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NOTE TO THE TEACHERS

This booklet is intended to be a help in preparing Sunday school les-
sons. The title, subject, and topics are only the menu. It is your respon-
sibility to prepare the meal.

The proper ingredients are the salty inspirations of the Holy Spirit,
seasoned with His grace. Bake the ingredients at a hot temperature in the
oven of prayer. The time-tested recipe for preparing a nutritious meal is
found in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth."



LESSON 1
SALVATION—GOD'S PART PROVIDED

Scripture Texts: Zechariah 13:1; John 3:16-17; Colossians 1:14; Isaiah
53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ezekiel 36:25-27

In the lessons studied in the last quarterly, we learned that the Church of
God is separate from all other organizations because of its divine character.
In this quarterly, we will learn some of the teachings that cause it to be dif-
ferent from any other religious group.

Sin has plunged mankind into the darkness of spiritual death, a separation
from God. Sin brings death to the soul. Today we study the provision God
made to restore life to the soul.

MEMORY VERSE: Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. —James 1:15

A Fountain Opened

Zechariah 13:1 When Adam sinned, his soul died. Sin always brings soul
death. Adam's death was the result of his own decision to disobey God. Peo-
ple today sin as a result of their decision to disobey the law of God. Sin is
pollution, corruption. God, speaking through the Prophet Zechariah (over
five hundred years before Christ came), promised there shall be a fountain
opened ... for sin and for uncleanness. A fountain is a place to wash. This
fountain, which flowed from Christ's side, was to wash sin from hearts and
make them clean again.

John 3:16-17 God so loved—such love we cannot understand, but we
can accept it by faith. Gave his only begotten Son, the dearest treasure He
had, part of Himself. No other sacrifice was sufficient to bring fallen man
back to life. Whosoever believeth—this gift is for all, not for a price or for
working, but by simply believing, trusting, receiving. It is of grace (unde-
served favor from God). Have everlasting life—that which was lost by
man's disobedience to God's plan. It is not limited but eternal. The sin is our
fault, but Jesus did not come to punish us. He came to save, to forgive us. He
died in our place so that we might have life instead of the death we deserve.
If we have Jesus, we have life in our souls.

Colossians 1:14 In whom—Christ is the only place we can find this trea-
sure of redemption. Through his blood—the life is in the blood (Leviticus



17:11). Any religion which denies that the blood of Christ saves from sin is
false. By His blood, we have the forgiveness of sins. Some think we are
saved by the example of His life. No, it took His death, His shed blood (He-
brews 9:22). His blood is in the fountain God promised to open to cleanse us
from sin. He opened it when Jesus died. It had to be sinless blood. In the
type, each lamb had to be without spot or blemish to be accepted by God.
Christ's blood had eternal life in it. One had to come from Heaven to give it.

The Price of Life

Isaiah 53:5 He was wounded for our transgressions ... bruised ... the
chastisement ... was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. It was
our sin and guilt; it should have been our punishment. God loved us too much
to leave it so. Jesus took our punishment on the Cross so that we might go
free. He suffered and died that we might have peace in our souls and healing
in our bodies. Try to list the things Jesus took from us and put on Himself.
Think how highly He valued a soul to do all this. Should not we put the same
value on souls and do whatever we can for their salvation?

The Best of the Trade

2 Corinthians 5:21 A trade. He took our sins and gave us His righteous-
ness. This is God's part in our salvation. The statement is strong—he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. It was in being made sin that Jesus was "made
a curse for us" (Galatians 3:13), stooping so low that a serpent could be used
as a fitting type of Him (John 3:14). This was all for us.

The trade is thoroughly unequal; it is in our favor. Yet, the benefits of it
are found only by those who are in Him. The soul must be made alive here
and now in this life. There is no time or place to be saved from the law of sin
and death in the life to come. Sin separates man from God, but "by the blood
of Christ" those "far off are made nigh" (Ephesians 2:13).

An Inside Work

Ezekiel 36:25-27 The sprinkling is figurative, signifying spiritual cleans-
ing. This obviously refers back to the sprinkling of the water of separation
(Numbers 19:11-22). Ye shall be clean ... a new spirit ... my spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes. These are "inside" gifts, where
the seat of the trouble is. We cannot be rid of our stony hearts until God



transforms them into hearts of flesh—soft, warm and living—and sprinkles
our hearts and bodies with pure water in the miracle of salvation (Hebrews
10:22). When the inside is clean, the outside will come clean as well. Salva-
tion is life from beginning to end, from the moment of being born again to
Heaven.

At first, taking Christ seems hard. It is a sacrifice. Accepting Him re-
quires confession, repentance, forsaking of self, and taking up of the cross
on which we die daily. But it allows us to be joined with Christ and life—life
more abundant here and life eternal hereafter. "He that hath the Son hath
life" (1 John 5:12).

JUST A THOUGHT

You do not have to paint a sign and hang it about
your neck, saying, "I am a Christian."

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT



LESSON 2
SALVATION—OUR PART OBTAINED

Scripture Texts: John 3:3; 14:6; Isaiah 55:6-7; Matthew 7:13-14; Revela-
tion 22:17

God has made abundant provision for us to be saved from sin's damage
and given eternal life. The saved life is full, free, and wide, but the entrance
to it is narrow. If we are to be saved, there are certain conditions we must
meet to escape from sin's damnation into the freedom of salvation. We cannot
save ourselves. It takes faith, on our part, in the shed blood of Christ.

MEMORY VERSE: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. —John 3:5

The First Requirement

John 3:3 When sin comes into a life, death takes place. A new life must
take the place of the one that was lost. Be born again. The new birth is this
new life. It is a work done by God within a person. It is done the moment we
meet the conditions for being saved. It is real and strong; it can be felt, and
it changes the whole life, making it new. This is the first requirement for us
to obtain salvation. Through salvation, we begin living all over again.

John 14:6 1 am the way ... but by me. Denying, refusing, or ignoring
Christ is shutting oneself off from God. The next requirement for salvation
is to recognize Christ is the one-and-only way to God. Unbelievers sometimes
call Jesus a way-shower, a proclaimer of truth, a guide for life. This lowers
Christ who came not just to point to, but to BE the way, the truth, and the
life.

Note the vast difference. No one receives salvation except he comes unto
the Father, and Christ is the only way through to the Father. No pope, priest,
preacher, amount of money, or attainment of works can get you through to
the Father, nor can the experience of your mother or father get you to Him.

Be Serious

Isaiah 55:6-7 Several requirements for obtaining salvation are found in
these verses. Seek ye the LORD. He is already seeking us (Luke 19:10). Our



seeking consists in looking to Him, desiring Him. While he may be found
signifies a time is coming when we may seek but cannot find Him. Call ye
upon him—a cry for help, as a young child cries out for his parent, a cry of
helplessness. It is an acknowledgment that we cannot save ourselves and we
are casting ourselves upon Him, believing that He can. While he is near is
a warning of the coming time when He could be far away and will not hear
us.

Let the wicked forsake his way. The wicked, all sinners, must stop sinful
actions. This is a change in outward life. Forsaking is repenting, a letting go,
a rejecting of sinful ways.

And the unrighteous man his thoughts. The professing backslider and
the one attempting to live by his own self-righteousness must let go of sinful
desires, plans, and things keeping him from salvation. This is in the inner
life, in the heart. It is a surrender of one's self. Some stop here, thinking an
outwardly reformed life is all God asks. Soon they find that this ground is
impossible to hold without salvation. Without it, you will soon fall back into
sinful attitudes and then into sinful practices. Self-righteousness never saves.

Return unto the LORD. We have done all we can. Now He does the work
in our souls. He has mercy. He will pardon. Cast yourself wholly upon Him.
Accept Him. Focus your faith in Him. He forgives and washes the sin away
and gives power to live holy. Only God can do this.

Belief Brings Action

Matthew 7:13-14 Our part is to believe, to enter ye in at the strait gate.
Notice, not a straight gate, but an exact gate. We must believe and enter in
by Christ. We cannot make ourselves righteous. We must do what He has
given us to do (which He will not do) and trust Him to do what we cannot do.
It is more than thinking the Bible is true, God and Jesus exist and are good,
and Jesus died for us and rose again. We must believe this by acting on it,
obeying every Word, and seeking Him while He may be found. We "must
believe ... that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews
11:6), that is, that He takes away our sin and gives us "everlasting life" (John
6:47). If we really believe this, we will not rest until we have Him. Believing
is trusting Him with our all.

Heed the Invitation

Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the bride (church) say, Come. Who is
invited to come? What is the requirement? Only to be athirst. Sinners are to
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come, saints are to say, Come. Whosoever will is to come and take the wa-
ter of life freely. There is action for each to take, moves that each must
make.

It is obvious we cannot save ourselves, but Satan binds and blinds. One
widespread error in religious belief is to think we can make Heaven by our
own efforts. We may turn to right living, but we cannot wash away the past
sins. We may do good works, but they are outward and do not change the
heart. We may trust in sacrifice or penance, but it is not enough. It takes the
sinless One to atone for sin. It takes the holy One to make us holy. It takes
the One who is Life to give life. It takes the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

Some believe we are given a choice among life, death, or neither. Thus,
if we choose neither (or choose not to choose), we can remain neutral, leav-
ing religion alone. No, the choice is actually between LIFE or REMAINING
DEAD. For "he that believeth not is condemned already" (John 3:18). No one
can escape making this choice. We have only one relationship to God. Which
is it—Tlife or death, union or separation?

JUST A THOUGHT

The sinner needs more than to know the Law.
He has already disobeyed it.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT



LESSON 3
HOLINESS, GOD'S STANDARD FOR MAN

Scripture Texts: 1 John 3:5-7; Titus 2:11-12; Ephesians 1:4, 1 Peter 1:15-
16; Hebrews 12:14; Ephesians 4:11-13

We have seen how salvation redeems us out of sin. Today we learn some-
thing of God's plan to give man power to stay out of sin. Holiness is sinless-
ness. Yes, but it is more. It is the absence of sin; also, it is the presence of
godliness—of the nature of God. God is holy. God's nature in a man makes
his character holy. Holiness is a reasonable standard.

We all are weak and make mistakes. That's why God does not want us to
depend upon our own strength but upon His. Lean on Him more! This lesson
is not an attempt to cover the subject of holiness, but to show that it is Bible
teaching.

MEMORY VERSE: Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
—1 Peter 1:16

Like Father, Like Son

1 John 3:5-7 And in him is no sin. Here we see the character of the
Savior and the character of the saved. Jesus has no sin. His people sin not.
Savior and saved are both sinless. "For the Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). Holiness was lost in the fall of
man into sin. Christ was the only One who could return it to its rightful
place—the heart and life of mankind. We found in an earlier study that it was
impossible for the blood of animals to restore holiness. Under the Law, there
were holy utensils, holy buildings, holy garments, holy days, and many other
holy things. But there were no holy lives until Christ brought holiness
through the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:14).

Holy in This Present Life

Titus 2:11-12 The grace of God ... hath appeared. It is here now; it is
free to all men. Those who accept it live soberly—thoughtfully, seriously,
aware of true values; righteously—doing right, not sinning; godly—Ilike
God, holy. Most people believe in holiness. They look for it sometimes. The
question is how, when, and where are we made holy? It is not by effort, good



works, suffering, form, or ceremony. It is the work of God. It is in this pres-
ent world—this present life, not at death or in the next life. It is impossible
for God to work in a man and not make him pure and holy. God requires
nothing but that He, through His grace, makes it possible. Thus, holiness is
a reasonable standard.

God's Plan From the Beginning

Ephesians 1:4 He hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world ... to be holy. The holiness of man has been God's plan from the be-
ginning. It was not added afterward. Man with his nature, abilities, and de-
sires was made to suit a holy life and no other. Unholy living brings pain and
makes life hard (Proverbs 13:15) for it does not fit with God's plan.

1 Peter 1:15-16 All born of God are in His family. His children are born
of Him and must be like Him. Be ye holy; for I am holy. Each saint is a par-
taker of Christ's nature, which is holiness. He created us "in his own image"
(Genesis 1:27).

Hebrews 12:14 Holiness is of such great necessity that no man shall see
the Lord without it—no chance of going to Heaven. Unholiness of heart
damns.

Is holiness necessary? This question has been answered by God's com-
mand and the clear truth of the Scriptures in our study. The answer is YES.
Holiness is sinlessness, but more. It is the possession of godliness. It is the
power supplied by God for man to live sinless. You cannot live wrong and
die right.

Christ Makes Us Perfect

Ephesians 4:11-13 After His death and resurrection, Jesus returned to
Heaven from whence He came. From there, He sent the baptism of the Holy
Spirit upon His people to give them power to live holy lives (Acts 1:8; 2:33).
Then, the Holy Spirit gave more gifts to further His plan. These gifts were
given to the men who had set themselves apart from the world. They were
sanctified, set apart for God to use. These gifts were given so men could lead
and teach effectively. He gave them gifts to enable them to do their respective
works. The reason for these workers is for the perfecting of the saints. He
expects us to be perfected till we all come ... unto a perfect man—perfect
in purity, motive, and righteousness. Jesus Christ is the pattern for all to
follow. God's plan and provision is we increase in holiness until we come un-
to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.



Holiness is not freedom from mistakes. Mistakes are not sin. Holiness is
not the impossibility of sinning. Anyone can turn from God to sin if he
chooses. Holiness is the ability to live free from sin and is made possible by
the power of the Spirit of God within.

JUST A THOUGHT

True holiness is not achieved by what we do,
but what we allow God to do in us.

TEPTPTTTETTTTT



LESSON 4
HOLY SPIRIT INFILLING
Scripture Texts: John 14:16-17; Romans 5:1-2; Acts 19:1-6, John 16:13-14

Toreceive the Spirit, we must first be born again. We must accept in faith
God's promise to give us the Spirit and open our hearts to Him in complete
yielding. It is not possible to cover this vast subject in the limited space and
time allowed for one lesson. The Bible does prove it is a vital part of salva-
tion. Weaknesses and shortcomings in the lives of saints are the result of a
lack of God's Spirit fully working in the heart. God's plan is for every one of
His children to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Our study of the Holy Spirit
will mean nothing to us unless we have received Him into our hearts. Let us
study very briefly how that is done.

MEMORY VERSE: [ indeed have baptized you with water. but he shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Ghost. —Mark 1:8

The Promise of the Spirit

John 14:16-17 The Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive.
The world is people who live in sin and are out of connection with God. A
sinner has no connection through which to receive the Spirit of God. The
Spirit does not cleanse from sin. The blood of Jesus does that. Sin must be
gone before the heart can receive the Holy Spirit. God never did and never
will dwell in an unsanctified (unclean) temple. The first step is to repent of
your sins, believe on Jesus as God's Son, and accept Him as your Savior. To
call for an infilling of the Holy Spirit before this has been done only opens
your life wide for some other spirit to come in and deceive your heart.

A Work of Faith

Romans 5:1-2 Being justified by faith ... we have access by faith into
this grace. Justified first, then this grace, which is the baptism of the Spirit;
access into it is by faith. You must believe and be assured that He will give
it. Faith is more than head knowledge or belief. It is a reaching out and tak-
ing hold with the heart. Grace—a free gift of God. Wherein we stand, con-
tinuing, abiding, and strong. And rejoice, unspeakable joy. In hope of the
glory of God—Ilooking for more as the glory of God is increased in our lives.
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Each individual must offer himself in complete dedication to God and must
be clean and holy (Romans 12:1).

In the Old Testament type, the offering or sacrifice had to be offered in
full accordance to God's instructions and plan. If it was acceptable to God,
the fire consumed the sacrifice. If not, the smoke went down and was not ac-
cepted. We are only made "acceptable" by "being sanctified by the Holy
Ghost" (Romans 15:16). We are nothing of ourselves, but when the Holy
Ghost moves in, He sanctifies (sets apart for the purpose of glorifying God)
the gift and raises it to something good, beautiful, useful, and acceptable to
God.

Something More Than Water

Acts 19:1 Paul ... finding certain disciples—Samaritan disciples in Eph-
esus who had embraced John's baptism.

Acts 19:2-3 Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? The
Day of Pentecost had come, the Holy Ghost had been given, but they had
heard nothing since what John had told them. They had not so much as
heard of the Spirit. They were baptized only unto John's baptism (Matthew
3:1-11). If John would not baptize with water those who had not been con-
verted, why should we expect Christ to baptize unconverted ones with the
Holy Spirit? John pointed ahead to something more to come—Jesus Christ.
What promise was in Christ? "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire" (Matthew 3:11).

Acts 19:4-5 Then said Paul—Paul told them John preached to believe
on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they
heard this—about Jesus Christ; they accepted the message—were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. That name signifies all He is and all He has
promised. What power there is in the name of Jesus! They accepted the
promise, did their part, committed themselves, and looked for its fulfillment.

Acts 19:6 The Holy Ghost came on them. Whenever the conditions of
God's Word are met, God's presence will move in. Immediately, the Spirit be-
gan to act in them. They spake with tongues—languages they had not
learned—and prophesied—spoke God's message, not their own thoughts,
but that which was given them by God.

The Gift of the Holy Spirit

John 16:13 The Spirit of truth ... he will guide you into all truth.
Being filled with the Holy Spirit is a blessing! Instead of being filled with
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bitterness, hatred, and revelry, you can be filled with God's Spirit. You re-
ceive the Holy Spirit when you are converted. His Spirit gives life. Without
Him, there is no strength to keep the flesh under.

John 16:14 He shall glorify me. A life filled with the Holy Spirit will
glorify God. What a responsibility we have to keep the dwelling place of the
Holy Spirit clean and holy (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). We must live in complete
submission to the will of God. Such a surrender is "a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God" (Romans 12:1).

Ask Yourself
Can God have my life to use as He pleases? Can He have my possessions
for His use? Can He have my talents, thoughts, tongue, eyes, hands, and
feet? Can I take the reproach of Christ upon myself and live only for His
glory? It is well worth it to be able to answer yes.

JUST A THOUGHT

The best gift to the world
is the gift of yourself to God.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT
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LESSON 5
BIBLE UNITY

Scripture Texts: Ephesians 2:14-18; John 17:11-23; Romans 12:4-5; Ephe-
sians 4:3-6; 1:10

As we look about us and see so much division and so many groups with
different teachings, one question that arises in most minds is, Who is right?
However, the question that really matters is, What is right? When you find
what is right, you will find who is right.

God has only one true church, and salvation makes you a member of His
church. Joining a human sect will never save anyone. Through the years,
sects have divided God's people from having true Bible unity. This is not
God's will.

MEMORY VERSE: There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism.
—Ephesians 4:4-5

Unity in Nationalities

Ephesians 2:14-18 In the first verses of this chapter, God, speaking
through Paul, made it plain that unity does not rest on intellectual ability or
attainment, but on blood relationship (Christ's blood) to God. Both Jews and
Gentiles, bond and free, are brought into one relationship in Christ Jesus.
For he is our peace, who hath made both one. There can be no true peace
without each member being made one. He began His plan for unity by
preaching peace to you which were afar off—the Gentile nation—and to
them that were nigh—the Jews. For through him—through Christ—we
both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

God recognized the unsaved could not be brought into unity without re-
ceiving a new Spirit, so it is no use for men to try it. Men make union but
not unity. Man with his differences cannot be pressed or forced into Bible
unity. No legislation can bring it.

The Spirit causes all nations to flow together (Isaiah 2:2-5). They flow to-
gether into Zion—the Church of God. Notice the peace this unity brings in
verses 4-5. This established one nation.
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Unity in Name

John 17:11-20 Jesus prayed just before His Crucifixion, Holy Father,
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me. All those
given Christ were to bear the Father's name (Ephesians 3:14-15). The Bible
was sealed in A.D. 97. Any name after that cannot be the true name. They
are to be kept that they may be one, all united in one body with one name.
It is to be done through God's name, power, life, love, and Spirit. The church
bears God's name (it is called the Church of God many times in the New
Testament) as an outward mark of the fact of God's ownership and His re-
lationship to it. It bears God's name as a wife bears the name of her husband.
Assuming the name without the spiritual reality within the heart cannot place
anyone in the church.

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name. Now He
has sent His Word and His Spirit to keep His people one.

John 17:21-23 Jesus prayed that all who believe on Him may be one, not
as worldly people are joined in associations, but even as the Father and Jesus
are united—each in the other. One in us—IN God and Christ. That the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. In great measure, the belief of
the world upon Christ depends upon the true unity of the church. There are
three essentials on which true unity depends.

(1) the right name
(2) the right Word
(3) theright Spirit

We cannot be one family and have many different names. For us to re-
ceive an inheritance, we must have the right name, keep God's Word, and be
sealed by God's Spirit.

Unity in Body

Romans 12:4-5 The church, being the body of Christ, bears a similarity
to the human body. Our hands, feet, and other members are designed for dif-
ferent uses, yet all are joined in one body. So is the church. Every member
is joined with every other member in one body in Christ (see Acts 4:32).
How are we put into the one body? All are "made to drink into one Spirit"
(1 Corinthians 12:13). Not by joining church, not by any form, not by any-
thing outward or material. It is done by the Holy Spirit.

God's people are "born ... of the Spirit" (John 3:5) and "walk in the Spirit"
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(Romans 8:1; Galatians 5:16). Because they all have the SAME Spirit, all
are in one body, the one church. The only time the church is spoken of in the
plural form is in congregations in different localities. When the Bible speaks
of different doctrines, it condemns them (Ephesians 4:14; Revelation 2:14-
15, 20, 24).

Ephesians 4:3-6 All God's children are united into one family. This is
God's part. Our part is to keep—remain in—the unity of the Spirit. Walk-
ing in the Spirit keeps us in that bond of unity. Sin breaks fellowship and
casts us out of the church. The body MUST be one because there is but one
of each of the necessary provisions upon which the church depends—one
Spirit ... hope ... Lord ... faith ... baptism ... God and Father.

When we have the unity of the Spirit, we will not use such phrases as
"my church" and "your church." The Spirit draws us into the unity of one
church. He furnishes us the virtues by which we can live and work in har-
mony with the rest of the church "perfectly joined together" that "ye all speak
the same thing" (1 Corinthians 1:10).

Physical Unity in Heaven

Ephesians 1:10 Now, God's children both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth are united in the name of God. The time is coming in the
dispensation of the fulness of times when they will be brought together in
bodily presence in one place (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17). Then unity will be
complete, both spiritual and physical. Unity is a law of God in all realms.
The heavenly bodies move in unity. The laws of nature work in harmony as
one. Religious division, sectarianism, is contrary to God's nature. People
cannot be pounded or tied together; they must be squeezed by God's love, and
then they will flow together in Bible unity.

JUST A THOUGHT

When your face is toward the light,
the shadows fall behind you.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT
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LESSON 6
TRUE LOVE

Scripture Texts: John 17:26; Romans 5:5; Matthew 5:46, 1 Peter 1:22;
1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 13

In John, Chapter 17, we find Jesus praying to His Father. This prayer was
primarily for His people, those with Him then and all who would believe
afterward. As a last request for the people He loved enough to die for, Jesus
asked for the most necessary assets to carry them through the years of life's
warfare without His physical presence.

God gives His love to His people. We cannot love and forgive without
God's love in us. To love we must have love, not our human love, but the
love of God. In today's lesson, we learn how we can get it.

MEMORY VERSE: My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth. —1 John 3:18

In the Father's Name

John 17:26 I have declared unto them thy name. Jesus mentioned His
Father's name often in this chapter. His name represents His Person, power,
love, and all He is. Jesus gave the Father's name; the disciples accepted it,
believed in it, and trusted in it. They trusted the Father. They were to be kept
"through [by the power of] thine own name" (verse 11).

That the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them. Through
the power of His name, His love is put into those who trust in His name. Je-
sus opened the way for each of us to know, measure, and comprehend the
love of the Father. The fullness of His love is too much for us to compre-
hend, but we can know the part of it we feel stirring in our own hearts. He
loved Jesus "before the foundation of the world" (verse 24). His love en-
circles His creation and rests upon each individual human being. The same
love He has we are to have. And I in them—where Jesus is there is love.

Love Is in the Person of God
Romans 5:5 The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy

Ghost. To have IT, we must have HIM. "God is love" (1 John 4:7-8, 16).
There can be no true love in one's life without God in the heart. All the

16



Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—have the essential characteristic of
love. All three join in any work in us. Therefore, love comes into our hearts
when we first meet Jesus and are forgiven. A justified person has love, can
forgive those who wrong him, and acts as directed by the love of God. The
full love of God comes in to flood the soul when it is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost. A life filled with the Holy Spirit can live a ful-
filled spiritual life and be successful in Christian work.

Our Love and His

Matthew 5:46 God built a natural, human love into man when He created
him. Husbands love their wives, parents love their children, and friends love
friends. Human love is limited and selfish. We love in areas that touch us and
our families. Jesus said, For if ye love them which love you, what reward
have ye? do not even the publicans the same?

The love of God is of a different quality. His love is pure, holy, impartial,
unselfish, unlimited, complete, and transforming. His love first flows back
as love to God for giving His love. It fills the heart with joy. It is an urge in
the heart to give oneself to God so that others may know Him. It is forgive-
ness and love for one's offenders. His love flows out to all people—known
and unknown, lovable or unlovely. Natural human love alone can never
please God or win the world to Him. We must have the love of God. If we
love God, it will show (1 John 5:3; John 14:15).

Response of a Pure Heart

1 Peter 1:22 It is impossible for us to love because we are told we should.
We cannot love with a pure love simply by trying. How can we love God, the
brethren, our enemies, and one another as God commands? Not with the
powers we already have. Not through legislated power. God's love must be
put into us. How? Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit—these are saved people—unto unfeigned love of the
brethren—they have obtained love by their obedience and the Spirit's work.
Therefore they are to use that love to love one another with a pure heart
fervently. This shows how we can have and exercise the love of God.

The Outreach of Love

1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 13 The work of God is connected by a chain that
is anchored by love. Love affects all phases of the life in which the Spirit
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dwells. Some of its effects are, "Faith which worketh by love" (Galatians
5:6). Many long for more faith. Its fullness comes by way of love. "Perfect
love casteth out fear" (1 John 4:18). This is not being loosed from outside
fear or frightening occurrences; these will come as long as we are in this
world. But inward fear (which is entirely different from outward, physical
fright) is removed from the heart (2 Timothy 1:7). We are not afraid to face
God because He loves us and we love Him.

As this love is good to receive, it is also necessary to live by and to go to
Heaven by. Though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity,
it profiteth me nothing. We may do all things, but if we lack charity, it does
not count. Faith is great, hope is very important, but unless we are anchored
by charity, faith is weak and hope is lost. "Love" is the first "fruit of the
Spirit" (Galatians 5:22).

Love Must Be Kept

God gives His love, but we must keep it. How can we keep love? "Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation" (Matthew 26:41). "Looking dili-
gently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you" (Hebrews 12:15). "Building up yourselves on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of
God" (Jude 20-21). When the Holy Spirit comes in, forgiveness, love, peace,
unity, joy, and all the rest are there. God cannot do THROUGH you what He
is not permitted to do IN you.

JUST A THOUGHT

Unless good intentions are followed by fruitful deeds,
they avail nothing.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT
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LESSON 7
THE ORDINANCE OF WATER BAPTISM

Scripture Texts: Hebrews 9:1-19; Matthew 3:13-17; Romans 6.:3-6; 1 Peter
3:20-21

Jesus commands His people to be baptized. We are to be baptized in the
same way Christ was baptized. He was our example in all things. We are to
be baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Only
saved people are in a spiritual condition for baptism. Baptism does not save.
It is symbolic of the work God has done in us.

God has given the church three ordinances to keep. An ordinance is an
outward observance commanded by God and symbolic of a spiritual work in
a saved person's heart. The ordinances are Water Baptism, The Lord's Sup-
per, and Feet Washing. Today, we will see what the Bible says about the ob-
servance of Water Baptism.

MEMORY VERSE: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned. —Mark 16:16

Ordinances Given to Moses

Hebrews 9:1-19 Moses gave ordinances for the old Tabernacle—an
earthly house. Christ gave ordinances for the new tabernacle—a new house
of God, a spiritual house. To be an ordinance, it must:

(1) Dbe ordained by Christ
(2) have been practiced by Christ
(3) be a commandment to the church

Some of the old ordinances were nailed to the Cross—those that were
against us (Colossians 2:13-15). But water baptism was not one of them.

Ordained by Christ
Matthew 3:13-17 We are to be baptized just as Jesus was. He did all
things for our example. Done right, it becomes part of our salvation. This

ordinance is done only once, unless salvation is lost. It is part of the first
works. This ordinance does not save; it is symbolic of the washing of the
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blood that has already been applied to our lives. It is a testimony to the world
of our death to sin—the old life buried in a grave of water, arising to live a
life made new in Christ Jesus. It is possible to get to Heaven without being
baptized in water—one may not have that opportunity—but none will go to
Heaven without being baptized in the blood of Jesus (Luke 23:43). Baptism
signifies separation from a life of sin.

Practiced by Christ

Romans 6:3 Those of us who were (past tense) baptized into Jesus
Christ—salvation that God performed in us. He put us into Jesus Christ.
He submerged us in Him. He covered our old sinful life with Christ's righ-
teous one. When this happened, we were baptized into his death.

Romans 6:4-5 Therefore—because of this—we are (present tense) bur-
ied with him by baptism into death—buried in water to symbolize or to pic-
ture our entrance into His death. Water baptism is a symbol, not only of
Christ's death, but of His Resurrection. As Christ was raised up from the
dead—we are raised up from the water. This symbolizes how we also should
walk in newness of life—changed, sin gone, Christ ruling. The main thought
of this chapter is that the Christian life is a holy life.

Romans 6:6 Our old man—our sinful self—is crucified with him.
Henceforth—from now on, forever—not serve sin—Ilive holy. We testify of
our belief in the final resurrection later on. There is only one mode—be bap-
tized IN water. There is only one formula—in the Trinity. No one has the
right to choose his own way; our only choice is whether or not we will follow
Christ.

Commanded by Christ

Matthew 28:19-20 Shortly before Jesus returned to Heaven, He gave the
eleven disciples the command to Go ... and teach all nations—teach the
things He had taught them. They were to crown their teaching by baptizing
those who accepted Christ. They were to baptize in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, thus acknowledging and honoring
and entering into a relationship with all three Persons of the Godhead. The
command affected all nations, including you and me.

20



A Part of Salvation

Acts 8:36 The good news of salvation through Christ's death was new to
the eunuch. Hearing it for the first time from Philip, his hungry heart opened
to it. What doth hinder me to be baptized?

Acts 8:37 If thou believest with all thine heart. This is necessary for all
before baptism. He did believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. This
includes belief in His words, in His power to save and keep, and in all His
promises. It takes more than just knowledge and understanding. True belief
brings salvation (Galatians 2:16).

Acts 8:38-39 Both into the water ... come up out of the water—a de-
scription of immersion. Sprinkling or pouring would not require this. After
the miraculous removal of Philip, the eunuch went on his way rejoic-
ing—the normal result of salvation. If a person does not already possess the
spiritual grace that the ordinance symbolizes, he is not fit to take part in its
observance. To do so is sacrilege.

Infant Baptism

1 Peter 3:20-21 But the answer of a good conscience toward God. Ba-
bies have no conscience with which to answer God. Everyone must make a
choice before being baptized, and babies cannot choose. People must be
taught the Scriptures, as Philip taught the eunuch. Babies cannot be taught
the Scriptures, and they have no understanding of them. Babies have no sin
and are not lost. If they were lost, baptism could not save them. Infant bap-
tism is a trick of Satan to make people feel they are saved and in a church
because they were baptized when an infant.

Baptism Is Immersion

Our word "baptize" comes from the Greek word baptizo, meaning "to dip,
to submerge, to cover completely." All Bible examples either plainly describe
immersion or give circumstances consistent with immersion. The words "in-
to," "buried," and "planted" all indicate immersion. Neither sprinkling nor
pouring is baptism. Baptism does not put one into the church. It symbolizes
one's entrance into it. Baptism is a work, an outward act, and we are not
saved by works (Ephesians 2:8-9).
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JUST A THOUGHT

Spiritual blessings are lasting.
Worldly pleasures are fleeting.

TEPTTTTETTTTT
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LESSON 8
THE ORDINANCE OF FEET WASHING
Scripture Texts: John 13:3-17; Romans 12:10; 1 Timothy 5:10

Today we study the second of three ordinances, that of Feet Washing.
Christ ordained it for the New Testament church. Christ practiced it and
commanded each member of His church to do it. Jesus loves His own and
humbled Himself to prove it. We must love and serve as He did. We must put
our brother before ourselves. Feet washing is a symbol of love and humility.
Only God can fit us to wash feet with a right attitude. Let us see what the
Bible has to say about this second ordinance of God's house.

MEMORY VERSE: If [ then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet,
ye also ought to wash one another's feet. —John 13:14

Ordained by Christ

John 13:3-5 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands ... come from God, and went to God. His beginning and future
positions were the highest. All power was His. He was about to give His dis-
ciples a "new commandment" (verse 34). The account of His acts are given
in detail. He laid aside his garments ... took a towel ... poureth water into
a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet. He took the place of a ser-
vant. The Highest stooped to the lowest.

John 13:6-11 Peter objected to Christ washing his feet because he did not
understand Christ's purpose. Christ promised to explain later. Peter saith ...
Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Christ
told Peter the seriousness of his refusal. By this, Jesus made a test of fellow-
ship. Peter's response was to immediately submit to the will of Christ. Jesus
saith ... is clean every whit. Christ explained this act was not for a cleansing
of dirt from their feet because they were already clean. It was customary for
all who attended the Feast of the Passover to go through a cleansing process
before leaving home.

Jesus Practiced and Commanded It

John 13:12 Know ye what I have done to you? Jesus' action was not a
customary one. The Lord washed the servants' feet; this required explanation.
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He now began to explain as He had promised.

John 13:13-15 Master and Lord ... so I am. Jesus claimed His true po-
sition. If I ... have washed your feet—if He stooped so far—ye also ought
to wash one another's feet—our stooping is nothing compared to His. This
is His command to us. I have given you an example—an example is an act
to be followed—that ye should do as I have done to you—very clear lan-
guage, very difficult to be misunderstood.

John 13:16-17 Servant is not greater than his lord. Jesus is the Lord
or Master. The disciples—all humans—are servants. Neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him. As servants, we are not greater than our
Lord. We are not above doing as He commanded us. If Christ stooped, so
must we. If He served, so must we. If Christ humbled Himself before His
people, so must we. He taught here the meaning of the ordinance. If ye know
these things—we know them, because He told us by Word and exam-
ple—happy are ye if ye do them. A spiritual blessing comes from obeying
this command.

A Test of Humility

Romans 12:10 Our feelings toward one another are to be kind, with
brotherly love—something more than the world calls love, of a different
quality, the love of God—in honour preferring one another—from the
heart, desiring the other to be honored above one's self. These are Christlike
qualities, the fruit of salvation. They fit us to take part in feet washing. Only
God can give them.

Feet washing symbolizes, or represents:

(1) Jesus' great love for man

(2) Jesus' humility in stooping to serve His people
(3) the love of God in us

(4) the spirit of humility in us to serve our brethren
(5) the unity of the church

The ordinance teaches these truths. It testifies that the participant believes
and possesses them. It does not produce these qualities. It does not save.

The Practice of the Church

1 Timothy 5:10 Paul made it plain that before a widow would be taken
care of by the church, she must, among other things, have washed the
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saints' feet—a test of fellowship then that has never changed. Paul's attitude
was God's attitude. The standard for widows is the standard for all.

At the time of giving this ordinance, Christ impressed the fact of His di-
vine Lordship and thus His right to give such a command. It was given at the
same time and in the same place as the Lord's Supper. As in baptism, Jesus
set the example, so there can be no dispute as to what He desires done. It is
a test of humility.

Feet washing does not symbolize acts of charity toward the needy. Such
acts are truly a part of Christian life, but are not within the meaning of feet
washing, which typifies the relation of saints to saints, not to the needy. Je-
sus' act was not an act of charity, for the disciples did not understand it. His
explanation was of the meekness, humility, yieldingness, submission, har-
mony, and love that saints should have toward each other. Nothing else will
do. We have no right to substitute something else for any of the Lord's com-
mands.

Who Should Partake?

As in baptism, only those who have the spiritual reality in their hearts are
fit to observe the ordinance. This can only be saved people. Saints possessing
the love of God for the brethren are commanded to wash one another's feet.
Feelings of pride, enmity, superiority, jealousy, envy, selfishness, etc. toward
the brethren disqualify one to wash feet with them. It is not in man to do it.
It takes a changed heart. It takes the love of God. It takes a feet-washing
spirit. It is not humiliating to the humble but a revealer of proud hearts who
are unwilling to obey. When we wash one another's feet, we are taking our
place on one common level.

Manner of Observance

Observance of an ordinance should follow Jesus' example and teaching in
all points. The essentials are:

(1) that each saint wash and wipe the feet of another saint
(2) that each have his feet washed and wiped
(3) that both feet be washed

To discriminate for or against any would be against the very reason for

the ordinance. Outer clothing should be laid aside and a towel girded around
the waist as Jesus did. It is proper for the men and women, boys and girls,
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separate for the observance. All should be done with reverence, order, and
simplicity. If done properly, it will make us happy. The sweet Spirit of Jesus
Christ—Iloving, serving, each exalting his brother—blesses, beautifies, and
makes fruitful His body, the church.

JUST A THOUGHT

Is it not strange to what lengths we will go at times
to argue ourselves out of a blessing?

TEPTPTTTETTTTT
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LESSON 9
THE ORDINANCE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
Scripture Texts: John 6:54-57, 63, 1 Corinthians 11:23-30

Christ died so that we may partake of His life. The bread of the Lord's
Supper is a symbol of Christ's body, broken on the Cross for our sins. The
"fruit of the vine" (Matthew 26:29) is a symbol of His shed blood, the price
paid in the sacrifice for our sins. Only people who have had a part in the
spiritual supper are fit to partake of His supper. The unsaved have nothing
to observe, remember, or keep. This supper symbolizes the divine life Christ
has placed within the heart of the one who has accepted His sacrifice. Let us
see what the Bible teaches about the third ordinance of God's house.

MEMORY VERSE: For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye
do shew the Lord's death till he come. —1 Corinthians 11:26

The Flesh Profiteth Nothing

John 6:54-57, 63 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath
eternal life. This is NOT physical eating. If so, we would be unable to eat
and drink of Him—His literal body is not here. The flesh—the material body
or bread—profiteth nothing. It is the spirit that quickeneth, or gives life.
If we are to live, we must believe His words, follow them, and make His
teachings and promises ours. See how clearly the Lord's Supper is a symbol?
It cannot save. We must have His Spirit and life within us. "He that hath the
Son hath life" (1 John 5:12). There is no other way. The eating of His flesh
has a spiritual significance.

Instituted by Christ

1 Corinthians 11:23 Paul's knowledge of this ordinance was received of
the Lord, and it takes its place along with baptism and feet washing as a
Christian ordinance. Jesus ... on the night ... he was betrayed—instituted
the supper just before His death, which it commemorates (Matthew 26:17-
28). Gathered with His disciples for the Passover (the Jewish yearly feast
that commemorated Israel's deliverance from Egypt), Jesus took bread (un-
leavened bread). No leaven was allowed in the house during the week of
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Leaven is a type of sin.

27



Unleavened bread is a type of purity. As the Passover had pointed forward
to Christ, the Lord's Supper is a new symbol to point backward to Him (Exo-
dus, Chapter 12).

1 Corinthians 11:24 He gave thanks—thanked the Father for the priv-
ilege of paying the only possible price to redeem them. He brake it—sym-
bolic of His body broken for you—tortured and killed on the Cross. Take,
eat—symbolic of our accepting Christ, taking Him into our hearts, of His
life entering into us. This is my body—a figure of speech, meaning it repre-
sented His body. The statement—this is my body—cannot be literally true,
for the literal, physical body of Christ was then visibly present apart from
the bread. Christ often spoke in this way: "I am the true vine"; "I am the
door." This do in remembrance of me—His command to us.

1 Corinthians 11:25 He gave the cup as He had the bread. This cup is
the new testament—a new covenant or agreement as promised in Jeremiah
31:31-34, to write His law in their hearts—in my blood—His blood sealed
the testament or agreement (Matthew 26:26-28). Again, He commanded, this
do ... in remembrance of me. A remembrance is something that causes our
minds to go back to something that happened some time ago, such as a pic-
ture of a loved one who died several years before. The picture vividly brings
that one to mind.

1 Corinthians 11:26 As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,
ye do shew the Lord's death—you teach the fact of it, acknowledge faith
in it, and testify to having entered into it. Till he come—until Christ comes.
This gives it a permanent place.

1 Corinthians 11:27-30 Since this memorial means so much, to partake
of it unworthily—not having the life of Christ in the heart—is to be guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord—of crucifying the Lord afresh. There-
fore, each should examine himself—Ilook into his own heart. If sin is found
there, he should get right with God, then partake. Partaking unworthily
brings damnation—it is testifying to a lie. This is one reason there is such
an unhealthy or dead spiritual condition in many lives.

The True Ordinance

The Passover Supper commemorated a type of the Atonement. The Lord's
Supper commemorates the actual atonement. As the bread that is made from
grain brought in from many areas and baked into one loaf represents the
body of Christ, so we find the church is made up of people from all walks of
life brought together into one body.

As that loaf is changed by the heat of the oven, so lives are changed by
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the heat of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 10:17). Whether the ordinance is
kept sacred or becomes common depends upon the spirit of the people, not
how frequently it is observed.

Its Observance

The very manner in which the Lord instituted both the ordinance of Feet
Washing and the ordinance of the Lord's Supper is important not only in that
they are to be observed together but also in the order they are to be observed.
We read in Matthew 26:30 and in Mark 14:26, "And when they had sung an
hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives." This indicates feet washing
preceded the Lord's Supper, since they departed after singing a hymn at the
conclusion of the Lord's Supper.

The Passover Supper was a full meal. But the Lord's Supper consisted
only of "bread" and the "fruit of the vine" (Matthew 26:26-27, 29).

Proper observance requires:

(1) unleavened bread and "fruit of the vine" (or grape juice)
(2) giving thanks for what they represent

(3) breaking of the bread

(4) giving of the bread

(5) cating of the bread

(6) giving of the cup

(7)  drinking of the cup

We should keep the essentials as Jesus gave them with no additions or
changes. Only those who have a spiritual reality of what the ordinance repre-
sents should take part in it. We are told to examine ourselves for fitness.
Small children are innocent, clear before God, and should be allowed to par-
take of this communion supper.

JUST A THOUGHT

Sin is a boomerang.

TEPTPTTTETTTTT
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LESSON 10
RESTITUTION

Scripture Texts: Proverbs 28:13; Ezekiel 33:15; Matthew 5:23-24; Luke
19:8-9; Matthew 6:14-15; Acts 19:18-19; Matthew 3:8

We must ask forgiveness of those we have wronged. We must make right
all of our wrongs that we can. We must forgive those who have wronged us.
We must get rid of sinful things. Salvation can never be complete until you
have made restitution. Approaching an enemy to confess guilt takes meek-
ness, which only the grace of God can supply. It takes bravery to return sto-
len goods, pay obligations, clear up deceptions, break habits, etc. But God
gives strength. It is part of salvation.

MEMORY VERSE: Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.
—Matthew 3:8

The Standard Under the Law

Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper—will never
progress spiritually. Nor will he be successful in covering his sins. Whoso
confesseth—to whom should he confess? First to God, then to the ones he
has wronged—and forsaketh them—quits sinning with no intention to ever
sin again—shall have mercy—God will forgive. This was the standard under
the old Law, and it is still true now.

Ezekiel 33:15 If the wicked restore the pledge—fulfill promises and ob-
ligations. Give again that he had robbed—repay stolen goods. We must
clear up deceptions and any other things brought to our minds by the Holy
Spirit. We must straighten up past sins. He shall surely live—be saved.

Matthew 5:23-24 If thou bring thy gift to the altar—this refers to the
Old Testament offering of sacrifices in worship. They were brought directly
to the priest, who placed the offering on the Altar of Sacrifice. Rememberest
that thy brother hath ought against thee—remember that you have
wronged him—Ileave there thy gift ... be reconciled—make right the
wrong—then come and offer thy gift. If you have wronged God or your
brother, do not attempt to offer any service or praise unto God while ignoring
that wrong. God cannot accept and bless you until that is reconciled.
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A True Example

The word restitution means the act of restoring anything to its rightful
owner, making good an injury or damage (literally, to put back).

Luke 19:8-9 Zacchaeus stood—a strong feeling urged him. What feel-
ing? Sorrow for sin. Repentance brings a sense of obligation to right one's
wrongs. God requires that we do so as far as is possible. Behold, Lord—he
laid bare his desire and purpose from his heart—half of my goods I give to
the poor—a righteous turn in his life—if I have taken ... by false accusa-
tion—perchance I have at some time or another, and as soon as I am made
aware of it—I restore him fourfold—making right past wrongs. What feel-
ing caused this? "Godly sorrow" (2 Corinthians 7:10-11). This was not an
old practice but a new purpose. He was announcing to the world, not boast-
ing. As he walked with Jesus, conviction and repentance were doing their
work. It does not take long when one yields to the Spirit's working. Jesus,
who sees the heart, pronounced the work complete. This day is salvation
come ... forsomuch as—because—he also is a son of Abraham. (See Gala-
tians 3:7.) Zacchaeus believed God as Abraham did; his faith took hold of
Christ. It was working.

A Clean Break With Sin

Matthew 6:14-15 If ye forgive—forgive any who have wronged
you—your heavenly Father will also forgive you—as you treat others so
God will treat you. Here again we find the law of sowing and reaping coming
into the message. If ye forgive not ... neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses. Before we ask forgiveness from God, we must be willing to for-
give others. An unforgiving spirit is sin. It will keep forgiveness from us.
(Read Matthew 18:23-35.) We must forgive whether the offender asks for it
or not. We cannot do this in our own strength, but God will enable us.

Acts 19:18 Many that believed ... confessed, and shewed their deeds.
The church in Ephesus was flourishing. The Spirit was working. Sins were
being owned and forsaken.

Acts 19:19 Many ... which used curious arts—sorceries, magic, en-
chantments, etc.—brought their books ... and burned them—got rid of
their tools of sin. We do not hate sin enough unless we destroy its tools, sev-
er all connections with it, and shed all influences toward it from ourselves
and our homes. There is a part in restitution which Christ must do, a part
which He will not do, and a part which He expects us to do. Turning to righ-
teousness may mean destroying cards, liquor, tobacco, furniture, books,
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magazines, music, clothing, and other articles. It may mean cleaning out desk
drawers, the refrigerator, and the shelf behind the door. It may mean chang-
ing habits, haunts, and associates. It will mean a complete break and separ-
ation from the world.

Wait on God's Leading

Matthew 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits—do the acts that fit with re-
pentance. Let the Spirit lead you as to the time to act. God uses restitution
in a greater way than just for the one who makes it. The very fact restitution
must be made does not mean it has to be done right now. If one goes when
he feels he should, he may accomplish little. Pray about it; let God know you
are willing to do it when He sees fit. Then God will prepare the other party
for your coming; that heart will be softened. God will make it plain that now
is the time, and a great message will be preached by your coming.

It takes bravery and grace to make restitution. Christ in the heart gives a
humble, Christ-like spirit. Restitution brings a special blessing that nothing
else brings.

JUST A THOUGHT

You cannot have the joy of the Lord without
the love of the Lord.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT
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LESSON 11
FREEDOM FROM FLESHLY HABITS

Scripture Texts: 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:16,
19-21; 1 Corinthians 10:31-32: 1 Peter 2:11

The body of a saved person is the temple of God, and it is his duty to care
for it so he may use its strength to serve God. Today we look at three specific
things to be shunned because of their harmful effect on the body and soul.
All of these habits—tobacco, alcohol and drugs—are harmful to oneself and
to others. They injure the body, dull or derange the mind, waste money, and
destroy our service to God. They wrong others besides the user. They defile
the temple of God. Each of these habits are sin.

MEMORY VERSE: If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed. —John 8:36

Not Our Own

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?
You were purchased by Christ; you are "bought with a price" (1 Corinthians
7:23;6:19-20). You belong to Him. The Spirit of God dwelleth in you. God
once dwelt in the Jewish Temple; now His temple is in men. If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy—it is as sacrilegious to
defile the body as formerly to defile the temple—for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are—each person is held solely responsible for that
which dwells in his temple. A Christian must not be a slave to vice. He is the
Lord's free man.

Our Only Defense

Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine. Not only is it foolish to
drink alcoholic beverages, it is breaking God's command. It is sin. Wherein
is excess—excess in drinking more and more as the habit grows, excess in
the uncontrolled actions alcohol sets loose. When drunk, people do terrible
things they would never do if sober. Man cannot control alcohol; it controls
him. It binds. God wants man to be free from all controlling powers but His.
But be filled with the Spirit—here is the only defense against the outward
foes that bind men to fleshly desires. When we are FULL of the Spirit of
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God, there will be no desire to "be brought under the power" of alcohol
(1 Corinthians 6:12).

Have But One Master

Galatians 5:16 We are servants to whatever is master over us. Some are
servants to tobacco, illicit drugs, alcohol, or a number of other things. How
can we remain free from these habits? Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh. Here is complete freedom from all sin, including
all habits. (Read Romans 8:1-14.) Walk in the Spirit means yielding to
Christ (studied in an earlier lesson). The lusts of the flesh from which we will
be free are all sinful desires.

Galatians 5:19-21 Some are named. Any of them will keep you out of the
kingdom of God. Note, drunkenness is one. The Spirit of God never did,
and never will, lead anyone to drink alcohol, smoke, or to take illicit drugs.

To the Glory of God

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
There is no way, by any stretch of the imagination, that we can see God get-
ting glory from you smoking tobacco, drinking alcohol, or using drugs. Any
personal habit not glorifying to God must be given up, not slacked off on, or
just used occasionally to be sociable, but stopped at once. God has help
ready for all who desire to break free from sinful habits, but the individual
must lay them aside (2 Corinthians 7:1).

1 Corinthians 10:32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the
Gentiles, nor to the church of God. The question of others enters in. What-
ever is offensive or injurious to others has no place in a Christian life. Ro-
mans 14:21 makes it plain to even a greater degree. The Bible does not men-
tion tobacco, narcotics, and many other things, but it gives the principle to
govern us concerning all of them. Galatians 5:21 mentions "and such like."
This covers all things not mentioned in this long list. Alcoholic beverages are
mentioned many times in the Bible with warnings of its dangers. We may
think one drink, one cigarette, or such will not hurt us. This is the attitude of
all who end up bound by fleshly habits. Our example may start another on
a disastrous lifetime of sin and sorrow. Or it may shatter another's confi-
dence in us, never to be completely rebuilt. Then, our influence for God
would be weakened or destroyed. For a saint (who loves souls and God's
work above self), this is reason enough to abstain from fleshly habits.
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The Evils of Their Use

1 Peter 2:11 Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.
Such are alcohol, tobacco, and drug habits; they war against the soul. They
belong to Satan's kingdom, not to God's. It is a proven fact that their use
shortens life, and we have no right to shorten the life God gave us with which
to serve Him. Cigarette smoking makes one an easier prey to the sellers of
drugs. Most all drinkers use tobacco, and a large percentage of smokers
drink. Tobacco creates a craving that calls for alcohol. The use of strong
drink is a greater evil than tobacco. Many crimes have been committed be-
cause of it. What a cry goes up to God continually from suffering children,
ruined homes, and broken bodies because of alcohol!

It has been said many times, "The way I live is no one's business but
mine." This comes from a deceived heart. People who use these vices affect
all of us directly or indirectly. Tobacco, alcohol, and drugs are injurious to
the expectant mother and her child. Some people are under such bondage to
habits they will deprive themselves and their families of life's necessities.
They will even beg, lie, or steal to buy them. Alcohol and drugs cause many
murders and suicides. One under the influence of these is liable to do any-
thing. He has no sense of fear, no sense of right or wrong, and no regard for
decency. These vices have such binding power that people would rather die
than be without them.

It is said that the United States spends approximately 15.1 to 16.8 million
dollars a day on cigarettes. If the packages were laid end to end, they would
go around the world about thirty times. The extra cost in court expenses,
jails, police, welfare, and other direct results of these vices are appalling.
There is also the matter of fire losses caused by careless smokers, and the
added auto insurance rates caused by drunken drivers. These affect all our
lives and far surpass the revenue gained from the tax on alcohol and tobacco.

Worse than either tobacco or alcohol are illicit drugs—often spoken of as
"a living death." There are many forms of drugs. People become addicted in
various ways. Many start on a downward path by doctors who introduce
them to drugs in the form of unnecessary painkillers or sleeping pills. What
a sad ending awaits a great percentage of these dear souls! Drugs and alcohol
destroy the reason, inflame the passions, and make beasts out of men and
women. Smokers will smoke in the presence of others to whom the smoke is
offensive with regard for nothing but their own sinful pleasure. They carry
a stench and are unashamed. Being compelled to inhale secondhand tobacco
smoke is proven to be as harmful to the nonsmoker as to the smoker. A
Christian must not be a slave to anything. He is made free by the Son, and
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is "free indeed" (John 8:36).

The remedy is total abstinence from illicit drugs and alcohol through the
power and grace of God. Leave them entirely alone. Keep the home free of
them. The Church of God is set against every binding power and must cry
out against them in a more effective manner.

JUST A THOUGHT

It is not the last drink or the last cigarette or the last
use of drugs that is the fatal one. It is the first one.

TEPTPTTTTTTTTT
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LESSON 12
CHRISTIAN GIVING

Scripture Texts: Psalm 24:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Matthew 6:1-4; Mal-
achi 3:8-10; Leviticus 27:30-33

Often the teaching or learning of this subject is inadequate to affect the
Bible ideal of giving. Bible giving arises not in the power of one to draw
money from another, rather in the power of love in the heart of the giver to
pour out a gift to God and to man. True Christian giving is not only material
but also spiritual.

When one has the proper attitude toward God and has given Him the
rightful place in his heart, he will find no difficulty in fulfilling his duties in
respect to finances and other possessions. When one is a faithful steward of
the grace and mysteries of God, of his talents, time, and body, he is already
a good steward of his money. How could it be otherwise? Let us look in
God's Word for light on this subject.

MEMORY VERSE: But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwell-
eth the love of God in him? —1 John 3:17

Ownership

Psalm 24:1-2 The basis of stewardship is the Lord owns it ALL—our-
selves, our possessions, and all creation. An owner has the rights of author-
ity, use, and profit. Our ownership of anything is only relative. In the larger
sense, we own nothing. It is only loaned to us; we are made stewards over it
for the Owner, God. We must account for our use of it.

Cheerful Giving

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 Paul wrote to the church at Corinth about giving
money for the relief of needy brethren. He which soweth sparingly, grudg-
ing giving brings small reward; soweth bountifully—generous giving brings
great reward. This refers not to the amount primarily, but to the spirit of the
heart in giving it. Each gives as he purposeth in his heart. When God has
control of the heart, the giving will be in accord with it. Not grudging-
ly—not wishing to hold back, not of necessity—not the unwilling gift given
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because it is expected of us, or if we do not give, others will have negative
thoughts of us. No, give cheerfully, for God loveth a cheerful giver. Not the
cheer of patient endurance of suffering, a sort of "grin and bear it."

If giving to God is suffering, the heart is not right. There is no need for
jokes and pep talks to get God's people in an attitude to give. The serious
congregation gives much more than a merry crowd. The cheer God loves is
a joy born of love for Him and full consecration to Him. The gift God wants
must come from the heart. Cheerful givers were the ones who "first gave
their own selves to the Lord" (2 Corinthians 8:5). When God sees "a willing
mind"—the wish to give—He accepts it as the gift, whether the giver has
much to give or little (2 Corinthians 8:12). The desire to give is more im-
portant than the gift.

God's plan of finance is just as divine as all His other works. This plan
is for our own benefit; God does not need our money. When we give as God
planned, God enters into the transaction. He makes all grace abound toward
us. He returns to us a sufficiency in all things, spiritual as well as material,
so we may abound to every good work. He gives us more so we can give
again. Our love to God is manifested in our love for His people (1 John 5:2).

Our Reward

Matthew 6:1-4 Take heed—use thought and care. Do not your alms ...
to be seen of men. This reaches the motive of the heart. Do we take pride in
the fact or amount of our gift? Do we wish someone saw it? Do we give in
more easily if our name is to be published? These are wrong motives. They
have their reward already in being seen of men. No more will be given. Je-
sus tells us, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth—a fig-
ure of speech meaning to give in secret, for the eyes of God alone. God will
reward gifts given for His sake and honor.

The Tithe

Malachi 3:8-10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse ... and prove
me now herewith. In the Bible, we find but two purposes for giving:

(1) to relieve the needy
(2) to spread the Gospel

Tithing is a turning over to God that which already belongs to Him. That
there may be meat in mine house. Everything else from God is by faith, but
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this is something we can prove. This plan will straighten out all financial
problems because it is doing square business with God.

Ye have robbed me .... In tithes and offerings. Here, God differentiates
between an offering and a tithe. An offering is brought out of the nine-tenths
that is left after the tithe has been turned over to God. The tithe is already
His. We have given nothing until we have given over and above the tithe.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation. This message certainly can be applied to our country. The tithe is our
rent to God for all His good graces to us; above this is an offering. The peo-
ple of God should be as Abel; he brought the firstfruits, but Cain brought his
offering "in process of time" (Genesis 4:3). After he had paid the bills,
bought the food, and purchased shoes for the children, then he brought an of-
fering to God. This will not work for us any better than it did for Cain. God
demands the first; anything less is robbing God.

Leviticus 27:30-31 All the tithe of the land ... it is holy unto the LORD.
It belongs to God so that the bills of His house can be paid. If a man will at
all redeem ought of his tithes—if he be compelled to borrow God's money
for any reason at all—he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof—he shall
repay it adding twenty percent interest.

Leviticus 27:32-33 Whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall
be holy unto the LORD. Every tenth one belonged to God. He shall not
search whether it be good or bad—Iet it come through, if the tenth one is
bad, God will take it—neither shall he change it—if it is a good one and
you shove it back to let a bad one come through—then both it and the
change thereof shall be holy—they both belong to God as one.

God does fair business, and He expects and deserves the same from His
creation. The proper attitude is to give God the first and the best, whether it
be large or small. He will bless the tithe of a small social security check as
much as a million-dollar inheritance, as long as it is the first of our increase.

Joy does not come from measuring giving to a certain percentage and feel-
ing, "That is God's; this is mine." God owns all. We are stewards. All is to
be used to please and glorify Him. Some must be used for self, but none must
be used selfishly. This principle applies to the church, as well as to individ-
uals. To the dedicated person, not only money, but all possessions are at
God's disposal to further His kingdom. God is not so poor that He needs soup
suppers and rummage and candy sales to finance His work. To get conse-
crated saints to give, it is necessary only to show them a worthy need. Failure
to give is a symptom, not the disease.
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JUST A THOUGHT

What we do with what we have is a good indication of
what we would do if we had more.

TEPTTTTETTTTT
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LESSON 13
BIBLE TEACHING CONCERNING CHRISTIAN DRESS

Scripture Texts: Genesis 3:21; Deuteronomy 22:5; 1 Timothy 2:8-10; 1 Pe-
ter 3:3-5

Some may think this subject is very unimportant. But God has much to
say in His Word as to what His people should and should not wear. Obeying
both will help in our spiritual growth toward becoming a perfect man. Paul
wrote to the Galatian church that it was Christ who called him to be a
preacher. Paul received his message through the "revelation of Jesus Christ"
(Galatians 1:10-12). He said, "I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not"
(1 Timothy 2:7). How can Christians disregard what Paul had to say? We all
know times have changed, but the Word of God has not changed. Let us see
what the Word of God says about this subject.

MEMORY VERSE: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
—Revelation 19:7

God Designed the First Clothes

Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make
coats of skins, and clothed them. When Adam and Eve sinned, they realized
a need for clothing to cover their nakedness. In verse 7, they used their own
understanding and made aprons from fig leaves. When people get away from
God, they often go back to "fig-leaf" clothing. God was displeased with their
design, and He has not changed. He designed coats, garments that would
cover their bodies sufficiently. The wearing of clothing came with God's
approval. He provided the first clothing for the first people.

Deuteronomy 22:5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth
unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that
do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. Wearing the garb of the
opposite sex is condemned by the Mosaic Law. The reason for this prohibi-
tion still exists and is still observed. On the doors of airport restrooms are
pictured men in pants and women in dresses. The reason for this is obvious;
even though one cannot read the language, he can understand the universal
picture.

There are people who feel justified in nudity by saying man originally was
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unclothed. True, but this condition did not continue long. It should be re-
membered that as yet there was but one man and his wife. Conditions since
then are different.

Clothing Needed for Modesty

1 Timothy 2:8-10 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves.
In what manner? Like the men who are to pray ... lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting. Women are to be similar in leading prayerful,
holy, sincere, God-fearing lives. They are to adorn themselves, or dress, in
a manner consistent with such living. In modest apparel—clothing that co-
vers the body and does not attract undue attention. The modest person does
not seek notice. This requires conformity to the general type of dress.

To dress too far from custom may convey a false humility and defeat the
purpose of modesty by attracting unnecessary attention, as do sects who
dress alike or in uniforms. With shamefacedness—able to feel shame should
we overstep the bounds of modesty. Shame is a monitor given by God to keep
us in the right way. Where is the shame today? Modest dress seeks to conceal
the physical charms rather than reveal them.

Clothing that reveals, or suggests too strongly, the contour of the body de-
feats one purpose of dress and is decidedly immodest. This may be done with
too little, too thin, too low, or too tight clothing. Much of the modern garb
of women is dangerously near immodesty at this point. And sobriety—with
serious, thoughtful, consciousness of God's eye upon us and our mission in
the world. This is positive.

Now we come to some negative teaching. Not with broided hair, or
gold, or pearls, or costly array—the world's ways of adornment. Pride, sel-
fishness, and self-exaltation are in these. Saints are instead to be adorned
with good works—consistent with a profession of godliness. A modestly
dressed Christian woman going quietly about doing good deeds is beautiful
to see. Such are not only adorned, but they "adorn the doctrine of God" (Ti-
tus 2:10).

Adornment Is Corruptible

1 Peter 3:3-5 Qutward adorning of plaiting the hair—the same as
broided hair. Peter said the same thing as Paul did. He does not speak against
braiding the hair, but the special ornamentation that went with it. One was
the braiding of gold threads into the strands of hair. Wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel—for adornment or show. To those who follow styles,
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the most outlandish or flashy dress requires nothing to commend it except the
fact that it is the latest style. Outward things cannot bring happiness or glori-
fy God. They do not last (2 Corinthians 4:18). Instead, we are to adorn our-
selves inside, in the hidden man of the heart.

Adornment should be of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, that
which cannot become old, decay, or be destroyed. We will put there—a meek
and quiet spirit. This is precious to God, of great price. It is a heart that is
purified and Spirit-controlled.

Holy women also ... adorned themselves—here attention is called to the
examples of holy women. Here is the lack of vanity and the presence of
meekness in their dress.

Worthy of Due Consideration

Modest means "reserved, decent, moderate, not excessive or extreme, not
bold, chaste." Women are mentioned more prominently here because women
are more prone to vanity in dress and to be led away with worldly deception.
Eve was deceived and then led Adam to sin. But the principles apply equally
to all. Dress has a large influence on conduct. We must not send our children
and young people out dressed so as to invite danger from wicked people.
Likewise, we must not dress ourselves in a manner that lays temptation to
sinful thought or action in the way of any person.

Children need the guidance of adults to form modest habits. If children
learn to feel comfortable exposing their bodies, they will be inclined to do so
when older. This writer has spent many years living a Christian life and has
never seen a woman dressed in the height of fashion, adorned with gold,
pearls, and costly array who was effective in prayer at the bedside of the sick
or who could stir the congregation with a Spirit-filled testimony for Christ.

In these days of extreme immodesty of both men and women, we need to
use special care not to be led from the Bible standard by the examples of the
world. Shorts, halters, bathing suits, sleeveless dresses and shirts, short and
low-necked dresses, etc., are not modest. Dressing properly—leaving off the
forbidden jewels and costly array—is but half of the matter.

We must put on the modesty, good works, meekness, quietness, and righ-
teousness God commands. Pride is condemned in the Bible. Many Scriptures
cry out against pride. Dress is one of the greatest means of revealing pride.
The benefits of Christian dress are great. We must maintain the Bible stan-
dard (Jude 3).
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JUST A THOUGHT

The way people dress is somewhat like the hands on a clock;
it indicates what is going on inside.

TEPTTTTETTTTT
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