anyone
truly believe in prayer?"

Only one passenger stepped
forward and said, "I do, sir."

The captain said: "Good.
Then go to your stateroom and
pray, because we have one hun-
dred people on board and only
ninety-nine life jackets." Do you
really believe in prayer? Could
you get down and pray without a
life jacket on a sinking ship and
trust God to take care of you?
That would really put your faith
to the test, would it not? He was
saying, "Practice what you say
you believe."

I want you to look at an
example of a passive person in
the Scriptures. My mind went to
Eli, a priest in the Old Testament.
First Samuel, Chapter 3, tells of
how Eli refused to restrain his
sons from their wicked behavior.
He was too passive. No doubt,
people came to him often to tell
him about his sons. He probably
thought: "What can I do? They
are adults."

Eli made no effort to restrain
them or to correct them, and it
cost him. Eli lost his own life, and
Israel lost the ark of God to the
Philistines. Eli had gotten to the
place where he would not do
anything about his sons' wicked
behavior. Of course, his sons
were adults, but he could have
made an effort. He could have let
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his position be known to his sons,
and he could have disapproved
of their behavior publicly. It
seems to me that they might have
grown into this rebellion because
Eli evidently never controlled
them much when they were little,
and then they evolved into great
wickedness. How many homes
today have lost the presence of
God? How many homes have
parents who have become too
passive and too easy going? Sad-
ly, they have no restraints and no
rules; therefore, God's presence
has had to leave that home.

Another man named Elisha
was very persistent. Second
Kings, Chapter 2, tells of how he
followed Elijah very persistently.
Elisha was tested three times by
Elijah and warned two times by
the sons of the prophets, but Elis-
ha never failed or gave in under
pressure. He said, "As the LORD

liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I
will not leave thee" (verse 4).
Elijah tried to get him to stay
where they were three times, but
Elisha was persistent and
pressed on. Two times the sons
of the prophets questioned him.
Elisha knew what he wanted,
and he went after it. We need
persistent saints today who know
what they want with God and
who go after it. Dear one, you
need to seek after God with all
your heart, soul, and mind.

Missed Opportunities

In 2 Kings, Chapter 13, you
can read about Joash, the king of
Israel. He was affected by a terri-
ble case of complacency. He re-
ceived the prophecy of Elisha.
Elisha told him to put his hand
on the bow, and then Elisha
placed his hand on top of Joash's
hand and blessed him. Next,
Elisha told him to open the win-
dow and shoot, and he did so.
Elisha said the arrow was the
arrow of the LORD'S deliverance.
Joash was well aware that Elisha
was giving a prophecy and giv-

ing him the anointing of God.
Then, in essence, Elisha said, "I
want you to take the arrows and
smite the ground." Joash took the
arrows and struck the ground
three times and quit. I can just
imagine him thinking there was
no sense of doing this anymore.

Elisha became angry with the
king and said, in so many words,
"You should have struck the
ground five or six times." Joash
showed no enthusiasm and no
inspiration, knowing this was a
prophecy of God giving him vic-
tory over the Syrians. However,
he was so complacent, so pas-
sive, and so nonchalant that he
missed the great victory that he
could have had over Syria. Many
times pastors get stirred as they
see saints missing golden oppor-
tunities to go deeper with God.
Too many young people have
thrown their lives away when
they could have gone deeper
with the Lord. What happened?
They became careless and
passive, and they lacked zeal.

Persistence is necessary in the
home. Parents must guard
against the pressures that youth
can exert. Some people say that
teenagers can be difficult to raise,
but teenagers were not always
teenagers. Many times the rebel-
lion that comes in the teenage
years stems from a spoiled child-
hood. Sometimes children are
allowed to live with little or no
restraint and are handed every-
thing on a silver platter, so to
speak, and seldom have to work
for anything. Everything they
want, they get.

Parents should not give their
children everything they want
just because they want it. There
were things that I asked my
mother and father for, and some-
times they said, "You are not
getting that."

"Why?"
"Because you are not getting

it."
"But, Mom, I want it."
"You are not getting it."

If you want your children to
be under your control as they
move into the teenage years, you
have to control them from the
time they are little. That does not
always prove to be 100 percent
sure, but it is the rule; that is
God's standard. Sometimes par-
ents have a child who is an
exception to the rule. He or she
may go his or her own way re-
gardless of what a good parent
does, but at least you know that
you did what you could do. If
you do not, you are going to be
held accountable.

I remember Brother Emerson
Wilson telling about praying
with someone at the altar who
was crying and really broke up.
He asked that person what she
was there for, and she said, "I
can't control my children, so I
want to turn them over to God."

He looked at her and said:
"God doesn't want your children.
He gave them to you to raise."
You cannot turn your children
over to God so that you can be
free from your responsibility and
not have to worry about them.
That is the reason God gave chil-
dren parents. Some parents get
so busy and so involved in their
own lives that they become too
passive in the home.

Persistence in the Home

As a child grows and reaches
the teenage years, many parents
begin to wake up to realize that
something is wrong, and they do
not know how to get the children
back under control. Once they
get out of hand, then they have
some serious problems. If you
fail them in childhood, you may
pay a big price in the teenage
years, but you need to pay it and
get hold of the situation. You
need to pray and do what you
can by the greatness of God to
get things back under control.
You must stay persistent in
holding to God's principles and
doctrines. Your godly convic-
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tions should be enforced on your
children. You ought to teach your
children what the Word of God
says.

One sister complained to her
pastor that her teenage daughter
was severely disrupting the
home by wanting to wear pants
to school. The mother reasoned
that if she gave in to her daugh-
ter and agreed to allow her to
wear pants to school, she would
not give them any more trouble.
The pastor said to her: "Sister, if
you give in to your daughter,
you might have peace in the
home, but you will have trouble
with God. If you want peace in
the home, give in to her. If you
want peace with God, you must
hold the line. Once you start giv-
ing in on one point, you will
never stop. The process will keep
on."

Parents must never relinquish
control of the home. Ephesians
6:4 states, "And, ye fathers, pro-
voke not your children to wrath:
but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord." As
a parent, you need persistence in
controlling all electronics in the
home. You should not use elec-
tronic devices as a modern-day
babysitter and just leave children
with that device for hours. If you
do, you may lose your children.
You must interact and be in-
volved with them. As a mother,
you are to be at home training,
raising, teaching, guiding those
little hearts and minds. You
should not be passive and shrug
your shoulders and say: "Well,
they are going to do it anyway. I
might as well have them do it at
home where I can keep an eye on
them." The problem is, they
seldom keep any eye on them.
They are very passive and not
understanding.

You must be persistent in
holiness regardless of what oth-
ers do. Peer pressure is real, and
it is a powerful adversary. How-
ever, regardless of what others
do, you must pursue holiness,

righteousness, and godliness in
your home for your children.
When I was growing up, some
families let their children do
things that my mother and father
never let us do. My mother said:
"I am not their mother. I am your
mother, and you are not doing
it."

It did not matter to my moth-
er what others were doing. I did
not like that. It did not seem fair
to me, but that was the home I
was in. There was nothing that I
could do about it. I learned to
accept it and go on. Life is like
that. Peer pressure does not stop
when you get married or as you
mature into adulthood. It follows
old-time preachers around. We
are subject to peer pressure as
much as anybody else is. It is a
lifetime conflict.

Appreciating Parental
Restrictions

Young person, if you have
persistent parents who hold re-
strictions on you that you dislike
or feel are unnecessary, you need
to respect your parents and re-
spect those restrictions. As you
grow older and mature, you will
come to appreciate those watch-
ful eyes of caring parents. Do not
fight against the restrictions. 

Children will get upset
because they are children, but
they have to be taught how to
handle their upsets. You cannot
expect a child not to get upset,
because even parents get upset,
so children will naturally get
upset. They are not going to like
being told that they cannot do
this or that. The parent has to
deal with a child and teach him
how to handle disappointments
and upsets and to learn that
Daddy and Mommy know best.
Children cannot grasp that.

It was not until I got married
and had children of my own that
I began to fully understand my
mother's words when she would
say, "Mother and Father know

best." Once I became a parent, I
understood those words. Becom-
ing passive will cause you to lose
your children. You must be
persistent. 

Many a godly young person
began courtship with a sincere
determination to hold high
values and strong moral princi-
ples, but sometimes the begin-
ning is far different from the
ending. Both the boy and the girl
may make up their minds to be-
have respectfully, but over time
the pressures can build. Young
person, weaknesses in your
resolve can occur, and desires
can become stronger if you are
not really holding to your persis-
tent beginning. You must hold
those desires in check.

It is easy to become passive.
When parents are passive with
their teenagers, young people
may not have much of a chance.
When parents do not care what
their young people are doing and
throw open the door and allow
the young people to court and go
their way without restrictions or
oversight, they may lose that
young person. Young people
were never intended to be turned
loose. Life is a growing process
requiring training, teaching,
direction, and control until the
youth become mature adults,
able to step out on their own.
Young person, even after you get
married, Mother and Father are
still going to be around.

You may say, "I am not going
to ask my mom and dad for ad-
vice." You may not have to. They
will offer it free of charge. For
example, a father may say: "Son,
I know you are married now. I
know you have made up your
mind to do this, but I am still
your dad, and I want to help you
and tell you something." The
advice may go in one ear and out
the other, so to speak, but at least
Dad tried. Grandparents may try
as well. As an adult, all the
advice, counsel, wisdom, and
guidance you have had over the
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years should help you to make
proper decisions in life.

Refrain From the
Appearance of Evil

Young person, even if you
know you are planning to get
married, and even if you are en-
gaged to be married, this knowl-
edge does not open the door for
you to feel free to do whatever
you want to do. You must be
persistent in your determination
to keep your courtship holy, de-
cent, and proper.

Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians
5:22, "Abstain from all appear-
ance of evil." The word abstain
means, "to make moves as in
measure against something; to
guard yourself; to hold oneself
back voluntarily, especially from
something regarded as im-
proper." In other words, to ab-
stain is to constrain yourself, to
curb your desires, to deny your-
self, to do without, to evade, to
keep from, to refrain from all
appearance of evil.

You may say, "There is
nothing wrong with what we are
doing." That may be, but does it
have an appearance of evil? We
were always taught that if you
cannot keep your hands off each
other in public, people are auto-
matically going to wonder what
you are doing in the dark when
you are alone. Therefore, you
ought to behave yourself and
stay away from the appearance
of evil. As a Christian, you
should not be in a car parked out
along some wooded lane. I know
this is old-fashioned, and it is
nothing new. This was taught
back in the horse and buggy
days. You must keep yourself
from the appearance of evil. Let
people see your courtship as
godly, decent, pure, and holy,
not lustful. You need to keep a
holy appearance at all times.

Young person, beware of
kissing in courtship. Kissing is
one of the most dangerous parts

of courtship. It can open up pow-
erful passions that become hard
to control. Many parents are so
naive, so passive, so uncon-
cerned that some young people
have gotten comfortable petting
one another and kissing right in
front of Mom and Dad. 

Many parents seem to trust
their children because they
taught them right and think they
are not going to do anything
wrong. Do not fool yourself. Do
not be blinded. Young people
still need a guiding, controlling
hand. They need some restraints
put on them. As a parent, you
need to stand firmly.

Modesty is another area
where persistence is needed. In
1 Timothy 2:7 Paul stated his
position. He said he was an or-
dained preacher and a teacher,
and then he began to set forth his
message to Timothy. He spoke
about praying and lifting up holy
hands, referring to the holiness of
a man's life in all his dealings. A
Christian must live holy. Paul
wrote in Titus 2:1, "But speak
thou the things which become
sound doctrine." Sound doctrine
includes teaching and instruc-
tion. We need good sound
doctrine.

The Biblical Standard
of Modesty

In 1 Timothy 2:9 the Apostle
Paul wrote about women dress-
ing in modest apparel. The
Church of God teaches modest
dress for both men and women,
not because it is a church doc-
trine necessarily, but because it is
a Biblical command. The church
teaches it because it is in the Bi-
ble. It is not something the
Church of God got together and
made up, but the Church of God
teaches and stands for modesty
because it is in God's Word. It is
by the order of God's Eternal
Word. The Bible standard is im-
portant. It is what shows the
world how Christians ought to

behave, dress, and act. It is not
only for your protection but also
to show the world the standard
of holiness and righteousness.
There is no holiness in a dress,
but the principle is spoken.

When you walk into a store
and you see other ladies walking
down an aisle with long hair and
wearing a modest dress or skirt,
that is unusual, and it draws at-
tention. That is what God wants.
He wants His children to be as a
gazing stock to the world. Let the
world look upon you and see a
principle of holiness and righ-
teousness. Modesty is a Biblical
standard.

A woman ought to wear her
tops high enough so that when
she bends over, nothing is seen
that should not be seen. The
dress, skirt, or jumper should be
loose enough and long enough so
that when she sits down, she
does not have to worry about a
man seeing something he should
not see. Her sleeves ought to be
long enough down her arms so
that if she raises her arms, one
cannot see the bareness of her
underarms.

What you wear to church and
what you wear other places
should uphold the same standard
of modesty. That ought to be the
way you dress every day. At
times, we allowed our girls to
wear something underneath a
dress or a skirt if they were going
to be involved in something that
might be necessary to keep them
modest.

Why was there so much
emphasis on a woman's modesty
in the Bible? It was because that
is a means of temptation. Men
are tempted by what they see.
That is the reason God wants the
sisters to be dressed modestly.
Modesty applies in every situa-
tion, including sports. The activ-
ity should not determine what
you think is modest. The stan-
dard of modesty does not change
from church to any other place.
The standard of my wife was the
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT

A woman sat under a tree sewing

homemade lace on a handkerchief. A lady

stopped to inquire the price of her work and to

have conversation. She asked, "Do you live

here?"

The woman replied, "No, I live over the hill,

and last night when I walked home, a wild cat

followed me, but because I carried a lantern and

walked in the circle of light, I was safe."

Do you mean the wild cat did not attack

you while you were in the light?"

"Yes, that is right," replied the woman.

What a lesson for the Christian is this!

standard for our daughters. The
father's standard of modesty
should be the standard for his
son. 

Modesty must be persistent.
As a Christian, if you want your
children to grow up right, you
have to train them. Girls should
wear dresses or skirts, not pants
or shorts. Boys should wear long
pants. You may say: "Well, I am
going to let my girls wear pants
and shorts until they are ten or
twelve years of age, and then I
will start putting dresses on my
girls and long pants on my boys."
It will not work that way. When
girls get to be that age, they will
already be set in their desire for
those things. You could not bring
that change peaceably.

You need to be persistent and
seek to develop an earnestness
about your home and your own
life. You need to be what God
would have you to be. It is im-
portant to be persistent year in
and year out. Do not change. Do
not let peer pressure draw you
away from holiness and righ-
teousness. You need God's Word.
Do not be passive. Some things
may cause you trouble. If you
have slipped into low gear, so to
speak, you need to shift back into
high gear. 

If you have lost control of
your home, you need to take
back control and bring things
into line again. If you have given
up persistent praying and re-
signed yourself to the sad

condition of your life, I want to
encourage you, dear one. God
can still correct any problem in
your life. He can help you and
work with you. You may need to
get the fire of faith and that de-
sire with God rekindled and
burning again, but you must let
God do the work in you. Nothing
is impossible with God. The
widow woman in Luke, Chapter
18, was persistent. She would not
give up. Jesus taught that parable
to help you to realize that you
should never give up. You need
to persist right on in your life.

(Compact Disc TR-1582)
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At the age of eighteen, I had a
longing in my soul to be saved.
My father and mother were not
Christians; therefore, I had no
encouragement to live for Christ
in our home. A lady in the
community in which I was reared
heard of a great revival con-
ducted by two well-known
evangelists. She wrote and asked
them to come to east Tennessee
to conduct a revival meeting.
They came to a schoolhouse that
was used as a church. It was lo-
cated not far from my father's
home, and they began to have
services there. The meeting was
widely advertised, and the atten-
dance was exceedingly large. All
the seats were taken, and they
did not even have standing
room. The songs were beautiful
and the preaching was wonder-
ful. This revival appealed to me
very differently from any other
revival that I had ever attended.
I could hardly wait until the hour
came when I could return to the
dear old schoolhouse to listen to
the sweetest songs that I had ever
heard.

I enjoyed the preaching, but I
was especially impressed with
the singing. The room was filled
with the glory of God and a num-
ber of my friends were gloriously
saved. They came to me and lov-
ingly put their arms around me
and invited me to come to Jesus.
I stood by my seat in the congre-
gation, trembling and weeping,
as they sang the old song, "Lost

Forever." I wanted to be saved. I
desired to go with my friends
and kneel before the Lord for
prayer and to consecrate my
young life to Jesus. I loved my
dear father so much, and he was
near to my heart. He cared for
me when I could not care for
myself. Unexpectedly, he forbade
me to go to the altar. He said:
"We are not acquainted with
those ministers. We do not un-
derstand their teaching, and if
you go to the altar during their
services, you will have to leave
home."

I believe my father was
honest in his convictions, but one
can be honest and be wrong. I
was much perplexed. My soul
was lost. The thought came to
me, "What shall I do?" Presently
I decided, "I shall have to give up
father or give up Heaven. I can-
not sacrifice all Heaven to please
my earthly father. I shall have no
place to go in this world, but I
shall have a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. A
mansion in the house of God will
mean more to me than a home on
earth." My soul was awakened to
its awful condition. I longed for a
real experience of full salvation,
so I said goodbye to my father
and to the world of sin. With a
broken heart I made my way to
the altar of prayer.

I called on God, agonizingly
and believingly. I had a struggle
over one thing that came to my
mind. A Christian friend with

whom I had been acquainted all
my life came and knelt by me
and told me what to do to be
saved. He offered an earnest
prayer for me. I said, "Yes, Lord,
I will give up all for you." Then
suddenly the love of God came
into my soul. Praise God, my
heart was bathed with Heaven's
sunshine. Smilingly, I looked up
through tears and told my
friends, "Jesus has saved me."
Praise God, the change was real!
I went on my way home rejoicing
in my Savior's love.

Days and weeks sped by
pleasantly, but at last the test
came. One dark, lonely night my
father scolded me severely for
attending church. He informed
me in unmistakable terms that I
would have to give up my
religion or leave his door. He
said, "Pack your clothes! You will
have to go." As I looked at his
large, flashing eyes, I knew he
meant what he said. I had not
forgotten my consecration to the
Lord the night He saved me from
my sins; therefore, I said gently
to my father, "I will pack my
clothes and leave home." I had no
place to go, but I thought of what
the Psalmist David wrote in
Psalm 27:10. He stated, "When
my father and my mother forsake
me, Then the LORD will take me
up." I said, "Father, when
you think of me being away from
home, I want you to remember
that I left home because you
would not let me serve the Lord."

It Pays to
Forsake All
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Presently his countenance
changed. Tears came into his
eyes, and he said to me so
sweetly, "You are the only one in
our family living for Jesus, so I
want you to stay at home and
serve the Lord, and I don't want
to hinder you."

From that night, my father
had implicit confidence in me
and highly respected my reli-

gion. I was the first one in our
family to read a chapter from the
old leather-backed Bible and
pray. My father was a large man,
but he would kneel with me in
prayer. It pays to be true to God.
He quit his sins, and a number of
years before he passed away, I
heard him say, "I have settled it
all with the Lord." I am glad that
I gave my heart to Jesus in the

days of my youth. At the age of
eighteen, I accepted the whole
truth. I know there is but one
way that leads to Heaven, and I
mean to go onward and upward
until I reach the goal.

Selected

2022 Camp Meeting
Dates at God's Acres

June 19-26
July 31 - August 7

December 28-31

We hope you will plan your vacation time so that you can
join us in these old-fashioned camp meetings.

WE WELCOME EVERYONE!
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Matthew 5:1 And seeing the
multitudes, he went up into a moun-
tain: and when he was set, his disci-
ples came unto him:

2 And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they

shall inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are they which do

hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers:
for they shall be called the children of
God.

10 Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness' sake:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men
shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you.

Brother Alan Vossler

God's People Are Blessed

There is a promise of blessing
to God's people if we obey Him.
God's people throughout history
have been a special people. They
have been called the apple of
God's eye. They have been titled
different things, but God's people

are blessed. Oh, there will be
difficulties. Balak tried to harm
the children of Israel and tried to
get Balaam to curse God's peo-
ple, but he could not curse them
because they were a blessed peo-
ple. Life is not without problems,
but that does not mean that we
are not a blessed people. God is

actively involved in the lives and
the affairs of His people. He has
always proven Himself faithful.
He will see you through, with the
condition that you stay in the
center of His will.

We are thankful that the Holy
Spirit saw fit to preserve these
words of Jesus Christ in our
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Scripture text. They are a tremen-
dous comfort to those who have
their faith and confidence in
Him. The word blessed in the
Greek means, "fortunate, well off,
and happy." Now, we are not
always happy. Certain things
will come along life's pathway
that will cause us to be unhappy
for a period of time, but we have
something greater than this tem-
poral world that we live in, and
we thank God for it.

Do you consider yourself
well off? If you are saved, the
blood of Jesus Christ has covered
your sins and you are well off.
Millions of people in this world
do not know what it means to
have their sins washed away.

If you have salvation, the
grace of God has been bestowed
upon you, and the blood cover-
ing your sins makes you well off
indeed. You have something to
look forward to that is far better
and grander than this world. I
believe Heaven is far greater and
far more beautiful than gold and
silver. On the other hand, I also
believe that hell is far worse than
the flames. Hell is a place to be
avoided at all costs.

Jesus said in Luke 6:20,
"Blessed be ye poor: for yours is
the kingdom of God." We live in
a time when materialism has
captivated much of our society.
Most consider wealthy people
well off, but that is the world's
errant way of thinking. God does
not measure wealth by how
much money you have. He has a
different standard. He has a
holiness standard.

I work with people who build
many different things. Most peo-
ple like nice things, and there is
nothing wrong with that, but
there is also nothing wrong with
saying, "I cannot afford this." You
are not a second-class citizen
because you cannot afford what
someone else can afford. You
need to find contentment in your
lot in life. If you have a meager
income, then you need to be

content with that. Who is provid-
ing what you have? God is pro-
viding it, so you need to find
contentment in your lot in life no
matter what that is.

The Poor in Spirit

Just because some people
have more and do more does not
mean that you are poor. Let us
not get a mentality that wealth is
associated with material bless-
ings, because it goes far beyond
material blessings. The Psalmist
David said in Psalm 40:17, "But I
am poor and needy; yet the Lord
thinketh upon me: thou art my
help and my deliverer; make no
tarrying, O my God." God looks
at the poor and needy with favor,
love, and compassion.

David said, "I am poor and
needy." Have you ever felt poor
and needy? That is exactly the
position God wants you to be in
so that He can show Himself
strong. Life has its problems, so
we must realize that we need
God. Who is in charge of this
universe? The God of Heaven is
in charge.

The poor in spirit recognize
that they do not have the answer
within themselves. You cannot
meditate and find inner strength,
but you can fast, pray, and read
your Bible to get direction from
God. The Psalmist David recog-
nized his poverty and his need,
and you would do yourself a
great favor if you would do
likewise.

What is it about the poor and
needy that gives them special
favor with God? They recognize
they have a need, and they reach
out to God, the One who can
help them. I have seen God move
in tremendous ways in times
past. The hard times can cause
you to draw nearer to God. He,
in turn, activates His power,
which spurs your faith so the
next time you can trust Him in a
greater way. These are stepping
stones in life. God is trying to

make you a better person, to help
you to have more faith, and to
help you to trust in His power
and His wisdom. God has the
wisdom to deal with every situa-
tion. 

Doctors may be baffled about
how to handle certain situations.
Financial analysts may be baffled
about how to take care of an eco-
nomic crisis, but God always has
the answer. You have to plug
into electricity in order for it to
do something for you. You can
run extension cords all over, but
it is not going to do you any
good until you plug into the
power source. That is what hap-
pens when you reach out to God:
you plug into the source of
power for your life.

The poor in spirit shall inherit
the Kingdom of Heaven. This is
not because they were predes-
tined to do such, but because
they sought and pursued God for
help. The Psalmist David did,
and the saints throughout history
have done so. We can do the
same thing. We have the same
access to the same power. God
does not change. It is not one
way in one century and another
way in the next century. God
does not forget to do some things
and then go back to rearrange.
He has charted the course, and
we need to trust that He will see
us through.

Recognizing Your Need

We are not just predestined to
be blessed and others are predes-
tined to be treated as second-
class citizens. It is when we take
the initiative to reach out and
seek help from God that this is
available for us. The poor in
spirit are rich toward God. This
is just one of the many paradoxes
in Scripture. The Laodicean
church was wealthy materially,
but they were poor toward God.
You can be financially rich and
think you have need of nothing,
just like the Laodicean church,
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and not know your spiritual
poverty. That is a pitiful thing. A
lot of people do not know their
poverty when it comes to spiri-
tual things. Others are poor fi-
nancially but they are rich in
faith, trust, love, and confidence
in the God of Heaven.

Jesus said in verse 4 of our
Scripture text, "Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be
comforted." This mourning is
probably more applicable to the
spiritual condition than to the
physical. Mourning is a process,
and the God of Heaven most
certainly can comfort during the
time of loss and bereavement.
However, this also has reference
to being blessed when you feel
your own spiritual poverty and
being sorrowful enough about
your spiritual condition to do
something about it. Help comes
to those who recognize their con-
dition. Those who think they
have need of nothing will seek
nothing.

If you do not think you need
anything, you are not going to be
looking. Part of the job of the
ministry is to awaken people to
their needs. As the church, we
need to pray for people to be
awakened to their spiritual
needs. Those who think they
need nothing, seek nothing and
find nothing. That leads to a sad
end to be destitute of the bless-
ings that God has afforded peo-
ple to enjoy and not feel any
sense of missing the mark or of
having what God has for them.
Satan blinds people's eyes.
Prayer engages the power of God
to weaken the power of Satan so
people can see their need to
break through the barrier that the
devil has put there for them.

The word comfort in the
Greek means, "to call near, to
invite, or to entreat." God is con-
stantly calling, "Come a little
closer." God is not just calling His
children to draw closer to Him,
but He is calling sinners to repen-
tance. Jesus said in Matthew

11:28, "Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest." If anyone
wants to be called near to God,
he has to be poor in spirit, or in
other words, humble. He who
falls on the rock will be broken. If
you fall on Jesus Christ and con-
fess your sins, He will bring for-
giveness and healing to you, but
you have to empty yourself of
your own will to accept Him.

"Blessed Are the Meek"

The story of the prodigal son
lets us know that is exactly what
the prodigal son had to do. He
had money for a while and could
finance his own way, buy his
friends, and pay to have a good
time. This story proves that God
was in control of the famine that
hit the land where the prodigal
son was. He was living it up. He
had a lot of money, but suddenly
there was a reversal.

Reversals are common in life.
The God of Heaven was in
charge of the famine that hit the
land. I cannot help but think that
God orchestrated that, possibly
for this prodigal son. I know it is
a parable, but God orchestrated
that to bring one young man to
his senses so he could see his
need to go back home to his fa-
ther's house. I thank God that we
have this beautiful story. This
obviously is the imagery of God
the Father forgiving the way-
ward sinner. There is a place of
healing for those who have gone
astray. Blessed are those who are
sorry for the wrongs they have
done. There has to be godly sor-
row in order for repentance and
reconciliation to take place.

Jesus said in verse 5 of our
Scripture text, "Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the
earth." The word meek in the
Greek means, "mild, or humble."
Have you ever met someone who
caused you to feel like you have
been rubbed with a wire brush?
That is not a meek and mild per-

son. Blessed is the meek, mild,
humble person. God loves that
type of person. Humility is one of
the primary conditions that
needs to be met before anyone
can receive much from God.

Jesus said the meek would
inherit the earth, or be heirs. The
proud will not be heirs. How
does one become an heir? A per-
son becomes an heir by becoming
as a child. Unless you become as
a little child and be converted,
you will in no wise enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. When you
become a child of God, you are
bequeathed certain things.

This idea of inheriting the
earth has its roots in the Jewish
promise to God's people inherit-
ing the promised land of Canaan.
We can see why the Jews under-
stood Jesus' teaching. God wants
to give good things to His chil-
dren. Just as He gave the prom-
ised land to the children of Israel,
He wants to give to the church of
the Living God. Maybe not so
much in material things, but spir-
itual blessings, power, and favor
with man to win them to Christ
and into the Kingdom of God.

Having a Spiritual Appetite

Jesus said in our Scripture
text in verse 6, "Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be
filled." Hunger and thirst are
daily bodily desires. This idea
that Jesus skillfully used here is
to teach us to have an appetite
for spiritual things. We need lit-
eral food on a regular basis. We
need to be hydrated on a contin-
ual basis, especially when it is
hot outside. Even more impor-
tantly, we need God, and we
need to hunger and thirst, or
have an appetite to go after the
things of God.

One time I had a boss who
had an illness that caused him
not to have an appetite. He was
very thin. He told me, "I eat to
stay alive, not because I enjoy it."
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That is a pitiful condition, and it
was a pitiful thing to observe, but
he learned to deal with it. The
point is, we need to cultivate an
appetite for the things of God.
That is what Jesus was teaching
here. He was using an everyday
appetite to teach a spiritual les-
son. That spiritual lesson is that
we need to pursue God.

You may say, "I get tired of
reading my Bible and praying
and fasting." You are missing the
point. The point is, if you do
these things, you will be filled.
The word filled in the Greek
means to be fed like a fatted calf,
or a stall-fed calf. Malachi 4:2
reads, "But unto you that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteous-
ness arise with healing in his
wings; and ye shall go forth, and
grow up as calves of the stall."
Stall-fed calves have their appe-
tites satisfied. Those who hunger
and thirst after righteousness will
be filled when they put forth the
effort to pursue it. The reward is
being filled and satisfied.

Today there are a lot of
discontented people in our
world. They are unhappy about
many things. Some burn down
buildings because they are miser-
able, unhappy, discontented, and
misdirected. The people who are
rioting are not happy people.
They are miserable, and they
want others to be as miserable as
they are. I refuse to be miserable.
Do not let miserable people make
you miserable. God wants to
bless you. He wants you to be
filled and satisfied.

This passage of Scripture
literally means that those who
pursue God with insatiable de-
sire will be satisfied spiritually
like a stall-fed calf is physically.
To be satisfied in a world that is
dissatisfied is a blessing indeed.
Many people in our world are
dissatisfied with where they are,
where they are going, and what
they have. If you pursue God,
there is a reward. There is a goal
to be reached, and that goal is for

God to give you personal satis-
faction.

I look at things this way:
some people never put forth
effort into a day's work to get
satisfaction out of it. I do not
know about you, but when I put
in a good day's work, I am all
worn out. Whether I am doing
commercial or residential work,
I take a look at what I have ac-
complished and feel a sense of
satisfaction. This is how God
created us. When it comes to
spiritual things, God does not
just dangle a carrot in front of us,
so to speak. He gives us spiritual
satisfaction. When we reach
spiritual satisfaction, material
things are not really that impor-
tant anymore. God has a way of
satisfying us spiritually.

Showing Mercy

Jesus said in verse 7 of our
Scripture text, "Blessed are the
merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy." The word merciful in the
Greek means, "compassionate,
one who will take the time and
put forth the effort to lift the mis-
ery of others." A lot of people are
in misery. We have the story of
the Good Samaritan in the Bible.
He helped a man who was aban-
doned by others. Jesus let us
know that simply giving a cup of
cold water in His name is a way
of blessing someone else.

When we take care of our
own needs and the needs of our
family, we bless ourselves. How-
ever, if we take care of other peo-
ple's needs, we bless them. Many
times when you have done some-
thing for someone else, that per-
son is so happy and thankful that
you helped. On your way home,
God may give you a greater
blessing in your spirit than you
have ever experienced. God
wants to bless His people.
Blessed are the merciful. It is a
blessing to do something for
someone else.

The Hebrews understood that

mercy is lived out in two ways:
first, in forgiveness of offenses;
and second, in alms giving. This
was the condition of their under-
standing. They clearly under-
stood when Jesus spoke these
words, so if this is the condition
to receive mercy from God, we
must forgive others and help
meet the needs of others within
our ability to do such.

If you do not forgive men for
their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive you. You may not
think of forgiveness as an act of
mercy, but it is. If you are saved,
when you came to Jesus with all
your sins and asked for forgive-
ness, what did He do? He
showed mercy to you. Likewise,
we must reciprocate as Chris-
tians. We must show mercy to
those who have offended us. You
may say, "You do not know what
he did to me." We all have a
story. You have to learn to do
what God wants you to do, and
that is to show mercy. Luke 6:38b
states, "For with the same mea-
sure that ye mete withal it shall
be measured to you again." In
other words, it will be measured
back to you. The purchase price
of mercy is to show mercy. If you
show no mercy, no mercy will be
shown to you, and that is a
chilling thought.

Being a Peacemaker

Jesus stated in verse 8 of our
Scripture text, "Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see
God." Happy are those who have
a clean heart, pure thoughts,
pure motives, and pure desires,
for their reward is to see God.
There is no pretense and no seek-
ing of advantage, just simply
living holy. You see, a reputation
is what people think of you.
Character is what you really are,
and character is what God sees.
He does not care much for repu-
tation. Sometimes people care
more about their reputation than
their character. God is big
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Keep Yourself Out of Sight

Seeking diversion by fishing in the streams of Scotland, a
literary man went from the city with patent pole and a complete
outfit of the most expensive kind. After hours of effort without even
a bite, he came across a country boy with only a twitch for a pole
and a bent of pine for a hook—but he had a long string of fish.

"Why is it that I can't catch anything?" the man inquired.
"Because you don't keep yourself out of sight," the boy replied.
This is the secret of fishing for men as well as trout. You need

to hold up the Cross of Christ. Send the people away talking about
Him instead of praising you.

enough to take care of your repu-
tation. Was Jesus slandered and
maligned? Yes, but He spent little
time correcting the attacks that
were brought against Him. You
need to keep your eyes on the
goal. When you are misrepre-
sented or mistreated, it is a
distraction to get you off course.
Remember that your reputation
is what people think of you, and
your character is what you are
and what God sees.

Hebrews 12:14 reads, "Follow
peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see
the Lord." Jesus said in verse 9 of
our Scripture text, "Blessed are
the peacemakers: for they shall
be called the children of God."
A peacemaker is not just a peace-
able person but one whose goal
and ambition is to restore peace
among people in whom strife
and opposition has set. The
opposite of a peacemaker is one
who stirs up things. Someone
who stirs up trouble is not

a happy person. He is miserable,
and he wants you to be miser-
able.

You will find throughout life
that some people will make com-
ments to stir things up. They will
put out feelers to see how you
react. You will do yourself a
great service by letting that roll
off your back and move on. Just
remember that they are trying to
make you as miserable as they
are. A peacemaker is one who
tries to restore harmony and a
working relationship. I try to do
that as much as possible. Some-
one who tries to stir up trouble in
business is counter-productive
and costs more money. It is agi-
tating and stressful to others. A
child of God will work to recon-
cile warring parties and to put an
end to strife and conflict. That is
Christlike when a person works
to that end.

Jesus said in John 14:27,
"Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you: not as the

world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid." In order to
have peace, there has to be a
source of it. You cannot have
peace when you have war. It is
impossible to have both condi-
tions simultaneously. Likewise,
you cannot have peace and war
in the inner man at the same
time. First of all, you must settle
the war that is going on in the
inner man, and that peace will
work itself out with other people
that you rub shoulders with.

I trust this message will
encourage you, help you along
life's pathway, strengthen you
spiritually, and motivate you to
seek more of God. He has more
for you. We have resources we
probably have never tapped into
from God. Will you seek Him in
a greater way?

(Compact Disc TR-2526)
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Proverbs 13:22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid
up for the just.

Brother Steve Strelecky

What Will Your Legacy Be?

Every child of God should
strive to leave a godly legacy for
those who follow behind. By def-
inition, a legacy is an amount of
money or personal property
received from an ancestor or
predecessor. Some synonyms to
the word legacy are birthright,
heritage, inheritance, and heir-
loom. I am thankful that some-
thing priceless can be handed
down to my children, and that is
a godly life lived before them.

As my family grows and
faces challenges, my prayer is
that my children will grow spiri-
tually, seek God, and lean on

Him. When providing a godly
legacy for them to follow, this is
something that they can look
back on, gain strength from, and
say, "God did this for my mom
and dad, and He can do this for
us." That is the privilege we gain
from having a godly legacy.

Many are concerned about
the earthly legacy that they leave.
When a president is ready to
leave office, he is concerned
about the legacy that he leaves
the country. Did he do something
good that will be remembered
and will affect generations to
come? Many sports legends are
measured by the legacy of other
sports figures. There are many

other examples of legacies left
by others. Some people leave
millions of dollars to their
descendants, while others are
remembered by the legacy of
love for their families.

Wars can leave a legacy of
pain and suffering to those af-
fected. Some well-known artists
have left an artistic legacy to
those who appreciate art. The
greatest legacy of all is the legacy
that Jesus Christ left. He brought
salvation to all who will accept it.
We will leave a legacy. What will
your legacy be?

When my journey comes to
an end, I do not want to be
remembered for worldly accom-
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plishments. I want to be remem-
bered for my accomplishments
for Christ. Several years ago, I
suffered a stroke. I was left with
a horrible headache that contin-
ued for months, and it was about
to drive me out of my mind. An
evangelist preached a message
on divine healing. I went to the
altar to be prayed for, and when
the evangelist was done praying,
he said, "I want you to write this
down in your Bible that you were
healed on this particular day."
Thank God, He healed me. Years
later, my youngest daughter was
looking at that Bible and opened
it to where I had written that
down. She asked, "What does
this mean?" My wife had the op-
portunity to tell her what God
did. This is a part of my legacy.
God did that for me, and I can
pass the record of that healing
down to my children. I am thank-
ful for that, and I appreciate what
God has done.

Each of us is building a
legacy that will affect the genera-
tions that follow. If you leave a
godly legacy, your foundation
must be built on Christ. As we
consider the thought of a legacy,
I want you to think about some
questions. When you leave this
earth, what legacy will you leave
behind? What are you going to
be remembered for? Will you be
remembered for how you loved
God supremely and for how you
loved the saints of God? Are you
going to be remembered as one
who lived and loved the Truth?
Will you be remembered for
your faithfulness to the cause of
Christ? Will you be remembered
for your steadfastness and sup-
port for the work of God? Will
you be remembered for standing
behind your pastor? Or is your
legacy going to be contrary to
those things? The choice is yours. 

Your Legacy Will Outlive You

Your reputation will speak
long after you die. When I think

about the founding fathers of our
country, such as George Wash-
ington and Thomas Jefferson, I
think about what a monumental
legacy they left. Many historical
figures have left a legacy for us.
It is so important that we leave
the right legacy.

Let us look at some of the
legacies of those recorded in the
Bible. It is full of them. I thought
about the legacy that Abel left.
He offered a sacrifice that was
pleasing to God. He brought a
sacrifice to God of the first fruits.
While Abel brought a literal
sacrifice that was laid on an altar
and offered up to God, we are to
be living sacrifices. Romans 12:1
says to "present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reason-
able service." We need to live
holy and acceptable to God. Is
the sacrifice that you are present-
ing to God acceptable to Him?
That is a question that you need
to ask yourself.

Abel had a brother who
presented a sacrifice that was
unacceptable. I believe Cain had
the attitude, "I will give God
whatever I have left over." Cain
was not concerned about the sac-
rifice that he presented to God. A
lot of people sit in church pews
unconcerned about the sacrifices
that they are giving to God. If
you are going to leave the legacy
that you should be leaving, you
must present a holy sacrifice to
God. Are you presenting an ac-
ceptable sacrifice? As God looks
down, is He pleased with your
sacrifice? If you are not living in
such a way that God respects,
how can your loved ones, your
friends, and those with whom
you worship have respect for
you?

Jacob left a legacy of
deception. He deceived his father
into giving him the birthright
that belonged to his brother
Esau. In return, Jacob was
deceived by his father-in-law.
Jacob desired to marry Rachel,

and her father required him to
work for Rachel for seven years,
which he did. On his wedding
day, Jacob was deceived by Ra-
chel's father, and he ended up
marrying her sister Leah. Jacob
had to work another seven years
to marry the one he loved. Years
later, he was also deceived by his
own sons. They led him to be-
lieve that Joseph died after being
attacked by a wild animal when,
in reality, they sold him into
slavery.

I thought about David. He
did many wonderful things
throughout his life. The Bible
tells us that he was a man after
God's own heart, but he commit-
ted some terrible sins. David had
to pay dearly for his sins. The
Prophet Nathan came to him and
said that God had pronounced
judgment on his house, and it
was going to be a house that had
war within, and that came to
pass. Even though David took on
the giant Goliath when the army
of Israel was afraid to do so, he is
still remembered for his sin with
Bathsheba and the murder of her
husband Uriah. Despite all his
mighty works, when you think of
David, this is one thing that may
come to your mind. So you see,
you could leave a good legacy or
a bad legacy.

Although the Bible does not
reveal a lot about Enoch's life,
we can read that he pleased
God. That is what I want to be
known for. More than anything
else, I want to do my best to
please God. What kind of exam-
ple are you leaving for your chil-
dren, your grandchildren, and
generations to come?

Next, I thought about the
Apostle Paul and his letter to
Timothy. The legacy of genuine
faith was passed down to Timo-
thy by his grandmother Lois and
his mother Eunice. Timothy had
a wonderful heritage and exam-
ples of genuine faith in God set
before him that he could pattern
his life after.
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Modeling Godly Behaviors

What a great responsibility
we have to pass on the legacy of
a godly heritage. We have been
privileged to be pastored by men
of God who have preached the
Truth. I was privileged to sit un-
der the late Brother Emerson
Wilson, and I am privileged to sit
under Brother Roger Decker.
What a heritage I have! I appreci-
ate a pastor who preaches the
Truth of God's Word.

Years ago, I had written notes
when I was in high school from
some of Brother Emerson Wil-
son's messages. I had an assign-
ment for English class that had to
do with journaling, and I used
those notes. It is part of the godly
legacy that I have. I might not
have been able to reach my Eng-
lish teacher in any other way
except through those notes. What
a privilege we have, and what a
great responsibility!

In successfully passing down
a godly legacy, we must model
and reinforce what godly living
is. That is not always as easy as it
seems; it takes work. As a
teacher, often I hear it said,
"Model behaviors that you want
to see in your students," and I
agree with that. If I want to es-
tablish routines with students, I
must teach them certain tech-
niques. Some may pick them up
the first time, and others may
take longer.

Sometimes that is how it is
with parenting. Some children
understand certain things on the
first try, and others take longer.
Therefore, as parents, we must
continue to work with them by
modeling and reinforcing what
we want our children to know. In
order to model and reinforce
what godly living is, we have to
do it right.

I always tell my students to
wear all their safety equipment
while they are working in the
lab. The point that I am trying to
make is, if I were to go in the lab

and not wear my safety equip-
ment, I would not be modeling
what I want my students to do.
What if I were to walk in there
not wearing my safety equip-
ment? What would the students
think? Some would probably call
me out on it, and others would
just look at me.

When it comes to our daily
living, suppose a father were to
say to his son, "Do not do as I do,
but do as I say." What kind of
message would that send to a
child? No doubt, he would think,
"You are telling me not to do this,
but you are doing it." Do you get
caught up in doing things like
that in your Christian living?
What kind of message are you
conveying to your children by
doing that? You are not backing
up the words that you say with
your living.

Going back to the thought of
modeling and reinforcing, you
need to model the behaviors that
you want to see in your children.
If you want young people to do
certain things, you have to model
it. Children are good imitators.
They imitate what they see. May
God help us as we work to leave
a godly legacy.

If you tell your children that
it is important to read the Bible
and pray and be in the church
services, but you are not model-
ing what you are telling them,
that is being hypocritical. You
should be modeling what you tell
them to do. Your children know
where your priorities lie. They
are watching. They may not say
anything, but thoughts are going
around in their little minds. Are
your children thinking, "Mom
and Dad are telling me to do this,
but they are not doing it"?

If you tell your children not
to talk about people but to pray
for them, and yet they hear you
speaking against others, what
message is that sending to your
children? If you tell your chil-
dren to be loving and forgiving,
but you hold a grudge and treat

others badly, what message is
that sending to your children?
Not only have you lost the re-
spect of your children, but you
have lost the respect of God. Be-
cause of this, some do not want
anything to do with church.
Have you done everything that
you can do to model a godly life?
The church is there to support
you in raising your children, but
as a parent, you are charged by
Almighty God to model a godly
example.

Your Choices Reveal
Your Priorities

Although the faith and
godliness of your children is ulti-
mately the work of the Holy Spir-
it, the influence of parents has
the greatest impact on children.
Teachers have an impact, the
church has an impact, but par-
ents have the greatest impact.
Leaving a godly legacy for our
children is commanded in the
Bible. Our greatest priority in
this life should be to teach our
children about God. What hap-
pens in future generations
depends on what we do now.
The majority of the students that
come through my classes have no
godly training and no church
affiliation.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 tells us:
"And these words, which I com-
mand thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. And
thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon thine hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes
[the literal Jews wrote four Scrip-
tures on slips of paper and
strapped them to their arms to
keep God's Word before them].
And thou shalt write them upon
the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates." Today we need to

GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2021 23



keep these things before our
children day in and day out.

How can you leave a godly
legacy for others to follow? You
must live a godly example. There
is a saying, "More is caught than
taught." If you want your chil-
dren to be truthful, you must be
truthful. If you want your
children to serve God whole-
heartedly, you must serve God
wholeheartedly. If you want
your children to make serving
God a priority, you must make
serving God a priority. You must
make sure that your choices line
up with God's Word.

The decisions you make are
extremely important. You need
to pray about who to marry,
where to live, what career or
vocation you choose, and where
you worship God. All these deci-
sions are extremely important.
We must be extremely careful
about making a decision on the
spur of the moment. I realize
sometimes things happen and
you have to make some quick
decisions, but that should not be
an every day occurrence. A hasty
decision could put your children
in jeopardy, spiritually or physi-
cally. We need to take time to
consider the outcome.

We talk to young people
about being good stewards, and
part of stewardship is spending
money wisely. We should be
wise in all our decisions, because
a hasty decision made without
careful consideration as to how
God would view it could have a
significant impact on our legacy.

The tone of your values is set
by your choices. I want you to
think about that. The things that
you value are determined by the
choices that you make. What
kind of value do you put on the
things of this world? How much
value do you put on temporal
things? Some of those things are
necessary, but are you putting
greater value on those things
than the things of God?

Your children know where

your true values lie. The choices
you make reveal your priorities
to those who are watching. If
your top priority is something
other than serving God, then
what should you expect of your
children when they do not make
serving God a priority?

Staying Focused on
Your Mission

Leaving a godly legacy also
involves equipping your children
for life. That could be one of
the most difficult jobs that a
parent has. You need to furnish
them with the proper tools. You
cannot do everything for them,
but you can give them the tools
they need to be successful. They
have to implement those things
themselves.

Sometimes a child may get
hurt by someone. Maybe some-
one said something hurtful. It is
easy to try to fix it, but what
would that do for your legacy?
By the grace of God, when your
children are hurt, either physi-
cally or emotionally, you should
pray with that child and then
point him or her to God. That is
part of equipping a child with the
tools needed to get through this
life. You will not always be
around to help him or her. What
would your children do if you
were to fix everything for them
all the time?

In all phases of life, it is
important how you conduct
yourself. We all go through trials
and face similar circumstances,
but as your children look on, do
you take these things to God?
Are you modeling what you
want your children to follow?
Do your children see you pray-
ing? Do your children see you
reading the Word of God? Do
your children see you seeking
counsel from your pastor? This
goes along with equipping your
children for life.

As a parent, you need to stay
focused on your mission. When

someone is sent on a mission,
generally that mission has an end
goal. I have read that when the
military go on a mission, they
have a goal to achieve, which is
their sole purpose. They are
taught in basic training that in
the midst of war, when there are
many distractions, soldiers are
not to focus on those distractions,
but they are taught to achieve the
goal.

As a godly parent, you have a
mission to achieve, but many
distractions are going on around
you. Sometimes you may get
distracted and lose sight of the
goal. You must endeavor to keep
sight of that goal. We each have a
mission to accomplish. May God
help us to keep our eyes focused
on the goal, because our children
and those who are following be-
hind us depend on it. Part of our
mission is to leave behind a
godly legacy for those to follow.

Finishing the Race

I ran relay races in the eighth
grade, and we had a good relay
team. Coming down toward the
end of the track season, we had a
meet with two other schools that
competed against us, and I ran
the second leg of that relay. We
practiced and practiced. The
most important thing in that re-
lay race was making sure the
baton got passed from one per-
son to the next. When it comes to
this godly legacy, we must pass
the baton to those who follow us.
May God help us not to drop it.

In relay meets they designate
a certain zone where the runners
have to pass the baton. We prac-
ticed throughout the year and
never had a problem, but one
particular time, I got in that zone
a little too early and was running
out of the exchange zone. I had to
stop, and the guy running
around the bend was coming
very fast, so we got tangled up. I
did not leave my lane, but we
both fell down on the track. I got
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A Living Portrait
If men ask what God is like, we have the perfect answer. God is like

His Son, Jesus Christ. We have His living portrait in the New Testament.
Reading about His earthly life with a reverent and responsive heart is to see
the invisible God, to hear the accents of His voice, and to feel the warm
embrace of His love.

But what of men who do not tarry to read the sacred story, or whose
hearts are too dim to perceive its glory and grace? God in His goodness has
willed that such men should meet the followers of Jesus, perhaps on a street
corner or to sit down with them in a business office or somewhere else. "As
my Father hath sent me," said He who came to declare the Father, "so send
I you." So He signed and sealed us to be the representatives of His Gospel,
living epistles known and read of all men, animate mirrors polished by His
grace to reflect the perfect Son who reveals the Holy Father.

To know God is to have eternal life, and men do not truly know
Him until they see the Light of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. But
many catch their glimpses of that glory in the lives of humble Christians,
quietly living lives of holiness and love, faithfully doing the Master's will.

skinned up, but we made sure
that we did not drop the baton.

We are going to go through
trials in this life and get scraped
up, but may God help us not to
drop the baton. We need to
protect that baton as a precious
thing. You may fall, but it is im-
portant to get up and finish the
race.

A song entitled "Find Us
Faithful" reads:

We're pilgrims on the journey of
the narrow road,

And those who've gone before us
line the way.

Cheering on the faithful, 
encouraging the weary,

Their lives a stirring testament
to God's sustaining grace.

Surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses,

Let us run the race not only
for the prize,

But as those who've gone before us,
Let us leave to those behind us,

the heritage of faithfulness
Passed on through godly lives.

Oh may all who come behind us
find us faithful,

May the fire of our devotion
light their way.

May the footprints that we leave,
lead them to believe,

And the lives we live inspire them
to obey.

Oh may all who come behind us
find us faithful.

No matter how old you are or 

what your station in life is, you
can always work on protecting
and bettering your legacy. Maybe
you are lacking in some area that
I have mentioned or perhaps
God has pointed out something
that I did not mention. Possibly
you have fallen in this race. You
can still get up and continue the
race. You might be having a diffi-
cult time modeling these things
for those who are coming behind
you. Whatever your need might
be, God can help you. If you
have a need, won't you pray
about it?

(Compact Disc TR-2124)
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Recrd. No. Date  Message Title            Minister

TR-2651 6-20-2021  Fathers Bro. Roger L. Decker
TR-2652  The Other Prodigal Son Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-2653 6-21-2021  No Man Is Unto Himself Bro. Brandon Gonzalez
TR-2654  Understanding the Various Teaching

      Methods of the Bible Bro. Earl R. Borders
TR-2655  Are You Playing Russian Roulette With 

       Your Soul? Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-2656 6-22-2021  Silencing the Voice of God Bro. Aurelius Raines
TR-2657  Understanding the Pre-Existence and

      Inspiration of the Bible Bro. Earl R. Borders
TR-2658  Let Him That Glory, Glory in the Lord Bro. Abraham Burton

TR-2659 6-23-2021  When My Heart Is Overwhelmed Bro. Aurelius Raines
TR-2660  Recording Error. Sorry—Unavailable Bro. E. David Stegmeier
TR-2661  The Heart of Man Bro. Calvin Foster

TR-2662 6-24-2021  Water Baptism Bro. Roger L. Decker
TR-2663  Understanding the Compilation of the Bible Bro. Earl R. Borders            

TR-2664 6-25-2021  God Is Still on His Throne Bro. Abraham Burton
TR-2665  The Three Types of Love Bro. E. David Stegmeier 
TR-2666  He That Cometh to God Bro. Allen Polston

TR-2667 6-26-2021  Don't Doubt God Bro. Calvin Foster
TR-2668  Understanding How to Study the Bible Bro. Earl R. Borders 
TR-2669  Enlarge My Heart Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-2670 6-27-2021 The Foundation Has Already Been Laid Bro. Richard Talbot   

TM-445 2021  Spring Camp Meeting Songs #1
TM-446  Spring Camp Meeting Songs #2
TM-447  Spring Camp Meeting Songs #3
TM-448  Spring Camp Meeting Songs #4  
TM-449  Spring Camp Meeting Songs #5

2021  Spring Camp Meeting Choir Songs
2021  All Songs in MP3 Format

2021  Morning Messages in MP3 Format 
 Afternoon Teaching Services & Evening 
      Messages in MP3 Format 

Messages and music recordings are available on CD or in MP3 format. The suggested donation for regular CDs is $3.00
each and for DVDs is $5.00 each. (DVDs are not available for the afternoon teaching services.) The suggested donation
for MP3s is $10.00 each. The postage is $3.00 for one CD or MP3 and $0.35 for each additional one. Recordings may
be ordered by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 North Cedar Street, Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling
740-345-1312, the Print Shop. Please make check or money order in U.S. funds, payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
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Medina, OH Labor Day Meeting: Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, OH
Sept. 6 PLEASE NOTE MEETING CANCELLATION: The Medina church has 

decided that it is best to cancel the annual Labor Day services this year 
due to widespread sickness. Thank you for understanding, and they hope 
to see you at this meeting next year.
For more information contact: Pastor Mike Miller @ 269-447-4227

Warrensville, NC Third Annual Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road,
Sept. 18 Warrensville, NC 28693

Service times: 10:00 p.m. & 2:30 p.m.
For more information & for hotel accommodations contact: 
Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

Mt. Pleasant, PA Revival: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Sept. 27-Oct. 3 Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi

Service times: Monday-Saturday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 & 1:30 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey @ 724-547-2151

Warrensville, NC Revival: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Oct. 11-17 Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi

Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.; 
Sunday 10:00 & 5:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

Summersville, WV Revival: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Rd., Summersville, WV 26651
Oct. 25-31 Evangelist: Brother E. David Stegmeier, Canby, Oregon

Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday 6:00 p.m. & 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Visit the website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
For more information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders @ 304-872-4047

Warrensville, NC Revival: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Nov. 5-7 Evangelist: Brother Joel Barrows, Newark, OH

Service times: Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday  6:00 p.m., and
Sunday 10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

Canby, OR Annual Thanksgiving & Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 
Nov. 24-28 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 

Services times: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00
p.m.; and Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier @ 503-266-9297

Newark, OH Camp Meeting: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
Dec. 27-30 Three services daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Please Note: The first service begins Monday evening.
For lodging reservation, call Bro. Dave or Sis. Ruby Bush at 740-345-1213. 
For more information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker @ 740-344-2543
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